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THE SERIES OF COLONIAL ANNUAL REPORTS 
which was re-introduced for the year 1946 (after 
suspension in 1940) is being continued with those 
relating to 1948. 


It is anticipated that the Colonies and Protectorates 
for which 1948 Reports are being published will, with 
some additions, be the same as for the previous year 
(see list on cover page 3). 
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ENC. PART I 
(a) Review of 1948 


Wuen the history of the Legislative institutions of St. Vincent comes to 
be written, the date gth December, 1948, will take a high place in the 
chronicle of outstanding events in that it marks the occasion on which 
a Mace was installed and used for the first time in the Legislature. The 
Mace is made of silver-water gilt and is the first Mace on which is 
inscribed the altered form of the Royal Titles, namely, “‘ G. VI. R.”, 
instead of “‘G. VI. RI.’’. It was through the efforts of Mr. R. H. Garvey, 
late Administrator of the Colony, that the Legislative Council is now in 
possession of such a fine example of English craftsmanship. 

The year also saw the appointment of a new Governor, Brigadier 
R. D. H. Arundell, C.M.G., O.B.E., who arrived in the ‘Windward 
Islands on 30th June. 


FINANCE 


The financial picture at the close of the year was encouraging, with 
the revised figures of local revenue and expenditure showing a surplus 
of $9,652. This situation was partly due to the new issue of postage 
stamps of certain denominations commemorating the Silver Wedding 
Anniversary of Their Majesties the King and Queen, which had large sales. 

It was not found necessary to impose any additional taxation during 
the year. 

' The strict policy of conserving hard currency continued throughout 
the year, with the necessity of confining imports from hard currency 
sources to those goods and services which were considered essential to the 
economic development of the Colony. Efforts were made to increase 
exports to the greatest possible extent in order to obtain hard currency. 


AGRICULTURE, FORESTRY AND FISHERIES 


The Department of Agriculture, under its new Head, Mr. M. A. G. 
Hanschell on secondment from Sierra Leone, continued its good work 
during the year. A new feature of this Department’s activities is the 
publication in the local press of articles on general agricultural matters 
for the guidance of the public. 

Camden Park Experiment Station made good progress, and it is 
proposed to operate the Station as an experimental mixed farm. 

The Land Settlement Scheme on the Leeward Estates is in operation, 
and 240 acres of land have been allocated to the workers on the estates 
for food gardens. 

Work on the extension and maintenance of forest nurseries was carried 
out with satisfactory results. A system of timber cutting control under 
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licence was instituted, together with a comprehensive procedure for the 
renting of Crown lands for cultivation. 

Active measures were taken by the Department to combat soil erosion ; 
and there was a marked increase in the production of the staple crops, 
arrowroot and cotton, during the year. Exports of copra were higher 
than in 1947, and, although 1948 was not a boom year for raw products, 
there was an increase in the price of arrowroot and cotton. 

As regards the Fishery Division, much progress has been made in the 
formation of Fishermen’s Associations, and in the marketing of Black 
Fish oil and salted fish from the Grenadines. 


EDUCATION 


The newly-appointed Education Officer, Mr. E. C. M. Theobalds, 
assumed duty on 3rd March. 

It was not possible to erect new school buildings during the year, 
owing to the heavy demands made on the time of the technical staff of 
the Public Works Department. Overcrowding, therefore, still remains 
a problem. 

A modest start was made in the direction of practical and vocational 
training, and the teacher training programme was actively pursued. 

Enrolment continued to increase in secondary schools, and provision 
has been made for the extension of the Grammar School building and 
for two additional masters on the staff. Provision has also been made 
for accommodation at the Girls’ High School for the teaching of Science 
subjects, and for the strengthening of the staff by the addition of a science 
mistress. ‘The new headmistress, Miss Maud Ellison, took up duties 
in December, 1947. 

The new Kingstown Preparatory School, under Miss K. Wilson, as 
headmistress, was formally opened on 8th September, and will serve as 
a demonstration school for the whole Island in infant and junior methods. 


SOCIAL WELFARE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT 


The Social Welfare Department continued its activities in promoting 
community life, particularly in rural areas. 

Towards the close of the year two Small ‘Towns Regulations (Amend- 
ment) Ordinances were passed to amend the constitution of Small Towns 
Boards. These Ordinances provide for a partly elected and partly 
nominated body, with an elected majority. A Village Councils Ordinance 
was also passed around the same time, making provision for the adminis- 
tration of Villages by Village Councils. Elections for membership on 
these Boards and Councils were held in the latter part of December, 
and it is proposed to hold inaugural meetings early in 1949. 

The passing of these Ordinances marks the first step towards the 
establishment of local government. 


AIR SERVICE 


The fortnightly charter service by British Guiana Airways, Ltd., 
continued throughout the year. | 

Engineering investigations were begun for the preparation of an 
alighting and taking-off area in the Villa and Calliaqua Bays for the air 
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service which British West Indian Airways intend to operate to the 
Colony as soon as the Sealand amphibians are received and the required 
facilities available. 


CONFERENCES 


A Conference on Import and Exchange Control in the British Carib- 
bean Colonies was held in Barbados between 2nd and 7th February, 1948. 
Representing Saint Vincent at this Conference were Hon. L. Cools- 
Lartigue, Colonial Treasurer, and Mr. A. V. Sprott, Controller of 
Supplies. The principal purpose of the Conference was to discuss 
uniformity of policy and practice in the light of the world financial ‘crisis 
and the increasing seriousness of the foreign exchange situation. The 
Conference also reviewed recommendations made by the meeting of 
finance officers which was held at Montego Bay in September, 1947. 

Immediately following the Import and Exchange Control] Conference, 
a special meeting of Windward Islands Supply Officers was held in 
Barbados. ‘This meeting was convened in accordance with the recom- 
mendation of the Cost of Living Conference in St. Lucia in March, 1947, 
that such meetings of the Windward Islands Supply Officers should be 
held every six months with a view to reviewing the Prices Control Order 
and discussing current problems. 

Two meetings of the Working Committee of the Oils and Fats Confer- 
ence were held at Barbados during 1948, the first between 16th and 
2oth January, and the second between 6th and gth August. At both of 
these meetings the Windward Islands, as a group, were represented by 
Mr. S. A. Schouten, Agricultural Superintendent, St. Lucia. The 
Controller of Supplies attended the meeting in August to explain the 
situation in regard to “ Tendernut’”’, a new coconut product with a 
potential market as a cake ingredient and a breakfast food cereal. 

The Superintendent of Prisons attended the Conference of Heads of 
Prisons Departments in the British Caribbean Area which was held in 
Barbados from 30th April to 6th May. 

The Labour Commissioner attended the Conference of British West 
Indian Labour Officers which was held in Jamaica from 4th to 9th August, 
1948. The purpose of the Conference was to consider arrangements for 
the recruitment of British West Indians for employment overseas and to 
deal with a number of related administrative matters. 

The Hon. G. A. McIntosh, St. Vincent Delegate, attended the 
Inaugural Meeting of the Standing Closer Association Committee which 
was held in Barbados from 12th to 23rd November. 


GENERAL 


Sir Hubert Rance, G.C.M.G., G.B.E., C.B., Chairman of the Stand- 
ing Closer Association Committee, visited the Colony in August to hold 
an informal meeting with Members of the Executive and Legislative 
Councils on the subject of Federation of the British West Indies. 

On 18th October, Mr. R. H. Garvey, C.M.G., M.B.E., Administrator, 
left Saint Vincent for the United Kingdom prior to taking up his new 
appointment as Governor of British Honduras. 


PART I 
(b) Colonial Development and Welfare Schemes 


AGRICULTURE, LAND SETTLEMENT, FORESTRY AND FISHERIES 


Agriculture 

Considerably more progress can be recorded in agricultural develop- 
ment in St. Vincent in 1948, due principally to price incentives for the 
more important cash crops and also to more regular supplies of fertilizer 
and building materials. 

Shortage of staff, particularly in the Extension Services Division, has 
been the principal drawback to the completion of a full programme of 
work, ‘There are at present two vacancies for Senior Agricultural Instruc- 
tors, and a third one due in June, 1949, through the retirement of the 
officer stationed in the St. Vincent Grenadines. It 1s becoming extremely 
difficult to obtain suitable trained and experienced men to fill these posts 
which are essential to the furtherance of animal husbandry and soil 
conservation work. 

During the period under review, much progress has been made in 
the organisation of Camden Park as a mixed farm. Staff quarters, offices 
and laboratories, goat pens and storerooms have been completed. Work 
on water supply, irrigation systems and roads is well under way and will 
shortly be completed. The new Gascoigne milking pail has also been 
installed, together with calf pens and maternity pens for cows. In the 
livestock section farm buildings have been put up and pedigree and other 
types of animals bought in furtherance of the Department’s policy on 
livestock research and improvement work. Notable purchases include a 
pure-bred Holstein-Freisian bull and a heifer from Canada ; three grade 
Holstein-Freisian heifers from the Government Stock Farm, Trinidad ; 
a pure-bred Kentucky jack donkey from the United States of America ; 
three pairs of pure-bred Large Black and two pairs of pure-bred Berkshire 
pigs from the Government Stock Farm, Trinidad ; one pure-bred Anglo- 
Nubian buck goat from England ; five pure-bred Flemish Giant rabbits 
from England ; two pens of Rhode Island red fowls from the Imperial 
College of Tropical Agriculture, Trinidad; and one pen each of the 
Bronze Mammoth and white Holland breeds of ‘Turkey from the United 
States of America. 

In the research field, work continues on manurial trials with arrowroot, 
cotton, corn, and variety trials with cassava and sweet potatoes. Con-_ 
siderable progress has also been achieved in the isolation and selection of 
inbred strains of corn with a view to producing a hybrid variety suited 
to St. Vincent conditions. The reorganisation of the Station, however, 
as a mixed farm to include experimental work is not considered to be: 
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satisfactory, and the approval of Government has recently been obtained 
to separate the purely experimental work and upkeep of stud animals, etc., 
from the mixed farm unit. The present scheme for the development and 
operation of the Station comes to an end in December, 1949, and it is 
hoped to put up a new scheme for the Station to be carried on for a further 
period of 5 years with the assistance of Colonial Development and 
Welfare funds. 

Soil Conservation has once again assumed special importance in the 
programme of the Extension Services Division. Considerable progress 
has been made in laying down grass barriers and adopting strip-cropping 
with fodder grass and sugar cane on both large and small holdings. A 
start has also been made at Snagg Estate, Canouan and Union Estate, 
Bequia, in the laying down of contour drains, barriers, and fodder grass 
nurseries, and it is reported that residents of both islands are showing 
a great deal of interest in this work. During the first nine months of 
1948 approximately 931,754 feet of contour lines, affecting about 
1,077 acres, were laid down and planted with khus-khus and fodder 
grasses. Work on demonstration and model holdings has continued 
satisfactorily and accurate records and costings are being kept for each 
holding. Much time has also been devoted to livestock improvement 
work, the maintenance of stud and nursery facilities, the improvement of 
the honey bee industry and the better organisation and supervision of 
agricultural credit societies. The Livestock Improvement Centres, 
which were established under approved Colonial Development and 
Welfare Scheme D.22—Stud Centres—but which are now maintained 
by local funds, have assisted in raising the general standard of livestock 
and in laying a foundation for the adoption of mixed. farming in Saint 
Vincent. 

With the exception of the start made in introducing soil conservation 
measures to Snagg Estate, little progress can be recorded with Scheme 
D.277, owing principally to shortage of staff, difficulties of transport and 
communications, and the recent decision of the Colonial Development 
and Welfare Organisation that the whole position should be resurveyed 
in the light of the ‘ Report on a Socio-Economic Survey of Snagg Land 
Settlement Estate, Canouan’’. The matter is coming up shortly for 
consideration by the Land Settlement and Development Board. Some 
work has been done on the reconstruction and upkeep of roads on the 
Estate, but here also a halt must be called until the detailed plan of the 
survey becomes available. 


Land Settlement 

In accordance with the policy of the Land Settlement and Develop- 
ment Board for the operation of the Leeward Estates, a total of 2404 acres 
have now been allocated for food gardens to workers on the estates. A 
suitable contract of tenancy has also been drawn up and put into use in 
the allocation of food gardens, in most of which contouring has already 
been carried out and grass barriers planted. Rapid progress has been 
achieved in repairing works and buildings, constructing a new filter 
for the Richmond arrowroot factory, building covered cattle pens at 
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Richmond and Wallilabou, and providing accommodation for the overseer 
at Richmond. In addition, work has begun on the laying down of a 
Demonstration Crop and Livestock Centre at Petit Bordel estate, and 
the attention of the Agricultural Assistant (Land Settlement) has been 
engaged chiefly on this and the allocation, contouring, and general super- 
vision of food gardens. Crop production on the estates has been very 
satisfactory, and it is hoped that the balance sheet for the 1947-48 crop 
year will show a substantial profit over that for the 1946-47 period. 


Forestry 

The 12 field officers responsible for the protection of Crown lands 
and forests have made considerable progress during the year. A system 
of timber cutting control under licence has been instituted, together with 
a comprehensive procedure for the renting of Crown lands for cultivation. 
The effectiveness of the Mesopotamia water supply scheme and of the 
Colonarie hydro-electric Scheme will depend largely upon the constant 
supply of water which only forested catchments can ensure. The forest 
officers responsible for this essential protection of the catchments against 
uncontrolled cutting and cultivation are severely handicapped by the lack 
of proper supervision in the field, which only a full-time Forest Supervisor 
can give. In order to secure a rational settlement of peasant renters on 
lands suited to agriculture, and so to free the mountain water catchments 
from interference, cadastral forest surveys are essential. Some 3,053 
renters are involved, and a total land area of 2,628 acres remains to be 
allocated, part to forestry and part to agriculture. ‘The work of extending 
and maintaining forest nurseries was carried out as recommended, and 
results have so far been satisfactory. ‘The teak demonstration plot at 
the Botanic Gardens continued to hold out encouraging prospects for 
establishing this type of tree under local conditions. Very limited sales 
of forest produce were allowed, and only to deserving cases. ‘Two Crown 
Lands Bailiffs have been appointed. 
Fishertes 

The Fisheries Division (maintained by funds provided under Scheme 
D.662) though still in its infancy has made marked progress in the forma- 
tion of fishermen’s associations and savings groups and the marketing of 
Black Fish oil and “ corned ”’ fish from the Grenadines. Fishermen’s 
associations have been formed at Layou, Barrouallie, Kingstown and 
Canouan, and accounts have been opened for each association with the 
Post Office Savings Bank. Prior to the establishment of this Division, 
considerable difficulty had been experienced in obtaining markets for 
Black Fish oil produced at Rosebank, Layou and Barrouallie. This 
difficulty has now, to some extent, been overcome, and during the period 
under review some 3,623 gallons of oil valued at $5,625.68 have been 
exported to consumers in Barbados and Trinidad, through the Fisheries 
Division of this Department, fetching prices ranging from $1.50 to $2.00 
per gallon. The quality of the oil, however, is not all that could be 
desired due principally to the crude methods employed in its extraction, 
and consideration is now being given to the provision of a modern type 
of plant to be situated on the Leeward coast. 
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The Fisheries Division has also rendered material assistance in the 
distribution and marketing of surplus quantities of fish caught on the 
Leeward coast. In addition, encouragement has been given to the 
brining and salt curing of surplus catches in the Grenadines, and regular 
shipments are now being made to St. Vincent. 


PUBLIC HEALTH AND MEDICAL SERVICES 


Three schemes, supported by funds from Colonial Development and 
Welfare in the West Indies, continued to operate throughout the year. 
The Health Centre Scheme progressed to the extent that it was possible 
to free the Medical Superintendent of the Health Institute at Belair for 
full-time duties before the end of the year, and it is anticipated that early 
in 1949 it will be possible to open the Institute for the purpose for which 
it was intended—to improve preventive and social medicine and to train 
nurses. Under the Rural Hospitals and Dispensaries schemes, the dis- 
pensary and nurses’ quarters were completed and opened during the year. 
It was not found possible to commence building the Biabou Unit during 
the year. Under the third scheme the cottage hospital and dispensary 
unit at Bequia was completed, together with quarters for two nurses, a 
dispenser and a sanitary inspector. 


CENTRAL HOUSING AND PLANNING AUTHORITY 


The only funds available from Colonial Development and Welfare 
in the West Indies for the use of the Authority were the provision made 
in 1947 to meet the headquarters expenses of the Authority for a period 
of five years. 


PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 


During the greater part of the year, work on building construction 
was diverted to the water supply and hydro-electric projects, under the 
supervision of the Clerk of works employed by the Development and 
Welfare Organisation. 


Water Supply 

The construction of the headworks at Waterhouse and the laying of 
the pipe-line through Golden Grove proceeded in spite of the heavy rains 
of 1948, which caused damage from flooding and landslides and retarded 
the progress of the work considerably. The rough handling given the 
bitumen-coated steel pipes between the factory of origin and their eventual 
destination caused grievous damage to the bitumenous overcoating and 
lining. 

The initial forecast of the cost of this project has proved inaccurate 
owing partly to the increased cost of materials and labour and partly to 
the unexpected difficulties of the pipe-line route. 

Hydro-Electricity 

In view of weather conditions during the rainy season and the 
necessity of proceeding with the water supply project, work on this 
scheme was temporarily suspended. 


(Note :—The hydro-electric project is not financed by Development 
and Welfare funds.) 
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Buildings 

Despite the decision to forgo all other activities in order to concentrate 
on the water supply and hydro-electric projects, there were some building 
projects, already under way, which had to be completed for use in 1948. 
These are: 

(i) the hospital, the steward’s quarters, the dispenser’s quarters, and 
the nurses’ quarters in Bequia ; 

(ii) the teachers’ quarters and handicraft shed at Georgetown ; 

(iii) the teachers’ quarters and latrines at Buccament ; 

(iv) the dispensary and nurses’ quarters at Sandy Bay. 

Plans and estimates have been submitted to the Development and 
Welfare Organisation for building the Medical Officer’s quarters in Bequia. 

Arrangements are also being made for the construction of a combined 
hospital-dispensary-nurses’ quarters unit at Biabou. 


EDUCATION 


After being vacant for a year and a half, the post of Education Officer 
was filled in May, 1948. 

In the primary schools 5,390 sq. ft. of additional accommodation, 
including a new fee-paying combined infant-junior school in Kingstown, 
was made available during the year. A teacher’s cottage for the Bucca- 
ment School was also completed. The remainder of the school building 
programme had to be deferred owing to the shortage of skilled labour and 
materials. 

The part-time pupil-teacher system introduced in accordance with 
the Hammond Report of 1943 continued in operation. The number of 
pupil-teachers in the Service is 176. ‘They receive tuition for half the 
day from the Supervising Teachers, and during the other half they acquire 
practical experience in the classroom. A smaller number of recruits 
came by way of the secondary schools from which the intending teachers, 
after three years’ tuition, join the primary schools as student teachers. 

Arrangements were made for two teachers to enter the Trinidad 
Government Training College in January, 1949. Two other teachers 
were sent to the Barbados Housecraft Centre for a six-month course of 
training. : 

School equipment distributed during the year reached a total value 
of £971 5s., the greater portion of which was met from Colonial Develop- 
ment and Welfare funds. 


SOCIAL WELFARE 


Proposals were under consideration for the reorganisation of the 
Department. The Group Organisation work continued during the year, 
but the proposals for reorganisation will affect the future of this scheme. 

One woman officer of the Department was sent to Barbados for a course 
of training in child care, nutrition and dressmaking. 


PART II 


Chapter 1: Population 


Tue census of April, 1946, showed the population of the Colony to 
be 61,660 (males 27,938 and females 33,722), as compared with the 
census of April, 1931, which recorded 47,961 (males 21,208 and females 
26,753)-an increase of 13,699 (males 6,730 and females 6,969) and a 
percentage increase of 28-6 (males 31-7 and females 26-0). 


The population of the Colony was distributed as follows: 


(a) Kingstown, the Capital : 4,831 (males 2,071, females 2,760) 
as compared with 1931 4,269 (males 1,720, females 2,549) 
an increase of 562 (males 351,females 211 


and a percentage increase of 13:2. 


(6) The suburban areas of 


Kingstown : 9,932 (males 4,407, females 5,525) 

as compared with 1931 6,947 (males 3,080, females 3,867) 

an increase of 2,985 (males 1,327, females 1,658) 
and a percentage increase of 43:0. 

(c) The rural aregs : 42,413 (males 19,522, females 22,891) 

as compared with 1931 33,062 (males 14,809, females 18,253) 

an increase of 9,351 (males 4,713, females 4,638) 
and a percentage increase of 28-3. 

(d) The Grenadines : 4,484 (males 1,938, females 2,546) 

as compared with 1931 3,683 (males 1,599, females 2,084) 

an increase of 801 (males 339, females 462) 


and a percentage increase of 21-7. 


Chapter 2: Occupations, Wages and Labour 
Organisation 


OCCUPATIONS 


The census of April, 1946, showed that the number of persons engaged 
in the agricultural industry was 11,299. ‘This industry continues to be 
the chief source of employment in the Colony and it is estimated that 
approximately 10,000 persons were employed in it during 1948. 

II a" 
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The estimated number of workers engaged in the other industries 
was as follows: 


(a) Manufacturing . ; . 2,000 
(5) Building and Road Construction . : . 2,000 
(c) Transport and Communication . ‘ : : 500 
(d) Trade and Commerce ‘ ‘ : ‘ . 1,100 
(e) Hotel and Personal Service . ; : . 2,000 
(f) Public and other Services . ; . 1,000 


WAGES AND HOURS OF WORK 
The prevailing wage-rates for agricultural workers were 60 cents and 
45 cents to a man and a woman respectively for a day of 8 hours work. 
The prescribed basic rates remained at 48 cents to a man and 36 cents 
to a woman, plus a cost-of-living bonus of Io per cent. 


The prevailing rates of wages in the other industries were as follows : 


(a) Manufacturing Industries 

Men: 60 cents to 72 cents for a day of 8 hours ; 

Men: $4.00 to $8.00 for a week of 48 to 60 hours ; 

Women : $3.60 to $4.80 for a week of 48 to 60 hours. 
(b) Building and Road Construction 

Building : Men: $1.08 to $2.04 for.a day of 8 hours ; 

Road : Men: 60 cents to 72 cents for a day of 8 hours; 

Women : 45 cents to 48 cents for a day of 8 hours. 

(c) Transport and Communication 

Men: $8.00 to $10.00 per week and $15.00 to $27.00 per month 

(10 hours work per day). 


(d) Trade and Commerce 


Men: $5.00 to $10.00 for a week of 42 to 48 hours ; 

Women : $4.00 to $8.00 for a week of 42 to 48 hours ; 

Men: $20.00 to $60.00 per month (42 to 48 hours work per 
week) ; 

Women : $16.00 to $48.00 per month (42 to 48 hours work per 
week), 


From 1st September, 1948, the undermentioned minimum 
rates of wages were prescribed for the first time for shop 
assistants : 
(1) In the Town of Kingstown and within a radius of two 
miles therefrom : 
(a) Male Shop Assistants 
$20.00 per month or $5.00 per week. 
(6) Female Shop Assistants 
$16.00 per month or $4.00 per week. 
(2) In all other areas: 
(a) Male Shop Assistants : 
$18.00 per month or $4.50 per week. 
(6) Female Shop Assistants : 
$14.00 per month or $3.50 per week. 
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(e) Hotel and Personal Services 


Women : $5.00 to $6.00 per month (with meals) or $10.00 to 
$12.00 per month (without meals) (10 hours work per 
day.) 

(f) Public Services 
(1) Government Clerical Service 
Probationary: {60 per annum. 
Class ITI: {£80 x {10—f100 per annum. 
Class II: {110 x £10—{200 per annum. 
Class I: {215 x £15—{£300 per annum. 
Special Grade: {£320 x {20—{400 per annum. 


(2) Primary School Teachers : 
Certificated Teachers (Selected Grade), men {120 x {10 
—f200 per annum, and women {110 X {10 to {160 per 
annum. 
Certificated Teachers (Long Grade), men {£80 x {5—{120 
per annum, and women {60 x £5 to {110 per annum. 
Uncertificated Teachers, {50 per annum. 
Student Teachers, {40 per annum, Fourth, Third, Second, 
First and Probationary Pupil Teachers, £25, £20, £15, £12 
and {9 per annum respectively. 

The cost-of-living bonus was increased from £16 per 
annum to amounts ranging from {19 to £39 12s. 6d. per annum 
on the salaries of all Government employees with effect from 
Ist January, 1947—on a basis ranging from 25 per cent on 
salaries in the lower brackets to 5 per cent on those in the 
higher brackets. 

A Committee was appointed by Government towards the 
end of 1947 to consider the question of the revision of salaries 
of certain classes of Government employees, and of wages of 
daily-paid Government workers, and to make recommenda- 
tions in this connection. 


COST-OF-LIVING 
The cost-of-living index figures for all items for each month of 1948 
and 1947 (basic year, 1939, taken as 100), in so far as working-class families 
are concerned were as follows : 


Year. Jan. Feb. Mar. April May fFune July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dee. 
1948 - 222 223 #4225 #«+$225 224 224 226 227 #=221 220 22I) 221 
1947 é 204 203 204 +1206 205 +206 208 $210 213 «+213 «+213 «214 


The percentage increase in the various groups at 31st December, 1948, 
and for the preceding year, were as follows: 


Fuel and 
Year Food Rent Cleaning Clothing All Other 
1948. : . 106, 40 118 233 105 


1947. : . 98 40 108 226 110 
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The percentage increases in the retail prices of staple foodstuffs and 
articles of clothing at the end of December, 1948, and for the previous 
year, were as follows: 


Staple foodstuffs 1948 1947 Clothing 1948 1947 
Beef, fresh . - 55°5  55°5 Bags, flour . - 41494 414°4 
Bread. d . 150 150 Chambray . - 313.3 326°7 
Fish, fresh . - 95 95 Cotton (white) . 333.3 275 
Flour . . 250 216-7 Denim. : - 345°5 336-4 
Milk, fresh . . 50 50 Drill (khaki). . 3083 270°8 
Oil, edible . . 889 88-9 Oxfords . 387°5 337°5 
Rice . EG Ss: 13323 Prints . - 2746 356-1 


Sugar (unrefined) 116-7 833 Shirts (working) . 290°2 209°8 


The discontinuance of the Government subsidy on flour and locally 
produced unrefined sugar resulted in the retail prices of flour being 
increased from g cents and 10 cents to 13 cents and 14 cents per lb. as 
from 2oth January, 1948, and those of unrefined sugar from 6 cents and 
64 cents to 64 cents and 7 cents per Ib. as from 6th March, 1948, in 
town and country districts, respectively. 

In consequence of the increase in the price of flour, the weight of a 
penny loaf of bread was accordingly reduced from 2 oz. to 13 oz. as from 
2oth January, 1948. 

The retail prices of flour were subsequently reduced from 13 cents 
and 14 cents to 10$ cents and 11 cents per lb. in town and country 
districts, respectively, and the weight of a penny loaf of bread was increased 
from 12 oz. to 2 0z. as from 7th September, 1948, to the end of the 
year. 


LABOUR ORGANISATION 


Staff and Duties of the Department of Labour 


The staff of the Department of Labour during the year comprised 
the Labour Commissioner, who is responsible for the administration of 
the Department, one Senior Clerk (Class I), and two Junior Clerks. 

The chief functions of the Department are to supervise conditions of 
employment ; to ensure the enforcement of labour legislation ; to inves- 
tigate all representations made by employers and workers with a view to 
settling disputes and improving industrial relations ; to visit the various 
places of employment in order to study wage-rates, hours of work, living 
conditions, conditions of work in factories ; to collect and collate statistics 
relating to the number of workers employed and unemployed, cost-of- 
living and migration ; and generally to do all in its power to promote a 
harmonious relationship between employers and employees. 


Labour Disputes 

No strikes or lockouts occurred during the year. Three hundred and 
eighteen persons, however, sought the advice and assistance of officers of 
the Department. Investigations were made which, in the majority of 
cases. resulted in settlements satisfactory to the parties concerned. 
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The cases dealt with were as follows: 


Enquiries about local employment ; : ; . 83 
Enquiries about overseas employment . : #. 32 
Non-payment of wages for work performed . ; 42 
Termination of services without notice or payment of 
wages in lieu thereof . 71 
Ex-servicemen seeking employment ; . 16 


Enquiries by ex-servicemen about loans 
Enquiries about compensation for injuries sustained during 


the course of employment : 5 
Enquiries about the termination of tenancy of lands x. A 
Miscellaneous’. ; ; ‘ : ; . 62 

TOTAL 318 
Trade Unions 


There are three registered trade unions in the Colony, but only one, 
namely, the St. Vincent General Workers Union, functioned during 
the year. ‘This union had a membership of 1,209 persons at 31st Decem- 
ber, 1948, as compared with 759 for the corresponding period of 1947. 

The union is composed of the following classes of workers : 


Class of Worker Number 
Manual workers. ; ; . 592 
Artisans and craftsmen _. : ; ; . 230 
Commercial clerks. . 60 
Waterfront workers . : : : ; : 78 
Bakers. ‘ : : ; ; ‘ 29 
Transport workers. : ; ‘ : : 13 
Vendors and salesmen : : ; ‘ 28 
Speculators and shippers. é ; ; : 49 
Seamen . : ; : : : : 62 
Miscellaneous. ; : ; ; : 68 





TOTAL 1,209 





The Labour Commissioner attended two meetings of the union and 
addressed the workers on labour conditions generally, with special 
reference to employment overseas. 

Mr. Louis Duncan, a member of the St. Vincent General Workers’ 
Union, attended the training course for trade unionists in the British 
West Indies which was held in Barbados. 


Labour Advisory Board 
Three meetings of the Labour Advisory Board were held during 
the year. ‘The chief subjects discussed were as follows : 
(1) Proposed amendment to the clauses of the Workmen’s Compen- 
sation Ordinance, dealing with compensation payable to a worker 
for injuries sustained during the course of his employment ; 


16 ANNUAL REPORT: ST. VINCENT, B.W.I. 


(2) Minimum wages for shop assistants ; 
(3) Conditions governing the employment of female domestic workers 
employed in private households. 


Waterfront Workers 

With a view to regulating terms and conditions of employment of 
waterfront workers, the Labour Commissioner convened two meetings 
of the contractors engaged by the local agents of shipping companies and 
the local representatives of shipping companies. 

As no figures were available to show the earnings of the waterfront 
workers it was agreed that the contractors should keep a record of the 
amounts paid to workers employed by them during the months of 
September and October, at the expiration of which period the matter 
would be further discussed. 


Domestic Workers 

Meetings of housewives and domestic workers in the Kingstown 
District were also convened by the Labour Commissioner during Sep- 
tember, 1948, for the purpose of establishing acceptable conditions of 
employment for female domestic workers employed in private households. 

The need for the training of these workers was also discussed, and 
arrangements have been made with the Social Welfare Department to 
undertake a suitable course of training. Certificates of competency will 
be issued to the successful workers. 

The conditions of employment which have been drawn up deal with 
the hours of work, weekly rest period, wage rates, aprons and caps, 
holidays, sick leave, duties, and termination of service. All concerned 
have been asked to give their full co-operation so as to ensure the satis- 
factory working of these arrangements. 


Labour Legislation 

The following labour legislation was enacted during the year : 

(1) The Shops (Hours of Opening and Employment) (Amendment) 
Ordinance, No. 4 of 1948, which prescribes the opening hours of 
restaurants, unlicensed refreshment houses and parlours, and the 
non-employment on Christmas Day, Good Friday or on any 
public holiday of shop assistants who had been employed during 
the normal hours of opening to serve therein. The Ordinance 
became effective from 4th May, 1948. 

(2) The Department of Labour (Minimum Wage) (Shop Assistants) 
Order, No. 68 of 1948, which became effective from 1st September, 
1948, and prescribes the minimum rates of wages to be paid to 
shop assistants. 

(3) The Sugar Export Cess Ordinance, No. 32 of 1948, which pre- 
scribes for the levy of a cess on sugar exported from the Colony 
and establishes certain funds for the purpose of furthering the 
interests of the sugar industry and the workers engaged therein. 
This Ordinance became effective as from 1st July, 1948. 
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Factory Legislation ° 

Provision has been made in the Estimates for 1949 for obtaining the 
part-time services of a qualified factory inspector from the United 
Kingdom. 


Labour Migration 

No workers were recruited from this Colony during the year. 

One hundred and eighty-eight non-recruited workers left the Colony: 
for the Netherlands West Indies (Aruba 151: 118 males, 33 females, 
and Curacao 37: 16 males, 21 females). Seventy recruited workers 
returned from the Netherlands West Indies (Aruba 68 and Curagao 2) 
during the year ; the majority of these workers were on vacation, and will 
return to the Netherlands West Indies to continue their contracts with 
their employers. 


Rehabilitation of Ex-Servicemen 

Three meetings of the Rehabilitation Committee were held during 
the period under review for the purpose of considering applications from 
ex-servicemen for resettlement into civil life. 

The sum of $709.42 was expended by Government during the year 
in the payment of maintenance allowances, purchase of tools, etc., for 
those men who were receiving vocational training. 

Of the $4,360.20 loaned by Government to nine ex-servicemen for 
the purchase of motor vehicles and land, and for providing homes, 
balances amounting to $1,854.00 were outstanding at 31st December, 


1948. 


Chapter 3: Public Finance and Taxation 


In the following table, which sets out separately the figures of local 
revenue and expenditure and those relative to Colonial Development 
and Welfare Schemes, there is presented a picture of progressive expan- 
sion throughout the period from 1939 to 1947: 


Year Local C.D. and W. Total Local C.D. and W. Total 
Revenue Expenditure 
£ £ £ £ £ £ 
1939 , 101,862 276 102,138 100,347 26 100,372 
1940 . ~=-115,904 = * 115,904 106,371 3,416 109,787 
1941 ‘ 115,659 3,604 126,388 111,207 501 111,708 
1942 , 115,715 — * 117,023 125,420 12,100 137,520 
1943 , 162,420 22,780 185,200 141,032 18,823 159,855 
1944 ‘ 183,899 23,778 pee 166,522 18,516 185,038 
1945 : 189,639 26,057 ae ,696 200,876 49,216 250,092 
1946 ‘ 217,694 120,764 38,458 224,066 105,158 329,224 
1947 - 282,494 67,386 349. 880 256,331 68,957 325,288 
1948 - 308,817 42,996 351,813 303,731 45,680 349,411 


* Imperial Grant in 1941 of £7,125 and in 1942 of £1,308. 


There were five main heads of Revenue—viz., Customs, Licences, 
Excise afd other Internal Revenue, Fees of Court or Office, etc., Post 
Office, and Electricity and Telephones—and, as the following statement 
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discloses, these sources forfhed the Colony’s mainstay consistently 
throughout the period : 


Electricity 
Year - Customs _ Licences, Fees, Post and 
etc. etc. Office Telephone 


£ £ £ £ £ 
1939 - =» 550,747 27,427 7:375 2,972 6,870 
1940. =. 54,513 37,022 7,092 2,667 7,389 
1941. . 55,685 34,946 7,981 3,287 8,084 
1942. . 43,278 41,638 9,212 8,396 7,984 
1943. . 68,563 54,074 9,639 15,115 9,690 
1944 . . 85,693 61,529 10,585 10,627 10,333 
1945 . . 77,652 69,394 11,913 12,601 11,361 
1946 . . 84,255 69,650 19,195 21,586 13,002 
1947 . . 110,029 106,212 17,766 24,032 13,943 
1948 . . 110,224 91,872 19,152 19,737 14,909 


The main heads of expenditure showed no variation from those of 
previous years : 


Year Public Pen- Educa-  Elec- Medi- Miscel- Police P.W. P.W. Trea- 

Debt _ sions tion tricity cal _laneous Rec. Ext. sury 

. £ £ £ £ £ £ £ 

1939. . 8,213 6,310 12,831 4,874 19,071 5,046 6,041 6,849 6,690 4,199 
1940. . 8,354 5,737 13,807 5,574 18,7908 4,860 6,584 7,986 7,740 4,520 
1941. - 8,704 7,127 15,325 5,594 19,506 8,500 6,875 8,486 3,621 4,902 
1942. . 8,782 6,903 15,093 6,632 22,688 10,082 7,535 12,345 4,828 4,801 
1943 - 8,833 6,210 16,837 7,503 24,756 14,066 8,813 14,689 4,515 4,863 
1944 . . 8,889 7,622 17,845 9,596 26,866 18,525 10,043 10,042 4,437 6,973 
1945. . 8,815 7,399 25,010 10,035 27,637 31,388 12,141 17,305 8,305 9,067 
1946. . 8,769 7,064 21,802 9,607 30,106 23,520 12,440 26,667 25,060 9,696 
1947 . - 8,925 7,134 ee 10,908 34,821 31,083 14,311 31,915 28,524 11,466 
1948. . 8,935 7,961 24,788 13,266 37,961 33,295 14,223 23,237 17,789 11,727 


The Public Debt at 31st December, 1948, totalled £67,577 including 
local loan issues as follows : 
£ 


Kingstown Board Water Supply Loan, 1930 . : 300 
Land Settlement Loan, 1932-35 . : ; . 4,100 
District Water Supply Loan, 1934. ; 3 . 1,000 
Public Purposes Loan, 1937 . : ; ; . 9,060 


Telephone Loan, 1938 . . 1,500 
Electricity Generating Unit Loan, 1939 . ‘ . 3,636 
£19,596 


A statement of the Assets and Liabilities, including a comparative 
statement of Revenue and Expenditure for 1947, is attached as 3 Appen- 
dix I. 

The main heads of taxation and the yield in 1948 appear below : 
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Import Duties. : : ; ; . 85,924 
Export Duties. , : ‘ : - 23,270 
Licences : ; : : ; ; : - 4,907 
Excise Duties ‘ ‘ : : ‘ ; - 25,614 
Trade Duty . é ; : ; : : . 10,201 
Income Tax. ; : ‘ : ‘ : . 37,028 
Stamp Duties ; ‘ : : , ‘ » 5,225 
Land and House Tax . : ‘ ; : : 6,211 
Estate Duties , ; ‘ : ; ‘ - 544 

£198,924 


The principal features of the Customs Tariff are reproduced in the 
table at Appendix II. 

Locally manufactured spirits bear an excise duty of 14s. 2d. per proof 
gallon and, in addition, a trade duty is imposed on locally manufactured 
rum of 2s. per proof gallon, and on imported spirits between 3s. and 6s. 
per gallon, liquid or proof according to circumstances. 

The minimum rate of income tax, in the case of individuals, is three 
cents in the dollar, andthe maximum 78 cents. ‘The surtax mentioned in 
the previous year’s report has been abolished as such and incorporated 
in the new tax scale. The incidence of tax at varying income charge 
levels is set out at Appendix III. 

In the cases of companies the tax is at the flat rate of 30 cents in the dollar. 

The more important stamp duties are detailed at Appendix IV. 

The basic land tax in St. Vincent and Union Island, the largest 
dependency, is 24 cents per acre or part thereof up to 10 acres, and an 
additional 24 cents per acre or fractional part in excess of 10 acres. Land 
tax in the Grenadine Islands is as follows : : 


(a) Upon land in the island of Bequia—14 cents per acre or fractional 
part of an acre. 

(6) Upon land in the island of Canouan—12 cents per acre or frac- 
tional part of an acre. 

(c) Upon land in the island of Mustique—18 cents per acre or frac- 
tional part of an acre. 

(2) Upon land in the islands of Mayreau, Balliceau and Battawia— 
6 cents per acre or fractional part of an acre. 

The minimum tax payable in respect of the above is 24 cents. 

The tax upon houses, levied only in St. Vincent, Union Island and 

Bequia, is based on the assessed annual rental as follows: 


$14.40 and not exceeding $24 . : : 48 c. per house 
Over $24.00 ,,_ ,, 5 $28.80 . ; ; GOGe- 5-5 
» $28.80 ,, ,, 5 $36.00. ; 80c. ,, 4, 
» $36.00 ,, ,, ae $43.20. ; : g6c 4, 4; 
»» $43.20 4, 45, ‘5 $48.00. . $1.20 ~~, ,, 
» $48.00 ,, ,, 2 $60.00 . ; . $160 4, ,, 
»» $60.00 $72.00 . . $2.40 - 


$72.00 at ‘the rate of $24. oO per centum of the ey annual rental. 
3" 
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These taxes are payable without penalty between rst November and 
31st December. During the following January arrears of unpaid taxes are 
subject to a fine of six cents where the total due does not exceed $4.80, and 
at the rate of eight per cent on amounts in excess. Thereafter all outstand- 
ing amounts are collected by a bailiff under warrant of levy and execution. 


Chapter 4: Currency and Banking 


There is no local currency, and all the gold, silver and bronze coins of 
the United Kingdom circulate at face value. Silver is legal tender for any 
amount and copper for any sum not exceeding 1s. Trinidad Government 
currency notes exchange at the rate of 4s. 2d. per dollar and are unrestricted 
as legal tender. 

The only note issue bank in the Colony is Barclays Bank (Dominion, 
Colonial and Overseas), which carries out general banking operations and 
had, in 1948, a note circulation of £28,440. Interest-bearing deposits 
are limited in the Savings Branch to {500 and the rate allowed is 1 per 
cent per annum. 

Savings departments are also operated by the St. Vincent Agricultural 
Credit and Loan Bank, Ltd., which was established for the purpose of 
assisting peasants with money advances for crop cultivation; and by 
the St. Vincent Co-operative Bank, Ltd., formed for general co-operative 
activities and assistance. ‘The rate of interest allowed is 2 per cent in each 
case ; at 31st December, 1947, the former organisation held £13,741 to the 
credit of 1,499 depositors and the latter £5,556 on behalf of 1,679 depositors. 

The Government Savings Bank enforces a limit of £1,000 for amounts 
held on deposit by any individual at any one time. At 31st December, 
1937, the total to the credit of 2,455 depositors amounted to £94,708, 
the rate of interest earned being 2$ per cent per annum. 


Chapter 5: Commerce 


There were no outstanding commercial developments during the year, 
but trade was well maintained in spite of unsettled conditions still existing 
in world markets as an aftermath of the war. The main imports and 
exports, as compared with the preceding year’s quantities, are annexed 
as Appendix V. 


Chapter 6: Production 


The island’s production is almost entirely agricultural, the chief crops 
in their order of importance as shown by the value of their exports during 
1948 being arrowroot starch, copra, Sea Island cotton, sweet potatoes, 
groundnuts, livestock and cassava starch. Minor agricultural products 
contributing to the island’s economy, mainly through their sale on the 
local market, were notably sugar, edible oil, miscellaneous food crops, 
animals and animal products. 

Arrowroot was once again the most important crop, enjoying a virtual 
monopoly in world markets. In 1948 its export value was nearly treble 
that of its nearest competitor, copra, and amounted in quantity to a little 
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over 64 million pounds. The total production for the same year exceeded 
exports by about 402,746 lb., which represents the portion of the produc- 
tion consumed locally. 

Shipments of starch are made through a single agency, the St. 
Vincent Co-operative Arrowroot Association, to markets situated chiefly 
in the U.S.A. and the United Kingdom, where the product is in very fair 
demand. In 1948 the exports to the U.S.A. amounted to over four 
million Ib., and those to the United Kingdom to nearly two million, 
while small quantities were disposed of in Canada and the neighbouring 
West Indian islands. 

Both large- and small-scale growers contribute to the island’s arrow- 
root production, but while the area cultivated by peasants amounted to 
nearly half the total under arrowroot, this group produced only 13 per 
cent of the total annual production of starch. This is accounted for by 
the relatively poor lands available to peasants, the difficulty of obtaining 
adequate credit facilities for the purchase of essential commodities such 
as artificial fertilisers, and the fact that a large proportion of the peasantry 
is ignorant of the advantages of mixed farming practices, although some 
have now been converted to the use of artificial manures. A further 
cause for the apparently low yields of peasant-grown arrowroot is the 
practice of retaining a portion of the peasants’ starch at the factories in 
payment for the processing of rhizomes. 

The acreage for the 1947-48 crop has not shown any appreciable 
increase over that of the previous year, but average yields on the whole 
appear to be slightly higher. 

The two granite-edged runner mills presented by the Colonial Pro- 
ducts Research Council for the carrying out of local trials in the processing 
of both rhizomes and “ bittie ’’, arrived in the Colony towards the end 
of September, and one has since been installed at Wallilabou factory 
(Leeward) where the initial trials will be carried out. 

Sea Island cotton, which usually ranks second in the order of import- 
ance of the island’s agricultural products, showed a slight increase in 
production during 1948. A total of 1,865 acres were planted in Sea 
Island cotton for the 1947-48 crop as compared with 1,598 acres in 
1946-47. Of the 1947-48 acreage, only 579 acres were planted by 
estates. The yield per acre was considerably better and averaged 161 lb. 
of lint as against 137 lb. in 1946-47. ‘Total lint production amounted to 
725 bales as compared with 548 bales in 1946-47. ‘The increase in acreage 
planted was principally due to the higher price, 3s. 6d. per lb., offered. 

As a result of a visit to the Colony earlier in the year by Mr. Ian 
Oliver, and subsequent negotiations carried out by the cotton producers 
in the Island with the Raw Cotton Commission, a price of $1.00 per lb. 
was guaranteed for the First White lint of the 1948-49 crop. Final 
returns for acreage are not yet available, but estimates based on sales of 
planting seed and reports of Agricultural Officers place the acreage for 
1948-49 crop at approximately 3,159 acres with an estimated production. 
of goo bales of lint. There is no doubt that the early negotiations in 
regard to price, made prior to the commencement of the general planting 
season, have resulted in the increase in acreage planted, and it is sincerely 
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hoped that this arrangement will continue in future years if a stable 
supply is to be assured. 

The Central Cotton Ginnery maintains an oil expressing and refining 
plant, which operated during the year and produced both cotton seed and 
coconut oil, with their by-products of stock feed and manure. The 
additional oil expelling plant which was purchased in 1947 was installed 
early in 1948. A new deodorising plant ordered in 1947 for the treat- 
ment of coconut and possibly fish oils arrived in the Colony in 1948 
and was erected by the end of the year. This new addition to the Ginnery 
should assist in the building up of an export trade in refined and deodorised 
edible oils. 

The low quality, perennial Marie Galante cotton was finally eradi- 
cated in the Southern Grenadines and the change over to Sea Island cotton 
during 1948 has resulted in over 100 acres being put under cultivation 
of this crop in the islands. Weather conditions were extremely favour- 
able and reports so far received indicate good crop prospects. 

With the world shortage of oils and fats the coconut industry continues 
to occupy a major position in the island’s economy. ‘Two meetings by 
the Working Committee of the Oils and Fats Conference, British Carib- 
bean Area, were held in Barbados during January and August, 1948. 

The total production of whole nuts for the Colony during 1948 is 
estimated at 10,000,000 from a total area of approximately 5,000 acres. , 
Of this quantity nearly go per cent was produced by estates. Exports 
of copra during 1948 amounted to 1,481 tons valued at $302,124, and 
472 tons were processed at the Central Cotton Ginnery in the manu- 
facture of refined oil, soap, stock feed and manure. In addition, 79,660 
whole nuts valued at $3,247 were exported during the year. . 

The production of sugar by the Mt. Bentinck Factory, the only 
sugar factory in the island, has increased considerably during recent 
years and exports during the year totalled 400 tons valued at $56,080. 
For the 1947-48 crop, a total of 2,352 tons of dark crystals were produced 
by the factory as compared with 1,790 tons for that of 1946-47. 

The acreage under cane cultivation during 1948 showed an increase 
of approximately 80 acres over that of 1947. This increase was largely 
due to extended cultivations both by estate and peasant proprietors in 
those areas surrounding the Mt. Bentinck Sugar Factory and also to 
advances of $10.00 per acre made by the Company for every acre of canes 
planted by peasants in the neighbouring areas. With the assistance of 
Agricultural Officers, planting material of improved varieties of cane were 
distributed by the management of Mt. Bentinck Estate to cane-farmers 
in the outlying districts. On the Three Rivers Land Settlement, sulphate 
of ammonia was also advanced on loan by the management of Mt. 
Bentinck Estates to peasants cultivating sugar cane. A bonus of 50 cents 
per ton of cane was paid at the end of the year to all growers. 

During the year 54,514 proof gallons of rum were manufactured by 
the Mt. Bentinck Distillery. 

There is still no evidence of recovery in the Colony’s fancy molasses ex- 
port trade, and during the year exports of this product were again negligible. 

The cassava industry of the Colony which increased considerably 
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during war years, because of high prices and enhanced demand, particu- 
larly in Trinidad, and had begun to show a decline in 1945 when compet- 
ing shipments from South America began to reappear on the market, 
showed a marked upward trend in 1948. Exports from the Colony in 
1948 amounted to 663,023 lb. valued at $57,761 as compared with 
565,320 lb. valued at $43,162 in 1947. ‘Total cassava starch production 
for the island was estimated at 750,000 Ib., of which about 45 per cent 
was produced by estates and, in addition, it is estimated that about 5 per 
cent of the total area under cassava was utilised for the production of the 
local food known as “ farine ”, while about 2 per cent was accounted for 
by ‘‘ sweet ’’ varieties consumed locally as a vegetable. 

The production of groundnuts, again a serious competitor for lands 
suitable for other crops, made a valuable contribution to the island’s 
export trade. Exports of groundnuts amounted to 498,001 lb. valued 
at $99,675 as compared with 498,624 lb. valued at $83,741 for the 
year 1947. Prices on the whole remained fairly constant, but towards 
the end of the year dropped slightly again owing to the glut on the 
Trinidad market caused by South American production. 

Production of food crops is difficult to estimate, since nearly the 
whole supply is grown by peasants on small holdings, for which no records 
are available, but it is estimated that 10,000 acres are annually devoted | 
to food crops, and that average annual production for the most common 
of the food crops is: 


Sweet potatoes. , : . 9% million Ib. 
Tannias, Dasheen, Eddoes ; . 3 - 
Yams .. : 4 55 . 


In addition, smaller miantdes sta maize, Bisson peas, beans, plantains, 
pumpkins, etc., are grown annually and make a considerable aggregate 
contribution to the island’s food supply. It must, however, be recorded 
that the corn crop in the Southern Grenadines in 1948 exceeded all 
expectations, owing principally to favourable weather conditions, and is 
reputed to be the largest reaped over the last 10 years. Kerosene oil 
drums had to be imported from Trinidad to store the surplus, all of which 
is for local consumption. 

The exports of livestock this year showed a decided upward trend in 
spite of the efforts to control exportation to provide for local needs. 
Livestock again took sixth place on the list of exports, displacing cassava 
starch in order of importance. Customs returns for 1948 show a total 
value of $93,969 for all classes exported as compared with $80,529.60 
for the previous year. Efforts to improve the quality of local livestock 
through the agency of the district stud centres continue, and greater use 
is being made by livestock owners of the animals stationed at these centres. 

Fishery production is estimated at 373,871 lb. for 1948. Two thousand 
six hundred and fifty-seven gallons of Black Fish (Pilot Whale) oil, valued 
at $4,250, were shipped to purchasers in Barbados and Trinidad during 
the year. 

Four fishermen’s associations were in operation during the year 
with appreciable savings to their credit. 

A whale was taken at Bequia which yielded 1,200 gallons of oil. 


Chapter 7: Social Services 
EDUCATION 


Primary education is free but not compulsory. It is provided, at the 
expense of the Government for the most part, for all children of five to 
15 years of age. Religious bodies still own a majority of the schools 
though their financial contribution is very small. 

Of the 38 primary schools, 16 are Government-owned while the 
remaining 22 comprise nine Anglican, 11 Methodist and two Roman 
‘Catholic. All the schools are co-educational. 

Most of the buildings are overcrowded, in poor condition and lacking 
in playground space and other amenities. The total available floor-space 
is about one-half of what is needed. Apart from the conversion and 
transfer to a new site of a war-time military hut there was no primary 
school building during the year, as the shortage of technical staff in the 
Public Works Department proved to be an insurmountable obstacle. 

The progress of the Kingstown Preparatory School, a new fee-paying 
combined infant-junior school, will be watched with interest. It was 
established in response to an insistent demand for better conditions which 
would permit the use of modern methods of teaching for the youngest 
children. The enrolment reached 60 at the end of the year and is steadily 
increasing. 

A considerable proportion of the teachers are pupil-teachers. Some 
pupil-teachers are part-time, the remainder whole-time. The former 
receive tuition from the supervising teachers for half of each school day. 

The qualified teachers have either a local certificate without training 
or have received training for one year or two years at a training college 
situated in another Colony. The qualification for the local certificate or 
for admission to the training college is the Cambridge School Certificate 
or its equivalent. 

The right of appointment and of dismissal is in the hands of the 
Governor who acts on the recommendation of the Education Officer in 
the case of Government schools and of the Committee of Management in 
the case of assisted schools. 

The salaries of teachers of all grades were raised as from 1st January, 
1949, for the second time in four years. Certificated men and women 
teachers in the Long Grade may reach a maximum of {150 per annum, 
while those in the Selected Grade may reach {250 and {200 per annum 
respectively. In addition a house allowance is payable to all teachers and 
charge pay to head teachers. | 

During the year under review, out of an estimated population of 65,100 
and a school-age population of 19,591, the enrolment and average 
attendance (all sessions included) were 13,679 and 7,305 respectively ; 
the average attendance is thus 53 per cent only of the enrolment. 

The organisation of school meals is still in its early stages. School 
kitchens are in operation at seven schools. The number of meals served 
during the year was over 40,000. Government contributes one cent 
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towards the cost of each meal, the remainder being contributed either in 
cash or in kind by children or other parties. 

An important step in the direction of pre-vocational training was 
taken during the year with the establishment of the Georgetown Manual 
Training Centre where pupils of the Georgetown School receive training 
in woodwork, basketry and bookcraft. 

The Education Department has obtained a 16-mm. sound projector 
and arrangements have been made for the regular supply of educational 
films or film strips. 

Secondary education is provided at two Government schools, one 
for boys the other for girls. The enrolment at both schools reached 
the highest figure since their establishment—215 boys and 218 girls. 

Both schools now take their pupils as far as the Cambridge Higher 
School Certificate Examination. A university scholarship is awarded 
every three years on the results of this examination. ‘The boys’ school 
includes woodwork in its curriculum and the girls’ school housecraft 
and a commercial course. 

In December, 1947, out of 17 candidates presented by the Grammar 
(Boys) School for the Cambridge School Certificate and seven for the 
Higher School Certificate examinations, there were 14 and four successes, 
respectively. Seven out of 14 candidates from the Girls’ School were 
successful in the School Certificate examination, but none attempted the 
Higher School Certificate examination in that year. The average age 
at which School Certificate is taken is 17 years for boys and slightly higher 
for girls. 

In the interests of greater economy and efficiency, provision has been 
made for the holding of combined classes of the more advanced pupils 
in the two schools. The facilities for the teaching of science are being 
improved. 

The age range in the two schools was from eight to 19 years, but since 
the establishment in September, 1948, of a preparatory school for pupils 
of five to 11 years of age, the age of admission to the secondary schools has 
been raised from eight to 11 years. 

The usual games—cricket, football, tennis for boys, and tennis and 
netball for girls—are played. Annual athletic sports are held by each 
school. 

Other out-of-school activities include Scouting, Guiding, Cadet 
Corps, debating and gardening. 

In April, the boys took part in the Annual Windward Islands Inter- 
Schools Games and Athletics Contest which was held in Saint Lucia. 

Some interest has been aroused in adult education. Associations of 
voluntary workers have been formed in various rural centres with the 
object of teaching illiterates. The extra-mural classes of the University 
College of the West Indies have not yet been started, but with the appoint- 
ment of a Resident Tutor for the Windward Islands, it is expected that 
these classes will soon be in operation. 

The Board of Education, consisting of 14 members, serves as the 
general advisory body on education and held five meetings during the 
year. 
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HEALTH 


In present circumstances, it is not possible to obtain statistics of 
diseases by occupations, and at the time of writing returns showing 
the incidence of diseases were not available. The returns of infectious 
diseases notified during the year 1948 compared with 1947 are: 


1947 1948 
Cases Deaths Cases Deaths 
Dysentery . 11g I 2 — 
Influenza . . 249 I 529 5 
Pneumonia 88 20 66 II 
Enteric Fever. 275 32 51 IO 


The incidence of enteric fever is higher than usual, owing no doubt 
to the number of carriers that were left over from the 1947 epidemic. 

The institutional needs of the Colony are served by a single general 
hospital of 100 beds at Kingstown, and by two cottage hospitals of six beds 
each at Georgetown and Chateaubelair. ‘Two other cottage hospitals 
are nearing completion at Bequia and Belair, and two more are projected 
at Biabou and Pembroke. Other central institutions include a pauper 
asylum for 125 inmates, a leper asylum which can house about 20 inmates, 
and a mental hospita! for 100 cases. ‘The seven rural districts are served, 
in addition to the cottage hospitals referred to above, by 20 dispensaries, 
at which weekly clinics are held in most cases. ‘These are slowly being 
replaced by permanent buildings with a nurse in residence, from which a 
daily service will be available for cases of minor diseases. Five of these 
new units are now in existence. During the greater part of 1948, two 
districts were without doctors in residence. Seventeen district nurses 
and midwives, 10 dispensers and two staff nurses were also employed. 

Nine Sanitary Inspectors are posted to the rural districts, acting under 
the direction and supervision of a Sanitary Superintendent, whose duties 
are to ensure that the provisions of the Public Health Ordinance are 
observed, particularly those dealing with buildings, nuisances, water 
supplies and similar matters. 

New developments during 1948 were all connected with schemes 
financed under Development and Welfare in the West Indies and are 
described in the appropriate section of this report. 


HOUSING 


During the years 1940-42 an island-wide survey of housing was 
undertaken in St. Vincent, and the results were published early in 
1943. These showed grave defects in housing sanitation and water 
supplies. It was estimated that three to four thousand new houses would 
have to be built, which, at a cost of {100 to £200 a house, would require 
the expenditure of £300,000 to £800,000 if the cost was to be borne by 
Government. This was so entirely beyond the financial resources of the 
Colony that for a time it seemed that nothing at all could be done and 
attention was turned to the less difficult, but by no means easy, problems 
of water and sanitation. However, early in 1946 town planning and 
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slum clearance legislation was passed and a Central Housing and Planning 
Authority appointed. This authority was initially a department of the 
Government but emerged as a corporate body before the close of the year. 

The problem before this body was to devise some practicable means 
of improving the conditions revealed by the Survey. An old problem 
was at hand for experiment in Sandy Bay, a Carib Settlement of about 
80 acres, situated on the lower slopes of the Soufriére Volcano. Its 
inhabitants numbered just under 1,000 and they lived in a fairly compact 
village on terrain ill-adapted for house-building, and affording a very 
limited number of sites where houses could be built at all. Their water 
supply consisted of one shallow well, situated on the beach just above high 
water, and two-thirds of the houses had no latrines owing to the difficulty 
of constructing pits in the rocky soil. In times of heavy rain destructive 
torrents of water rushed down the hillside, causing deep erosion channels, 
destroying crops and stock, washing houses away, and threatening the 
safety of school and church. For upwards of twenty years means had 
been sought of affording relief for this community and the Government 
had acquired some forty acres in the vicinity which contained sufficient 
good building land for the total removal of the village to the new site. 
This land was conveyed to the Central Authority by the Government. 
A very complete social survey of the village had been undertaken in 1945, 
and the Government now provided a sum of £2,400 for this and a similar 
undertaking at Chester Cottage, so that the field was now set for action, 
and in November, 1946, work began. 

The Authority had to consider how to remove the village with the 
money available. ‘There were some 200 householders involved, and it 
was clear that the sum remaining, after the costs of layout and water 
supply had been deducted from the £2,400, would allow very little in 
the way of assistance for each householder. First, the land was surveyed, 
laid out into some 210 building lots, earth roads were built and at the 
same time a piped water supply was installed from a good source in the 
hills some half-mile away. In these early days the assistance and guidance 
of the Town Planning Adviser to the Colonial Development and Welfare 
Organisation in the West Indies and of the Executive Architect of the 
Windward Islands were available and very greatly appreciated. ‘The 
intention was to provide each bona fide householder of the old village with 
a freehold plot in the new village without charge, and to render as much 
assistance as the funds would allow in moving houses to the new site or 
in building new ones. After the allocation of the lots, a long and weari- 
some business, involving much hesitation and changing of minds, ‘com- 
plicated by determined attempts of people from other villages to stake 
claims, a further series of meetings were held with the villagers to discover 
how much they could help themselves, and how much they must rely 
upon assistance. It was carefully explained to all that this assistance would 
be made in kind, and only to a very limited extent indeed in cash. Rather 
extravagant demands were made at first, but eventually, in most cases, 
the offer of building materials to the value of £6 to £7, to be repaid in 
monthly instalments over a period of two to three years, was acceptable. 
It was made obligatory on every householder to accept at cost price a 
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prefabricated concrete latrine top, manufactured on the spot by members 
of the Public Health Engineering Unit, and installed by them over a 
bore-hole. Permission was obtained to fell trees on Crown lands in the 
hills above the new village and sawyers were employed to cut these into 
planks and scantling. Nails, shingles, felt roofing and similar building 
materials were purchased, and a store was opened from which the villagers 
could buy materials at cost price or obtain them against the amount of 
the loan sanctioned in each case. 

By the end of 1948, the installation of the village on its new site was 
virtually complete. One hundred and fifty-eight houses, all but 20 
with latrines installed, were completed and occupied or on the point of 
being completed. A very good water supply had been installed, in which 
six standpipes wefe supplied from an 8,o0o0-gallon distribution tank, as 
well as two four-cubicled bath-houses for men and women, and a con- 
tinuous overflow water supply at a convenient spot in a dry river-bed 
where the women could launder their clothes. Some swings and-see-saws 
and a small roundabout had been put up for the children. A cemetery 
had been laid out. The total expenditure at this time, excluding the 
cost of the land, had been £1,933 8s. 4d., of which {£571 4s. 44d. was 
recoverable, on account of advances of materials made. In addition, the 
Public Works Department had built a dispensary, and quarters for a 
dispenser and nurse from additional funds, provided by Development 
and Welfare, and, in the case of the dispenser’s quarters, from Colony 
funds. An unexpected result of the creation of this new village, with 
amenities not usually found amongst the older villages, was its immediate 
popularity among holiday-makers from all over the island. On one Bank 
Holiday it was estimated that nearly 2,000 visitors picnicked in the vicinity, 
and as many as 23 motor omnibuses have been known to visit the village 
in a single day in spite of its remoteness and the bad condition of the road 
of approach. 

This successful and economical experiment set the pattern for future 
work of a like nature, though variations have been introduced according 
to circumstances. The salient points are: 

(a) the provision of a freehold house spot, free in the case of Sandy 
Bay, but in later projects on payment of a small sum, usually £5, 
to be repaid by monthly instalments ; 

(5) the opening of a store where building materials can be bought 
at cost price ; 

(c) the issue of building materials in limited amounts on promise of 
repayment by monthly instalments over a period of years ; 

(d) the compulsory installation of a latrine unit at cost price, on 
monthly repayments ; 

(e) the installation of an adequate water supply with such additional 
amenities as bath houses and laundry sites as can be afforded. 

The response to such assistance is in most cases surprisingly great, 
and the advance of materials to the value of {10 usually results in the 
erection of a house of a value of ten times the expenditure incurred by the 
Authority. Projects of a similar nature are now being undertaken at 
the villages of Chester Cottage and Enhams, and are under consideration 
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for Cocoa, Richmond and Mount Bentinck and Basin Hole villages. 
The last is of particular interest, not only on account of the size of the 
village and the degree of overcrowding, over-building and squalor, but 
because it will be the first attempt at improving housing conditions under- 
taken jointly by the Authority and a private concern, the Mount Bentinck 
Estates Ltd., on whose land the village is situated. 

Intimately bound up with the question of rural housing is that of 
building materials better and cheaper than those used for the poorer 
variety of peasant’s house. For roofing, felt has been used extensively 
and on the whole it has proved cheap and effective, though it cannot be 
regarded as the ideal roofing. A more important innovation was the 
use of the Landcrete block-making machine, designed to make bricks and 
blocks by compression of an earth-cement mixture. The machine is 
portable, and is designed to make building blocks on the site, thus saving 
the cost of transport. Experiments with this machine are in their early 
stages, but it has been demonstrated that, under local conditions and costs, 
blocks of approximately 12” x 9” X 144” can be turned out at a cost 
of from £10 to £20 a thousand according to the percentage of cement 
used in the mix. Three walls of a typical peasant building 16’ x 12’ 
in length and width and 8 feet high have been built at costs varying from 
£25 to £40, according to the type of construction and the cement content 
of the blocks used. These costs included two window-frames and two 
door-frames for each house, and a concrete lintel on the top to hold the 
walls together. It is too early yet to say how durable these walls will be, 
and to what limit of safety the cement content can be reduced. The 
indications at the moment are that a 1 to 20 mix of cement and earth 
produces a block sufficiently strong for the purpose. 

A further advancement made in the condition of rural populations 
has been by the replacement of the old buildings used as dispensaries 
and clinics, often rented rooms in private houses, rooms in police stations, 
or buildings quite unsuitable for the use to which they were put, by 
modern well-designed and durable buildings. ‘The work was undertaken 
by the Public Works Department from grants made by Development and 
Welfare in the West Indies. By the end of 1948 five dispensaries, one 
cottage hospital, one combined hospital and dispensary and eight nurses’ 
quarters had been completed. 

The outstanding urban problem in housing is slum clearance, and 
unfortunately it is not possible to apply the methods used in rural areas 
because, whereas the rural peasant owns the house he lives in, the town 
dweller of the poorer sort rents his house, and cannot afford to pay an 
economic rent. The burden of building new houses, therefore, rests 
with Government ; and, although much preliminary work has been done 
in the matter, it has not yet been possible to make final arrangements for 
the financing of any scheme. 

The capital town of Kingstown is over-built, and there was a con- 
tinued and unsatisfied demand for house spots from members of the 
community who could afford to build. The Government therefore . 
acquired in 1945 the Montrose Estate, which constitutes the best, if not 
the only, direction in which Kingstown can expand, and handed it over 
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to the Central Authority. A scheme for its development was adopted 
in July, 1946, and the Authority proceeded to lay out the area in building 
plots to construct roads and drains, and to instal electric power. Nearly 
two hundred lots were laid out, and these were readily disposed of. 
Nearly £11,250 has been expended on the scheme, and £2,800 remains 
for its completion, all covered by the proceeds from the sale of building 
lots. Many houses have been completed and occupied, and more are 
under construction ; and the area is beginning to look like the propserous 
suburb it is one day destined to become. 


SOCIAL WELFARE 


The staff of the Social Welfare Department in 1948 consisted of the 
Social Welfare Officer, the Woman Assistant Social Welfare Officer, the 
Group Organiser, the Poor Relief and Probation Officer, the Handicraft 
Instructréss, the Citizens Advice Bureau Officer, a junior woman assistant, 
a clerical assistant and a messenger. 

During the year, two Local Government Ordinances were enacted 
which dealt respectively with the establishment of Small Boards and Village 
Councils. At the end of the year six Small Towns Boards and two Village 
Councils were established. Previously there was no local government 
on a statutory basis in the rural areas of St. Vincent. There was a 
Town Board in the capital. On each Small Town Board, four members 
are elected and two members nominated, and on each Village Council, 
four members are elected and three members nominated. A paid Warden 
is appointed by each Board or Council. In order to have large units, 
several adjacent villages are grouped together and styled a “ Village ”’ 
under the Ordinance. 

At the end of 1948 there were 12 women’s clubs in existence. The 
aims and objects of these clubs are similar to those of the Women’s 
Institutes. ‘Thrift groups are attached to each of these clubs. ‘Towards 
the end of the year a ‘‘ Women’s Federation ”’ was formed to bring about, 
among other things, some uniformity in the activities of these rural clubs. 
The women’s and girls’ groups in Saint Vincent continue to do good work. 

The Saint Vincent Child Welfare Association assists children who 
are in need as the resources of the Association permit. At the end of the 
year the total receipts of the Association were $475.04 and total expendi- 
ture $277.47. The Association obtains its funds from members’ sub- 
scriptions, donations, and social functions. During the year the women’s 
clubs, which now form the Saint Vincent Women’s Federation, spent 
much of their time making garments for poor children with materials 
supplied by the Child Welfare Association. 

The Handicraft Instructress has been doing very useful work in 
teaching groups in different centres how to utilise the local straw and 
fibre materials that are to be found in St. Vincent. Hats, bags, slippers, 
table mats, belts, etc., are made from such materials as sansiviera, banana, 
pandanus, khus-khus grass, etc. Members of the several groups are 
encouraged to make articles for their home. consumption, as it is not 
easy to obtain sales for the finished articles. 

It has been recommended by Mr. Hotchkiss, Director of 4-H Clubs, 
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that 4-H work should be a part of the activities of the Extension Staff 
of the Agricultural Department and not a part of the activities of the Social 
Welfare Department or the Education Department. These clubs are 
therefore at a standstill for the time being, as the Extension Division of 
the Agricultural Department is not yet equipped to take over this activity. 

A Youth Centre has been established with Colonial Development 
and Welfare Funds in Kingstown. At this centre there are two tennis 
courts, netball and captain-ball fields and a club-room attached to the 
Social Welfare Department for the use of groups who experience difficulty in 
finding somewhere to meet. ‘This room is well equipped for indoor games. 

A camping hut has been built with Colonial Development and Welfare 
Funds in the grounds of the Camden Park Experiment Station ; it is well 
patronised. 

The St. Vincent Public Officers Credit Union (Co-operative) Society, 
Limited, came into being early in 1947. At the end of 1947 there were 
50 members. At the end of 1948 membership had increased to 156. 
The Credit Union has made a modest start with a “ grocery ’’ and has 
ordered building materials for its members. | 

The total number of poor relief recipients on the register at the end 
of the year was 1,279 (adults 754, children 525), and total expenditure on 
outdoor relief was $14,740. Indoor relief is provided by the Medical 
Department. 

Plans are well afoot for the taking over by the Government of a 
semi-completed building erected by the Anglican Church Authorities 
as a children’s home to accommodate those young children of the pre- 
adolescent group who are in need of care and protection. The provision 
of a Federal Institution for the 15-21 age group is still under consideration. 
The Poor Relief Officer also performs the duties of Probation Officer. 
The present holder of the dual post took a six-month training course in 
Trinidad. 

Written and pictorial matter has been received from the Central Office 
of Information. This is distributed among clubs, schools, libraries and 
other organisations and individuals. A questionnaire has recently been 
sent out by the Department to 140 persons in order to find out whether 
the material is suitable and useful. 

The St. Vincent Welfare News, a bi-monthly paper published by the 
Social Welfare Department, continues to maintain a circulation of 650 
copies per issue. 

During the year, a member of the Department took a six-month 
course in Barbados in housecraft and machine embroidery. 

The Group Organiser, who was away on study leave in England, 
returned to the Department after successfully completing a two-year 
course in Social Science and Administration at the London School of 
Economics, during which period he specialised in co-operatives and 
local government. Since his return he has been engaged in the establish- 
ment of local government authorities. 

Proposals are being considered for the re-organisation of the Depart- 
ment as a department for Local Government and Social Services with 
local government as its chief activity. 


Chapter 8: Legislation 


Legislation enacted during 1948 included -the following Ordinances : 


No. 2: Kingstown Board (Amendment) Ordinance provides that the 
remuneration of members of the Board for their services does not render 
their office an office of emolument or profit for the purposes of disquali- 
fication from membership of the Legislature. 


No. 6: The Loans Ordinance provides for the Governor to raise a 
loan of $1,956,000 to be applied towards the improvement, of Kingstown 
and its port, water, sewerage and market facilities, the Colony’s hydro- 
electric scheme, refrigeration and telephone facilities. A portion of the 
loan is also to be applied towards the Colony’s land settlement scheme and 
the arrowroot industry. 


No. 8: The Government Housing Loans Ordinance provides for the 
granting of loans to certain categories of Government officers and persons 
in the employ of certain recognised organisations, to assist those persons 
in acquiring or providing improved housing accommodation for them- 
selves. The funds of the Board are primarily derived from Barclays 
Overseas Development Corporation Limited. 


No. 11: Liquor Licence Ordinance consolidates and amends the Law 
relating to the granting of licences for the sale and disposal of intoxicating 
liquors. 


_ No. 13: Hayward Agricultural Credit Bank Ordinance provides for 
the establishment and incorporation of a body known as the Hayward 
Agricultural Credit Bank of Saint Vincent to administer certain funds 
which were bequeathed by one Henry Langlie Wilmot Hayward, for the 

urpose of founding a bank primarily to assist agriculturists in the Colony 
by way of loans at as low a rate of interest as would be consistent with 
the proper operation of the said bank. 


No. 16: The Pensions Ordinance repealed the old Pensions Laws and 
made provision for the better regulation of pensions, gratuities and other 
allowances to be granted in respect of offices held in His Majesty’s Civil 
Service in this Colony. 


No. 17: Estate and Succession Duties (Amendment) Ordinance pro- 
vides for a small increase in rate of duty payable. 


No. 20: Small ‘Towns Regulation (Amendment) Ordinance creates a 
body corporate for each of the Small Towns of the Colony, consisting of 
an equal number of nominated and elected members. These bodies 
corporate were vested with the rights and powers previously conferred 
upon Town Wardens. 


No. 21: The Village Council Ordinance provides for the establish- 
ment of Village Councils, and for the administration of villages within 
the Colony by the said Councils. 

No. 23: Income Tax Ordinance consolidates and amends existing 
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legislation. Among the more important amendments made were pro- 
visions to enable advantage to be taken of new arrangements for relief 
from double taxation, to allow deductions for adopted children and ille- 
gitimate children living with and maintained by peraons charged, and to 
prevent tax evasion. 


No. 25: The Saint Vincent (Legislative Council) Orders in Council 
(Offices of Emolument) Ordinance declares that the offices of chairman 
and members of the Kingstown Board shall not be offices of emolument 
under the Crown or Municipal Corporation for the purposes of the Saint 
Vincent (Legislative Council) Orders in Council 1936 to 1947. 


No. 28: Diplomatic Privileges (Amendment) Ordinance extends to 
representatives of His Majesty’s Government in the United Kingdom and 
their staff the same privileges as are afforded to representatives of foreign 
Governments while in the Colony. Certain diplomatic privileges and 
immunities were made available to representatives of Member Govern- 
ments on the General Assembly or any council or other organ of the 
United Nations. 


No. 32: The Sugar Export Cess Ordinance provides for the levy of 
a cess on sugar exported from the Colony to create Price Stabilisation, 
Rehabilitation, and Labour Welfare Funds. 


Chapter g: Justice, Police and Prisons 


JUSTICE 


A resident Puisne Judge presides over the Supreme Court of the Wind- 
ward Islands and Leeward Islands in St. Vincent. The Supreme Court 
has appellate, civil and criminal jurisdiction, and also hears matters in 
its probate, divorce and Admiralty jurisdictions. 
_ The Colony is divided into three Magisterial Districts. Districts I 
and II consist of the islands of St. Vincent and Bequia. District II 
consists of the islands of Union, Mayreau and Canouan. | 

There are three Magistrates, one being the Magistrate of Districts I 
and II, the other being the Magistrate of District III, and the third being | 
the Additional Magistrate of the Colony. 

The local system of law enforced by the Colony falls under the two 
main heads : statute law duly passed by legislation, etc., and the common 
law of England. 


The following is a division of the Courts, Supreme Court and Magis- 
trates’ Court, and with the causes which are usually adjudicated there: 


(1) The Supreme Court 


(a) Original Furisdiction : All matters which are heard and determined 
by the High Court of Justice in England, viz., King’s Bench 
Division, Divorce, Probate and Admiralty Division and Chancery 
Division, except as otherwise provided for by local legislation. An 
appeal from this Court lies to the West Indian Court of Appeal 
and thence to the Privy Council Committee. 
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(b) Summary Furisdiction : To hear and determine without a jury 
or counsel, all civil actions, whether of a legal or equitable nature, 
and all matters arising thereout or incidental] thereto, in which the 
debt or damage claimed, or the amount or value does not exceed 
£50 and in actions for the recovery of possession where the value 
does not exceed £30. An appeal from this Court lies to the 
Windward Islands and Leeward Islands Court of Appeal. 


(c) Criminal Jurisdiction : In the exercise of its criminal jurisdiction 
the Court has cognisance of all treasons, felonies, misde- 
meanours and offences committed in the Colony or within three 
miles of any of the shores of the Colony; and of all treasons, 
felonies, misdemeanours and offences authorised to be tried and 
determined in the Court under and by any Imperial Statute now 
or hereafter to be passed for this purpose. 


(2) The Magistrates’ Court 

(a) Criminal fFurisdiction : To hear and determine all complaints or 
informations for summary offences. 

(b) Civil Furisdiction : ‘To determine all actions of contract or tort 
other than cases of detinue where the amount claimed or value of 
the thing claimed whether as a debt, balance of account or damages 
or otherwise is inthe case of actions of contract not more than £20 
and in the case of actions of tort not more than {10; for damages 
for detention of, and/or for the recovery of any chattel or thing 
which is not more than {£20 and in cases for the recovery of 
possession where the value does not exceed £20; and generally 
in all other matters in which jurisdiction is by any law expressly 
given to Magistrates or Justices of the Peace. An appeal from the 
Magistrates Court lies to the Supreme Court in its appellate 
jurisdiction. 


POLICE 


Organisation 

The establishment of the Force remains the same as it was in 1946, 
i.e. two officers and 93 other ranks. The strength until 31st August, 
and again from 11th September until 16th November, was one officer 
and go other ranks. From 17th November until the end of the year the 
strength was two officers and 89g other ranks. 

During the absence of the Superintendent on vacation leave and in 
hospital the administration of the Force was carried out by the Assistant 
Superintendent. 

In June, the Sergeant-Major and nine men were detached for duty 
in St. Lucia, where they remained for varying periods, the last members 
returning to St. Vincent in September. During the greater part of the 
year, one officer and 60 other ranks were stationed at Police Headquarters 
and Central Police Station, Kingstown, and 29 other ranks were dis- 
tributed among the other 12 stations in the Colony. The distribution 
at the end of the year was as follows : 
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Officers S/Inst. S/Maj. S/Sgt. Sgts. Cpls. L/Cpls. Cons. Total 


Headquarters (Staff) . 2 —_ I — —_— 2 —_— I 6 
Central Police Station . — —_— —_— I — 2 5 32 40 
Criminal Investigation 

Dept. é : F — —_ —_— _ I I 2 2 6 
Traffic and Licensing - . — — — — I — I I 3 
Under Training d — — — —_ — — — — — 
District Stations . — I — _— 2 3 8 19 33 
Establishment - 2 I I I 5 9 17 59 95 


Five other ranks were taken off the strength during the year and it 
was decided not to fill the vacancies until 1949. 

The Fire Brigade kept up their regular drills and practices, but oppor- 
tunities for testing their efficiency were fortunately limited as there were 
no serious fires. ‘There were seven fires, all of which did minor damage, 
except one, which completely burnt out a small cottage worth about {100. 
The standard of efficiency of the Brigade as well as the Volunteer Fire 
Brigade remains high in spite of the fact that the personnel are men who 
perform ordinary Police duties in addition. 

Activities 

In addition to normal Police duties and Fire Brigade work, the per- 
sonnel of the Force are called upon to undertake the duties of Harbour 
Police, when ships are in port, and help the Customs authorities in their 
fight against smuggling. ‘The collection of licence fees under the Motor 
Vehicle and Road Traffic Ordinance, as well as fees under the Weights 
and Measures Ordinance, is also done by a small section of three men. 

_In the country districts the Police are registrars of births and deaths, 
and act as investigators for the Poor Relief authorities. All ranks through- 
out the island are also practised in foot drill and handling of arms. 


Crnminal Statistics 


Prosecutions were effected in respect of more than 60 per cent of the 
reported crimes. 
The following table gives details for the year 1948: 


EE ee 





Crimes reported or known to the Police | Persons proceeded against 








Not brought Number 
before a Brought lect oe Ried 
Total Magisterial before a Appre-| Sum- 
eo Court for Magisterial hended| moned 
want of Court Total | M. F. 
evidence 
1. Homicide . ‘ 4 I 3 3 3 — 3 — 
z. Other Offences 
against the 
person . ‘ 586 231 355 517 407 | I10 104 413 
3. Praedial Larcenc 206 63 143 185 142 43 53 132 
4. Other Offences 
against pro- 
aed : . 68 237 331 559 | 474! 85 | 266 293 
5. Other Offences . | 1880 662 1218 1,751 | 1,406 | 345 484 | 1267 


SS ee ee | ee ee 








TOTALS. é . | 3244 1194 2050 3015 | 2432 , 583 gio | 2105 


36 ANNUAL REPORT: ST. VINCENT, B.W.I. 


Prevention and Suppression of Crime 

The beat system in Kingstown will be completely re-organised during 
1949 SO as to give increased protection to those persons who live on the 
outskirts of the town. 

Regular launch patrols in Kingstown harbour were instituted in order 
to decrease smuggling. This has met with fair success and it is intended 
to extend these measures during 1949. 

The incidence of crime has decreased slightly since 1947, but is 
still high when compared with previous years. Crime, however, has been 
on the increase for a number of years and is due in large measure to the 
activities of persons returning from the larger neighbouring islands where 
they seem to acquire many of the habits and practices of the more experi- 
enced and hardened criminals. Another factor which accounts for this 
increase is the high cost of living. 


PRISONS 


The Prison still remains in the centre of the capital, Kingstown. 
Proposals are, however, in train for its removal to a new and better site 
on the Ottley Hall Estate, which has recently been purchased by Govern- 
ment for the purpose of establishing a Prison Farm. This estate, situated 
about two miles from Kingstown, consists of 175 acres of land, a byre and 
some 70 head of cattle. 


Staff 

Plans are on the way to introduce the 8-hour shift, which should come 
into effect during 1949. 

One officer was sent to British Guiana to undergo a course of training 
for two months. The Superintendent also went to British Guiana and 
saw the Prisons and other social institutions there. 

Admissions 


The total number of admissions for 1948, compared with previous 
years, was as follows: 


Year Convicted Remand Total 

1946. , . 182 30 86 1 268 31 
1947 - 233 34 Iol — 334 34 
1948. ‘ 5. 232: 37 Ill 3 343 40 


The daily average at the Prison was 106:53 males and 3-99 females, 
total 110°52 as against 86-72 males and 2-26 females, total 88-98 in 1947, 
which shows a total increase of 21:54 for 1948. 

There are three reasons which might account for the increased prison 
population: the lack of a probation officer and an after-care system, 
and disturbed post-war conditions. 


Young Offenders 

Young offenders are organised to work on their honour, without the 
supervision of an officer, when sent out of the institution, and the results 
have been good. Privileges are still allowed as rewards for good behaviour 
and industry. The response to this system continues to be satisfactory. 
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Discipline 
The discipline of both staff and prisoners was very good, with the 
exception of two prisoners who used violence against officers. 


Industries 

The concrete block-making industry was maintained during the year 
with great success. ‘Tailoring, shoemaking, gardening and baking are 
still among the main industries. A large number of prisoners have taken 
the opportunity to train themselves as tradesmen. 

A number of ex-servicemen have done courses in the tailoring and 
shoemaking establishments, and are now qualified to work at their new 
trades. 


Extra-mural Labour 
A Bill for the introduction of extra-mural labour has been prepared 
and will shortly become operative in this Colony. 


Children’s Play-ground 

The prison administration was able to provide a children’s playground. 
It is the first of its kind in the Colony, and was built entirely with prison 
labour, using concrete blocks and balusters manufactured at the Prison. 


Chapter 10: Public Works and Public Utilities 


PUBLIC WORKS 

Buildings | 

On the advice of Mr. George Roddam, the then Hydraulic and 
Electrical Engineer on the Staff of the Comptroller for Development and 
Welfare in the West Indies, efforts on new construction were diverted 
from the building of schools, dispensaries, nurses’ quarters, hospitals, 
and agricultural buildings, to a concentration on the water supply and 
hydro-electric projects. But despite this decision the following buildings, 
which had been already started, were completed under Colonial Develop- 
ment and Welfare schemes : 

(i) the hospital, the steward’s quarters, the dispenser’s quarters and 

the nurses’ quarters, Bequia ; 

(ii) the teachers’ quarters and handicraft shed at Georgetown ; 

(iii) the teachers’ quarters and latrines at Buccament ; 

(iv) the dispensary and nurses’ quarters at Sandy Bay. 

. Plans and estimates have been submitted to the Development and 
Welfare Organisation for the building of the Medical Officer’s quarters in 
Bequia, while preliminary arrangements are proceeding for the con- 
struction of a combined hospital-dispensary-nurses’ quarters unit at 
Biabou. 

In addition, the following works were carried out by the Public Works 
Department using local funds : 

One of the buildings in the Military Camp at Arnos Vale, which had 
been purchased by Government for conversion into offices, schools, etc., 
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was dismantled and re-erected with alterations and additions as a school 
in the Kingstown area, on the old Experiment Station grounds at Frenches, 
and is now in use as a junior fee-paying school, the only one of its type 
in the Colony. Alterations were made to other buildings at the Camp, 
and these are being used as an extension hospital and nurses’ quarters. 
Another building has been removed and re-erected on the old parade 
ground and adapted for use as a Public Works store-room. 

Additional and improved sanitary arrangements have been completed 
at the Grammar School and the Girls’ High School. 

The bunking accommodation at the Kingstown Prison has been 
increased. 

Additional storage shelves and racks have been built in store-rooms 
at the Public Works and Education Departments. 

A section of the upper storey of the building in which the Telephone 
Exchange is located in Barrouallie has been altered, painted and fitted out 
as a public library. 

Accommodation in the Police Station at Barrouallie has been increased 
by the conversion of the old post office into a police charge room. The 
entire premises have been re-decorated. 

Water has been laid on and sanitary arrangements installed at the 
dispenser’s quarters at Sandy Bay. 

The domestic science room at the Girls’ High School has been 
enlarged and re-decorated, water laid on and electric light installed. 

The Government Printing Office has been extended with a wing to 
contain new machinery. 

A dark-room has been prepared for the Ophthalmologist at the Colonial 
Hospital and the eye-clinic has been painted. 

A portion of an out-building of the newly acquired Wireless Station 
Buildings at Cane Garden has been altered and arranged to house the 
wireless set operated in connection with British Guiana Airways Service. 


Miscellaneous 


Arrangements for improvements in the town of Chateaubelair with 
monies loaned from the Adams Bequest are proceeding. 

The lighting and streets of Port Elizabeth in Bequia are being im- 
proved. Plans for the extension of this town have been made. 

A new scale has been supplied to the Layou Fish Market. 

Repairs to village roads at Biabou and Brighton villages have been 
carried out. : 

Eleven acres of land have been purchased at Arnos Vale for the 
enlargement of the King George V Memorial Playing Field and for the 
siting of a Public Works depot on the location of the old military 
cantonment. 

The Ottley Hall Estate was purchased for use as a prison farm. 


WATER SUPPLIES 
Work on the new Kingstown water supply project was carried out 
during the year, chiefly on the construction of the headworks at Water- 
house and the laying of the pipe-line through Golden Grove. The 
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progress of this work was greatly retarded by the difficult terrain and by 
very heavy rains which caused land-slides and damage from flooding. 
The bitumen-coated spun steel pipes being used have suffered grievous 
damage from rough handling during transportation from the United 
Kingdom, and this has necessitated extensive patching. In the face of 
these adverse circumstances, the initial forecast of the cost has proved 
inadequate. 

The fittings for the Troumaca water supply project arrived in the 
Colony in mid-November from the United Kingdom. The late arrival 
of these fittings held up operations, but it will now be possible to put 
through this necessary work in the dry season of 1949. 

The piped water supplies in the small towns of Chateaubelair, 
Barrouallie, Layou, Calliaqua and Georgetown were maintained through- 
out the year. 


ELECTRICITY 


Work in the Colonarie River at Silver Spoon on the headworks of 
the hydro-electric construction project was carried out from May to 
August. The heavy rains impeded progress to such an extent that it 
was decided to close down the job temporarily until the dry season of 
1949. It has been decided to publish an invitation for tenders from 
contractors for the construction work on this project through the Crown 
Agents for the Colonies. 

The existing electricity generating plant is provided with four diesel 
engine alternators with a total output of 265 kVA., and supplies Kings- 
town and its immediate environs and residential districts. "The current 
is supplied at 400 volts 3-phase 50 cycles A.C. for industrial purposes 
and 230 volts single-phase for domestic and lighting purposes. One 
thousand consumers are connected. Rates are divided into three 
categories : 

(1) Domestic light and power for domestic purposes, based on a sliding 
scale of 20 cents per unit up to 30 units, 16 cents per unit over 30, 
and up to and including 70, and 8 cents per unit for all over 
70 units; in addition, there is a floor area charge of 30 cents for 
every 500 square feet. 

(2) Commercial light and power, 16 cents for the first 100 hours use 
of assessed connected load, 12 cents for the next 100 hours, and 
8 cents for all additional units. 

(3) Industrial power for 1 H.P. and over, 10 cents per unit for the 
first 100 hours use of assessed connected load, and 8 cents per 
unit for all additional units ; $1.20 per month is charged on every 
horse-power connected. 


TELEPHONE SERVICE 


The telephone service, which includes radio telephone communication 
with the St. Vincent Grenadines, has a total of 328 subscribers, and 
connects Kingstown with all the chief towns—Calliaqua, Georgetown, 
Barrouallie, and Mesopotamia—through district exchanges. ‘The service 
provides ample call office facilities from the various post offices throughout 
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the island on the payment of a small fee. A total of g80 miles of wires 
is used, 
COLD STORAGE 


The cold storage plant consists of two electric motor-driven com- 
pressors of 4-ton capacity each. One produces four tons of ice every 
24 hours, and the other is used in keeping six cold rooms at the desired 
temperature. 

These three public utility services (electricity, telephone and cold 
storage) are Government-owned and operated, under the supervision of 
the Electricity and Telephone Department. 


BROADCASTING 


No decision has yet been made by the Government with respect to 
applications for the installation of radio broadcast and rediffusion facilities 
by commercial companies. ‘The Government is undertaking a survey 
to discover in the first place the extent of the public demand for broad- 
casting, its potentialities for educational and administrative purposes and 
the amount of advertising time which would be used. 


Chapter 11: Communications 


SHIPPING 


In consequence of adverse transport conditions following in the wake of 
the war, there has been no full-scale resumption of the regular steamship, 
passenger and cargo services to and from the Colony. 

Occasional cargo calls continue, however, to be made by vessels of the 
Canadian National and Alcoa Steamship Lines, and these offer at the same 
time limited passenger accommodation, which is supplemented by the 
periodic opportunities offered both north-bound and south-bound by 
visits from ships of the Compagnie Générale ‘Trdnsatlantique. 


AIR 


The fortnightly charter service by British Guiana Airways was main- 
tained throughout the year. 

Preliminary engineering investigations were made with a view to 
creating a safe alighting and taking-off area for flying-boats (probably 
Short “ Sealands ’’) in Villa Sound and Calliaqua Bay. It is envisaged 
that the marine operations may be undertaken by the Trinidad Harbour 
Engineering Department. 


ROADS 


The Sion Hill Road from Sion Hill Market to the junction at Long 
Wall and from the Richmond Hill boundary to Frenches has been oiled 
and its drainage completed. The section of the Edinboro Road at 
Battery Hill and the Ratho Mill Road have also been reconstructed and 
oiled, and improvements have been made to roads at Freeland Village, 
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Cane Hole (Three Rivers), the Linley Valley Land Settlement Areas, 
Murray Village, Bequia and Calder. 

A road has been built inland from the new bridge at Carriere to 
enable lorries to take pipes and supplies inland for the water supply 
project. 

The whole of the Carib Coast Road from the Rabaca crossing to New 
Sandy Bay Village has been blade-graded and blinded. 

As a result of extraordinarily heavy rainfall and cloud-bursts, numerous 
land-slides have had to be cleared and storm damages repaired, especially 
in the Mesopotamia area, the Carib country, the Three Rivers-Park Hill- 
New Adelphi land settlement areas, the Buccament Valley, and, the North 
Leeward areas from Belle Isle to Windsor Forest. Land-slides occurred 
daily on the Vigie Highway. 

The Buccament River has been spanned at Hope by a new arched 
bridge of reinforced concrete. ‘The greenheart timber trussed bridge at 
the Carriere gorge was successfully completed. 

Retaining walls were built at La Pompe (Bequia), Layou, Dauphine, 
Government House Road, and Ratho Mill. 

Culverts were laid for improvement to drainage at the Linley Valley 
land settlement, Kingstown Park, the Edinboro Road, and at Villa. 

An anti-erosion check-wall has been constructed across the Rose 
Bank ravine on the Leeward Highway. 


Equipment 

A 5-ton diesel road roller was received from the Crown Agents. ‘Two 
complete spare engine units for motor lorries have been received and 
spare parts for all crushing plant and road-making equipment. 
Vehicles 

There has been a steady increase in the number of motor vehicles 
registered in the Colony during the past four years. 


Total Registration 
1945 1946 1947 1948 


Cars . : ; ‘ . 178 181 242 278 
Buses : : . 40 41 51 59 
Trucks . é ‘ ~ 25 25 39 62 
Motor cycles ; . 5 Is 17 29 
Jeeps and Station Waggons. — — — 5 

TOTALS ; ; . 258 262 349 433 


Legislation will be brought into force on 1st January, 1949, compelling 
the owners of all motor vehicles to carry third-party insurance. 


POSTS 


There are 11 Post Money Order Offices in St. Vincent, but no post 
telegraph office. A branch of Cable and Wireless (West Indies) Limited 
operates in the Colony. 
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During 1948, a total of: 757,470 postal articles were dealt with, com- 
pared with 686,512 for the previous year. 


RADIO TELEPHONE SYSTEM 


The 10-watt Marconi transmitter receiver installed at Union Island 
worked continually, maintaining communication with the mainland 
through Cable and Wireless Ltd. at Kingstown. Use of this means 
of communication by the public is restricted, however, due to the high 
cost of transmission. 

A similar set was installed at Bequia and used on daily trials, although 
negotiations were not complete for its use by the public. 


PART III 


Chapter 1: Geography and Climate 


TuE island of St. Vincent is situated in the Caribbean Sea at longitude 
about 61° 14’ west and latitude about 13° 9’ north. _ Its total area, including 
its Grenadines dependencies, is about 150 square miles. 

The main island is about 133 square miles in area, with a maximum 
length of 18 and width of 11 miles. It is roughly elliptical in shape, 
with its long axis approximately north-south. A backbone of thickly 
wooded mountains extending along the main axis divides the island into 
Windward and Leeward districts. The topography is very broken, and 
numerous spurs run down in irregular ridges from the axial range to 
the sea. 

Kingstown, the capital, has a population of 4,831 (with suburbs 9,932) 
and the populations of the main towns are as follows: Calliaqua, 9,070 ; 
Colonarie, 9,070; Georgetown, 5,562; Marriaqua, 5,212; Chateau- 
belair, 4,635; Layou, 4,153; Barrouallie, 3,266. (These figures are 
taken from the 1946 census.) 

The climate is healthy. There are two seasons: the dry season 
usually extends from January to April, and the wet season from May 
to December. During the period December to April the weather is 
cooler and more pleasant. 

The annual range of temperature varies from 67° F. to 89° F. as a 
rule, with a maximum seldom over 92° F. in the shade. 

The rainfall at the Botanic Station, where records have been kept for 
the longest period, was 100-09 inches in 1948. ‘This was considerably 
in excess of the previous year when 79°75 inches were measured, but 
compared favourably with the 54-year average of 101-17 inches for the 
period 1894-1947. Distribution was usual with the normal dry season 
beginning in January and ending in April and the wet season lasting from 
May to December. The highest monthly precipitation, 19°45 in., was 
recorded in July. 

The highest reading of the barometer was 30-118 inches, recorded on 
the r1th February, while the lowest was 29-804 inches on the 28th Septem- 
ber. During the latter part of September, the approach of a hurricane 
was signalled, but the storm shifted its course. 

At the Kingstown Station the mean monthly temperature for 1948 
was 79°75° F., the highest was 81-05° F. for September and the lowest 
77°74° F. for February. These temperatures were slightly below the 
average for the preceding nine years. 

Two severe earthquake shocks were recorded at the Agricultural 
Department’s Head Office on 21st March and 28th April. 


43 


Chapter 2: History 


St. Vincent was originally inhabited by Caribs who were living free 
from care in their beautiful island of Hairoun—‘‘ Home of the Blessed ’’— 
when Christopher Columbus discovered the island on 22nd January, 
1498, and named it after the Saint whose martyrdom is celebrated on that 
day. He sailed away, leaving the Caribs in undisputed possession—a 
state which they enjoyed until 1627 when St. Vincent was included in 
a patent given by King Charles I to the Earl of Carlisle. In 1660 
England and France agreed that the island should be neutral, but in 1672 
King Charles II granted it to Lord Willoughby. 

Soon after Lord Willoughby received the island the first people of 
African origin came to St. Vincent. ‘These were a number of slaves who 
had been shipwrecked in the Grenadines and eventually reached St. 
Vincent. They soon intermarried with the Caribs, and before long a 
new type of inhabitant was found in the ‘‘ Black Carib’. The Yellow and 
Black Caribs could not live happily together, and the Yellow men invited 
the French from Martinique to assist them in getting rid of their Black 
brothers. But the French found these people of virile stock hard to con- 
quer, and returned to Martinique within a short time. A few decades 
later the relations between the French and the Black Caribs improved, 
and French settlements were made along the Leeward Coast in places 
which still bear French names—Chateaubelair, Petit Bordel, L’Anse 
Mahaut, etc. It was the French who first settled where the capital, 
Kingstown, now stands, along the spacious bay on the south-west, which 
has often reminded visitors of the words of Horace: ‘‘ Nullus in orbe 
sinus Balis praelucet amoenis.’’ ‘The influence of the French may still 
be seen in an old-fashioned paved street in the middle of Kingstown. 

When the War of the Austrian Succession was brought to an end by 
the Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle, St. Vincent was declared neutral, but 
was captured by the British only fourteen years later in 1762, in the 
struggle which made England mistress of Canada and India. 

Soon after the conclusion of peace in 1763, European settlers began 
to arrive in St. Vincent. Land that had been held by the Caribs was 
taken or bought for little and given to the newcomers. Such treatment 
infuriated the Caribs, who broke into open violence in 1772, and continued 
to fight for their rights for several months, until subdued by troops brought 
from abroad; they were obliged to come to terms, accepting as their 
portion of the island the fertile north-eastern section. A silver medal 
struck in commemoration of the signing of the peace treaty may be seen 
in the Museum of the Public Library in Kingstown. It bears the 
inscription: ‘‘ For Peace and Prosperity to St. Vincent.”’ 

During the American War of Independence, when France declared 
war on Britain in 1778, St. Vincent fell into the hands of the French, 
largely on account of the lethargy and indifference of the Governor, who 
had decided to use the troops at his disposal as labourers on the estate he 
had acquired from the famous Carib Chief, Chatoyer. With the signing 
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of the Treaty of Versailles in 1783, Saint Vincent was restored to the 
English, never again to pass into foreign hands. 

Before the end of the eighteenth century England and France were 
again at war, and the French from Martinique stirred up the Caribs to 
rebel. Led by Chatoyer, the insurgents offered the English much greater 
resistance than they had ever offered in the first Carib War, and a dreadful 
war would have ensued had not Chatoyer, their brilliant leader, met his 
death on Dorsetshire Hill, a ridge overlooking the capital, in single combat 
with Major Alexander Leith, whose remains lie beneath the aisle of 
St. George’s Cathedral, Kingstown. In spite of the death of their chief, 
the Caribs held out until Sir Ralph Abercrombie arrived to end the war, 
which was waged from March, 1795, until June of the following year. 
The majority of Caribs, on surrendering, were deported to the island of 
Ruatan in the Bay of Honduras. Those who were left never again 
attempted to resist the English. Only a few Caribs of pure origin are to 
be found in the north of the island, and they may now be well described 
as a “‘ vanishing race’’. The most interesting remains of that primitive 
people are the stone axes, knives, etc., now kept in the Museum of the 
Kingstown Library, and some large stones, probably altars, with peculiar 
engravings, which are to be found in different parts of the island. 

After peace was restored to the island, the English planters made 
considerable progress. Sugar, the chief product, brought a good price, 
and to make it easy for planters to convey their sugar to Kingstown by 
land instead of by sea, the Government undertook to maintain a satis- 
factory road between the Carib Country, the great sugar area, and 
Kingstown, and constructed at Byera Hill, near Georgetown, a tunnel 
250 ft. long. 

In the eighteen-thirties a great change took place in the economic 
and social structure of the island. ‘Through the efforts of Wilberforce, 
Clarkson, Buxton and others, slavery was abolished in 1834, and although 
England gave considerable compensation to the masters of slaves, they 
were still poorer than before their slaves were liberated, and found it 
extremely difficult to maintain the production of sugar as before. The 
former slaves were unwilling to work for low wages, and tried as far as 
they could to be independent and to acquire lands of their own They 
made marked improvement, with the result that in 1851 the Lieutenant- 
Governor, Sir John Campbell, could write about them: “ As a general 
rule they possess, beyond all reasonable question, most of the essential 
elements of progress, and in a pre-eminent degree, natural intelligence 
and quickness of perception sharpened by a praiseworthy desire to better 
their condition.” 

Fourteen years after the abolition of slavery, Portuguese were imported 
in fairly large numbers from Madeira to work on the estates, where the 
Blacks had refused to work, and a little more than a decade later East 
Indians arrived for the same purpose. Both the Portuguese and the East 
Indians made progress, and are well respected throughout the island. 

In the second half of the last century the price of sugar fell and a serious 
depression set in, which lasted until the end of the century. Before 
prosperity returned, the island suffered a great calamity in the hurricane of 
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1898, which destroyed about 300 lives and damaged many buildings. 
This was followed four years later by a disastrous volcanic eruption, which 
devastated the northern part of the island. These disasters shook the 
morale of the people, who for some time after seemed inclined to adopt 
an oriental fatalistic philosophy. 

At the beginning of the present century steps were taken to ameliorate 
the condition of the people by the introduction of a peasant land settle- 
ment scheme, and to assist the scheme an agricultural school was estab- 
lished, which functioned for twelve years. In 1903 Sir Daniel Morris, 
Commissioner for Agriculture for the West Indies, introduced the growing 
of Sea Island cotton. But the most profitable product of the Colony is 
arrowroot, the monopoly of which St. Vincent still holds. 

Prior to the abolition of slavery the Churches were solely responsible 
for education. In 1834 Government made its first grant of £80 towards 
education, and by 1849 there were 27 aided primary schools receiving 
a Government grant of {S00 per annum, and a co-educational secondary 
school was opened with a roll of 19 pupils. But unfortunately an out- 
break of yellow fever in 1853 and of cholera in 1854 crippled the finances 
and decimated the population of the island; and the secondary school 
and most of the primary schools had to be closed in 1855. Education 
struggled on with a “‘ chequered career ”’ until 1908, when both primary 
and secondary education were established on a sound basis and a resident 
inspector of schools was appointed. In 1922 Government decided to 
award biennially a scholarship tenable for five years at any university 
in the British Empire. 

St. Vincent is at present making progress, and presents an entirely 
different appearance from that of fifty years ago; and it is to be hoped 
that still greater progress will be made through the assistance given under 
the Colonial Development and Welfare Act, which has already brought 
improvements, inter alia, in sanitation, town-planning, roads and schools. 

The first Village Councils’ Ordinance was passed in 1948, making 
provision for the establishment of Village Councils and administration 
of villages by these Councils. 

The Small Towns Regulation (Amendment) Ordinances, also passed 
in 1948, provide for the establishment of partly elected and partly 
nominated Boards with an elected majority. 

On gth December, 1948, a Mace was installed and used for the first 
time by the Legislative Council. 


Chapter 3: Administration 


CONSTITUTION 


The Government of St. Vincent originally consisted of a Governor, 
Council and Assembly. In 1856 an Executive Council was created. In 
1867 the Constitution was found no longer suited to the altered circum- 
stances of the Colony, and the House of Assembly and the Legislative 
Council were abrogated and a single Legislative Assembly was created, 
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composed of 12 members—3 ex officio, 3 nominated by the Crown and 
6 elected by the people. 

This Constitution in turn was abrogated by an Act of the local Legis- 
lature, by which the future modelling of the Constitution was left to 
the Crown. Until December, 1924, the Legislative Council consisted 
of official and unofficial members nominated and appointed by the 
Crown. 

By an Order in Council dated March, 1924, as amended by Order in 
Council dated February, 1931, a partly elected Legislative Council was 
constituted, consisting of the Governor, 3 ex officio members, 1 nominated 
official member, 1 nominated unofficial member and 3 elected members. 
The island was divided into three electoral districts, each returning one 
elected member. It was provided that an election should take place 
every three years, and elections under this Constitution took place in 
1925, 1928 and 1931. 

The Council elected in 1931 was retained in office by Imperial Orders 
in Council for three further periods of one year beyond the normal term, 
and was finally dissolved on 17th December, 1936. 

A new Legislative Council for the Colony of St. Vincent was con- 
stituted by Order of His Majesty in Privy Council, dated 27th October, 
1936. The unofficial representation was increased from 3 elected 
and 1 nominated to 5 elected and 3 nominated members, while the 
official membership was reduced to two in number. The Colony was 
divided into five electoral districts, the Grenadines for the first time being 
constituted a district. The opening session of the new Legislative Council, 
at which His Excellency the then Governor, Sir Selwyn Grier, presided, 
was held on 6th April, 1937. 

There is an Executive Council consisting of the Administrator, the 
Crown Attorney and the Treasurer as ex officio members, and of such 
other persons as may be appointed under the Royal Sign Manual and 
Signet, or as the Governor in pursuance of instructions from His Majesty 
may from time to time appoint by instrument under the Public Seal. 
Every member who is not an ex officio member vacates his seat at the end 
of six years. Every member is eligible for re-appointment. 

The municipal affairs of the town of Kingstown are under the control 
of the Kingstown Board, which consists of eight elected members. ‘The 
Board is elected every two years. 


ADMINISTRATIVE ORGANISATION 


In St. Vincent, apart from daily paid labourers and casual workers, 
Government had in its employ, at the end of the year under review, 
1,048 persons. On the basis of the estimated population of the Colony 
at 31st December, 1948, this gives a ratio of one Government employee 
to every 62 persons of the population. Around this organisation moves 
the public life of the Colony—administration, health, law and order, 
education, agriculture, public works, business, industry, social welfare, 
and the other activities which go to make up an ordered society. 

A Staff List showing the principal officers in the Public Service of 
the Colony at 31st December, 1948, is annexed as Appendix VI. 
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Local Government 
Town Boards exist in Kingstown, the capital, and in the following 


small towns: Georgetown, Calliaqua, Layou, Barrouallie, Chateaubelair, 
Port Elizabeth, Bequia. 


Kingstown Board 


The Kingstown Board is a body corporate consisting of eight persons, 
all of whom are elected members. The term of office is limited to two 
years, but members are eligible for re-election. 


Small Towns 


An Ordinance to amend the Small Towns Regulation Ordinance, 
Chapter 211, was passed during the latter part of 1948. This provides for 
the establishment of a body corporate for the government and adminis- 
tration of the affairs of each of the six Small Towns of the Colony. 

These bodies are known as Town Boards and each consists of six 
persons, four of whom are elected and two are nominated by the Governor. 
The Boards choose their own chairmen. Each member is elected for a 
period of two years. Elections under this ordinance took place for the 
first time in December, 1948. 


Village Councils 


An Ordinance to make provision for the establishment of Village 
Councils and the administration of villages by these Councils was passed 
during the latter part of 1948, and two “ Village ’? Councils—village, in 
this connection, means a group of villages—were formed to become 
operative as from ist January, 1949. 

Each Village Council consists of seven persons of whom not more 
than three shall be nominated members, the rest being elected for a period 
of two years. ‘The members select one of their number to be chairman. 
More councils will be formed towards the end of 1949. 


PUBLIC RELATIONS 


This service is not developed to any extent. 

A variety of material is received, mainly from the Central Office of 
Information and from the British Council, for distribution. This material 
consists of photographs, stereos, posters, books, illustrated magazines and 
articles, etc., and is distributed from the Office of the Social Welfare 
Department to other departments, clubs and institutions. This function 
was formerly performed by the Information Officer. 

The Government sponsored Social Welfare News, a bi-monthly news- 
paper published by the Social Welfare Department, exists for the purpose 
of informing the public as to social welfare development, and it can be 
used by the other departments as well. Matter for publication is received 
regularly from Government Office and the Agricultural Department. 

If a public relations service means “ the interpreting of Government 
to the people as well as the people to Government ”’, then this service 
can hardly be said to exist in any real sense, though the need for it is 
growing. 


Chapter 4: Weights and Measures 


Imperial weights and measures are in use in the Colony, and a new and 
improved system of checking was adopted in 1948. 


Chapter 5: Newspapers and Periodicals 


One newspaper is published weekly: The Vincentian. The Saint 
Vincent Government Gazette is also issued weekly, while the Saint Vincent 
Welfare News, sponsored by the Social Welfare Department, is issued 
bi-monthly. 


Chapter 6: Bibliography 
The following is a list of the main publications, reports and memoranda 
on the most important subjects connected with the Colony. A separate 
list of Government publications available for sale to the public is annexed 
as Appendix VII. 


AGRICULTURE 
Agricultural Credit 
Memorandum, by the Superintendent of Agriculture (C. K. Robinson, 
M.B.E., D.I.C.T.A., M.S.). 
Report on an Investigation of Credit Facilities for Small Cultivators 
in the Windward Islands (1945), by E. L. Jack, Chairman of the 
Jamaica Loans Societies Board. 


Agricultural Policy 
Memorandum on an Aovesinecal Policy for Saint Vincent (as presented 
by the Land Settlement and Development Board and adopted by the 
Legislative Council, 1946). 

Agricultural Staff 
Memorandum, by the Superintendent of Agriculture (C. K. Robinson). 


Land Settlement 
Land Settlement and Development Ordinance, 1945. 
Memorandum (1944), by the Superintendent of Agriculture (C. K. 
Robinson). 


Marketing of Local Produce 
Memorandum, by the Superintendent of Aparataive (C. K. Robinson). 


Processing 
Memorandum (1944), by the Superintendent of Agriculture (C. K. 
Robinson), on Arrowroot Research. 
Report, by A. R. Williamson, B.Sc., on the Organisation Technique 
and Equipment of the Arrowroot Industry in Saint Vincent, together 
with recommendations for its future. 
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Memorandum (1944), by the Superintendent of Agriculture (C. K. 
Robinson), on Co-operative Arrowroot Factories. 


Memorandum (1944), by the Superintendent of Agriculture (C. K. 
Robinson), on Government Cotton Ginneries. 


Report, by Mr. P. W. Briggs, on Cotton Ginneries in the Leeward 
and Windward Islands and Barbados—18th March-17th September. 
Soil Conservation 


Memorandum (1944), by the Superintendent of Agriculture (C. K. 
Robinson). 


CENSUS 
Preliminary Report on the Census Returns of 1946, by the Saint Vincent 
Census Officer (R. N. Jack, Labour Commissioner). 


Preliminary Report on the Census of Agriculture, by the Saint Vincent 
Census Officer (R. N. Jack, Labour Commissioner). 


CIVIL SERVICE 
Report (1944), of Committee under the chairmanship of K. W. Blackburne, 
C.M.G., O.B.E., Administrative Secretary to the Comptroller for 
Development and Welfare in the West Indies, on questions of staffing 


of Government Departments and of Salaries of Civil Servants in Saint 
Vincent. 


| COMMUNICATIONS 

Preliminary Report (August, 1944), by S. R. H. Beard, M.I.Mech.E., 
Harbour Engineer, Trinidad, on Kingstown Port Improvements. 

Supplementary Report (October, 1944) on Kingstown Port Improvements. 

Report on Fact-Finding Meeting on Shipping for British Caribbean Area, 
held at Headquarters of the Comptroller for Development and 
Welfare in Barbados in July, 1947. 

Memorandum (January, 1944), by the Superintendent of Public Works 


(G. A. Grant), on a Ten-Year Road Construction Scheme for Saint 
Vincent. 


DEVELOPMENT 

A Plan of Development for St. Vincent, 1946-56, compiled and edited by 
Bernard Gibbs, Government Secretary, under the direction of 
R. H. Garvey, C.M.G., M.B.E., Administrator of Saint Vincent. 


ECONOMICS | 
Memorandum on the National Income of St. Vincent, 1942, by Dr. Frederick 
Benham, Ph.D., B.Sc. (Econ.), sometime Economic Adviser to the 
Comptroller for Development and Welfare in the West Indies. 


Report (1943) on the Public Finances of St. Vincent, by Dr. Frederick 
Benham, Ph.D., B.Sc. (Econ.). 
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EDUCATION 
Memorandum (1943), by S. A. Hammond, C.M.G., M.A., Educational 
Adviser to the Comptroller for Development and Welfare in the 
West Indies, on Education in Saint Vincent. 
Memorandum (1946) on Suggestions for a School-Building Programme, by 
the Education Officer (J. W. Forrest, M.A.). 


FISHING INDUSTRY 
Memorandum (1945) on the Fishing Industry in St. Vincent and the 
St. Vincent Grenadines, by Dr. H. H. Brown, M.A., Ph.D., Director 
of Fishery Investigations in the British West Indies. 


FORESTRY 
Report (1944) on Forestry in St. Vincent, by the Conservator of Forests, 
Trinidad and Tobago, after preliminary visits by J. S. Beard, 
Assistant Conservator. 


GENERAL 
Handbook ‘of St. Vincent, by R. M. Anderson, M.B.E. 


GEOLOGY 
A Geological Investigation at the Soufriere Volcano, April, 1946, by 
Dr. A. Senn, Geologist attached to the British Union Oil Co., Ltd., 
Barbados. 
The Geology of St. Vincent and the neighbouring Grenadines, by Kenneth W. 
Earle, M.Sc., F.G.S. ; 


HEALTH 
Proposals for a Policy for the Medical Department, St. Vincent, particularly 
in respect of the ten-year period, 1946-56, by the Senior Medical 
Officer (Dr. W. L. Webb, M.B., D.P.H.). 
Report of a Malaria Survey (1944) of St. Vincent, by Dr. L. J. Charles, 
M.B., Malariologist, Leeward—Windward Islands. 


HOUSING 

Report upon a Survey of Housing and Sanitary Conditions undertaken in 
St. Vincent during 1940-42, by the Senior Medical Officer (Dr. W. L. 
Webb, M.B., D.P.H.). 

Report on Town and Country Planning and Housing in St. Vincent (1944), 
by R. Gardiner-Medwin, Town Planning Adviser to the Comptroller 
for Development and Welfare in the West Indies. 

Second Report on Town and Country Planning and Housing in St. Vincent 
(1944), by R. Gardiner-Medwin, Town Planning Adviser to the 
Comptroller for Development and Welfare in the West Indies. 
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PUBLIC UTILITIES 

Memorandum (1946) on Electricity Supply and Proposed Hydro-Electric 
Development in St. Vincent, by George Roddam, Hydraulic and 
Electric Engineer and Water Adviser to the Comptroller for Develop- 
ment and Welfare in the West Indies. 

Report on Water Supplies and Water Power in St. Vincent, by George 
Roddam, M.I.E.E., Water Adviser to the Comptroller for Develop- 
ment and Welfare in the West Indies. 

Report, by C. J. Keith, General Superintendent of Plant, Trinidad 
Consolidated Telephones, Ltd., on survey of the Saint Vincent Tele- 
phone System, carried out 16th-30th March, 1945. 

Report (May, 1946), by Preece, Cardew and Rider, Consulting Engineers 
to the Crown Agents for the Colonies, on the Saint Vincent Telephone 
System. 

SOCIAL WELFARE 

Report (1943) on Social Welfare in the Windward Islands, by T. S. Simey, 
sometime Social Welfare Adviser to the Comptroller for Development 
and Welfare in the West Indies. 

Report on a Visit to St. Vincent (1945), by Miss D. Ibberson, Social Welfare 
Adviser to the Comptroller for Development and Welfare in the 
West Indies. 

IMPERIAL GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS 7 

Report of the West Indian Conference held in Barbados, 21st-30th March, 
1944. Colonial No. 187, 1944. 

Closer Association of the British West Indian Colonies. Cmd. 7120, 1947. 

Conference on the Closer Association of the British West Indtan Colonies. 
Montego Bay, famaica, 11th September to 19th September, 1947, 
Part I: Report. Cmd. 7291, 1948. Part II: Proceedings. 
Colonial No. 218, 1948. 

West India Royal Commission Report. Cmd. 6607, 1945. 

Development and Welfare in the West Indies, 

1940-42. Colonial No. 184, 1943 
1943-44. Colonial No. 189, 1945 
1945-46. Colonial No. 212, 1947 


Agriculture in the West Indies. Colonial No. 182, 1942. 
West India Royal Commission Report on Agriculture, Fisheries, Forestry 
and Veterinary Matters, by F. L. Engledow. Cmd. 6608, 1945. 
Deere in the West Indies. Report by B. S. Platt. Colonial No. 195, 
1946. 
Labour Conditions in the West Indies. Report by G. St. J. Orde Browne. 
Cmd. 6070, 1939. 
Report of a Commission appointed to consider problems of Education in 
Trinidad, Barbados, Leeward Islands and Windward Islands, 1931-32. 
Colonial No. 79, 1933. _ 
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Report of the West Indies Committee of the Commission on Higher Education 
in the Colonies, Cmd. 6654, 1945. 
Report on West Indian Shipping Services. Commonwealth Shipping 
Committee. 1948. 
soil for the Establishment of the Caribbean Commission. Cmd. 6972, 
1946. 
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APPENDIX I 
Statement of the Assets and Liabilities, 1947 


LIABILITIES 
£ 
DEPposIts : 
C.D. and Welfare Schemes Advances 19,787 
Cotton Growers’ Association Account 
Graham Bequest Fun ‘ 5,859 
Grenada, Government of 4,567 
Hayward X-Ray Fund 33 
Home Fund 356 
Kingstown Water Supply Reserve . 200 
Musgrave Prize Fund . ; 85 
Reserve Fund for Kingstown ‘Board Water Supply L Loan, 1930 . 673 
Savings Bank Account . ‘ s 96,715 
Simmons Bequest Fund 148 
Sundry Deposits . 8,646 
Cotron Factory: 
Cotton Working Account , 10,550 
Cotton Factory Depreciation Fund 7,668 
Town Funps: 
Barrouallie . 171 
Calliaqua 202 
Chateaubelair 7 
Georgetown 702 
Kingstown . 1,928 
Layou 121 
Port Elizabeth 152 
SPECIAL ACCOUNTS: 
Electric Light Plant Depreciation Fund . 2,716 
Electricity Generating Urit Loan, 1939 Expenditure 25 
Extension Electric Lighting System 
Motor Launch Depreciation Fund ‘ 193 
Permanent Investment Eruption Fund . 25,000 
Public Property Insurance Fund . 10,209 
Public Purposes Loan 1937, Windward Highway Expenditure Account 3 
Refrigeration Plant Depreciation Fund . 2,171 
Reserve Fund for C.D.F. Loan for Housing Scheme 2,701 
Ss », Land Settlement Loan, 1932. ‘ 2,652 
_ », Lowmans-Biabou Water Supply Loan, 1934 F 919 
SURPLUS: 
Colony’s Reserve Fund . 20,205 
General Revenue Balance Account— £ s. d. 
Balance at Ist January, 1947 . 48,872 16 5 
Surplus and Deficit Account for 1947 24,591 6 1 
73,464 2 6 
Depreciation of Investments . 5,062 5 7 
68,401 
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Statement of the Assets and Liabilities (contd.) 


ASSETS 
£ ss. d. £ s. a. 
CasH: 
Barclays Bank, Current Account . ; é 5 ‘ : . 36,352 11 8 
Barclays Bank, Deposit sie ak ; ‘ ; ‘ j : 14 4 
In Treasury Chest. : : 4 ‘ : 932 12 7 
In Sub-Accountants’ Hands : : , , : 3 , 498 12 2 
Crown Agents Current Account . ‘ ; ‘ : ‘ : 259 9 5 
38,044 0 2 
Less Crown Agents J. C. F. overdrawn . : z ‘ : . 2,000 0 0 
——————-. 36,044 0 2 
Drafts and Remittances _.. 2 : : F ; F 775 10 6 
Loan to His Majesty’s Government. : A : : ; 25,000 0 0 
ADVANCES : 
Authorised Advances . : : : ; < : ; . 25,289 13 0 
Dominica, Government of . Z : ; ‘ \ , é 527 8 3 
Imprest Account ‘ : ; : . ‘ “ : : 7 210 
Post Office Account . : : . : : , . 6,115 18 8 
Saint Lucia, Government of é 2 ‘ ‘ . 796 O 4 
Controller of Supplies Trading Account ‘ : : ; . 3,487 3 2 
——————._ 36,2238 6 3 
INVESTMENTS : 
Colony’s Reserve Fund ‘ ‘ ; : : Z . . 20,329 13 O 
Colony’s Surplus Fund ‘ : : , : : . 48,727 6 2 
Cotton Factory Depreciation Fund . : : : ‘ . 7,668 1 3 
Electric Light Plant ppreceuon Fund 4 ; . : . 2,933 7 11 
Graham Bequest Fund : i ; ‘ ; . 56926 6 2 
Home Fund 356 O 6 
Reserve Fund for Colonial Development Fund Loan for Housing 
Scheme : . 2,699 18 4 
Reserve Fund for Kingstown Board Water Supply ‘Loan, 1930 bs 673 9 8 
Reserve Fund for Lowmans-Biabou Water Su PY Loan, 1934 ‘ 919 18 3 
Reserve Fund for Land Settlement Loan, 193 2,652 3 8 
Motor Launch Depreciation Fund : , ; ; : 193 13 5 
Musgrave Prize Fund . 7 ‘ : : ¢ : 85 10 0 
Public Propert Insurance Fund . : . ; , . 10,209 8 8 
Refrigeration Plant Depreciation Fund : : : : . 2,171 13 10 
Simmons Bequest Fun ; ‘ ‘ ; ; : : 27 15 


Savings Bank Fund . : : : : ‘ . : . 90,767 17 
——_—_———— (5) 196,342 3 5 


£294,385 0 4 
Pee ee 


» 


The Public Debt at 31st December, 1947, was £72,052 8s. 11d. made up as follows :—Debenture Holders 
for :—Land Settlement Loan, 1932-35, £4, 100 ; Lowmans-Biabou Water Supply Loan, 1934, £1,000 ; 
Kingstown Board Water Su ply Loan, 1930, £500 (a); Public Purposes Loan, 1937, £9, 060 ; Telephone 
Reconstruction Loan, 1938, £1,500 ; Crown Agents for Electric Light, Telephone and Road Reconstruction, 
£26,635 10s. 34. ; Electricity Generating Unit Loan, 1939, £3,636 7s. 3d.; Colonial Development Fund: 
Loan for Saint Vincent Co-operative Arrowroot Association, £10,531 16s. 1d. (a); Loan for Roads Im- 
Brant, £23 £2,512 11s. 2d.; Loan for Housing Scheme, 3, 104 14s. 7a.; Loan for Ice and Cold Storage 

lant, £2,831 12s. 5d. ; Loan for Public Health, £628 9s. ; Loan for Syrup Investigations, £874 18s. 2d. ; 
lonial Development and Welfare ; Loan for Union Estate, Bequia, £1,062 6s. 6d. ; Loan for Purchase of 
rae Park Estate, £2,174 3s. 2d. ; Loan for Land Settlement, Canouan, £1,900. Total, £72,052 8s. 11d. 

The accumulated funds for redemption amounted to £27, 714 85. 8d. 

(a) General Revenue is responsible only in case of default. 

(6) Includes a Loan of £5,000 to the Central Housing and Planning Authority for which Government 
has given a guarantee in case of default. 

Note.—At 3lst December, 1947, there was a net amount of £16,279 3s. received from Imperial Funds 
in excess of assistance qualified for in respect of Colonial Development and Welfare Schemes. 


B.W.I. 


ST. VINCENT, 


ANNUAL REPORT 
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APPENDIX II 
Customs Tariff 


Article 


Boots and Shoes (canvas 
with rubber soles) 

Boots and Shoes (where the 
outer part of the uppers 
is made of leather or 
leather and elastic) 

Boots and Shoes (other kinds) 


Flour, wheaten 

Fish, dried 

Rice 

Machinery—electrical, mar- 
ine, water and sewerage 
and industrial 

Machinery—agricultural 


Sugar, refined 
Sugar, unrefined 
Hardware—all kinds 


Hosiery—cotton and cotton 
and artificial silk 7d. and 
under per pair value 

Hosiery—cotton and cotton 
and artificial silk over 
7d. per pair value 

Hosiery—silk 


etc., un- 
sweetened 

Bread, other kinds 

Cement 

Milk, condensed or preserved 

Milk, other kinds 


Cheese 

Oils, edible, lucca, olive and 
similar oils, cotton seed, 
soya bean, etc. 

Kerosene 


Preferential 
Tariff 
10 per cent ad 
valorem 
124 per cent ad 


valorem 


124 per cent ad 
valorem 

5s. per 196 lb. 

Is. 3d. per 100 lb. 

Is. 3d. per 100 lb. 

IO per cent ad 
valorem 


5 per cent ad 
valorem 
6s. 6d. per 100 Ib. 
2s. 1d. per 100 lb. 
124 per cent ad 
valorem 
124 per cent ad 
valorem 


124 per cent ad 
valorem 


124 per cent ad 
valorem 


1s. 8d. per 100 Ib. 


12s. 6d. per 100 lb. 

4d. per 100 lb. 

4s. 2d. per 100 lb. 

124 per cent ad 
valorem 

Ios. per 100 lb. 

Is. per gallon 


3d. per gallon 
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General 
Tariff 
Io per cent ad 
valorem 
124 per cent ad 
valorem and 3s. 
per pair 


18? per cent ad 
valorem 

7s. 6d. per 196 Ib. 

35. 4d. per 100 lb. 

3s. per 100 lb. 

15 per cent ad 
valorem 


Io per cent ad 
valorem 
gs. gd. per 100 lb. 
6s. 3d. per 100 lb. 
224 per cent ad 
valorem 
124 per cent ad 
valorem and 6d. 
per pair 
124 per cent ad 
valorem and 7d. 
per pair 
124 per cent ad 
valorem and gd. 
per pair 
2s. 6d. per 100 Ib. 


25s. per 100 lb. 

2s. per 100 lb. 

8s. 4d. per 100 lb. 

18? per cent ad 
valorem 

25s. per 100 lb. 

1s. 6d. per gallon 


3d. per gallon 
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Article 
Oils, Lubricating 
Paint 
Medicinal 
Motor Spirit, etc. 
Soap, fancy 


Soap, common 

Tobacco, manufactured— 
cigars and cigarettes 

Tobacco, snuffs and other 
manufactured tobacco 

Tobacco, unmanufactured, 
leaf-black 

Tobacco, leaf—other kinds 

Wood, lumber 

Motor cars and trucks 


Motor cars (wholly British) 
Motor-car parts 
Motor-car 


British) 
Motor-car tyres and tubes 


(parts wholly 


Meats—beef and pork 
Metals 


Manures 

Butter 

Butter substitutes 

Cotton piece-goods (value Is. 
and under per yard) 

Cotton piece-goods (value 
over Is. per yard) 


8d. per gallon 

gd. per gallon 

104d. per gallon 

124 per cent ad 
valorem 


5s. per 100 |b. 


10s. 5d. per lb. 
5s. 6d. per |b. 


2s. per |b. 


5s. per Ib. 
7s. 6d. per 1,000 ft. 
10 per cent ad 
valorem 
74 per cent ad 
valorem 
10 per cent ad 
valorem 
74 per cent ad 
valorem 
15 per cent ad 
valorem 
6s. per 100 lb. 
124 per cent ad 
valorem 
Free 
Ios. 5d. per 100 lb. 
4s. 2d. per 100 lb. 
IO per cent ad 
valorem 
124 per cent ad 
valorem 
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Preferential General 
Tariff Tariff 
10d. per gallon Is. 3d. per gallon 


Is. per gallon 

1s. 3d. per gallon 

1s. 6d. per gallon 

18? per cent ad 
valorem 

7s. 6d. per 100 lb. 


15s. 8d. per lb. 
8s. 3d. per Ib. 


2s. per Ib. 


5s. per Ib. 

11s.3d. per 1,000 ft. 

35 per cent ad 
valorem 


35 per cent ad 
valorem 


35 per cent ad 
valorem 

gs. per 100 Ib. 

224 per cent ad 
valorem 

Free 

25s. per 100 lb. 

6s. 3d. per 100 lb. 

15 per cent ad 
valorem 

18? per cent ad 
valorem 


Except in a few instances the ad valorem duty levied is 124 per cent 
preferential tariff and 18? per cent general tariff. 

A surtax of ro per cent, levied from 1943, 1s at present still collected 
on the duties imposed on all the items listed except Boots, Flour, Fish, 
Rice, Milk and Tobacco, unmanufactured, leaf-black, which are exempt, 
and all other Tobacco, on which the rate is 20 per cent. 


APPENDIX III 


Income Tax Schedule 
On every dollar or part thereof 


Tax At 

For the first $500 3 cents $15.00 $500 
On the next $500 4 cents $35.00 $1,000 
» 9 ” $500 7 cents $70.00 $1,500 
9» 99S 5 g cents $115.00 $2,000 
” ” ” $500 12 cents $175.00 $2,500 
» 999 OO 16 cents $255.00 $3,000 
3p OO 20 cents $355.00 $3,500 
99 =~ 500 25 cents $480.00 $4,000 
yy 500 30 cents $630.00 $4,500 
5. 3). oe HOO 35 cents $805.00 $5,000 
> yy 2 5OO 40 cents $1,805.00 $7,500 
” 99 ” $2,500 45 cents $2,930.00 $10,000 
> 09s ZOO 50 cents $4,180.00 $12,500 
ts a $2,500 65 cents $5,805.00 $15,000 
ate ag rermainider of : 

the charge- 

able income 78 cents 


Companies, 30 cents on every dollar of the chargeable income. 


APPENDIX IV 
Stamp Duties 


£ os. d. 
Admission to act as a barrister 26 5 Oo 
Admission to act as a solicitor 15 15 Oo 
Affidavit or declaration in lieu thereof 2 Oo 
Agreement underhand, when the subject-matter is of the 
value of £5 and not exceeding {£25 I oO 
For each additional £25 or part thereof I oOo 
Agreement for the purchase of or otherwise dealing with real 
estate when such purchase or dealing is to be carried out 
by subsequent deed : 2 0 
Agreements not otherwise charged for ; 6 
Appraisement of goods, chattels, etc., over the value of £10 2 0 
Assignment of property where the value does not exceed £50 2 Oo 
For every additional £50 or part thereof : 2 0 
Bank cheques I 
Bills of exchange and promissory notes up to three days sight I 
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Bills of exchange and promissory notes—other kinds—not 
exceeding {1 . 
Exceeding {1 and not exceeding fio. 
Exceeding {10 and not exceeding {£25 
Exceeding {25 and not exceeding {50 
Exceeding {£50 and not exceeding [£75 
Exceeding {£75 and not exceeding {100 
For each additional £25 or ia thereof f exceeding £100 
Bills of lading 
Bills of health 
Bills of sale absolute 
Bills of sale by way of security 
Bonds for any sum not exceeding {100 
For each additional £ 5° or part thereof 
Bottomry Bond 
Bond of Indemnity, sum not ‘specified 
Conveyance or transfer on sale of real property when the 
amount or value does not exceed {10 
Exceeding {10 and not exceeding {25 
Exceeding {£25 and not exceeding {50 
For each additional {£50 or part thereof 
Certificates : 
Of admission to practise as notary 
Of landing of goods . 
Of naturalisation 
Of birth, marriage or death 
Customs ships’ manifests 
Customs bills of entry inwards 
Shipping bill 
Legacies : 
Where the legacy amounts to £50 and does not exceed £100 
For every additional {50 or os thereof 
Licence for marriage 
Mortgage of real property for every {100 or fractional part 
Release of mortgage . 
Notarial Act of any kind except Protest of a Bill of Exchange 
or Promissory Note ‘ : ‘ : , 
Policy of Insurance—Life : 
For every {100 or part of amount insured . 
Policy of Insurance—Fire, etc. 
For every payment by way of me ae 
Power of attorney or substitution . 
Protest of any bill of exchange. : 
Receipt for the payment of {1 and upwards ; 
Probate of wills and letters of administration (including i issue 
of certificate) where personal estate 
Does not exceed {50 . , 
Exceeds £50 and does not exceed L 100 . 
For every additional {£100 or fractional part 
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APPENDIX V 


Imports and Exports 


MAIN IMPORTS 


Quantity 
1947 1948 
Beer, Ale and Stout (galls.) 31,406 12,499 
Butter (Ilb.). - 73,519 70,143 
Butter Substitutes (Ib.) 1,230 2,624 
Cheese (ib.) 11,249 15,816 
Coffee, raw and prepared (Ib. ) 25,345 34,664 
Confectionery (Ib.) . 24,289 36,253 
Fish, salted ae smoked (lb. ) 556,426 578,187 
Rice (Ib.) 1,416,374 1,134,397 
Flour, wheaten (Ib.). . 4,719,386 4,126,866 
Lard (Ib.) :; 45,569 42,782 
Meat, salted, etc., Bacon 
and Hams (Ib.) 88,897 25,339 
Milk, condensed (Ib.) 51,680 745403 
Salt, coarse (lb.) .. 642,880 694,944 
Sugar, unrefined (Ib.) 916,734 745,365 
Tea (Ib.). 7,845 5,642 
Tobacco, unmanufactured 
(lb.) . . 23,421 21,209 
Cigarettes (Ib. ). 13,709 10,404 
Leaf, other kinds (Ib.) 25,188 22,260 
Motor spirits (galls.) 157,388 164,499 
Painters colours, etc. (Ib.). 125,088 124,888 
Soap, laundry (Ib.) . 19,586 9,417 
Lumber (ft.) . 1,233,781 503,342 
Boots and shoes (doz. prs.) 35791 2,919 
Cement (tons) . 657 1,578 
Cotton piece-goods (sq. yds. ) Sioa 781,192 
Artificial silk as -goods 
(sq. yds.) - 99,074 754409 
Glassware : : — — 
Hardware : . : —_ — 
Metals. : : — — 


TOTAL IMPORTS 


MAIN EXPORTS 


Arrowroot (Ib.) ; . 6,667,151 
Coconuts (number) . . 68,498 
Copra (lb.) .. . 2,654,956 
Cassava starch (Ib.) . . 565,320 
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6,360,057 


79,660 


353175454 


663,023 


Value 

1947 1948 

$ $ 
57,629 28,708 
44,174 45,420 
398 1,087 
5,405 75330 
7,001 12,100 
11,976 17,108 
91,421 91,492 
80,669 66,015 
445,377 392,341 
14,520 16,216 
35,141 17,970 
13,426 = 24,275 
3,912 3,877 
54,240 —- 52,876 
6,461 4,960 
11,064 9,469 
25,205 19,190 
15,403 21,454 
30,782 41,234 
33,893 38,816 
8,371 2,295 
211,046 78,528 
109,699 = 87,469 
50,890 = 4,372 
400,258 316,414 
79,503 63,368 
12,408 19,495 
84,053 68,479 
137,717 115,608 
3,326,242 2,992,524 
413,899 786,122 
2,443 3,247 
218,587 302,124 
43,162 57,761 
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Quantity Value 
1947 1948 1947. 1948 
$ $ 

Cotton, Sea Island white (Ib.) 200,487 255,931 119,842 212,431 

5» Stained (Ib.). . 13,321 2,863 3,998 1,197 
Goats (number) : : 4,934 3,563 15,240 15,328 
Sheep (number) : , 1,746 1,844 8,395 9,209 
Pigs see hy 52 3411 = 50,592 50,357 
Horses. a) ot. y 4 21 1,402 14,480 
Groundnuts (Ib. ae . 498,624 498,001 83,741 99,675 
Mace (lb.) ; : 8,953 15,653 2,405 10,509 
Nutmegs (Ib.) . : . 60,250 66,290 8,395 33,955 
Peas (Ib.) -  —- 32,291 4,143 1,939 271 
Plantains (bunches) . 6,577 3,820 1,891 1,406 
Potatoes (bags). . 24,678 19,113 88,195 102,756 
Soap (Ib.) : ‘ ; 5,000 1,503 643 201 
Sugar (tons) . : : — 400 — 56,080 
Turtle shell (Ib.) . : 500 490 1,200 853 
Yams (bags) . 416 — 3,504 — 
Corn (Ib.) : 510 3,000 38 165 
TOTAL EXPORTS (including 

re-exports) . : ; 1,126,306 1,868,456 
TOTAL RE-EXPORTS . : 29,131 68,847 


APPENDIX VI 


Administrative Organisation 
ADMINISTRATION 


Administrator : ($4,800, duty allowance $960, transport allowance 
$480 *}—R. H. Garvey, C.M.G., M.B.E., M.A. 


Government Secretary : ($1,920 to $2,400)—Bernard Gibbs. 
Special Grade Clerks : ($1,536 to ie V. King. 
. L. Samuel. 


AGRICULTURAL DEPARTMENT 


Agricultural Superintendent and Chief Forest Officer : ($2,400 to $2,880 
transport allowance $608)—M. A. G. Hanschell, B.A. (Oxon.) 
Dip. Agric. (Oxon.) fT 

Agricultural Assistants : ($1,440 to $2,160, transport allowance $480, 
house allowance $120)— | 
1. Windward District—H. A. L. Francis, D.I.C.T.A. 

2. Leeward District—R. I. Morris, Dip. "Agric. ae Jamaica). 
3. Southern District—E. J. Hamilton, D.LC.T.A 

* Temporary increase of 33} per cent paid. 

+ Seconded from Government of Sierra Leone in place of Mr.C. K. Robinson 

‘who has been seconded to Staff of Central Secretariat of Caribbean Commission 


as Executive Secretary (Agricultural Economist) for period of two years in first 
instance from 27th November, 1947. 


64 ANNUAL REPORT: ST. VINCENT, B.W.I. 


Officer-in-Charge, Camden Park Experiment Station : ($1,920 to $2,400 
transport allowance $320*, and free quarters, all paid from C.D. 
and W. funds)—W. R. E. Nanton, D.I.C.T.A. 


Agricultural Assistant (Livestock) : ($1,200 to $1,920, transport allowance 
$480, and free quarters, all paid from C.D. and W. funds)— 
E. Kirby, D.I.C.T.A. 


Senior Office Assistant (Technical) : ($1,032 to $1,680)—Miss M. Forde. 


AUDIT 
Audit Clerk: ($1,536 to $1,920)}—(Vacant). 


EDUCATION 


Education Officer: ($3,360, transport allowance $840, all paid from 
Colonial Development and Welfare funds)—E. C. M. Theobalds, 
B.A. (Lond.), Dip. Ed. (Lond.), M.R.S.T. 


Inspector of Schools : ($1,440 to $1,920 and transport allowance $384 *) — 
J. J. Antrobus (on two years’ contract). 


Headmaster, Grammar School : ($2,400 to $2,880)—W. M. Lopey, M.A. 
(Durham). 


Senior Assistant Master, Grammar School: ($1,440 to $1,920)—U. G. 
Crick, B.A. (London). 


Headmistress, Girls’ High School : ($1,920 to $2,400)—Miss M. Ellison, 
B.A. (Hons.) (Leeds), Dip. Ed. (Leeds). 


Senior Assistant Mistress, Girls’ High School: ($1,200 to $1,680)— 
Miss M. Byron, B.A. (Lond.). 


ELECTRICITY AND TELEPHONE DEPARTMENT 


Superintendent, Electricity and Telephone Department : ($1,920 to $2,400, 
transport allowance $384 *)—N. V. Andalcio. 


Assistant Superintendent, Electricity and Telephone Department : ($1,536 
to $1,920, and transport allowance $336)—( Vacant). 


JUDICIAL 


Puisne Fudge, Windward and Leeward Islands, St. Vincent Circuit : ($5,280) 
—H. A. O’Reilly. 


Registrar, Supreme Court and Additional Magistrate : ($1,680 to $2,160) 
—D. H. A. McNamara. 


Magistrate : ($1,920 to $2,400, transport allowance $384 *)—Vacant. 
Magistrate (3rd District): See Saint Vincent Grenadines District. 


LABOUR 


Labour Commissioner : ($1,920 to $2,400, travelling allowance $384 *)— 
R. N. Jack. 


LEGAL 
Crown Attorney : ($3,120)—P. C. Lewis. 


* Temporary increase of 33% per cent paid. 
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MEDICAL 

Senior Medical Officer : ($3,840, transport allowance $288 *)—Dr. W. L. 
Webb, M.B., B.S. (Lond.), M.R.C.S. (Eng.), L.R.C.P. (Lond.), 
D.P.H., R.C.P.S. 

Medical Superintendent, Belair Health Institute : ($2,640, Duty allowance 
$960, transport allowance $480, all paid from C.D. and W. funds)— 
Dr. E. D. B. Charles. 

District Medical Officers : ($2,400 to $2,880, transport allowance ranging 
from $192 to $408 *)}—Dr. F. Alexis, Dr. W. C. G. Murray,t 
Dr. K. J. E. McMillan, Dr. H. A. Munro, three vacancies. 

Resident Surgeon, Colonial Hospital : ($2,880 and specialist allowance of 
$1,200 as in charge of Radiological Clinic)—Dr. A. B. Brereton. 

Medical Officer, Colonial Hospital : ($2,400 to $2,880)—vacant. 

Nurse Matron, Colonial Hospital : ($864 to $960, house allowance $182, 
transport allowance $480, uniform allowance $48)—Miss S. Beach. 

Steward and Chief Dispenser : ($1,200 to $1,680)—C. E. Daisey. 

Sanitary Superintendent : ($1,440 to $1,920, transport allowance $384 *) 
—T. Brereton. 

POLICE 

Superintendent of Police: ($2,160 to $2,640, uniform allowance $58, 
transport allowance $288 *)—Major D. S. Cozier. 

Assistant Superintendent of Police : ($1,440 to $1,920, uniform allowance 
$58, transport allowance $288)—Captain A. L. Gentle. 


POST OFFICE 
Colonial Postmaster : ($1,920 to $2,400)—G. E. E. Williams. 


PRISONS 
Superintendent : ($1,680 to $2,160}—C. J. T. Anderson. 


PUBLIC WORKS, ROADS AND SURVEYS 
Superintendent : ($2,880 to $3,600 [)—G. A. Grant. 
Assistant Superintendent of Works : ($1,920 to $2,400 [)—C. F. Belizaire. 
Assistant Superintendent of Roads : ($1,920 to $2,400 {)—-M. B. Browne. 
Crown Surveyor : ($1,920 to $2,400 [)—G. L. E. Barker. 


ST. VINCENT GRENADINES 
District Officer and Magistrate, District 3 : ($1,680 to $2,160 and trans- 
port allowance $384)—F. A. Phillips. 


SOCIAL WELFARE, POOR RELIEF AND DISTRICT 
ADMINISTRATION 
District Welfare Officer : ($1,680 to $2,160 {)—V. C. Josse. 
Poor Relief and Probation Officer : ($1,032 to $1,440 and transport and 
subsistence allowance of $320)—F. John. 
* 'Temporary increase of 334 per cent paid. 


¢ Specialist Allowance of $1,200 as Government Ophthalmologist. 
t Receives transport allowance of $480 plus temporary increase of 334 per cent. 


66 ANNUAL REPORT: ST. VINCENT, B.W.I. 


SUPPLIES CONTROL 
Controller : ($2,160 to $2,640 and transport allowance of $240)— 
A. V. Sprott. 
TREASURY, CUSTOMS, PORT AND EXCISE 
Colonial Treasurer : ($3,600 *)—V. D. Archer. 
Assistant Treasurer : ($2,160 to $2,640 *)—(Vacant). 
Senior Customs and Port Officer : ($1,920 to $2,400 *)—V. P. Theobalds. 


Income Tax Officer : ($1,920 to $2,400 and transport allowance of $240 
plus temporary increase of 334 per cent)—I. D. B. Charles. 


APPENDIX VII 


Government Publications Available for Sale to 


the Public 
Title of Publication Published Price 
and Subscription 
Rate 
Plan of Development, 1946-56 . : $7.20 each 
St. Vincent Annual Report, 1946. 48 cents each 


Administrator’s Address commemorating Golden Jubilee, 
Kingstown Board 1947 (incorporating summary 
history of St. Vincent, its capital Kingstown 


and the Kingstown Board) . : ' 18 cents each 

Blue Book for 1939 . $2.52 each 
Administration Reports, 1946 ' ; : — 

Ordinances, 1947 ; , 60 cents each 

(Bound copy) 

Regulations, Orders in Council, etc., 1947. 30 cents each 


(Bound copy) 
Report on Vital Statistics for 1947 — 


Sheet Almanac, 1948 . 12 cents each 
Minutes of Legislative Council (2 vols.) 1947 : — 
Government Gazette . . $3.00 per annum, 


12 cents per copy 


These publications may be purchased from the Crown Agents for the 
Colonies, 4 Millbank, London, S.W.1. 


* Receives transport allowance of $264 plus temporary increase of 334 per cent. 


Printed in Great Britain under the Authority of Hts Majesty’s Stationery Office 
by Butler & Tanner Ltd., Frome and London. Wt. 3301. K1o,. 


OVERSEA 
EDUCATION 


A QUARTERLY JOURNAL OF 
EDUCATIONAL EXPERIMENT 
AND RESEARCH IN TROPICAL 
AND SUBTROPICAL AREAS 


EACH issue contains articles and notes on the 

fascinating educational problems which are being 

solved by British teachers in the tropics, with 
reviews of new publications. 


Four pages of illustrations are included in each 
~ number. 


ONE SHILLING AND THREEPENCE PER COPY (by post 1s. 4d.) 
Annual Subscription 5s. including postage 





Obtainable from 
H.M. STATIONERY OFFICE 


at the addresses on cover page 3 or 
through any bookseller 


STATISTICAL 
ABSTRACT FOR THE 
BRITISH 
COMMONWEALTH 


1936-1945 


Trade and Commerce Section 
[Cmd. 7224} 


THE Statistical Abstract for the British Commonwealth 
No. 69 continues the series, previously known as ‘ Statistical 
Abstract for the British Empire,’ publication of which was 
suspended during the war. An introductory memorandum 
to each country (or group of countries) setting out briefly 
some of the salient facts relating to the economic situation 
of the territory has been included for the first time. As well 
as Tables of Trades for each part of the British Common- 
wealth, various total values are shown in a series of 
Summary Tables. 


Roy. 8vo. vi + 237 pages 
PRICE 4s. BY POST 4s. 3d. 





Obtainable from 
H.M. STATIONERY OFFICE 


at the addresses on cover page 3 or 
through any bookseller 


ne! 


i ee A = 


Digitized » Google 














eS A AN a 
ey gS 


COLONIAL ANNUAL REPORTS 


ADEN 
BAHAMAS 
BARBADOS 
BASUTOLAND 
BECHUANALAND 
PROTECTORATE 
BERMUDA 
BRITISH GUIANA 
Bk. HONDURAS 
BR. SOLOMON 
ISLANDS 
BR. SOMALILAND 
BRUNEI 


CAYMAN ISLANDS . 


CYPRUS 
DOMINICA 
FALKLAND IS. 


FIJI 
GAMBIA 
GIBRALTAR 
GILBERT AND 
ELLICE IS. 

GOLD COAST 
GRENADA 
HONG KONG 
JAMAICA 
KENYA 
LEEWARD IS. 
MAURITIUS 
FEDERATION 

OF MALAYA 
NEW HEBRIDES 
NIGERIA 
NORTH BORNEO 


NORTHERN 
RHODESIA 
NYASALAND 
ST. HELENA 
ST. LUCIA 
ST. VINCENT 
SARAWAK 
SEYCHELLES 
SIERRA LEONE 
SINGAPORE 
SWAZILAND 
TONGA 
TRINIDAD 
TURKS AND 
CAICOS IS. 
UGANDA 
ZANZIBAR 


A standing order for selected Reports or for the com- 
plete series will be accepted by any one of the Sales 
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(Post Orders : 
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York House, Kingsway, London, W.C.2 


P.O. Box 569, London, S.E.1); 


39 King Street, 


Manchester, 2; 2 Edmund Street, Birmingham, 3 ; 
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Tower Lane, 


Bristol, 1 ; 80 Chichester Street, Belfast. 


A deposit of £4 (four pounds) should accompany 
standing orders for the complete series. 
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PART I 
(a) Review of 1949 


THE devaluation of the pound sterling caused an increase in the 
prices of flour, imported salt fish, petrol, kerosene oil and edible oils 
which, for the most part, directly affect the poorer classes. It was not 
financially possible for Government to subsidise these commodities, 
but it was decided to impose temporary restraint on Government ex- 
penditure in order not to inflate prices. Government therefore framed 
its budget for 1950 with an eye to rigid economy in expenditure 
consonant with past promises in the field of development. 

Steps were taken to discover whether more arrowroot and some 
cotton, the Island’s main products, could be sold in the United 
States of America. Efforts will be necessary to develop local re- 
sources and industries, and to this end a start was made with a salt 
fish industry in the Grenadines. A good clean brand of salt fish is 
being produced which is sold much cheaper than the imported 
fish. This industry is progressing favourably. 

Proposals for the development of a salt industry in the Grenadines, 
with assistance from Development and Welfare funds, were also 
considered, and there is every indication that this industry would 
be a paying concern. 


FINANCE 


The revised figures of local revenue and expenditure showed a 
surplus of $82,002. 

The main items of taxation imposed during the year were : 

(i) Increase in the trade duty and excise duty on rum 
used locally for the manufacture of bay rum and per- 
fumed spirits, and in the import duty on bay rum. 

(ii) Increase in stamp duties. 

(iii) Increase in licence fees payable by insurance companies. 
(iv) Imposition of a licence fee of $10 on wireless receiving 
sets. 

The strict policy of conserving hard currency continued through- 
out the year. Importations from hard currency areas were, wherever 
practicable, diverted to sterling sources. All efforts were made 
to increase exports to hard currency areas. 


AGRICULTURE, FORESTRY AND FISHERIES 


Although the Department of Agriculture is not yet up to full 
strength, the staff position was considerably improved by the 
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filling of three vacant posts of senior agricultural instructors. On 
the other hand, the Department suffered a loss when Mr. W. R. E. 
Nanton, officer-in-charge of the Camden Park Experiment Station, 
left the Colony on promotion to Grenada. 

Agricultural developments have met with considerable success 
during the year. Favourable prices, a ready market for agricultural 
produce and adequate supplies of fertilisers and building materials 
have all contributed to this satisfactory progress. 

Soil conservation continued to be given priority in the Depart- 
ment’s programme of work. Active measures are being taken to 
combat soil erosion not only on the mainland of St. Vincent but 
also in the St. Vincent Grenadines. Articles on this subject and on 
agricultural matters generally were published in the local press 
for the information and guidance of the general public. 

The Camden Park Experiment Station continued its experimental 
work, and considerable progress was made in its organisation as a 
mixed farm. 

On the Land Settlement Estates, 280 additional acres were 
rented out to workers for food gardens on an annual contract of 
tenancy. All these holdings were contoured and necessary grass 
barriers planted to prevent erosion. 

Proposals to run the Snagg Estate, Canouan, on similar lines to 
the Leeward Land Settlement Estates, as a central farm with a 
certain amount of land allocated to workers for food gardens on 
an annual contract of tenancy, were agreed to by the Land Settle- 
ment Board. Ninety-six and a half acres were allocated to residents 
on the island for food gardens. Approximately 30 acres were cleared 
for the central farm. | 

The work of extending and maintaining forest nurseries was 
carried out and results proved satisfactory. 

The increase in the production of arrowroot was disappointing, 
due principally to the very heavy rains experienced in June, July 
and August, 1948, coupled with attacks of the arrowroot leaf roller. 
Price increases of 1 cent per lb. and 14 cents per lb. over all 
grades of starch were obtained from the United States of America 
and United Kingdom purchasers respectively. The yield per acre 
for cotton was considerably lower than in the 1947-48 crop, but 
the acreage planted was considerably increased. Exports of copra 
were higher than in 1948. 


EDUCATION 


Mr. E. C. M. Theobalds, B.A., Dip.Ed., Education Officer, left 
the Colony on 7th December on two months’ vacation leave. 

The Headmaster of the Grammar School, Mr. W. M. Lopey, 
M.A., was on six months’ vacation leave from May. During his 
absence the school was carried on by the Senior Assistant Master. 

In December, Miss M. Ellison, B.A., left the Colony on three 
months’ vacation leave prior to relinquishment of her post as 
Headmistress, Girls’ High School. 
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Mr. J. H. Douglas and Miss N. M. John, head teachers of primary 
schools who had served for thirty and twenty-nine years respectively, 
retired on account of ill health. | 

The Headmistress of the Kingstown Preparatory School was 
awarded a British Council Scholarship to enable her to take a special 
course in child development at the London University Institute of 
Education. 


SOCIAL WELFARE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT. 


The Social Welfare Department continued its activities in pro- 
moting community life, particularly in rural areas. 

Prior to 1949 no form of democratic local government existed 
outside Kingstown. In January, 1949, six Small Towns Boards 
and two Village Councils were established under the recently enacted 
Small Towns Boards Ordinance and the Village Councils Ordinance. 
The people in the towns and villages are now given the opportunity 
of helping to run their own affairs. 


AIR SERVICE 


The fortnightly charter service by British Guiana Airways, 
Limited, continued throughout the year, as the service by Sealand 
amphibians did not come into operation. 


CONFERENCES 


The Honourable G. A. McIntosh, St. Vincent Delegate, attended 
meetings of the Standing Closer Association Committee which were 
held in Trinidad in March-April, in Barbados in June-July and in 
Jamaica in October. 

The Colonial Treasurer (Mr. L. Cools-Lartigue) attended a Customs 
Union Conference held in Barbados in January, a conference to 
discuss Resolution 9 (Economic Development) of the Montego Bay 
Conference, and discussions on the Canada-West Indies Trade 
Agreement and shipping also held in Barbados in January—February. 

An Oils and Fats Conference was held at Barbados from 16th to 
{9th August, at which the export price of copra was increased by 
{2 10s. to £45 per ton for the year commencing ist September, 
1949. At this conference, St. Vincent was represented by the 
Honourable E. A. C. Hughes with Mr. A. V. Sprott, Controller of 
Supplies, as adviser. 

A Conference of Colonial Supply Officers took place in London 
in June to discuss supply and import control questions. At this 
Conference Mr. E. Gittens Knight, Controller of Supplies, Grenada, 
represented the interests of Grenada, St. Lucia and St. Vincent. 

On their return from the Conference in London, a Regional 
Conference of Supply Officers of the Caribbean Colonies was held 
in Barbados from 17th to 22nd October. The primary aims of this 
Conference were (a) to consider changes in the supply position 
which might be associated with the change in the dollar/sterling 
exchange rate ; (b) to formulate supply programmes for the year 
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1950 in relation to the urgent need to reduce to a minimum the 
essential requirements of purchases which involved hard currencies ; 
and (c) to make further progress towards uniformity in the adminis- 
tration of necessary controls and in the hard currency requirements 
included in the programmes. St. Vincent was represented at this 
Conference by Mr. A. V. Sprott, Controller of Supplies. 


GENERAL 


Mr. W. F. Coutts, M.B.E., newly appointed Administrator, 
arrived in the Colony on 29th June, and assumed the administration 
of the Government. 
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PART I 


(b) Colonial Development and Welfare Schemes 


AGRICULTURE, LAND SETTLEMENT, FORESTRY AND FISHERIES 


Agriculture 


Although there is still a shortage of staff due to the absence on 
leave of two agricultural assistants and the vacancy created by 
transfer of the officer-in-charge, Camden Park Experiment Station, 
to Grenada, yet the staff position is better now than it has been 
for many years as the three vacant posts of senior agricultural 
instructors in the Extension Services Division were filled by suitably 
trained and experienced men from Jamaica. 

A start has been made in providing quarters for district agri- 
cultural staff. Two houses, one at Belmont and one at Snagg Estate, 
Canouan, have so far been completed through funds provided under 
Scheme D. 587. A third house under construction at Three Rivers 
should be completed before the end of 1949. 

During the period under review, soil conservation continued 
to assume prior importance in the Department’s programme of 
work. The Extension Services Division was fully engaged in soil 
conservation work, not only on the mainland but in the St. Vincent 
Grenadines where grass barriers, contour drains, diversion ditches 
and new roads on the contour were laid down. Approximately 
533,879 feet of contour lines, affecting about 8654 acres, were laid 
down and planted with khus-khus and fodder grasses. 

A total of 846 rods of contour drains and grass barriers were 
laid down on the sloping land surrounding the German Gutter at 
Troumaca, to prevent surface water getting into this enormous 

y. The work was carried out in close collaboration with the 
Public Works Department. 

An irrigation scheme was put into operation at Richmond, 
and another is now in process of construction at Wallilabou 
Estate. 

Much time was also devoted to livestock improvement. Three 
livestock field days were held during August at the district stud 
centres situated in the North Leeward, North Windward and Meso- 
potamia areas. Approximately 160 animals were exhibited at the 
three centres. Those shown in the North Leeward District were of 
a remarkably high standard and condition, particularly in the cattle 
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classes. The animals exhibited at the other two centres were for 
the most part in poor condition, and much attention is now being 
paid by the Extension Services staff in these areas to better feeding 
and management of livestock. The demand for planting material 
of fodder grasses far exceeded the supply in some areas, and new 
nurseries have accordingly been established to cope with the ever 
increasing demand. . 

A Livestock Policy for St. Vincent was recently drawn up and 
approved by Government, and is now being put into effect. Dr. 
H. V. Morris, M.R.C.V.S., the newly-appointed Veterinary Officer 
for the Windward Islands, established his headquarters at Camden 
Park Experiment Station where laboratory and office facilities are 
being provided. 

In February a visit was paid to the Island of Canouan in the 
St. Vincent Grenadines by the Director of Agriculture, Windward 
Islands, the Agricultural Superintendent, and Mr. J. C. Hotchkiss, 
Adviser on Agricultural Education to the Development and Welfare 
Organisation. Shortly after this visit the Director of Agriculture 
and the Agricultural Superintendent made certain proposals to the 
Land Settlement and Development Board. They suggested that 
the Government should hand over the Snagg Estate (comprising 
some 1,700 acres) to the Board so that it could be run on the same 
lines as the Leeward Land Settlement Estates. They also made 
recommendations about capital expenditure on staff quarters, 
livestock buildings and storerooms, roads and water supplies, and 
livestock improvement. The Board accordingly decided to seek 
the Secretary of State’s approval for the utilisation of the savings 
under Scheme D. 277, amounting to some £765, and for expenditure 
_ of £2,000 from the free grant of £10,000 for Development of Pro- 
perties, other than the Leeward Estates, to implement the proposals. 
Approval for expenditure of savings under Scheme D. 277 was 
obtained in April, and work on new roads and sub-division and 
allocation of land for temporary food gardens was immediately 
begun. Approval for expenditure of £2,000 from Scheme D. 457 
was obtained at the end of May, and up to the present staff quarters 
for two overseers, a water storage tank and one storeroom have 
been completed. Work on pasture improvement has also commenced. 
The Board further decided that, in order to operate a portion of the 
estate as a central farm, it would be necessary to negotiate a crop lien 
through Barclays Bank (D.C. & O.), Kingstown, and the approval 
of the Legislative Council was accordingly obtained and a crop 
lien has been negotiated for this purpose. Due to the late start 
made in clearing the land for the central farm, it has only been 
possible to plant 25 acres in Sea Island cotton, and five acres in maize 
and pigeon peas this year. The central farm has provided much 
needed employment for the residents of Canouan. | 

In addition to the proposals already mentioned, it was decided 
that efforts should be made to control soil erosion in the island, 
and a start was made early in the year in the laying down of contour 
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drains and grass barriers throughout the residential section-of Grand 
Bay. It was also decided to lay down necessary control measures 
on all lands rented out as temporary food gardens, and a similar 
contract of tenancy to that now in use on the Leeward Estates was 
brought into force. 

The Senior Agricultural Instructor for the St. Vincent Grenadines, 
who previously resided at Union Island, is to be stationed at Canouan 
and assume the management of the estate and the schemes as a whole. 
Accordingly, funds were provided from the capital charges under 
Scheme D. 587 to construct quarters for this officer, and these 
have now been completed. 


Land Settlement 

Very satisfactory progress can be recorded on the Leeward 
Land Settlement Estates during 1949. Development projects 
undertaken and completed include construction of covered cattle 
pens at Richmond and Wallilabou ; repairing of a dwelling house at 
Wallilabou ; construction of houses for the assistant manager and 
an overseer at Wallilabou ; repairs and alterations to the general 
manager’s house at Richmond Vale; repairs to Golden Vale road 
bridge at Richmond Vale; construction of an overseer’s house at 
Richmond ; construction of one new estate road and repairs to 
existing estate roads at Richmond and Wallilabou ; laying down of 
an irrigation scheme at Richmond for the purpose of maintaining 
adequate supplies of fodder for stall-feeding the working and breed- 
ing herds of cattle ; and the construction of new cotton, cocoa and 
groundnut drying houses at Wallilabou. In addition to the above- 
mentioned items, a start has also been made on the laying-down of 
another irrigation project at Wallilabou 

The audited accounts of the estates for the financial year 
ending 30th June, 1948, which were not received in time for 
publication in the 1948 report, show that during the second year 
of operation a net profit of $19,757 was realised after meeting all 
outstanding commitments, including interest on the two mortgage 
debentures held by Barclays Overseas Development Corporation. 
Allocations from the profits were accordingly made to the following 
funds : 


Debenture Sinking Fund : $9,600.00 
Development Fund $4,800.00 
General Reserve . ‘ : $ 840.00 
Land Purchase Fund . : $ 840.00 


In addition, $3,360 was set aside, eee the payment of a 
bonus to all workers employed on the estates during the financial 
year in question. A bonus of 6 per cent of the total earnings of 
the workers was paid out just before Christmas, 1948. 

Prospects for the year ending 30th June, 1949, have been good, 
and although the audited accounts are not yet to hand, it is antici- 
pated that another substantial profit will result. 
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In addition to the development operations carried out on the 
estates, considerable progress has also been made in establishing 
an Agricultural Investigational Centre at Petit Bordel Estate (ad- 
joining the town of Chateaubelair). Suitable pens for livestock 
breeding units (including a Holstein crossed with Zebu bull, 
two buck goats, a ram sheep, a Berkshire boar and poultry) have 
recently been completed, and the bull has already been installed. In 
addition, a house has been constructed for a resident stockman, 
and a water supply system laid down to provide water for livestock 
and irrigation of a part of the station. The 60 h.p. tractor pur- 
chased from the St. Vincent Co-operative Arrowroot Association is 
already proving of general benefit in the breaking up of new lands 
for estate cultivation. A sub-soil plough was also imported from 
the U.S.A., and is being used successfully on the Richmond Vale 
group of estates. 

During the year 280 additional acres were rented out to workers 
on the estates for food gardens on an annual contract of tenancy. 
All of these holdings have been contoured ‘and necessary grass 
barriers planted to prevent soil erosion. 


Forestry 

An additional forest guard for the Mesopotamia water catchment 
was appointed. The forest ranger for the Leeward range attended 
a three months’ course in silviculture at the Forestry Department 
of Trinidad (Scheme D. 200d (e)). Supervision and management of 
renters, as set out in the Crown Lands Regulations, and collection 
of rents continue to be the major activities of the Forestry Division. 
Considerable progress has also been made with the collection of 
arrears of rent. The Crown lands surrounding the Soufriere, Mt. 
Royal (Canouan) and the Mesopotamia and Colonarie water catch- 
ments were declared provisional forest reserves by an Order-in- 
Council. The last two were also declared prohibited areas in 
view of their importance as catchments for the Water Supply and 
Hydro-Electric Schemes. The timber-containing forest is now 
restricted to approximately 3,000 acres of mountainous and almost 
inaccessible lands. Sales of trees have been restricted to a mini- 
mum in order to avoid the building up of a timber trade at the 
expense of the Crown lands. The teak demonstration plot at the 
Botanic Gardens was thinned under the guidance of the Assistant 
Conservator of Forests, Lesser Antilles Division. These trees 
continue to show encouraging possibilities of being established 
on a much wider scale. Brief articles on the aims and methods of 
forestry in St. Vincent have been published in mane local Press from 
time to time. 


Fishertes 

Every effort is being made to build up the local fishing industry. 
Towards this end a purse seine for experimental purposes was 
constructed from funds provided under Scheme D. 662, and put 
into operation on a share system. A shed for the air curing of corned 
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fish is now in process of construction at Canouan. This step has 
been taken in order toencourage thé fishing industry in the Grenadines, 
and to promote production of local salt fish in the hope that it may 
replace imports of salted cod fish from Canada which are restricted 
because of the dollar shortage. 

Surveys of the industry were carried out, and every effort is 
being made to assist fishermen generally. 

The four fishermen’s associations formed for the purpose of 
encouraging thrift among fishermen progressed satisfactorily during 
the year. 

Dr. C. F. Hickling, Fisheries Adviser to the Secretary of State 
for the Colonies, paid a visit to St. Vincent where he saw the chasing, 
harpooning and killing of black fish and also the methods employed 
for oil extraction. There was no extensive marketing of oil during 
the year but efforts are being made to find purchasers in the United 
Kingdom. Catches of black fish in 1949 totalled 272, and some 
5,000 gallons of oil remain on hand unsold. 


PUBLIC HEALTH AND MEDICAL SERVICES 


The Schemes supported by Colonial Development and Welfare 
funds continued to operate throughout the year. Under the Health 
Centre Scheme three nurses were admitted to the Belair Health 
Institute for one year’s training in preventive and social medicine. 
Under Scheme D. 540 the Bequia Unit (consisting of a six-bed 
hospital, nurse’s quarters, dispenser’s and sanitary inspector’s 
quarters, and medical officer’s quarters) was built ; and the Biabou 
Unit was built under Scheme D. 433; building of dispensaries 
was started at Mesopotamia, Stubbs and Lowmans (Windward). 
The first of these dispensaries was completed in 1949 and, at the 
end of the year, the last two were nearly complete. 


CENTRAL HOUSING AND PLANNING AUTHORITY 


The Authority was established in September, 1946. It 1s composed 
of a chairman (the Senior Medical Officer) and six other members 
one of whom—the Superintendent of Works—holds his seat as an 
ex officio member. The executive work of the Authority devolves 
on an executive secretary assisted by an accountant and a clerk. 

The establishment of the Authority was made possible by a 
grant of £20,000 from Colonial Development and Welfare funds. 
Five thousand, three hundred and sixty-five pounds of this 
amount was hypotheticated for headquarters expenses over a 
period of five years. An application has now gone forward for 
an additional grant of £4,005 to meet staff expenses to 34st 
December, 1952. 


PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 
Communications 
Roads. No road building has been financed in 1949 from Devel- 
opment and Welfare funds. 
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Air Services. It has been decided to establish a flying-boat 
service to be operated by British West Indian Airways Limited. 

A site for the seadrome has been selected in the Villa-Calliaqua- 
Ratho Mill bays ; work on reef-clearing is proceeding and a building 
for use by customs, immigration and health authorities has been 
purchased under. Development and Welfare Scheme D. 1091. 


Buildings. Work on building construction continued under the 
supervision of the Public Works Department. Dispensaries and 
nurses’ quarters were built at Stubbs, Mesopotamia and Lowmans, 
a hospital-dispensary-nurse’s quarters unit at Biabou, the medical 
officer's quarters in Bequia, and agricultural officer’s quarters at 
Belmont, Three Rivers and Canouan. 

No schools were built during the year, but plans and estimates 
are being drawn up for a large senior elementary school in the 
Kingstown area. 


Research. Examination of local materials with a view to using 
them in building construction to reduce costs has been continued. 
All reports on laboratory research tests on samples of volcanic earth 
by the Mineral Resources Department of the Imperial Institute 
are favourable, and the Crown Agents for the Colonies have been 
asked to obtain plans and estimates of cost from consulting engineers 
for the building of a pilot plant for the production of pozzolana 
cement. : 


EDUCATION 


Approval was given for the continuation of the Scheme for the 
Training of Teachers. During the year 126 part-time pupil teachers 
were trained by the four supervising teachers who also held Saturday 
classes for 54 student teachers. At the end of the year 32 part- 
timers had completed the three-year course, and of these six were 
selected for enrolment as student teachers. Seven intending teachers 
(two boys and five girls) completed the three-year secondary-school 
course and have been placed in primary schools as student teachers. 
In January, two male teachers entered the Trinidad Government 
Training College for Teachers, one of them for a one-year and the 
other for a two-year course of training. 

The Roman Catholic authorities also sent two teachers from 
the Kingstown Roman Catholic School for training at the Trinidad 
Roman Catholic Training College. | 

A teacher successfully completed a six-month domestic training 
course which was given at the Barbados Housecraft Centre and 
was awarded a second-class teacher’s certificate. | 

A grant from Development and Welfare funds enabled a male 
teacher to receive instruction in physical recreation at the Comber- 
mere School in Barbados. 

The 1949 school building programme was not proceeded with, 
but plans have been made for building operations to be started 
early in 1950. | 
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Proposals for the reorganisation of the Department were under 
consideration. 


Note 

A statement showing schemes initiated or in progress during 
1949, with their numbers and titles, and the amount spent on each 
scheme both from Development and Welfare funds and from local 
resources up to the end of 1949, is attached as Appendix I. 


PART II 


Chapter 1: Population 


THE census of April, 1946, showed the population of the Colony to 
be 61,647 (males 27,901 and females 33,746), as compared with the 
census of April, 1931, which recorded 47,961 (males 21,208 and females 
26,753)—an increase of 13,686 (males 6,693 and females 6,993) 
and a percentage increase of 28-5 (males 31-6 and females 26-1). 


The population of the Colony was distributed as follows : 


(a) Kingstown: . ; : : ; 4,833 
as compared with 1931 . : ‘ : : 4,269 
an increase of : ; ‘ 564 
and a percentage increase e of 13-2. 

(b) The suburban areas of Kingstown: . , - 9,933 
as compared with 1931 . ; : 6,947 
an increase of : : ; : 2,986 
and a percentage increase of 43-0. 

(c) Therural areas: . ; , : . 42,402 
as compared with 1931 . ; ‘ . . 33,062 
an increase of ; ; : : 9,340 
and a percentage increase of 28-3. 

(dq) The Grenadines: . ; : : 4,479 
as compared with 1931 . : : : ; 3,683 
an increase of ; : ‘ é 796 


and a percentage increase of 21-6. 
The population at the end of 1949 was estimated at 66,170. 


Chapter 2 : Occupations, Wages and Labour 
Organisation 


OCCUPATIONS 


Agriculture is the chief occupation in the Colony. The estimated 
number of workers in the main industries was as follows : 


Agriculture : ; ; ; : , . 41,300 
Manufacturing ; ; ; 2,000 
Building and Road Construction : ‘ ‘ 2,000 
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Transport and Communication . : : 500 
Trade and Commerce ; : . ; : 1,100 
Hotel and Personal Service : ; : : 2,000 
Public and other Services . ; : : ; 1,000 


WAGES AND HOURS OF WORK 


The following revision in the salary scales of employees in the 
General Clerical Service of the Colony became effective from 1st 
January : 


Principal Clerks : . $1,536 x $96 — $1,920 to $1,680 x $96 — $2,160 
Senior Clerks . ; . $1,032 x $72 — $1,440 to $1,200 x $72 — $1,680 
Junior Clerks . ; . §$ 384 x $48-$ 960 to$ 480 x $60 — $1,152 
Probationary Clerks. . $§ 288 to $ 360 
Messengers in Government 

Departments ‘ . $ 192 x $24-$ 384 to $ 288 x $24-$ 480 


The salary scales of certain heads of departments and senior 
officials, and those of non-clerical posts were also revised, and every 
officer who did not automatically receive an immediate increase 
of salary under the proposals for the revision recommended by 
the Salaries Revision Committee and approved by the Secretary 
of State was granted two increments with effect from 1st January. 

The rates of the cost-of-living bonus paid to Government em- 
ployees, which range from $91.20 to $109.20, remained unchanged. 
The general view was that this bonus should not be incorporated into 
basic salaries in view of the current instability of the cost of living. 

On the recommendations of the Salaries Revision Committee, 
the wage-rates for Government daily paid workers were increased 
from 60 cents and 48 cents to 75 cents and 60 cents per 8-hour 
day for men and women respectively, with effect from 1st January, 
1949. 

The prescribed basic wage-rates for workers employed in the 
agricultural industry, namely, 48 cents and 36 cents per 8-hour 
day for men and women respectively, to which was added a cost- 
of-living bonus of 10 per cent remained unchanged. 

The Planters’ Association, however, again voluntarily increased 
the cost-of-living bonus from 25 per cent to 334 per cent, which 
brought the prevailing rates of wages in that industry to 64 cents 
and 48 cents for men and women respectively, for an 8-hour day, 
or its equivalent in task work, with effect from 17th January. 


The prevailing wage-rates in the other industries and services 
were as follows : 


(a) Manufacturing Industries 
Men: 72 cents to 84 cents for a day of 8 hours ; 
Men: $4.00 to $8.00 for a week of 48 to 60 hours ; 
Women: $3.60 to $4.80 for a week of 48 to 60 hours. 
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Building and Road Construction 

Building: Men: $1.20 to $2.40 for a day of 8 hours ; 

Road: Men: 75 cents to 96 cents for a day of 8 hours ; 
Women: 60 cents to 72 cents for a day of 8 hours. 

Transport and Communications 

Men: $8.00 to $10,00 per week and $15.00 to $27.00 per 

month (10 hours work per day). 

Trade and Commerce 

Men: $5.00 to $10.00 for a week of 42 to 48 hours ; 

Women: $4.00 to $8.00 for a week of 42 to 48 hours ; 


Men: $20.00 to $60.00 per month (42 to 48 hours per 
week) : 

Women: $16.00 to $48.00 per month (42 to 48 hours per 
week). 


Hotel and Personal Services 

Women: $5.00 to $6.00 per month, with meals, or $10.00 
to $12.00 per month, without meals (10 hours 
work per day). 


COST OF LIVING 


The cost-of-living index figure for all items at the end of December, 
1949, was 225, and the following table shows the cost-of-lving 
index figures at the end of each month (August, 1939=100) : 


Year Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May June July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. 
1939 = = = = = = = 100 - - _ - 
1942 - - - - = = - - 161 167 

1943 171. 171 «175 174 175 177 182 183 183 8 §6182 ise 185 
1944 185 185 188 187 184 184 $85 187 186 180 181 = 181 
1945 183 193 194 191 190 18S 184 185 185 188 190 190 
1946 190 190 190 189 189 189 194 196 201 202 202 201 
1947 2044 203 204 206 205) 2060 «6 208)=«6.210 ©=62130 213) 213214 
1948 292 223) 2250 «©2250 2240 224A) 2260 «62270 221 2200 2210S 2221 
1949 221 220 220 220 219 218 218 217) 218) 218 §=225 0 «6225 


The percentage 


increases in the various groups at the end of 


December, as compared with the corresponding period in 1948, 
were as follows (August, 1939 = 100) : 


Group December, 1949 December, 1948 
Food . : 110 106 
Rent . ; : 40 40 
Fuel and Cleaning . 145 118 
Clothing 233 233 
All Other 124 105 


The increase in food prices resulted chiefly from an increase 
in the retail price of wheaten flour, from 9} cents and 10 cents to 
414 cents and 12 cents per lb. in town and country districts re- 
spectively, which became effective on 8th November. Because of 
the increase in the retail prices of flour, the weight of a penny loaf 
of bread was reduced from 23 oz. to 12 oz. with effect from the 


same date. 
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The percentage increases on 1939 prices in the retail prices of staple 
foodstuffs and articles of clothing at the end of December and for the 
previous year were as follows : 


Foodstuffs 1949 1948 Clothing 1949 1948 
Beef, fresh . . 55°5 55-5 Bags, flour . - 414:3 414-3 
Bread . 185-7 150 Chambray . . 313-3 313-3 
Fish, fresh . . 95 95 Cotton (white) . 384-7 333-3 
Flour . 283 250 Denim » 2273 345-5 
Milk, fresh . . 50 50 Drill, khaki . 313-3 308-3 
Oil, edible . . 88:9 88-9 Oxfords. . 387°5 387-5 
Rice . . 183-3 133-3 Prints ; . 264:6 274-6 


Sugar (unrefined) 116-7 116-7 Shirts (working) . 316-3 290-2 


LABOUR ORGANISATION 


Staff and Functions of the Department of Labour 


The staff of the Department of Labour during the year comprised 
the Labour Commissioner, who is responsible for the administration 
of the Department, one senior clerk and two junior clerks. 

The chief functions of the Department of Labour are to supervise 
and review the conditions of the various forms of employment which 
exist in the Colony; to ensure the enforcement of labour legislation; 
to investigate all representations made by employers and workers 
with a view to settling disputes and improving industrial relations ; 
to visit the various places of employment with a view to studying 
wage-rates, hours of work, living conditions, conditions of work 
in factories; to collect and collate statistics relating to the number 
of workers employed and unemployed, cost of living and migration; 
and generally to do all in its power to promote harmonious relations 
between employers and workers. 


Industrial Disputes 

A strike by the male workers employed at ‘ie St. Vincent Co-op- 
erative Arrowroot Association took place on 22nd February in 
which the assistance of the Department of Labour was immediately 
sought by the Association. 

Upon investigation it was found that the workers had gone 
on strike while negotiating for certain increases in pay. They were 
advised to resume work, to which they agreed, and a settlement, 
satisfactory to both sides, was subsequently reached. 

The advice and assistance of officers of the Department was 
sought by 612 persons and in the majority of cases settlements. 
satisfactory to the parties concerned were reached. 


Trade Umons 

The St. Vincent General Workers’ Union was the only one of 
the three registered trade unions in the Colony which continued 
to function during the year. The membership of the union was 
1,161 at 31st December, as compared with 1,209 at the corresponding 
date in 1948. 
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The Acting Labour Commissioner attended a meeting of the 
union held on 22nd March and addressed members on the subject of 
labour conditions generally. 

The Administrator addressed a meeting of the union members 
on 9th November on the devaluation of the pound sterling, with 
special reference to its effect on the cost of living. He pointed 
out that every effort was being made by the Government to keep 
this at a minimum, having due regard to the anticipated increases 
in the prices of essential commodities, and he stressed the necessity 
for practising the strictest economy. 


Labour Advisory Board 

Under the provisions of Section 4 of Ordinance No. 14 of 1942, 
new members were appointed to serve on the Labour Advisory 
Board for one year from 10th February. 


One meeting of the Board was held during the year at which | 


consideration was given to the proposed amendment to the Licences 
(Control of Porters and Tariff of Fees) Rules, as prescribed by 
Statutory Rules and Orders No. 118 of 1941, which relates to the 
handling by porters of the baggage of passengers leaving or arriving 
in the Colony. Certain revisions in the tariff of charges were re- 
commended to Government by the Board. 


LABOUR LEGISLATION 


The following labour legislation was enacted during the year : 

(a) The Department of Labour (Amendment) Ordinance, No. 
3 of 1949, which amends section 4 of the principal Ordinance 
by the addition of the following subsection : 
“Where the Governor in pursuance of the powers conferred 
on him by the immediately preceding subsection appoints 
a Chairman of the Board, the members present at any 
meeting at which the Chairman is absent may for the purpose 
of that meeting appoint one of their number to preside at 
such meeting.”’ 

(6) The Workmen’s Compensation (Amendment) Ordinance, No. 
5 of 1949, which amends the principal Ordinance, No. 241 
of 1939, provides for increased compensation for injuries 
sustained by workmen during the course of their employment 
as follows : | 

Death: 36 months wages or £300, whichever is the less, instead 

of 30 months or £250. 
Burial expenses not exceeding {5 payable by employer 
in addition. 

Permanent total disablement : 

Adult: 48 months wages or £400, instead of 42 months wages 

or £350, whichever is less. 

Minor: 96 months wages or £400, instead of 84 months wages 

or £350, whichever is less. 
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Temporary Disablement : 
Adult: 4 of monthly wage payable instead of 4 of monthly 
: wage. 
Minor: */, of monthly wage payable half-monthly instead of 
4 of monthly wage. 
Both these Ordinances received the assent of the Governor and 
became effective from 16th March. 
(c) The Licences (Control of Porters and Tariff of Fees) (Amend- 
ment) Rules, $.R. & O. No. 79 of 1949, which amend Rule 
8 of the principal Rules, became effective from 8th December. 


LABOUR MIGRATION 


No workers were recruited for employment outside the Colony 
during the year. 

Sixty-six recruited workers returned to the Colony during the 
year. The majority however, were on vacation, at the expiration 
of which they returned to Aruba to continue their contracts. One 
hundred and eighty-two non-recruited workers left the Colony for 
the Netherlands West Indies during the year, 147 (91 males and 56 
females) went to Aruba and 35 (2 males and 33 females) to Curag¢ao. 


REHABILITATION OF EX-SERVICEMEN 


Three meetings of the Rehabilitation Committee were held 
during the period under review, at which applications from ex- 
servicemen for the granting of loans were considered, and the 
question of arrears in the payment of outstanding loans was discussed. 

A resolution passed at a meeting of the Committee held on 12th 
May stated that the Committee had discharged the duties imposed 
upon it, and recommended its dissolution to Government. The 
Committee was dissolved on 30th September. 

During the period of its existence the Committee dealt with 
132 applications from ex-servicemen. Loans amounting to approxi- 
mately $4,960 were granted to 10 ex-servicemen for the purpose 
of purchasing land, erecting homes and for re-establishing themselves 
in businesses in which they were engaged previous to enlistment. 
Of that amount, balances amounting to $2,044.80 were outstanding ~ 
at 31st December. 

Any unfinished business affecting the welfare of ex-servicemen, 
other than the enforcement of the repayment of outstanding loans, 
will be dealt with by the St. Vincent Legion of the British Empire 
Service League. 


Chapter 3: Public Finance and Taxation 


REVENUE EXPENDITURE 
Year er C.D. a Ww. Total Local C.D. oe W. Total 
1939. 488,938 1,325 490,263 481,666 125 481,791 
1948. 1,263,912 206,38 1,470,294 1,118,996 190,564 1,309,560 
1949* . 1,479,301 312,392 1,791,693 1,397,299 312,392 1,709,691 


* Revised Estimate 
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There are five main heads of Revenue: Customs, Licences, Excise 
and other Internal Revenue, Fees of Court or Office etc., 
Office, and Electricity and Telephones. As the following figures 
show, these sources contributed largely to the Colony’s finances : 


Post 


Electricity 
Licences Fees, Post and 
Year Customs etc. etc. Office Telephones 
$ $ $ $ $ 
1939 . . 243,586 131,649 35,400 14,266 32,976 
1948 . . 529,073 436,043 99 578 91,732 71,529 
1949*., . 541,000 440,555 123,320 242,850 93,689 
*Revised Estimate 
The following are the main heads of Expenditure : 
Public Public Central 
Works Works Road 
Public Pen- Educa- Elec- Medi- Re- Extra- Trea- Author- Agri- 
Year Debt Sions cation tricity cal Police current ordinary sury aty culture 
$ $ S$ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ 
1939 39,422 30,288 61,589 23,395 91,541 28,997 32,875 32,112 20,155 —_ 13,699 
1948 42,898 38,215 117,255 46,045 176,233 68,072 48,647 31,890 41,727 64,420 42,666 
1949* 44,897 35,200 145,313 60,103 214,546 72,896 63,426 56,479 55,211 119,300 75,308 


*Revised Estimate 


The Public Debt at 31st December, 1949, totalled $324,372 of 
which local loan issues are represented to the following extent : 


Kingstown Board Water Supply loan, 1930 
Land Settlement Loan, 1932-35 
Lowmans/Biabou Water Supply Loan, 1934. 
Public Purpose Loan, 1937 
Telephone Loan, 1938 

Electricity Generating Unit Loan, 1939 


$ 
1,440 
19,680 
4,800 
43,488 
7,200 
17,455 


$94,063 


A statement of Assets and Liabilities for 1948 is attached as 


Appendix IT. 


The main heads of taxation and the latest estimated yield in 


1949 appear below : 


Import Duties 
Export Duties 
Licences 

Excise Duties. 

Trade Duty 

Income Tax 

Stamp Duties. 

Land and House Tax 
Estate Duties. 


$ 

417,000 
124,000 
27,155 
125,000 
52,275 
214,698 
23,321 
28,090 
9,481 


$1,021,020 
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The principal features of the Customs Tariff are reproduced 
in the table at Appendix III. 

Locally manufactured spirits bear an excise duty of 14s. 2d. per 
proof gallon and, in addition, a trade duty is imposed on locally manu- 
factured rum of 2s. per proof gallon, and on imported spirits between 
3s. and 6s. per gallon, liquid or proof according to circumstances. 

The minimum rate of income tax, in the case of individuals, 
is three cents in the dollar, and the maximum 78 cents. The incidence 
of tax at varying income charge levels is set out at Appendix IV. 
Companies pay tax at the flat rate of 30 cents in the dollar. 

The more important stamp duties are detailed at Appendix V. 

The basic land tax in St. Vincent and Union Island, the largest 
dependency, is 24 cents per acre or part thereof up to 10 acres, 
and 48 cents per acre or fractional part in excess of 10 acres. Land 
tax in the Grenadines Island 1s as follows: 


a) Upon land in the island of Bequia—14 cents per acre or 
fractional part of an acre. 

b) Upon land in the island of Canouan—12 cents per acre 
or fractional part of an acre. 

c) Upon land in the island of Mustique—18 cents per acre or 
fractional part of an acre. | 

d) Upon land in the islands of Mayreau, Balliceau and 
Battawia—6 cents per acre or fractional part of an acre. 

The minimum tax payable is 24 cents. 
The tax upon houses, levied only in St. Vincent, Union Island 

and Bequia, is based on the assessed annual rental as follows: 


$14.40 and not exceeding $24.00 48 cents per house 


( 
( 
( 
( 


Over $24.00 ,,_,, . $28.80 60 cents ,, __,, 
i $28.80 ,,  ,, 5 $36.00 80 cents ,, _,, 
- $36.00 ,,_ ,, . $43.20 96 cents ,, __,, 
‘i $43.20 ,,  ,, a $48.00 . $1.20 ae 
$s $48.00 ,, ,, $60.00 . $1.60 ee. cee 
. $60.00 ,,  ,, Ps $72.00 : $2.40 oe 
a; $72.00 at the rate of $24.00 per cent of the assessed annual 

rental. 


These taxes are payable without penalty between 1st November 
and 31st December. During the following January arrears of unpaid 
taxes are subject to a fine of 6 cents where the total due does not 
exceed $4.80, and at the rate of 8 per cent on amounts in excess. 
Thereafter all outstanding amounts are collected by a bailiff under 
warrant of levy and execution. 


Chapter 4: Currency and Banking 


There is no local currency. Trinidad Government dollar notes and 
United Kingdom gold, silver and bronze coins are legal tender. 
The only note issue bank in the Colony is Barclays Bank 
(Dominion, Colonial and Overseas), which carries out general banking 
D 
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operations and had, in 1949, a note circulation of $150,000. Interest 
bearing deposits are limited in the Savings Branch to $2,500 and 
the rate allowed is 1 per cent per annum. 

Savings departments are also operated by the St. Vincent Agri- 
cultural Credit and Loan Bank, Limited, which was established 
for the purpose of assisting peasants with money advances for 
crop cultivation, and by the St. Vincent Co-operative Bank, Limited, 
formed for general co-operative activities and assistance. The rate 
of interest allowed is in the former case 2 per cent and the latter 
24 per cent; at 31st December, 1948, the former held $65,644 to 
the credit of 1,123 depositors, and the latter $61,683 on behalf of 
2,659 depositors. 

The Government Savings Bank limits amounts held on deposit 
by any individual at any one time to $4,800. At 31st December, 
1948, the total to the credit of 2,440 depositors amounted to $509,048 
the rate of interest earned being 23 per cent per annum. 


Chapter 5 : Commerce 


During the year under review there were no outstanding commercial 
developments, but trade was well maintained. The main imports 
and exports, as compared with the preceding year’s quantities 
are given at Appendix VI. 


Chapter 6: Production 


The island’s production is almost entirely agricultural. The chief. 


crops in their order of importance, as shown by the value of their 
exports during 1949, are arrowroot, starch, copra, Sea Island cotton, 
peanuts, sweet potatoes, cassava starch and livestock. Minor 
agricultural products contributing to the island’s economy, mainly 
through their sale on the local market, were sugar, edible oil, miscel- 
laneous food crops, animals and animal products. 

Arrowroot was once again the most important crop, enjoying 
a virtual monopoly in world markets. In 1949 the value of its exports 
was double that of its nearest competitor copra, and amounted in 
quantity to over 74 million pounds. The total production for the 
year amounted to approximately 7,253,792 Ib. Price increases of 
4 cent per lb. and 14 cents per lb. over all grades of starch were 
obtained from United States of America and United Kingdom 
purchasers respectively. 

Shipments of starch are made through a single agency—the 
St. Vincent Co-operative Arrowroot Association which has been 
in operation for over 19 years—to markets situated chiefly in the 
United States and the United Kingdom where the product is in 
very fair demand. In 1949 the exports to the United States amounted 
to 5,298,584 Ib., and those to the United Kingdom amounted to 
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1,516,907 lb., while small quantities were disposed of in Canada 
and the neighbouring West Indian islands. 

Both large and small scale growers contribute to the island’s 
arrowroot production, but while the area cultivated by peasants 
amounted to nearly half the total under arrowroot, this group 
accounted for only 13 per cent of the total annual production of 
starch. This is accounted for by the relatively poor lands available 
to peasants, the difficulty of obtaining adequate credit facilities 
for the purchase of essential commodities such as artificial fertilisers, 
and the fact that a large proportion of the peasantry is ignorant of 
the advantages of mixed farming practices. It should be remembered 
that the figure for peasant production does not include the pro- 
portion of the crop which is retained by factories in payment for 
the processing of rhizomes. 

The acreage for the 1948-49 crop has not shown any appreciable 
increase over that of the previous year, but the average yield on 
the whole was slightly higher. 

One of the two granite-edged runner mills presented by the 
Colonial Products Research Council for the carrying out of trials 
in processing of rhizomes was installed at Wallilabou factory and 
two carefully controlled trials were carried out under the auspices 
of the St. Vincent Co-operative Arrowroot Association. The trials 
proved beyond doubt the superior crushing power of the saw-toothed 
grater ball over the granite-edged mill. A full report on the trials 
has been submitted to the Colonial Products Research Council and 
to the Government. 

Sea Island cotton, which usually ranks second in the order 
of importance of the island’s agricultural products, showed an 
increase in production during 1949. A total of 3,278 acres were 
planted in Sea Island cotton for the 1948-49 crop as compared 
with 1,865 acres in the 1947-48. Of the 1948-49 acreage, 1,660 
acres were planted by estates. Yield per acre was considerably 
lower due to failure of the December—January rains and averaged 
104 lb. lint as against 161 lb. in 1947-48. Total lint production 
amounted to 855 bales as compared with 725 bales in 1947-48. 
The considerable increase in acreage planted was principally due 
to the higher price, $1.00 per lb., offered. The St. Vincent Grenadines 
materially contributed to the increase in the 1948-49 crop. 

As a result of negotiations, the United Kingdom Raw Cotton 
Commission has guaranteed 96 cents per lb. for first white lint 
of the 1949-50 crop, and although the acreage figures are not yet 
available, seed sales and observations by Extension Services staff 
indicate a further increase in acreage under cultivation. Incidence 
of stainers and pink boll worms was on a considerably reduced 
scale, principally due to the efforts made by large growers and the 
Extension Services staff in cutting down and destroying the principal 
host plants of these pests before the planting season. Present 
indications for the 1949-50 crop are good, and a slightly larger 
crop is expected. 
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The Central Cotton Ginnery maintains an oil expressing and 
refining plant, which operated during the year, producing both 
cotton seed and coconut oil, with their by-products of stock feed 
and manure. The additional oil expelling plant which was purchased 
in 1947 by the Central Cotton Ginnery was installed early in 1948. 
A new deodorising plant ordered in 1947 by the ginnery for the 
treatment of coconut and possibly fish oils arrived in the Colony 
in 1948 and was erected by the end of the year. This new addition 
should assist in building up an export trade in refined and deodorised 
edible oils. | 

The low quality, perennial Marie Galante cotton was finally 
eradicated in the St. Vincent Grenadines, and the change over to 
Sea Island cotton during 1948 has resulted in over 402 acres being 
put under cultivation for 1950. Weather conditions were extremely 
favourable and reports, so far received, indicate good crop prospects. 

Two meetings of the Working Committee of the Oils and Fats 
Conference, British Caribbean Area, were held in Barbados on 
6th May and 13th August, 1949. 

The total production of whole nuts for the Colony during 1949 is 
estimated at 10,000,000 from a total area of approximately 5,000 acres. 
Of this quantity nearly 90 per cent was produced by estates. Exports 
of copra during 1949 amounted to 1,332 tons valued at $429,596 
and 702 tons were processed at the Central Cotton Ginnery in the 
manufacture of refined oil, soap, stock feed and manure. In addition, 
24,447 whole nuts valued at $932 were exported during the year. 

The production of sugar by the Mount Bentinck Factory, the 
only sugar factory in the island, decreased slightly during 1949. 
A total of 2,084 tons of dark crystals were produced in 1948-49. 
This was 268 tons less than the 1947-48 output of 2,352 tons. The 
severe dry weather experienced during the early months of 1948, 
coupled with insufficient trash and vegetable matter for mulching 
the fields, were the principal factors responsible for the falling off 
in output. Two hundred and fifty tons of sugar were exported to 
the United Kingdom. 

The system of making advances of $10.00 per acre planted 
by peasants has been continued by the company, in addition to 
supplying fertiliser at cost, and these measures have done much to 
encourage the cultivation of sugar cane in the Park Hill and Three 
Rivers districts. Transport facilities have also been made available 
to small growers within easy reach of the factory. 

The Camden Park Station continued the multiplication of 
improved sugar-cane varieties from the British West Indies Central 
Sugar Cane Breeding Station during 1949, and it is proposed to 
lay down variety-cum-manurial trials at Mount Bentinck during 1950. 

During the year 65,380 proof gallons of rum were manufactured 
by the Mount Bentinck distillery. 

There is still no evidence of recovery in the Colony’s fancy 
molasses export trade, and during the year exports of this product 
were again negligible. 
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The cassava industry which increased considerably during the 
war years because of high prices and enhanced demand, particularly 
in Trinidad, and had begun to show a decline in 1945 when competing 
shipments from South America began to reappear on the market, 
showed a marked upward trend in 1948, and increased again in 
1949. Prices were lower than in 1948. Six hundred and eighty 
thousand, six hundred and seventy two pound valued at $53,688 
were exported in 1949 compared with 663,023 lb. valued at $57,761 
for 1948. Total cassava starch production for the island was esti- 
mated at 811,124 lb. of which about 45 per cent was produced by 
estates; it is estimated that about 5 per cent of the total area under 
cassava was utilised for the production of the local food known as 
“‘farine’’ while about 2 per cent was accounted for by “‘ sweet ”’ 
varieties consumed locally as a vegetable. 

The production of groundnuts, again a serious competitor for 
lands suitable for other crops, made a valuable contribution to the 
island’s export trade. Exports of groundnuts amounted to 470,064 Ib. 
valued at $94,281, compared with 498,001 lb. valued at $99,675 for 
1948. Prices on the whole remained fairly constant. 

Production of food crops is difficult to estimate, since nearly 
the whole supply is grown by peasants on small holdings for which 
no records are available, but it is estimated that 10,000 acres are 
annually devoted to food crops, and that average annual production 
for the most common of the food crops is : 


Sweet potatoes . 94 million Ib. 
Tannias, Dasheen, Eddoes. . ; , Cy . 
Yams 


In addition, maize, pigeon peas, beans, plantains, pumpkins, 
etc., are annually grown and make a considerable aggregate con- 
tribution to the island’s food supply. 

The exports of livestock this year showed a decided upward 
trend in spite of the efforts to control exportation to provide for . 
local needs ; they took fifth place on the list of exports. Exports 
were valued at $93,605 compared with $89,374 for the previous 
year. Efforts to improve the quality of local livestock through the 
agency of the district stud centres continued, and greater use is being 
made by livestock owners of the animals stationed at these centres. 

As an incentive towards livestock improvement, three livestock 
field days were held during August at the stud centres situated 
in the North Leeward, North Windward and Mesopotamia districts 
for progeny of the Department’s bulls, buck goats, ram sheep and 
boars standing at the stud centres. Prizes were awarded for the 
best animals in each class. 

Fishery production is estimated at 536,015 lb. for 1949. six 
thousand, five hundred gallons of black fish (pilot whale) oil were 
extracted from 272 black fish caught during 1949. 

Four fishermen’s associations were in operation during the year, 
but owing to the high cost of gear etc., savings were low. 

A purse seine for experimental purposes was completed in April. 
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A local salt fish industry was started at Canouan. This project 
is being undertaken with a view to encouraging the fishing industry 
in the Grenadines and also to promoting production of local salt 
fish, in order to try and replace the imports of salted cod fish 
from Canada which are restricted because of the dollar shortage. 


Chapter 7: Social Services 


EDUCATION 


Primary education is provided at the expense of the Government, 
for the most part, for all children from 5 to 15 years of age. In 
1949, including the Government fee-paying combined infant-junior 
school, there were 38 primary schools (16 Government, 9 Anglican, 
11 Methodist, 2 Roman Catholic). All the schools are co-educational 
and, but for the exception already mentioned, education is free 
but not compulsory. The school enrolment for 1949 was 13,532 
and the average attendance (all sessions included) was 8,585. 

In addition to the ordinary inspection visits, every school was 
subject to a formal annual examination. Based on the results, 
14 were placed in the second grade of efficiency, 18 in the third grade 
and nine were considered inefficient. 

Steps were taken to strengthen the ties between each local 
community and its school by the appointment of representative 
residents in the various districts as visitors to Government Schools. 
These visitors have a measure of supervisory authority. 

Lunch kitchens were carried on at seven schools. 

Instruction in woodwork, basketry and bookcraft was given 
throughout the year at the Manual Training Centre attached to the 
Georgetown Government School. 

The enrolment in the secondary schools was 230 at the Grammar 
School and 217 at the Girls’ High School. From the commencement 
of the second term the tuition fees at both schools were raised. 

With the addition of two classrooms, an assembly hall, a head- 
master’s room, a staff room and a library, accommodation at the 
Grammar School was made adequate, and the general conditions 
were greatly improved. A commercial side embracing for the time 
being typewriting, shorthand. and book-keeping, was introduced. 
The class, which is conducted by a visiting teacher, comprises 
selected pupils from the two secondary schools. 

In December the Grammar School presented 18 candidates for 
the Cambridge School Certificate Examination and 6 for the Higher 
School Certificate Examination. The Girls’ High School entered 
25 and 7 candidates respectively for the Cambridge School Certificate 
and the Higher School Certificate Examinations. 

The usual games—cricket, football and tennis in the case of 
the boys, and tennis and netball in the case of the girls—were played. 
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Both schools held successful athletic sports meetings. In April the 
Windward Islands Inter-Schools Tournament was held in St. Vincent. 

Other extra-curricular activities including Scouting, Guiding, 
Cadet Corps, dramatics, debating and gardening were continued 
with zeal. A Junior Red Cross Link was started at the Girls’ High 
School. 

Scholarships tenable at the Grammar School for three years 
have been donated to four boys by Mr. O. W. Forde. 

The Windward Islands Agricultural Scholarship was awarded 
to the St. Vincent candidate. 

Steps have been taken to establish a scholarship fund to provide 
for exhibitions to the University College of the West Indies. 

Five classes were conducted under the auspices of the Extra- 
Mural Department of the University College of the West Indies. 

Through the generosity of the British Council the secondary 
and primary schools are supplied with magazines and pictorials. 
Educational films were also received on loan, and much use has 
been derived from the permanent loan of a 16 mm. sound projector. 

The Board of Education, consisting of 14 members, serves as 
the general advisory body on education and, as in 1948, five meetings 
were held for the year. 


HEALTH 


The returns of infectious diseases notified during the years 1947, 
1948 and 1949 were as follows : 


1947 1948 1949 
Cases Deaths Cases Deaths Cases Deaths 
Dysentery . 119 il 3 - ~ - 
Influenza 249 1 529 5 470 — 
Pneumonia . —«€B8 20 66 11 49 6 
Enteric Fever 275 32 54 10 A5 6 


There is a single general hospital accommodating 120 patients 
in Kingstown and three rural cottage hospitals of six beds each at 
Georgetown, Chateaubelair and Bequia, this last having been com- 
pleted and opened during the year. Another cottage hospital at 
Biabou was completed but not put into use. The cottage hospital 
at Belair is near completion. 

Other central institutions are a pauper asylum for 125 inmates, 
a leper asylum with accommodation for 20 patients, and a mental 
hospital of 100 patients. The medical needs of the seven rural 
districts are served, in addition to the above-named institutions, 
by 20 dispensaries which the medical officers attend weekly. These 
dispensaries are being replaced by permanent Government owned 
buildings, with a nurse in residence, who will attend to minor ailments. 
In addition to the five new units in existence at the beginning of 
the year, three more were in the process of building. 
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The medical officer establishment was brought up to full strength 
during the year, and the districts of Bequia and Chateaubelair, 
which were without resident medical officers at the beginning of 
1949, had officers posted to them. There were 17 Government 
employed district nurses and midwives, 16 dispensers and 3 staff 
nurses. Ten sanitary inspectors (including one milk sanitary in- 
spector) are posted to the districts under the direction and super- 
vision of a Sanitary Superintendent, whose duties are to ensure 
that the provisions of the Public Health Ordinance are observed, 
particularly with reference to buildings, nuisances, water supplies, 
etc. New developments in 1949 were connected chiefly with schemes 
financed from Development and Welfare funds. 


HOUSING 


The work of rehabilitating village settlements and carrying out 
an extension of Kingstown—the Montrose Housing Scheme—was 
prosecuted with vigour during 1949. 


Village Rehabilitation 

Mount Bentinck and Basin Hole villages, which together comprise 
the largest rural slum area in the Colony, and which have long been 
a blot on the landscape, are now being resited and rebuilt. The 
villagers work on the adjoining estates. A social survey of the 
area was carried out and it was ascertained that 217 families were 
living under conditions of overcrowding and squalor. There were 
practically no sanitary conveniences. 

Negotiations initiated by the Central Housing and Planning 
Authority with Mount Bentinck Estates, Limited, resulted in the 
Mount Bentinck Slum Clearance Scheme which was prepared by 
the Authority, agreed to by the directors of the estates and approved - 
by Government. The scheme provided for a free gift to the Authority 
of the lands on which the villages stood, the purchase of five acres 
of land from the estates for taking care of displaced persons, and 
the appointment of the directors for the time being as a local author- 
ity under the scheme. The land conveyed as a free gift amounted 
to 183/,, acres and was valued by the proprietors at £4,500. An initial 
grant of £2,000 of the original £20,000 from Colonial Development 
and Welfare funds has been provided to enable a start to be made. 

The Mount Bentinck Scheme, like all previous village rehabilita- 
tion schemes, is based on the principle of self help—the Authority 
helping the villagers to rebuild or repair their homes. The assistance 
takes the form of advances of building materials of about $40 to 
$60 per family unit. The amount of the advance is repayable in 
two to three years by monthly instalments. 


Old Housing Scheme 

A housing scheme of quite a different nature is now being wound 
up. Eighteen years ago the Government borrowed £6,236 from the 
Colonial Development Fund and built 100 two-roomed cottages, 
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which they sold to the villagers on the hire purchase system. Each 
house cost £76 9s., payable by monthly instalments of 6s. 5d., over 
a period of 25 years. The experiment proved a failure, mainly 
because of the difficulty of collecting the monthly payments. 

Finally the Government approved a proposal to sell the houses 
outright, preference being given to the occupiers provided a down- 
payment of one-third of the price was made and an agreement 
entered into to pay off the balance in six months. Both Government 
and the Authority maintained a firm stand in the matter. It is 
gratifying to state that within three months a sum of £1,041 was 
collected. In the process it has not been found necessary to displace 
more than two of the occupiers. 


SOCIAL WELFARE 


The Social Welfare Department was set up in 1945 for five 
years under a Colonial Development and Welfare scheme. The 
scheme came to an end in September, 1949, and an interim grant 
was obtained to continue it until December, 1949, after which the 
future of the Department would be decided. 

During 1949 the activities and responsibilities of the Department 
included child, youth and family welfare, rural welfare, social work 
in the law courts and information services. 

There is a Child Welfare Association which helped a number 
of children with clothes. The Association purchased the materials, 
passed them on to the women’s clubs to be made up, and then 
distributed the garments among needy children. The Association 
obtained its funds from members’ subscriptions, from gifts, from 
a children’s carnival held in February and from a jumble sale. 

Recreational facilities for young people are provided in Kings- 
town at the Youth Centre, established under a Colonial Development 
and Welfare scheme, and at the club room attached to the Social 
Welfare Department. Facilities are provided at both places for 
indoor games and at the Youth Centre for lawn tennis, net ball 
and captain ball. Ten clubs with a total membership of 300 made 
use of the facilities offered. 

A camping hut, built from Colonial Development and Welfare 
funds, on grounds adjoining the Government Experiment Station 
at Camden Park, is used by young people. During the training week 
held by the Department in September, 60 young people were taken 
to the hut and around the Experiment Station. 

There were 12 women’s clubs in existence with a total membership 
of 300. The aims and objects of the clubs are similar to those of the 
Women’s Institute of Canada and Great Britain. They have recently 
formed the ‘“‘ St. Vincent Federation of Women ”’. 

The Citizens’ Advice Bureau, attached to the Department, has 
done a very useful piece of work in connection with the many fathers 
in St. Vincent and abroad who were not supporting their children. 
The Department contacted the fathers and the results were very 
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encouraging. The co-operation of the British Consul in Curacao, 
the British Vice Consul in Aruba and the Secretariat in Trinidad, 
was of great assistance. Over 250 cases were dealt with during the 
ear. 

z Out-door relief was paid to over 1,200 persons during the year. 
The amount paid varied from 4s. to 30s. per month. The Ordinance 
is now being amended to change the terms “ poor relief’’ to ‘‘ public 
assistance,’ “‘ poor relief officer ’’ to ‘ public assistance officer ”’ 
and ‘‘ Poor Relief Board ’”’ to “‘ Public Assistance Board ’’. 

A handicraft instructress, trained in Trinidad under a Colonial 
Development and Welfare scheme, has been doing useful work 
teaching groups how to use local straw and fibre materials—such 
as coconut, bananas, khus-khus, sansiviera and pandanus—for 
making such articles as bags, slippers, table-mats, baskets, hats 
and belts. The instructress spends six months in each centre, two 
of which were established during the year, and at the end of the 
period an Achievement Day is held. In one centre as many as 67 
persons made use of the opportunity. This number was divided 
into four groups, and each group met three times a week for a period 
of three hours. Since the appointment of the instructress the 
standard of work has improved considerably. Articles are made 
for home use and for sale. Many persons have increased their earnings 
in this way. The Department keeps a show case at the office with 
samples of finished articles and collects orders for the groups. Many 
orders have been executed in this way. 

One housecraft centre was established during the year by the 
housecraft instructress who was trained in Barbados. Cooking, 
sewing and embroidery were taught. 

Two Young Farmers Clubs were established during the year 
in areas where there are livestock improvement centres. Four 
Bee Clubs were also in existence. 

The public assistance officer is also probation officer. 

Application has been made for a Colonial Development and 
Welfare grant for the establishment of an approved school for 
delinquents, for children who are in need of care and protection 
and for “‘ beyond control ” cases, for the age-group 10-15 years. 

The Department received from the Central Office of Information 
and from the British Council a number of periodicals and news- 
papers which it passed on to public libraries, schools, clubs and other 
organisations. 

The Department publishes a monthly paper, ‘‘ The St. Vincent 
Welfare News ”’. 

The Department possesses a 16 mm. film-strip projector (battery 
- operated) which was used in a number of towns and villages during 
the year. It has become a very popular and effective method of 
spreading information. Whenever there was a show the whole village 
turned out and the opportunity was taken to explain to the people, 
among other things, the meaning of devaluation, and to encourage 
them to take a keener interest in agriculture. 


Chapter 8: Legislation 


Important legislation enacted during the year 1949 included the 
following Ordinances : . 


No. 1: The Maintenance Ordinance repeals the Bastardy 
Ordinance and the Maintenance Orders (Facilities for Enforcement) 
Ordinance, and consolidates and modernises the provisions of the 
two Ordinances. | 


No. 5: The Workmen’s Compensation (Amendment) Ordinance 
increases the compensation payable (a) in cases of death of a workman 
from injuries, from a sum equivalent to 30 months wages or £250, 
to 36 months wages or £300, whichever is the less ; (6) in cases of 
permanent total disablement from 42 months wages or £350, to 
48 months wages or £400, whichever is the less ; and (c) in cases 
of temporary disablement, from a sum equal to 4/, of a month’s to 
1/, of a month’s wages; and in the case of a minor from 1/, to 4/, of a 
month’s wages. Compensation for permanent partial disablement 
is also increased, being calculated on permanent total disablement. 


No. 7: The Arrowroot (Amendment) Ordinance extends the 
powers of the St. Vincent Co-operative Arrowroot Association to 
include the following : 

(a2) power to negotiate bills of exchange, promissory notes 

and other negotiable instruments, 

(b) power to operate co-operative central factories, to under- 
take research in the breeding of the arrowroot plant and 
in the processing and marketing of starch, and to utilise 
part of its reserve fund for the purpose. Power is given 
to members to vote by proxy and the Board is authorised 
to appoint a permanent deputy chairman. The Association 
is given wider powers to make regulations without reference 
to the Governor in Council. 


No. 8: The Stock Trespass (Amendment) Ordinance adds 
sheep to the kind of animals which may be killed when found trespas- 
sing on land. 


No. 9: The Police (Amendment) Ordinance modifies the pro- 
vision under which a Magistrate could order finger print impressions 
to be taken from a person in lawful custody on any trifling charge, 
so that Magistrates may now order the taking of finger prints, etc., 
only where they suspect that the person, from the nature of the 
offence charged (being a felony or misdemeanour), has been pre- 
viously convicted, or has been engaged in crime or that his finger 
print impressions, etc., are required in the interest of justice. 


No. 11: The Roads Ordinance repeals the Old Highway 
Ordinance which had been in existence since 1883 and had undergone 
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several amendments. This Ordinance was based mainly on the 
Grenada Roads Ordinance of 1932, but incorporates the more 
useful provisions of the old Highway Ordinance. Among the im- 
portant changes introduced are : 
(a) the creating of the Central Road Authority in which is 
vested the management and care of the roads of the Colony ; 
(b) the division of the Colony into road districts and the 
classification of roads ; 
(c) the appointment of the Superintendent of Works as the 
chairman of the new Road Authority. 


No. 12: The Quarries Ordinance regulates and controls quarries 
and quarrying within the Colony. 


No. 14: The Radio-Active Minerals Ordinance provides that the 
prospecting and mining of the radio-active minerals (from which 
atomic energy can be derived) listed in the Schedule to the Ordinance 
are prohibited except under licence from the Governor. Provision 
is also made for prompt notification to the Governor of any such 
minerals which may be discovered, and the exploitation and ex- 
portation of such minerals is prohibited except under licence by the 
Governor. 


No. 15: The Gambling Devices Suppression Ordinance prohibits 
the use and importation of slot machines used for the purpose of 
gambling. Provision is also made for the destruction of these 
machines when found in the Colony. The Governor in Council 
is given power to declare other similar machines gambling devices 
for the purpose of the Ordinance. 


No. 18: The Pensions (Amendment) Ordinance makes _pro- 
vision for compensation payable in respect of Government officers 
who are killed or injured while travelling by air in pursuance of 
official instructions. 


No. 19: The Prison Extra-mural Sentences Ordinance. This 
Ordinance is in the nature of an experiment, its main aims are, to 
keep young offenders convicted of trivial offences from coming in 
contact with hardened criminals in jail, and out of prison entirely, 
where possible ; and to provide a method of punishment alternative 
to the conventional short-term prison sentence, the rehabilitative 
or deterrent value of which may be open to question. Provision is 
made whereby with the consent of the accused and the Super- 
intendent of Prisons, the Court, if it deems fit under the circumstances 
of the case, instead of imposing a short term of imprisonment 
(up to six months) may allow the accused to discharge his sentence 
without entering prison by undertaking a full day’s public unpaid 
work for each day of his sentence during the term of imprison- 
ment ordered. Should the accused fail to attend at the prescribed 
work on time he would be liable to be imprisoned by the 
Superintendent of Prisons for whatever portion of the term 
remained unexpired. | 
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No. 20: The Customs Duty (Amendment) Ordinance increases 
the duty on imported bay rum as follows : 
(2) British preferential tariff from 3s. to 10s. per liquid gallon, 
and 
(6) General tariff from 5s. 6d. to 12s. 6d. per liquid gallon. 


No. 21: The Excise (Manufacture of Bay Rum and Perfume) 
(Amendment) Ordinance increases the excise duty payable on 
denatured rum withdrawn from bond for use in the manufacture 
of bay rum from 1s. to 5s. per proof gallon. 


No. 27: The Licences (Amendment) Ordinance increases the 
licence duty payable by insurance companies carrying on business 
in the Colony, or through their agents, in the following cases : 


(2) Life insurance from {£5 to £10 per annum ; 

(b) Fire insurance from £3 to £7 10s. per annum; 

(c) Motor vehicle insurance from {3 to £10 per annum ; 
(d) Other forms of insurance from £3 to {5 per annum. 


Chapter g : Justice, Police and Prisons 


JUSTICE 


A resident Puisne Judge presides over the Supreme Court of the 
Windward Islands and Leeward Islands in St. Vincent. The Supreme 
Court has appellate, civil and criminal jurisdiction, and also hears 
matters in its probate, divorce and Admiralty jurisdictions. 

The Colony is divided into three Magisterial Districts. Districts 
I and II consist of the islands of St. Vincent and Bequia. District 
III consists of the islands of Union, Mayreau and Canouan. 

There are three Magistrates, one being the Magistrate of Districts 
I and II, the other being the Magistrate of District III, and the 
third being the Additional Magistrate of the Colony. 

The local system of law enforced by the Colony falls under 
the two main heads: statute law duly passed by legislation, etc., 
and the common law of England. 


The following is a division of the Courts—Supreme Court and 
Magistrates’ Court—with the causes which are usually adjudicated 
there : 


(1) The Supreme Court 


(a) Original Jurisdiction: All matters which are heard and 
determined by the High Court of Justice in England, vz., 
King’s Bench Division, Divorce, Probate and Admiralty 
Division and Chancery Division, except as otherwise pro- 
vided for by local legislation. An appeal from this Court 
lies to the West Indian Court of Appeal and thence to the 
Privy Council Committee. 
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(0) Summary Jurisdiction: To hear and determine without a 
jury or counsel, all civil actions, whether of a legal or equit- 
able nature, and all matters arising thereout or incidental 
thereto, in which the debt or damage claimed, or the amount 
or value does not exceed £50 and in actions for the recovery 
of possession where the value does not exceed £30. An 
appeal from this Court lies to the Windward Islands and 
Leeward Islands Court of Appeal. 


(c) Criminal Jurisdiction: In the exercise of its criminal juris- 
diction the Court has cognisance of all treasons, felonies, 
misdemeanours and offences committed in the Colony or 
within three miles of any of the shores of the Colony ; and of 
all treasons, felonies, misdemeanours and offences authorised 
to be tried and determined in the Court under and by any 
Imperial Statute now or hereafter to be passed for this 
purpose. : 


(2) The Magistrates’ Court 


(a) Criminal Jurisdiction: To hear and determine all complaints 
or informations for summary offences. 


(0) Civil Jurisdiction: To determine all actions of contract or 
tort other than cases of detinue where the amount claimed 
or value of the thing claimed whether as a debt, balance 
of account or damages or otherwise is in the case of actions of 
contract not more than £20 and in the case of actions 
of tort not more than £10; for damages for detention of, 
and/or for the recovery of any chattel or thing which is 
not more than £20 and in cases for the recovery of possession 
where the value does not exceed £20; and generally in all 
other matters in which jurisdiction is by any law expressly 
given to Magistrates or Justices of the Peace. An appeal 
from the Magistrates Court hes to the Supreme Court in 
its appellate jurisdiction. 


POLICE 
Organisation 

There has been no change in the establishment of the Force 
which remains at 2 officers and 93 other ranks (approximately 
1 policeman to every 652 persons). The strength, however, varied 
from time to time but never dropped below a total of 87—1 officer 
and 86 other ranks. 

On 18th October the Superintendent was transferred on pro- 
motion to North Borneo and the Assistant Superintendent was 
appointed to act as Superintendent. 

During the year 2 officers and 59 other ranks were stationed at 
Police Headquarters and Central Police Station, and 34 other ranks 
distributed among the 12 district stations. The strength at the 
end of the year was divided as follows : 
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Officers S/Inst.S/Maj.S/Sgt. Sgts. Cpls. L/Cpls. Cons. Total 


Headquarters (Staff) 1 — 1 — 1 —_ 1 1 5 
Central Police Station — _ — _— 1 3 7 26 37 
Criminal Investigation 

Department ; — — — — 1 2 2 2 7 
Traffic and Licensing _ —_— —_ 1 _— — — 2 3 
Under Training j —_ — — —_ — _ —_ 7 7 
District Stations . _— 1 — _ 2 4 7 20 34 
Under Establishment 1 _ —_ — — _— —_— 1 2 
Establishment 2 1 1 1 5 9 17 59 95 


There were three resignations, three dismissals and one transfer 
to another Department between April and September. The vacancies 
thus created were filled by seven recruits who were enlisted on 
16th September. These recruits are still under training. 

The Fire Brigade has maintained its high reputation despite 
the lack of facilities for proper training. There were eight major 
and two minor fires during the twelve months. The value of the 
property destroyed or damaged was negligible. 

Towards the end of the year the new Kingstown water supply 
was opened, and hydrants which hitherto had been practically 
useless could be operated with a fair degree of success. 

In November, the number of trailer pumps was unfortunately 
reduced to three when the Dennis pump had to be laid up until 
certain spare parts could be obtained. A few items of equipment 
were received during the course of the year. 


Activities 

The work of the Force has continued on much the same lines 
as in 1948. All ranks were called upon to perform extra duties 
and to take on extra responsibilities because recruits had to attend 
training courses, thus reducing numbers on the active strength, 
because the number of criminals has grown, and because the volume 
of traffic has increased. 

Revised and improved beat and patrol systems, designed to 
give better police protection to those persons living in the suburbs of 
Kingstown, were put into operation at the beginning of the year. 

Recreation and sport were confined to cricket and a few indoor 
games. 


Prevention and Suppression of Crime 

There was a slight increase in the incidence of crime over that 
of 1948, but the number of successful investigations was substantially 
less. The results obtained are not as bad as they appear when it 
is considered that, among other things, the policeman has had to 
contend with a more intelligent and violent type of criminal; the 
strain of extra work made harder by a depleted staff ; and the lack 
of scientific aids to crime detection. 


1947 1948 1949 

Crimes and offences investigated . 3,375 3,244 3,489 
Crimes and offences brought before 

the Court é : : . 41,644 2,050 1,845 
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The increase in crime can be attributed to existing conditions, 
and in many instances to the marked reluctance of members of the 
public to co-operate with or assist the police. 

A glance at the police records will show that the number of 
offences against property during 1949 exceeded by far the number 
of any other specified crime. Experience has shown that many 
crimes of housebreaking could have been prevented if the owners 
had not been so careless and had taken proper precautions to secure 
and safeguard their properties. 

Two cases of homicide were recorded—one suicide and one 
manslaughter. A nolle prosequi was entered by the Crown Attorney 
in the manslaughter case. 


Motor Vehicles 

The importation of English vehicles continued throughout the 
year. The natural result has been a considerable increase in traffic 
which has necessitated the making of additional regulations which 
will be put into effect early in 1930. 

The following table shows the total number of registered vehicles 
in 1947, 1948 and 1949: 

1947 1948 1949 


Cars ‘ : : : . 242 278 297 
Buses. : ; 541 59 61 
Trucks. ; , : ; 39 62 79 
Motor Cycles . : : 17 29 39 
Jeeps and Station Wagons. - D 8 


Totals 349 433 484 
The fact that there were few accidents in 1949 is evidence of a 
well organised system of traffic control. 
An Ordinance to make provision for the protection of third 
parties against risks arising out of the use of motor vehicles was 
brought into force on 1st January, 1949. 


PRISONS 


The prisoners have been trained to work under an honour system, 
which has lightened considerably the anxiety of the officers working 
on the new farm. Without this system the task would have been 
impossible owing to the small number of officers employed. 


Staff 
The staff comprised : 

1 Superintendent 
4 Matron 
1 Chief Officer 
2 First Class Officers 
3 Disciplinary Officers 
5 Trade Officers 
6 Supernumerary Officers. 
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The officers are still confronted with very long hours of work, 
mostly caused by under-staffing, and more so now by the expansion 
of work. 


Prisoners 
The total number of admissions for 1949 compared with previous 
years, was as follows : 


Penal 
Imprisonment Remand Total 
1946 : . 182 30 86 1 268 314 
1947 . 233 34 101 - 334 34 
1948 : . 232 37 1114 3 343 40 
1949 : . 219 26 119 3 338 29 


The daily average at the prison was 112-33 males and 2-74 females, 
total 115-07 as against 106-53 males and 3-99 females, total 110-52 
in 1948, which shows a total increase of 4°55 for 1949. 

The health and sanitation of the prisoners were very satisfactory 
during the year. 

An officer who underwent a course of study for subordinate 
officers in British Guiana is responsible for the physical training, 
which has made a large contribution towards the reduction of ailments 
among the prisoners. 

The honour system has caused a large reduction in prison offences. 

A pocket money system is in operation. Prisoners can earn 
up to eight cents per week, and they are allowed to spend or save 
this amount. 


Young Offenders 

The young offenders are organised to work on their honour— 
that is, without the supervision of an officer—when sent out of 
the institution, and the results have been good. 


Prison Rules 
The Prison Rules were revised as a result of recommendations 
made by the Conference of Heads of Prison Departments held in 
Barbados in May, 1948. Among the items dealt with were : 
(a) The abolition of the ticket of leave system ; 
(5) The abolition of the marks system ; 
(c) The introduction of the stage system ; 
(2) The introduction of a standard remission of one-fourth of 
all sentences over one month ; © 
(ec) The establishment of a proper after-care system ; 
(f) | Provision to be made in the law for the imposition of extra- 
mural punishment. 


Industries 
The activities of the prison have now been extended to the 
prison farm, commonly known as Ottley Hall estate. The estate 
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has a dairy with a large number of cows, an agricultural area of 
about 100 acres and a large stone quarry. 

Twelve thousand dollars was spent on renovating the old estate 
houses and building a new cowbyre with modern equipment. A number 
of officers and prisoners are stationed on the site for the care and 
supervision of the animals. This transfer of officers and prisoners to 
Ottley Hall farm relieved overcrowding which for years presented 
one of the greatest problems in the main prison. 

Baking, boot repairing, tailoring and other industries were 
successfully maintained throughout the year. 

Plans are well on foot to bring into operation a stone crushing 
machine to be operated at the quarry, Ottley Hall, and a fibre mill 
for the production of coconut fibre. 


Chapter 10: Public Works and Public Utilities 


PUBLIC WORKS 


In addition to projects undertaken with Colonial Development and 
Welfare funds, the Public Works Department carried out the full 
maintenance of roads and buildings and executed a programme 
of extraordinary works financed from local funds. 


Buildings 

The Boys’ Grammar School has been redecorated, additional 
accommodation of over 3,000 square feet provided and the science 
laboratory improved. ; 

Alterations at the Registrar’s Office in the Court House have 
improved the accommodation for the staff and the general public. 

The Customs buildings have been redecorated, an exterior 
staircase built and the interior rearranged so that business can 
now be conducted with greater despatch and comfort. 

Additional sanitary arrangements have been provided for the 
doctors at the Colonial Hospital, and alterations and improvements 
have been carried out in the offices and the laboratory. 

The exteriors of the Treasury and of the Post Office buildings 
have been painted, the Georgetown hospital, the Colonarie Police 
Station, the doctors’ quarters at Cedars and Belair, the quarters 
of the Superintendent of Police and the Superintendent of Agri- 
culture, and the Education Office have been renovated and decorated. 

The Georgetown school has been redecorated and the bore-hole 
latrines have been converted into pit latrines. The Troumaca school 
and the teacher’s quarters have been reconditioned and the school 
at Calliaqua repaired. 

The Kingstown jetty has been reinforced with new timber 
piling and all metal work has been painted ; the jetty at Port Eliza- 
beth in Bequia has been strengthened. 

Buildings in the military camp at Arnos Vale have been dis- 
mantled and re-erected on a new site and are being converted into 
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garages, warehouses and workshops for accommodation of the 
mechanical and field sections of the Public Works Department. 


Equipment 

Another Aveling-Barford 5-ton diesel road roller and a mechanical 
mower were received from the Crown Agents, and a Caterpillar 
D 7A bulldozer obtained from the United States of America and 
put into use in 1949. 


Water Supplies 

The laying of the southern area main water supply pipe-line 
from Waterhouse to Kingstown was completed during 1949, and, 
although work on ancillary installations is still incomplete, the 
capital town of Kingstown is now fed with a continuous supply of 
pure water. Reports on the chemical and bacteriological quality of the 
water indicate that it is excellent and fit for human drinking aiter 
very mild chlorination. 

This work was financed from local loan funds, after the pro- 
vision from Colonial Development and Welfare funds had been 
spent largely in the United Kingdom on pipes and fittings. 

A water tank has been built at New Grounds in North Charlotte 
Parish, and the paving of the catchment area at Port Elizabeth in 
Bequia has been begun. 

The new pipe-lines from Antoine to Troumaca, Coull’s Hill, 
Rose Bank and D’ar View have been laid and the villagers now 
have a 24-hour a day supply of good drinking water. 


Hydro-Electric Scheme 

The scheme for the hydro-electric power development of the 
Colonarie river has been submitted to the Colonial Development 
Corporation with a view to their taking over the project. 


Miscellaneous Works 

The schools’ playing field at Richmond Hill is being levelled 
and, despite the adverse effect of heavy rains and massive rocks 
uncovered in the sub-strata, much progress has been made. 

Effective drainage and anti-erosion works have been carried 
out in the vicinity of large erosion gulleys in the Troumaca area 
in collaboration with the Agricultural Department. Two more 
check walls have been built across the Rose Bank ravine nearer 
to its western (seaward) exit. 

The Ottley Hall estate is being used as a prison farm, and the 
conversion of the buildings into living quarters, the provision of 
a large cowbyre and a bull pen, the equipment of milking rooms 
and the installation of a water supply are all practically complete. 


Surveys 

The Surveys Section of the Public Works Department has 
executed the following surveys for the year in the following places : 
topographical survey of the Troumaca area; topographical and 
plane surveys of the water supply project pipe-line route from 
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Waterhouse to Kingstown ; survey of Leeward highway from Layou 
to Barrouallie ; plane survey of cemetery site at Stubbs; plane 
survey of dispensary site at Stubbs; the setting out of markers 
in the sea at Villa for reef-clearing operations; survey of the Vigie 
road—from 2-mile mark to Eyry Ridge; hydrographic and topo- 
graphic survey of the proposed fish market site; survey of the 
Windward road from Kingstown to Villa Point. 


ELECTRICITY 


The electricity generating plant has four diesel alternator units 
of a total 265 k.w. capacity. The engines are products of Ruston 
and Hornsby and Belliss and Morcom. The two Ruston and Hornsby 
sets installed about twenty years ago are still in service but, due 
to defective parts, their use has to be restricted. Despite this the 
electricity supply, while still far short of demand, has greatly im- 
proved during the current year due to the thorough overhaul of 
the Belliss and Morcom engines by an expert from the manufacturers. 
Two-hundred and thirty-six additional consumers have been con- 
nected and the loading of the station increased by approximately 
44 per cent. 

A new system of charges for electricity has also been instituted 
and the long disputed meter rental terminated. 

Electricity is supplied to Kingstown and its immediate environs 
and residential districts at 400 volts 3 phase 50 cycles for industrial 
purposes, and 230 volts single phase for domestic and lighting 
purposes. 


The load analysis of current sold is as follows : 


Domestic supply 35-2 per cent (1,200 consumers) ; industrial 
supply including Government Ice and Cold Storage Plant 
53-6 per cent (17 consumers) ; commercial supply 3-8 per 
cent (43 consumers) ; public street lighting 7-4 per cent. 


The total number of consumers connected at 31st December, 
1949, was 1,236, serving a population of some 6,000. 


Rates are divided into three categories : 


(4) Light and power for domestic purposes, based on a sliding 
scale of 20 cents per unit up to 30 units; 16 cents per unit 
over 30 and up to and including 70; and 8 cents per unit 
for all over 70 units. In addition, a floor area charge of 
30 cents for every 500 sq. ft. 


(2) Commercial light and power, 16 cents for the first 100 hours 
use of assessed connected load, 12 cents for the next 100 
hours, and 8 cents for all additional units. 


(3) Industrial power for 1 h.p. and over, 10 cents per unit 
for the first 100 hours use of assessed connected load, and 
8 cents per unit for all additional units. In addition, $41.20 
per month is charged on every horse-power connected. 


COMMUNICATIONS 4i 


TELEPHONE SERVICE 


The telephone service which includes radio telephone com- 
munication with the St. Vincent Grenadines, consists of a two- 
position switchboard in the capital, to which has been added pro- 
vision for an additional fifteen subscribers. It connects all the 
chief towns through district exchanges which are provided with ° 
magneto boards. . 

The service provides ample call office facilities from the various 
post offices throughout the island on the payment of a small fee. 
There are 352 subscribers, and a total of 370 telephones connected 
to the system which covers the entire Colony. 

It is proposed that a survey of telephone requirements, including 
inter-island links, should be carried out on a regional Windward 
Islands basis jointly by Cable and Wireless and the Government. 
The purpose of the survey would be to ascertain the extent and 
cost of the improvement and developments required to provide 
a modern and efficient system of telecommunication. There is 
also under consideration the setting up of a corporation by the 
Government and Cable and Wireless to take over and operate the 
Colony’s telephone system and to carry out the desired reconstruction. 
This should lead to considerable improvement in the quality of the 
service. , , 

COLD STORAGE 


The cold storage plant consists of two electric motor driven 
compressors of 4—-ton capacity each. One produces four tons of ice 
every 24 hours, and the other is used to keep five cold rooms at 
the desired temperature. 

The ice was distributed by contractors until the end of June, 
when the Government took over distribution. As a result the price 
has been reduced from 80 cents to 75 cents for 100 lb. It is estimated 
that revenue from sales will increase by approximately 30 per cent. 


BROADCASTING 


A survey carried out to determine the public demand for and 
the benefits to be derived from broadcasting and rediffusion services, 
disclosed that the educational and social benefits did not at present 
justify the high cost which would be involved. 


Chapter 11 : Communications 


SHIPPING 


There has not yet been a full-scale resumption of the regular steam- 
ship passenger and cargo services to and from the Colony. Occasional 
cargo calls, however, continued to be made by vessels of the Canadian 
National and Alcoa Steamship Lines. These offer limited passenger 
accommodation, which was supplemented up to the latter part 
of the year by the periodic opportunities offered both north-bound 
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and south-bound by visits from ships of French lines. In addition 
north-bound and south-bound calls were made throughout the 
year by smaller motor vessels operating between Barbados, the 
Windward Islands and the Netherlands West Indies. 


AIR 


The Diamond Airfield has been maintained and has been used 
throughout the year by British Guiana Airways Limited aircraft 
flying a passenger and mail service from British Guiana through 
Trinidad to St. Vincent and back each fortnight. 


ROADS 


The main road through the Richmond Hill suburban section 
has been metalled, oiled and drained. 

Another mile of the Vigie highway has been completely recon- 
structed with a 16-foot wide tarmac. 

A portion of Section 2 on the Leeward highway at Camden 
Park has been widened, the asphalt pavement rebuilt, and the 
seaward edge of the road super-elevated. A large revetment has 
been built at Section 9 on the same highway. 

Portions of Sections 1 and 2 of the Windward highway at Arnos 
Vale and Villa have also been widened, effecting considerable im- 
provement. 

Surfacing and drainage improvements have been carried out 
on the Richland Park and Hopewell roads in Mesopotamia. 

A bridge of greenheart timber beams and deck with stone abut- 
ments has been built across the Cramacoo ravine, and it is now 
possible to travel by “ jeep’ to Fancy on the formerly inaccessible 
north coast throughout the rainy season. 

Retaining walls have been built at Dorsetshire Hill in the Kings- 
town area and at Troumaca in the Leeward district. 

The damage to roads caused by rainstorms during 1949 has 
been relatively small. Damage from landslides which occurred during 
the previous heavy rainy season of 1948 was repaired in 1949. 


POSTS 


There are 11 post money order offices in St. Vincent, but no post 
telegraph office. A branch of Cable and Wireless (West Indies) 
Limited operates in the Colony. 

During 1949 a total of 725,028 postal articles were dealt with, 
compared with 757,470 for the previous year. 


RADIO TELEPHONE 


The 10-watt Marconi transmitter with receiver installed at 
Union Island and a 20-watt similar type at Bequia established 
daily communication on two schedules with Cable and Wireless 
(West Indies) Limited, the only telegraph service in the Colony. 
Arrangements for calls from or to these dependencies must be made 
before 9.15 a.m. on the day when it is desired to transmit a call. 


PART III 
Chapter 1: Geography and Climate 


THE island of St. Vincent is situated in the Caribbean Sea at longitude 
about 61° 14’ west and latitude about 13° 9’ north. Its total area, 
including its Grenadines dependencies, is about 150 square miles. 

The main island is about 133 square miles in area, with a maxi- 
mum length of 18 miles and width of 11 miles. It is roughly elliptical 
in shape, with its long axis approximately north-south. A backbone 
of thickly wooded mountains extending along the main axis divides 
the island into Windward and Leeward districts. The topography 
is very broken, and numerous spurs run down in irregular ridges 
from the axial range to the sea. 


The populations of the main districts are as follows : 


Kingstown and suburbs. : . 14,766 
Calliaqua ? : : ; : : : 9065 
Georgetown. . : . 5,550 
Marriaqua ; : : , ; : , 5,214 
Colonarie : : ; . : ; : 4,829 
Chateaubelair . : : ; : ; : 4,634 
Layou . : ' : -_ ‘ ‘ : 4,152 
Barrouallie ; . : 3,265 


(These figures are taken from the 1946 census). 


The climate is healthy. There are two seasons : the dry season 
usually extending from January to April, and the wet season from 
May to December. During the period December to April the weather 
is cooler and more pleasant. 

The annual range of temperature usually varies from 67°F. to 
89°F., with a maximum seldom over 92°F. in the shade. 

The rainfall at the Botanic Station, where records have been 
kept for the longest period, was 83-23 inches in 1949. This was 
less than the 55 years’ average of 101-32 inches for the period 1894- 
1948, and a contrast to 1948 when 100-09 inches were recorded. 
Distribution was usual, the normal dry season beginning in January 
and ending in April and the wet season lasting from May to December. 
The highest monthly precipitation, 15-90 inches, was recorded in 
October. 

The highest reading of the barometer was 30-095 inches recorded 
on 8th February, and the lowest was 29-722 inches on 31st August. 
Alarms of approaching storms were frequent during 1949, but no 
serious effects were experienced as in all cases the storms shifted 
their course. 
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At the Kingstown station the mean monthly temperature for 
1949 was 79-17°F., the highest was 80-83°F. for May and the lowest 
76-36°F. in January. The weather in 1949 was comparatively cool 
judging from the 1948 figures when the mean was 79-75°F. and the 
monthly extremes 81-05°F. and 77°40°F. 

No earthquake shocks were recorded at the Agricultural Depart- 
ment’s head office during 1949. 


Chapter 2: History 


St. Vincent was originally inhabited by Caribs who were living free 
from care in their beautiful island of Hairoun—‘‘ Home of the 
Blessed ’’—when Christopher Columbus discovered the island on 
22nd January, 1498, and named it after the Saint whose martyrdom 
is celebrated on that day. He sailed away, leaving the Caribs in 
undisputed possession—a state which they enjoyed until 1627 when 
St. Vincent was included in a patent given by King Charles I to the 
Farl of Carlisle. In 1660 England and France agreed that the island 
should be neutral, but in 1672 King Charles II granted it to Lord 
Willoughby. 

Soon after Lord Willoughby received the island the first people 
of African origin came to St. Vincent. These were a number of 
slaves who had been shipwrecked in the Grenadines and eventually 
reached St. Vincent. They soon intermarried with the Caribs, and 
before long a new type of inhabitant was found in the “ Black 
Carib ’’. The Yellow and Black Caribs could not live happily together, 
and the Yellow men invited the French from Martinique to assist 
them in getting rid of their Black brothers. But the French found 
these people of virile stock hard to conquer, and returned to Martin- 
ique within a short time. A few decades later the relations between 
the French and the Black Caribs improved, and French settlements 
were made along the Leeward Coast in places which still bear French 
names—Chateaubelair, Petit Bordel, L’Anse Mahaut, etc. It was 
the French who first settled where the capital, Kingstown, now 
stands, along the spacious bay on the south-west, which has often 
reminded visitors of the words of Horace: ‘ Nullus in orbe sinus 
Baiis praelucet amoenis.”’ The influence of the French may still 
be seen in an old-fashioned paved street in the middle of Kingstown. 

When the War of the Austrian Succession was brought to an 
. end by the Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle, St. Vincent was declared 
neutral, but was captured by the British only fourteen years later 
in 1762, in the struggle which made England mistress of Canada and 
India. 

Soon after the conclusion of peace in 1763, European settlers 
began to arrive in St. Vincent. Land that had been held by the 
Caribs was taken or bought for little and given to the newcomers. 
Such treatment infuriated the Caribs, who broke into open violence 
in 1772, and continued to fight for their rights for several months, 
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until subdued by troops brought from abroad ; they were obliged 
to come to terms, accepting as their portion of the island the fertile 
north-eastern section. A silver medal struck in commemoration 
of the signing of the peace treaty may be seen in the Museum of the 
Public Library in Kingstown. It bears the inscription: ‘ For 
Peace and Prosperity to St. Vincent.”’ 

During the American War of Independence, when France declared 
war on Britain in 1778, St. Vincent fell into the hands of the French, 
largely on account of the lethargy and indifference of the Governor, 
who had decided to use the troops at his disposal as labourers 
on the estate he had acquired from the famous Carib Chief, 
Chatoyer. With the signing of the Treaty of Versailles in 1783, Saint 
Vincent was restored to the English, never again to pass into foreign 
-hands. 

Before the end of the eighteenth century England and France 
were again at war, and the French from Martinique stirred up the 
Caribs to rebel. Led by Chatoyer, the insurgents offered the English 
much greater resistance than they had ever offered in the first 
Carib War, and a dreadful war would have ensued had not Chatoyer, 
their brilliant leader, met his death on Dorsetshire Hill, a ridge 
overlooking the capital, in single combat with Major Alexander 
Leith, whose remains lie beneath the aisle of St. George’s Cathedral, 
Kingstown. In spite of the death of their chief, the Caribs held 
out until Sir Ralph Abercrombie arrived to end the war, which 
was waged from March, 1795, until June of the following year. 
The majority of Caribs, on surrendering were deported to the island 
of Ruatan in the Bay of Honduras. Those who were left never 
again attempted to resist the English. Only a few Caribs of pure 
origin are to be found in the north of the island, and they may 
now be well described as a “ vanishing race ’’’. The most interesting 
remains of that primitive people are the stone axes, knives, etc., 
now kept in the Museum of the Kingstown Library, and some large 
stones, probably altars, with peculiar engravings, which are to 
be found in different parts of the island. 

After peace was restored to the island, the English planters made 
considerable progress. Sugar, the chief product, brought a good 
price, and to make it easy for planters to convey their sugar to Kings- 
town by land instead of by sea, the Government undertook to main- 
tain a satisfactory road between the Carib Country, the great sugar 
area, and Kingstown, and constructed at Byera Hill, near Georgetown, 
a tunnel 250 ft. long. 

In the eighteen-thirties a great change took place in the economic 
and social structure of the island. Through the efforts of Wilber- 
force, Clarkson, Buxton and others, slavery was abolished in 1834, 
and although England gave considerable compensation to the 
misters of slaves, they were still poorer than before their slaves 
were liberated, and found it extremely difficult to maintain the pro- 
duction of sugar as before. The former slaves were unwilling to work 
for low wages, and tried as far as they could to be independent 
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and to acquire lands of their own. They made marked improvement, 
with the result that in 1851 the Lieutenant-Governor, Sir John 
Campbell, could write about them : “‘ As a general rule they possess, 
beyond all reasonable question, most of the essential elements of 
progress, and in a pre-eminent degree, natural intelligence and 
quickness of perception sharpened by a praiseworthy desire to better 
their condition.”’ | 

Fourteen years after the abolition of slavery, Portuguese were 
imported in fairly large numbers from Madeira to work on the estates, 
where the Blacks had refused to work, and a little more than a decade 
later East Indians arrived for the same purpose. Both the Portuguese 
and the East Indians made progress, and are well respected through- 
out the island. 

In the second half of the last century the price of sugar fell and 
a serious depression set in, which lasted until the end of the century. 
Before prosperity returned, the island suffered a great calamity in 
the hurricane of 1898, which destroyed about 300 lives and damaged 
many buildings. This was followed four years later by a disastrous 
volcanic eruption, which devastated the northern part of the island. 
These disasters shook the morale of the people, who for some time 
after seemed inclined to adopt an oriental fatalistic philosophy. 

At the beginning of the present century steps were taken to 
ameliorate the condition of the people by the introduction of a 
peasant land settlement scheme, and to assist the scheme an agri- 
cultural school was established, which functioned for twelve years. 
In 1903 Sir Daniel Morris, Commissioner for Agriculture for the 
West Indies, introduced the growing of Sea Island cotton. But 
the most profitable product of the Colony is arrowroot, the monopoly 
of which St. Vincent still holds. 

Prior to the abolition of slavery the Churches were solely respon- 
sible for education. In 1834 Government made its first grant of 
£80 towards education, and by 1849 there were 27 aided primary 
schools receiving a Government grant of £800 per annum, and a 
co-educational secondary school was opened with a roll of 19 pupils. 
But unfortunately an outbreak of yellow fever in 1853 and of cholera 
in 1854 crippled the finances and decimated the population of the 
island ; and the secondary school and most of the primary schools 
had to be closed in 1855. Education struggled on with a “‘ chequered 
career’ until 1908, when both primary and secondary education 
were established on a sound basis and a resident inspector of schools 
was appointed. In 1922 Government decided to award biennually 
a scholarship tenable for five years at any university in the British 
Empire. 

St. Vincent is at present making progress, and presents an 
entirely different appearance from that of fifty years ago; and 
it is to be hoped that still greater progress will be made through 
the assistance given under the Colonial Development and Welfare 
Act, which has already brought improvements, inter alia, in sani- 
tation, town-planning, roads and schools. 
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The first Village Councils’ Ordinance was passed in 1948, making 
provision for the establishment of Village Councils and administration 
of villages by these Councils. 

The Small Towns Regulation (Amendment) Ordinances, also 
passed in 1948, provide for the establishment of partly elected and 
partly nominated Boards with an elected majority. 

On 9th December, 1948, a Mace was installed and used for the 
first time by the Legislative Council. 


Chapter 3 : Administration 


CONSTITUTION 


The Government of St. Vincent originally consisted of a Governor, 
Council and Assembly. In 1856 an Executive Council was created. 
In 1867 the Constitution was found no longer suited to the altered 
circumstances of the Colony, and the House of Assembly and the 
Legislative Council were abrogated and a single Legislative Assembly 
was created, composed of 12 members—3 ex officio, 3 nominated 
by the Crown and 6 elected by the people. 

This Constitution in turn was abrogated by an Act of the local 
Legislature, by which the future modelling of the Constitution 
was left to the Crown. Until December, 1924, the Legislative Council 
consisted of official and unofficial members nominated and appointed 
by the Crown. 

By an Order in Council dated March, 1924, as amended by 
Order in Council dated February, 1931, a partly elected Legislative 
Council was constituted, consisting of the Governor, 3 ex officto 
members, 1 nominated official member, 4 nominated unofficial 
member and 3 elected members. The island was divided into three 
electoral districts, each returning one elected member. It was 
provided that an election should take place every three years, and 
elections under this Constitution took place in 1925, 1928 and 
1931. 

The Council elected in 1931 was retained in office by Imperial 
Orders in Council for three further periods of one year beyond the 
normal term, and was finally dissolved on 17th December, 1936. 

A new Legislative Council for the Colony of St. Vincent was 
constituted by Order of His Majesty in Privy Council, dated 27th 
October, 1936. The unofficial representation was increased from 3 
elected and 1 nominated to 5 elected and 3 nominated members, 
while the official membership was reduced to two in number. The 
Colony was divided into five electoral districts, the Grenadines 
for the first time being constituted a district. The opening session 
of the new Legislative Council, at which His Excellency the then 
Governor, Sir Selwyn Grier, presided, was held on 6th April, 1937. 

There is an Executive Council consisting of the Administrator, 
the Crown Attorney and the Treasurer as ex officio members, and 
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of such other persons as may be appointed under the Royal Sign 
Manual and Signet, or as the Governor in pursuance of instructions 
from His Majesty may from time to time appoint by instrument 
under the Public Seal. Every member who is not an ex officto member 
vacates his seat at the end of six years. Every member is eligible 
for re-appointment. 

The municipal affairs of the town of Kingstown are under the 
control of the Kingstown Board, which consists of eight elected 
members. The Board is elected every two years. 


ADMINISTRATIVE ORGANISATION 


At the end of 1949 the Government had in its employ 1,050 
persons, apart from daily paid labourers and casual workers. On 
the basis of the estimated population of the Colony at 31st December, 
1949, this gives a ratio of one Government employee to every 63 
persons of the population. Around this organisation moves the 
public hfe of the Colony—admuinstration, health, law and order, 
education, agriculture, public works, business, industry, social 
welfare, and the other activities which go to make up an ordered 
society. 

A Staff List showing the principal officers in the Public Service 
of the Colony at 31st December, 1949, is annexed as Appendix VII. 





Local Government 


Town Boards exist in Kingstown, the capital, and in the following 
small towns : Georgetown, Calliaqua, Layou, Barrouallie, Chateau- 
belair and at Port Elizabeth on the island of Bequia. 


Kingstown Board. The Kingstown Board is a body corporate 
consisting of eight persons, all of whom are elected members. The 
term of office is limited to two years, but members are eligible for 
re-election. 


‘Small Towns. An Ordinance to amend the Small Towns Regulation 
Ordinance, Chapter 211, was passed during the latter part of 1948. 
This provides for the establishment of a body corporate for the 
government and administration of the affairs of each of the six small 
towns of the Colony. 

These bodies are known as Town Boards and each consists of 
six persons, four of whom are elected and two nominated by the 
Governor. The Boards choose their own chairman. Each member 
is elected for a period of two years. Elections under this ordinance 
took place for the first time in December, 1948. 


Village Councils. An Ordinance to make provision for the establish- 
ment of Village Councils and the administration of villages by these 
Councils was passed during the latter part of 1948, and two Village 
Councils—village, in this connection, means a group of villages—were 
formed to become operative as from ist January, 1949. 
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Each Village Council consists of seven persons of whom not more 
than three shall be nominated members, the rest being elected for 
a period of two years. The members select one of their number to 
be chairman. 


PUBLIC RELATIONS 


The need for this service is growing, and proposals have been 
submitted, in connection with the reorganisation of the Social 
Welfare Department, for the appointment of a Public Relations 
Officer in the Colony. 

A variety of material is received, mainly from the Central Office 
of Information and from the British Council, for distribution. This 
material consists of photographs, stereos, posters, books, illustrated 
magazines and articles, etc., and is distributed from the Office of 
the Social Welfare Department to other departments, clubs and 
institutions. This function was formerly performed by the In- 
formation Officer. 

The Government-sponsored St. Vincent Welfare News, a bi- 
monthly newspaper published by the Social Welfare Department, 
exists for the purpose of informing the public as to social welfare 
development, and it can be used by the other departments as well. 
Matter for publication is received regularly from Government 
office and the Agricultural Department. 


Chapter 4: Weights and Measures 


Imperial weights and measures are in use in the Colony. 


Chapter 5 : Newspapers and Periodicals 


One newspaper is published weekly: The Vincentian. The Saint 
Vincent Government Gazette is also issued weekly, while the Saint 
Vincent Welfare News, sponsored by the Social Welfare Department, 
is issued bi-monthly. 


Chapter 6: Reading List 


The following is a list of the main reports and memoranda on the 
Colony. A separate list of Government publications available for 
sale to the public is annexed as Appendix VIII. 


Admiralty Charts. No. 791, 1908; No. 501, 1932. 


Anderson, R. M. (editor), The St. Vincent Handbook. 5th edition. 
Kingston, ‘‘ Vincentian ”’ Office, 1938. 
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Anderson, R. M. (editor). Notes and Reflections on St. Vincent, 
with chronology from 1498-1930. Kingston, 1930. 

Authentic papers relative to the expedition against the Chartbbs and the 
sale of lands 1n the tsland of St. Vincent. London, Almon, 1773. 

Brisbane, Sir Charles. Communications from Sir Charles Brisbane, 
Governor of St. Vincent, to the House of Assembly of that colony 

. enclosing certain bills for meltorating the condition of, and 
for emancipating the slave population of the colony. 1826. 
Communications from Sir Charles Brisbane, K.C.B., Governor of 
St. Vincent to the House of Assembly of that colony enclosing 
Lord Bathurst's despatch of the 9th July, with the joint reply 
of the Council and Assembly ; and a letter depicting alarm and 
danger excited by the insurrection in Demerara. 1823. 

Earle, K. W. Geology of St. Vincent and the neighbouring Grenadines. 
Kingston, 1924. 

Musgrave, T. B. C. Hutstorical sketch of the colony of St. Vincent. 
Kingston, 1891. 

Shephard, Charles. An Htstorical Sketch of the island of St. Vincent. 
London, Nicol, 1831. 

Uring, Natha. A relation of the late intended settlement of the islands 
of St. Lucia and St. Vincent in America ; in right of the Duke 
of Montagu and under His Grace's direction and orders in the 
year 1722. London, J. Peele, 1725. 

Young, Sir W. Account of the black Charatbs in the tsland of St. 
Vincent, with the Charatb treaty of 1779 (stc 1773) and other original 
documents compiled from the papers of the late Sir W. Y. 1795. 


AGRICULTURE 

Agricultural Credit 

Memorandum, by the Superintendent of Agriculture (C. K. Robinson, 
M.B.E., D.I.C.T.A., M.S.). 

Report on an Investigation of Credit Factlittes for Small Cultivators 
in the Windward Islands (1945), by E. L. Jack, Chairman of the 
Jamaica Loans Societies Board. 

Agricultural Policy 

Memorandum on an Agricultural Policy for St. Vincent (as presented 
by the Land Settlement and Development: Board and adopted 
by the Legislative Council, 1946). 

Agricultural Staff 

Memorandum, by the Superintendent of Agriculture (C. K. Robinson.) 

Land Settlement 

Land Settlement and Development ordinance, 1945. 

Memorandum (1944), by the Superintendent of Agriculture (C. 
K. Robinson). 

Livestock Policy 

Memorandum (1949), by the Superintendent of Agriculture (M. A. G. 
Hanschell). 
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Marketing of Local Produce 

Memorandum, by the Superintendent of Agriculture (C. K. Robinson). 

Processing 

Memorandum (1944), by the Superintendent of Agriculture (C. K. 
Robinson), on Arrowroot Research. 

Report, by A. R. Williamson, B.Sc., on the Organisation, Technique and 
Equipment of the Arrowroot Industry in Saint Vincent, together 
with recommendations for its future. 

Memorandum (1944), by the Superintendent of Agriculture (C. 
K. Robinson), on Co-operative Factortes. 

Memorandum (1944), by the Superintendent of Agriculture (C. K. 
Robinson), on Government Cotton Ginnertes. 

Report, by Mr. P. W. Briggs, on Cotton Ginneries in the Leeward 
and Windward Islands and Barbados—18th March-17th Septem- 
ber. 

Soil Conservation 

Memorandum (1944), by the Superintendent of Agriculture (C. K. 
Robinson). 


CENSUS 


Preliminary Report on the Census Returns of 1946, by the Saint 
Vincent Census Officer (R. N. Jack, Labour Commissioner). 


Preliminary Report on the Census of Agriculture, by the Saint Vincent 
Census Officer (R. N. Jack, Labour Commissioner). 


CIVIL SERVICE 

Report (1944), of Committee under the chairmanship of K. W. 
Blackburne, C.M.G., O.B.E., Administrative Secretary to the 
Comptroller for Development and Welfare in the West Indies, 
on questions of staffing of Government Depariments and of Salaries 
of Civil Servants in Saint Vincent. 

Report (1948), of Committee on revision of salaries of Government 
employees, and of wages of Government labourers. 


Civil Service List, 1949 (Revised as at 1st July, 1949). 


COMMUNICATIONS 

Preliminary Report (August, 1944), by S. R. H. Beard, M.I.Mech.E., 
Harbour Engineer, Trinidad, on Kingstown Port Improvements. 

Supplementary Report (October, 1944) on Kingstown Port Improve- 
ments. 

Report on Fact-Finding Meeting on Shipping for British Caribbean 
Area, held at Headquarters of the Comptroller for Development 
and Welfare in Barbados in July, 1947. 

Memorandum (January, 1944), by the Superintendent of Public 
Works (G. A. Grant), on a Ten-Year Road Construction Scheme 
for Saint Vincent. 
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DEVELOPMENT 


A Plan of Development for St. Vincent, 1946-56, compiled and edited 
by Bernard Gibbs, Government Secretary, under the direction 
of R. H. Garvey, C.M.G., M.B.E., Administrator of Saint 
Vincent. 


ECONOMICS 
Memorandum on the National Income of St. Vincent, 1942 by Dr. 
Frederick Benham, Ph.D., B.Sc. (Econ.), sometime Economic 
Advisor to the Comptroller for Development and Welfare in 
the West Indies. 
Report (1943) on the Public Finances of St. Vincent, by Dr. Frederick 
Benham, Ph.D., B.Sc. (Econ.). 


EDUCATION 


Memorandum (1943), by S. A. Hammond, C.M.G., M.A., Educational 
Adviser to the Comptroller for Development and Welfare in 
the West Indies, on Education in St. Vincent. 


Memorandum (1946) on Suggestions for a School- Building Programme, 
by the Education Officer (J. W. Forrest, M.A.). 


FISHING INDUSTRY 
Memorandum (1945) on the Fishing Industry in St. Vincent and 
the St. Vincent Grenadines, by Dr. H. H. Brown, M.A., 
Ph.D., Director of Fishery Investigations in the British West 
Indies. 


FORESTRY 


Report (1944) on Forestry 1n St. Vincent, by the Conservator of 
Forests, Trinidad and Tobago, after preliminary visits by J. 
S. Beard, Assistant Conservator. 


GEOLOGY 
A Geological Investigation at the Soufriere Volcano, April, 1946, by 
Dr. A. Senn, Geologist attached to the British Union Oil Co., 
Ltd., Barbados. 


The Geology of St. Vincent and the neighbouring Grenadines, by 
Kenneth W. Earle, M.Sc., F.G.S. 


HEALTH 
Proposals for a Policy for the Medical Dearie St. Vincent, 
particularly in respect of the ten-year period, 1946-56, by the 
Senior Medical Officer (Dr. W. L. Webb, M.B., D.P.H)). 


Report of a Malaria Survey (1944) of St. Vincent, by Dr. L. J. Charles, 
M.B., Malariologist, Leeward—Windward Islands. 
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HOUSING 

Report upon a Survey of Housing and Sanitary Conditions undertaken 
an St. Vincent during 1940-42, by the Senior Medical Officer 
(Dr. W. L. Webb, M.B., D.P.H.). 

Repovt on Town and Country Planning and Housing in St. Vincent 
(1944), by R. Gardiner-Medwin, Town Planning Adviser to the 
Comptroller for Development and Welfare in the West Indies. 

Second Report on Town and Country Planning and Housing 1n St. 
Vincent (1944), by R. Gardiner-Medwin, Town Planning Adviser 
to the Comptroller for Development and Welfare in the Wes 
Indies. : 

PUBLIC UTILITIES 

Memorandum (1946) on Electricity Supply and Proposed Hydro- 
Electric Development in St. Vincent, by George Roddam, Hydrau- 
lic and Electric Engineer and Water Adviser to the Comptroller 
for Development and Welfare in the West Indies. | 

Report on Water Supplies and Water Power in St. Vincent, by George 
Roddam, M.I.E.E., Water Adviser to the Comptroller for 
Development and Welfare in the West Indies. 

Report, by C. J. Keith, General Superintendent of Plant, Trinidad 
Consolidated Telephones, Ltd., on survey of the Saint Vincent 
Telephone System, carried out 16th-30th March, 1945. 

Report (May, 1946), by Preece, Cardew and Rider, Consulting 
Engineers to the Crown Agents for the Colonies, on the Saint 
Vincent Telephone System. 


SOCIAL WELFARE 
Report (1943) on Social Welfare in the Windward Islands, by T. S. 
Simey, sometime Social Welfare Adviser to the Comptroller 
for Development and Welfare in the West Indies. 
Report on a Visit to St. Vincent (1945), by Miss D. Ibberson, Social 
Welfare Adviser to the Comptroller for Development and Welfare 
in the West Indies. 


IMPERIAL GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS 
Obtainable from H.M. Stationery Office at the addresses shown 
on inside back cover, or through any bookseller. Prices in brackets 
include postage. 

Report of the West Indian Conference held 1n Barbados, 241st-30th 
March, 1944. Colonial No. 187, 1944. 6d. (7d.) 

Closer Assoctation of the British West Indian Colonies. Cmd. 7120, 
1947. 9d. (10d.) 

Conference on the Closer Association of the British West Indian Colonies. 
Montego Bay, Jamaica, 11th September to 19th September, 1947, 
Part I: Report. Cmd. 7291, 1948. 9d. (10d.) Part II : Proceedings. 
Colonial No. 218, 1948. 3s. (3s. 3d.) 
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Report of the British Caribbean Standing Closer Assoctation Committee, 
1948-49. Colonial No. 255. 3s. (3s. 3d.) 


Report of the Commission on the Unification of the Public Services in the 
British Cartbbean Area. Colonial No. 254, 2s. (2s. 2d.) 


West Indta Royal Commission Report. Cmd. 6607, 1945. 7s. 6d. (8s.) 


Development and Welfare in the West Indies, 
1940-42. Colonial No. 184, 1943. 1s. 6d. (4s. 8d.) 
1943-44. Colonial No. 189, 1945. Out of print. 
1945-46. Colonial No. 212, 1947. 3s. (3s. 2d.) 


Agriculture in the West Indies. Colonial No. 182, 1942. Out of print. 


West India Royal Commission Report on Agriculture, Fuishertes, 
Forestry and Veterinary Matters, by F. L. Engledow. Cmd. 
6608, 1945. 3s. 6d. (3s. 10d.) 


Colontal Primary Products Second Report. January, 1949. Colonial 
No. 238, 1949. 1s. (4s. 2d.) 


Report on Production of Fish in the Colonial Empire, by Dr. C. F. 
Hickling. Colonial No. 237, 1949. 4d. (5d.) 


Nutrition in the West Indies. Report by B. S. Platt. Colonial 
No. 195, 1946. 9d. (44d.) 


Labour Conditions in the West Indtes. Report by G. St. J. Orde 
Browne. Cmd. 6070, 1939. 3s. 6d. (3s. 9d.) 


Report of a Commission appointed to consider problems of Education 
in Trinidad, Barbados, Leeward Islands and Windward Islands, 
1931-32. Colonial No. 79, 1933. Out of print. 


Report of the West Indies Committee of the Commission on Higher 
Education in the Colonies. Cmd. 6654, 1945. 1s. 3d. (1s. 5d.) 


Report on West Indian Shipping Services. Commonwealth Shipping 
Committee. 1948. 1s. (1s. 2d.) 


Agreement for the Establishment of the Caribbean Commission. Cmad. 
6972, 1946. 2d. (3d.) 
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APPENDIX II 
Statement of Assets and Liabilities, 1948 


LIABILITIES 
DEPOSITs : $ G; $ c 
C.D. and Welfare Schemes Advances 62,708 78 
Controller of Supplies Trading Account 3,051 98 
Cotton Growers’ Association Account 2,902 98 
Graham Bequest Fund . 29,467 52 
Grenada Account , ‘ 7,170 95 
Hayward X-Ray Fund . 163 02 
Home Fund . : 3,183 66 
Kingstown Water Supply Reserve . 960 00 
Musgrave Prize Fund ., 420 46 
Reserve Fund for Kingstown Board Water 
Supply Loan 1930 2,718 64 
*Savings Bank Account . 526,881 83 
Simmons Bequest Fund 714 64 
Sundry Deposits 46,328 01 686,672 47 
Cotton Factory : 
Cotton Working Account ; 26,577 88 
Cotton Factory Depreciation Fund . 40,498 00 67,075 88 
Town Funps : | 
Barrouallie 541 17 | 
Calliaqua 1,244 30 | 
Chateaubelair 1,305 54 
Georgetown . 3,861 58 
Kingstown 11,239 25 : 
Layou . : 629 40 ; , 
Port Elizabeth 259 60 19,080 8&4 
SPECIAL ACCOUNTS : 
Electric Light Plant Depreciation Fund . 15,696 80 
Electricity Generating Unit Loan, 1939 122 16 
Extension Electric Lighting System 1 10 
Motor Launch Depreciation Fund 952 8&4 
Permanent Investment Eruption Fund 120,000 00 
Public Property Insurance Fund . 03,772 28 
Public Purposes Loan, 1937, Windwards 
Highway Expenditure Account . 18 66 
Refrigeration Plant Depreciation Fund 11,488 84 
Reserve Fund for C.D.F. Loan for Housing 
Scheme. 13,510 64 
iy » Land Settlement Loan, 1932 14,191 34 
a” », Lowmans-Biabou Water Sup- 
ply Loan, 1934 . 4,869 68 234,624 34 , 
SURPLUS : 
Colony’s Reserve Fund . : 96,985 22 
General Revenue Balance Account— 
Balance at 1. 1. 48 $ 328,328 86 
Surplus and Deficit Ac- 
count for 1948 24,414 47 
352,743 33 
Appreciation of Invest- 
ments 397,435 25 454,420 47 


4,691 92 


$ 1,461,874 00 
———— 


The Public Debt at 31st December, 1948, was $324,372.02 made up as follows :— Debenture Holders 
for:— Land Settlement Loan, 1932- 35, $19,680.00 ; Lowmans—Biabou Water Supply Loan, 1934, 
$4,800.00; Kingstown Board Water Supply Loan, 1930, $1 440.00 ¢; Public Purposes Loan, 1937, $43,488.00; 
Telephone Reconstruction Loan, 1938, $7,200. 00: Crown A gents for: — Electric Light, Telephone and Road 
Reconstruction $127,850.46 ; Electricity Generating Unit Loan, 1939, $17,454.54; Colonial Development 
Fund :— Loan for St. Vincent Co- -operative Arrowroot Association $39, 207.02 ee Loan for Roads Improve- 
ment $9,276.28 ; Loan for Housing Scheme $13,412.44 ; Loan for Ice and Cold Storage Plant $10,577.78 ; 
Loan for Public Health $24,707 ; Loan for Syrup Industry $3,831.58. Colonial Development and Welfare :— 
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APPENDIX II 
Statement of Assets and Liabilities (contd.) 


ASSETS 
CasH : 
Barclays Bank, Current Account 
Barclays Bank, Deposit Account 
Crown Agents Current Account 
In Treasury Chest 
» sub-Accountants’ Hands 


Less Crown Agents J. C. F. overdrawn 


Loan to Government of St. Lucia for Fire 


Relief 


ADVANCES : 
Authorised Advances 
Dominica, Government of 
Post Office Account 
Saint Lucia, Government of . 


INVESTMENTS : 
Colony’s Reserve Fund . 
GS Surplus Fund . 
Cotton Factory Depreciation Fund . 
Electric Light Plant ie aa Fund . 
Graham Bequest Fund . ‘ 
Home Fund . 


Reserve Fund for Colonial Development 


Fund Loan for Housing Scheme . 


Reserve Fund for Kingstown Board Water 


Supply Loan, 1930 


Reserve Fund for Lowmans- Biabou Water 


Supply Loan, 1934 


Reserve Fund for Land ‘Settlement Loan, 


1932 
Motor Launch Depreciation Fund 
Musgrave Prize Fund 
Public Property Insurance Fund. 
Refrigeration Plant Depreciation Fund 
Simmons Bequest Fund pe 
Savings Bank Fund 


Savings Bank Loan Account . 


$ 
147,757 
3 


503 
1,176 
2,773 


162,264 
129,600 


253,510 
2,334 
35,045 
11,510 


98,586 © 


228,041 
40,498 
16,740 
28,947 

1,750 
13,504 
2,718 


4,869 


456,634 


$ Cc. 
32,664 49 
120,000 00 
302,400 29 
973,254 42 
33,554 80 


$ 1,461,874 00 


Loan for Union Estate, Bequia, $4,921.36 ; Loan for Purchase of Camden Park Estate $9,641.86 ; Loan for 


Land Settlement, Canouan, $9,120.00. Total $224,372.02. 


The accumulated funds for redemption amounted to $142,332.42. 


t General Revenue is responsible only in case of default. 


There is a contingent liability of $16,058.38 in respect of the Savings Bank Account. 
Notg :—At 31st December, 1948, there was a net amount of $34,952.65 received from Imperial Funds in 
excess of assistance qualified for in respect of Colonial Development & Welfare Schemes. 
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APPENDIX III 
Customs Tariff 


Article 


Boots and Shoes (canvas 
with rubber soles) 
Boots and Shoes (where the 
outer part of the 
uppers is made of lea- 
ther or leather and 


elastic) 
Boots and Shoes (other 
kinds) | 
Flour, wheaten 
Fish, dried 


Rice 

Machinery—electrical, mar- 
ine, water and sewer- 
rage and industrial 

Machinery—agricultural 


Sugar, refined 
Sugar, unrefined 
Hardware—all kinds 


Hosiery—cotton and cotton 
and artificial silk 7d. 
and under per pair 
value 

Hosiery—cotton and cotton 
and artificial silk over 
7d. per pair value 

Hosiery—silk © 7 


Bread. biscuits, etc., un- 
sweetened 

Bread, other kinds 

Cement 

Milk, condensed or pre- 
served 

Milk, other kinds 


Preferential 
Tani ff 


10 per cent ad 
valorem 

124 per cent ad 
valorem 


124 per cent ad 
valorem 

5s. per 196 lb. 

1s. 3d. per 100 Ib. 

1s. 3d. per 100 lb. 

10 per cent ad 
valorem 


5 per cent ad 
valorem 
6s. 6d. per 100 lb. 
2s. 1d. per 100 Ib. 
124 per cent ad 
valorem 
124% per cent ad 
valorem 


124 per cent ad 
valorem 


124 per cent ad 
valorem 


1s. 8d. per 100 lb. 


12s. 6d. per 100 Ib. 
4d. per 100 lb. 
4s. 2d. per 100 lb. 


124 per cent ad 
valorem 
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General 
Tariff 


10 per cent ad 

~ valorem 
124 per cent ad 
valorem and_ 3s. 
per pair 


182 per cent ad 
valorem 

7s. 6d. per 196 lb. 

3s. 4d. per 100 lb. 

3s. per 100 Ib. 

15 per cent ad 
valorem 


10 per cent ad 
valorem 
9s. 9d. per 100 Ib. 
6s. 3d. per 100 Ib. 
224 per cent ad 
valorem 
124 per cent ad 
valorem and 6d. 
per pair 


124 per cent ad 
valorem and 7d. 
per pair 

124 per cent ad 
valorem and 9d. 
per pair 

2s. 6d. per 100 lb. 


25s. per 100 lb. 
2s. per 100 lb. 
8s. 4d. per 100 Ib. 


183 per cent ad 
valorem 
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Article 
Cheese 
Oils, edible, lucca, olive and 
similar oils, cotton 


seed, soya bean, etc. 
Kerosene 
Oils, Lubricating 

Paint 

Medicinal 

Motor Spirit, etc. 
Soap, fancy 


Soap, common 

Tobacco, manufactured— 
cigars and cigarettes 

Tobacco, snuffs and other 
manufactured tobacco 

Tobacco, unmanufactured, 
leaf-black 

Tobacco, leaf—other kinds 

Wood, lumber 

Motor cars and trucks 


Motor Cars (Wholly British) 
Motor-car parts 


Motor-car (parts wholly 
British) 


Motor-car tyres and tubes | 


Meats—beef and pork 
Metals 


Manures 

Butter 

Butter substitutes 

Cotton piece-goods (value 
4s. and under per yard) 

Cotton piece-goods (value 
over is. per yard) 


Preferential 
Taniff 

10s. per 100 Ib. 
1s. per gallon 


3d. per gallon 

10d. per gallon 
8d. per gallon 

9d. per gallon 
104d. per gallon 
124 per cent ad 

valorem 

5s. per 100 Ib. 


10s. 5d. per Ib. 
5s. 6d. per lb. 


2s. per lb. 


5s. per lb. 
7s. 6d. per 1,000 ft. 
10 per cent ad 
valorem 
74 per cent ad 
valorem 
10 per cent ad 
- valorem 
74 per cent ad 
valorem 
15 per cent ad 
valorem 
6s. per 100 Ib. 
124 per cent ad 
valorem 
Free 
10s. 5d. per 100 lb. 
4s, 2d. per 100 lb. 
10 per cent ad 
valorem 
124 per cent ad 
valorem 


General 
Tanff 
25s. per 100 lb. 
is. 6d. per gallon 


3d. per gallon 

1s. 3d. per gallon 

1s. per gallon 

1s. 3d. per gallon 

1s. 6d. per gallon 

18% per cent ad 
valorem 

7s. 6d. per 100 Ib. 


15s. 8d. per Ib. 
8s. 3d. per lb. 


2s. per Ib. 


5s. per lb. 

14s. 3d. per 1,000 ft. 

35 per cent ad 
valorem 


35 per cent ad 
valorem 


35 per cent ad 
valorem 

9s. per 100 lb. 

224 per cent ad 
valorem 

Free 

25s. per 100 lb. — 

6s. 3d. per 100 lb. 

15 per cent ad 
valorem 

18? per cent ad 
valorem 


Except in a few instances the ad valorem duty levied is 124 per 
cent preferential tariff and 18} per cent general tariff. 

A surtax of 10 per cent, levied from 1943, is at present still 
collected on the duties imposed on all the items listed except Boots, 
Flour, Fish, Rice, Milk and Tobacco, unmanufactured, leaf-black, 
which are exempt, and all other Tobacco, on which the rate is 20 per 


cent. 


APPENDIX IV 
Income Tax Schedule 


On every dollar or part thereof 


— Tax At 

For the first $500 3 cents $15.00 | $500 | 
On the next $500 4 cents $35.00 — $1,000 
ran Yo) 0,0) 7 cents $70.00 $1,500 
yy op 500 9 cents $115.00 $2,000 
» os og ~~ 000 12 cents $175.00 $2,500 
ys sg ~~ 00 16 cents $255.00 $3,000 
yep” D000 20 cents $355.00 $3,500 
oe 00 25 cents $480.00 $4,000 
op DOO 30 cents $630.00 $4,500 
yo gy 00 35 cents $805.00 $5,000 
opp 2,500 40 cents $1,805.00 $7,500 
ae » 92,500 45 cents $2,930.00 $10,000 
pp 2,00 50 cents $4,180.00 $12,500 
a. aS $2,500 65 cents $5,805.00 $15,000 
ae remainder of 

the charge- 

able income 78 cents 


Companies, 30 cents on every dollar of the chargeable income. 


APPENDIX V 
Stamp Duties 
£ s. d. 
Admission to act asa barrister . : ; . 26 5 0 
Admission to act asa solicitor. ; : . 15 15 0 
Affidavit or declaration in lieu thereof . : : 2 O 
Agreement under hand, when the subject-matter is ‘of the 
the value of £5 and not exceeding {25 . 5 1 0 
For each additional £25 or part thereof. 1 0 
Agreement for the purchase of or otherwise dealing with 
real estate when such purchase or dealing is to be 
carried out by subsequent deed. : : 2 0 
Agreements not otherwise charged for . : . 6 
Appraisement of goods, chattels, etc., over the value of 
£10 2 0 
Assignment of property where the value does not exceed 
£50. : : : 2 0 
For every additional a or part thereof , ; 2 0 
Bank cheques . . ‘ | 2 
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APPENDIX V: STAMP DUTIES 


Bills of exchange and promissory notes up to three days 
sight . . , : ; : = 
Bills of entry for goods imported through Post Office 
Bills of exchange and promissory notes—other kinds— 
not exceeding {1 
Exceeding {1 and not exceeding £10 
Exceeding £10 and not exceeding {25 
Exceeding £25 and not exceeding £50 
Exceeding £50 and not exceeding £75 
Exceeding £75 and not exceeding {100 . 
For each additional £25 or aves thereof exceeding £100 
Bills of lading ; 
Bills of health . : 
Bills of sale absolute . : 
Bills of sale by way of security 
Bonds for any sum not exceeding £100. 
For each additional {50 or part thereof 
Bottomry Bond 
Bond of Indemnity, sum not specified . 
Conveyance or transfer on sale of real property when the 
amount or value does not exceed {£10 : 
Exceeding £10 and not exceeding £25 
Exceeding £25 and not exceeding {£50 : : 
For each additional £50 or part thereof. ; ; 
Certificates : 
Of admission to practice as notary 
Of landing of goods 
Of naturalisation . 
Of birth, marriage or death 
Customs ships’ manifests 
Customs bills of entry inwards ; ; : 
Customs bills of entry for warehousing | ; ; 
Shipping bill - 
Legacies : 
- Where the legacy amounts to {50 and does not exceed 
100 . 
Fé every additional £50 or part thereof 
Licence for marriage . 
Mortgage of real eee for every £100 0 or fractional 
part , 
Release of mortgage . 
Notarial Act of any kind ‘except Protest of a Bill of 
Exchange or Promissory Note ~ 
Policy of Insurance—Life : 
For every £100 or part of amount insured 
Policy of Insurance—Fire, etc. : 
For every payment by way of indemnity . 
Power of attorney or substitution 


£ 


bo = bo 


S. 


p> 
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bo a) =) Sb = 
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f£ s. d. 
Protest of any bill of exchange . : : 2 0 
Receipt for the payment of {4 and upwards . 2 
Probate of will and letters of administration (including 
issue of certificate) where personal estate 

Does not exceed £50 : : ‘ . 10 O 

Exceeds {50 and does not exceed £100 : . . £1 0 0 

For every additional £100 or fractional part 1 0 

APPENDIX VI 
Imports and Exports 
MAIN IMPORTS 
Quantity Value 
1948 1949. 1948 1949 
$ $ 
Beer, Ale and Stout 

(galls.) 12,499 15,323 28,708 34,514 
Butter (Ib.). 70,1443 121,590 45,420 80,700 
Butter Substitutes (Ib.) 2,624 11,180 1,087 3,995 
Cheese (Ib.). 15,816 13,111 7,330 6,497 
Coffee, raw and pre- 

pared (Ib.) 34,664 23,213 12,100 8,981 
Confectionery (lb.) 36,253 35,649 17,108 16,690 
Fish, salted and smoked 

(1b.) 578,187 422,567 91,492 80,506 
Rice (lb.). . 1,134,397 1,317,609 66,015 75,618 
Flour, wheaten (lb.) . 4,126,866 5,091,982 392,341 419 803 
Lard (Ib.) 42,782 53,838 16,216 20,415 
Meat, salted, etc., Bacon 

and Hams (Ib.) : 25,339 140,463 17,970 54,199 
Milk, condensed (Ib.) . 74,403 57,546 24,275 15,292 
Salt, coarse (lb.) . . 694,944 813,960 3,877 4,051 
Sugar, unrefined (Ib.) . 745,365 50,435 52,876 3,851 
Tea (Ib.) 5,642 10,796 4,960 9,925 
Tobacco, unmanufactur- 

ed (Ib). 21,209 22,334 9,469 11,061 
Cigarettes (Ib.) . ; 10,404 14,425 19,190 26,707 
Leaf, other kinds (Ib.) . 22,260 22,645 21,454 21,693 
Motor spirits (galls.) 164,499 216,240 41,234 52,206 
Painters colours, etc. 

(Ib.) 124,888 101,435 38,816 33,889 
Soap, laundry (Ib. ) 9,417 18,024 2,295. 4,587 
Lumber (ft.) . 503,342 1,042,730 78,528 186,434 
Boots and shoes (doz. 

prs.) ‘ 2,919 3,370 87,469 84,474 
Cement (tons) 1,578 2,073 54,372 71,381 
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Quantity 
1948 1949 

Cotton piece-goods (sq. 

yds.) 781,192 720,040 
Artificial silk piece-goods 

(sq. yds.). . 75,409 104,766 
Glassware . — — 
Hardware . — — 
Metals — — 


TOTAL IMPORTS. 


Arrowroot (Ib.) 
Coconuts (number) 
Copra (Ib.) : 
Cassava starch (Ib.) 


Cotton, Sea Island white 


(1b.) 
Cotton, Stained (Ib.) 
Goats (number) . 
Sheep (number) . 
Pigs (number) 
Horses (number) . 
Groundnuts (Ib.) . 
Mace (Ib.) . 
Nutmegs (Ib.) 
Peas (lb.) 
Plantains (bunches) 
Potatoes (bags) 
Soap (Ib.) 
Sugar (tons) 
Turtle shell (Ib. je. 
Corn (Ib.) 


TOTAL EXPORTS (includ- 


ing re-exports) 
TOTAL RE-EXPORTS 


MAIN EXPORTS 


. 6,360,057 7,580,802 


79,660 24,447 
. 3,317,454 2,984,164 
663,023 680,672 
255,934 323,587 
2,863 15,688 
3,563 3,370 
1,844 1,608 
3,441 3,951 
24 4 
498,001 470,064 
15,653 8,440 
66,290 46,432 
4143 — 
3,820 5,120 
19,413 15,124 
1503 — 
400 250 
490 1,124 
3,000 — 


Value 
1948 1949 
$ 
316,414 280,262 
63,368 66,399 
19 495 17,277 
68,479 63,848 
115,608 139,459 
2,992,524 3,139,520 
786,122 898 304 
3,247 932 
302,124 429 596 
57,761 53,688 
212,434 320,036 
1,197 4,400 
15,328 14,949 
9 209 8,918 
50,357 68,388 
14,480 1,350 
99,675 94,2841 
10,509 6,096 
33,955 22,549 
274 — 
1,406 2,298 
102,756 78,838 
204 — 
56,080 35,050 
853 4,689 
165 — 
1,868,456 2,135,262 
68,847 71,032 
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Administrative Organisation 


Administrator : 


ADMINISTRATION 
($4,800, duty allowance $960, transport allowance 


$480*)—W. F. Coutts, M.B.E., M.A. 


Government Secretary : 
Asststant Government Secretary: 


($2,400 to $2, 880)—Bernard Gibbs. 
($1,920 to $2,400)— 


Principal Clerk : ($1,680 to $2,160)—A. L. Samuel. 
*Temporary increase of 33$% paid. 


A. V. King. 
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AGRICULTURE 


Agricultural Superintendent and Chtef Forest Officer: ($2,880 to 
$3,600 (Qualification Bar at $3,120), transport allowance $608)— 
M.A.G. Hanschell, B.A. (Oxon.), Dip. Agric. (Oxon.)+ 

Agricultural Officer: ($2,400 to $2,880, transport allowance $480)— 
H. S. McConnie, D.I.C.T.A., B.Sc. 

Agricultural Assistants: ($1,680 to $2,160, transport allowance 
$480, house allowance $120)— 

4. Windward District—H. A. L. Francis, D.I.C.T.A. | 
2. Leeward District—R. I. Morris, Dip. Agric. (Hope Jamaica) 
3. {Southern District—E. J. Hamilton, D.I.C.T.A. 

Officer-in-Charge, Camden Park Experiment Station: ($2,640 to 
$3,120, transport allowance $320* and free quarters, all paid 
from C. D. and W. funds)—(Vacant). 

Agricultural Assistant (Livestock): ($1,440 to $2,160, transport 
allowance $480 and free quarters, all paid from C. D. and W. 
funds)—P. H. Prince, Dip. Agric. (Jamaica). 

Senior Office Assistant (Technical): ($1,200 to $1,920)—Miss M. 
Forde. 


AUDIT 
Principal Clerk (Audit Clerk): ($1,680 to $2,160)—(Vacant). 


EDUCATION 


Education Officer: ($2,880 to $3,600 (Qualification Bar at $3,120), 
transport and subsistence allowance $840, all paid from C. D. 
and W. funds)—-E. C. M. Theobalds, B.A. (Lond.), Dip. Ed. 
(Lond.), M.R.S.T. 

Inspector of Schools: ($1,680 to $2,160, transport allowance $384*)— 
J. J. Antrobus, (on contract). 

Headmaster, Grammer School: ($2,640 to $3,120)—W. M. Lopey, 
M.A. (Durham). 

Senior Asststant Master, Grammar School: ($1,920 to $2,400)— 
U. G. Crick, B.A. (Lond.). 

Headmistress, Girls’ High School: ($2,160 to $2,640)—Miss M. 
Ellison, B.A. (Hons.) (Leeds), Dip. Ed. (Leeds). 

Senior Assistant Mistress, Girls’ High School: ($1,440 to $1,920)— 
Miss M. Byron, B.A. (Lond.). 


ELECTRICITY AND TELEPHONE 


Superintendent: ($2,400 to $2,880, transport allowance $384*)— 
N. V. Andalcio. | 

Assistant Superintendent: ($1,680 to $2,160, transport allowance 
$336)—(Vacant). 


* Temporary increase of 334% paid. 

+ Seconded from Government of Sierra Leone in place of Mr. C. K. Robinson 
who has been seconded to staff of Central Secretariat of Caribbean Commission 
as Executive Secretary (Agricultural Economist) for period of two years in 
first instance from 27th November, 1947. 

t Paid from C.D. and W. funds. 
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JUDICIAL 


Puisne Judge, Windward and Leeward Islands (St. Vincent Ctrcutt) : 
($5,280)—A. R. Cools-Lartigue, K.C. 

Registrar, Supreme Court and Additional Magistrate: ($1,920 to 
$2,880)—D. H. A. McNamara (on probation). 

Magistrate: ($2,400 to $2,880, transport allowance $384*)—(Vacant). 

Magistrate (3rd District): See St. Vincent Grenadines District. 


LABOUR 


Labour Commissioner: ($2,400 to $2,880, transport allowance 
$384*)—R. N. Jack. 


LEGAL 
Crown Attorney: ($3,600)—P. C. Lewis. 


MEDICAL 


Sentor Medical Officer: ($3,840, non-pensionable specialist allowance 
$1,200, transport allowance $288*)—Dr. E. D. B. Charles, 
M.D., C.M. (McGill), L.M.C.C., M.P.H. (Mich.). 

Medical Superintendeut, Belair Health Institute: ($3,360, non- 
pensionable specialists allowance $720, transport allowance 
$480)—(Vacant). 

District Medical Officers: ($2,400 to $2,880, transport allowance 
ranging from $192 to $408*)—Dr. W. C. G. Murray, M.B., 
Ch.B. (Edin.), D.O.M.S. (Lond.)} ; Dr. K. J. E. McMillan, M.B., 
Ch.B. (Edin.); Dr. F. C. Alexis, L.R.C.P., L.R.C.S. (Edin.), 
L.F.P.P.S. (Glasgow) ; Dr. H. A. Munro, L.R.C.P., L.R.C.S. 
(Edin.), L.R.F.P.S. (Glasgow) ; Dr. M. Zwierz, M.D. (Univ. 
Beyrouth) ; Dr. W. S. Kulesza, M.B., Ch.B. (Polish School of 
Medicine), D.T.M. & H. (Lond.) ; (One vacancy). 

Resident Surgeon, Colonial Hospital: ($3,168, non-pensionable 
specialist allowance $1,200, house allowance $288—Dr. S. 
Gun-Munro, M.R.C.S. (Eng.), L.R.C.P. (Lond.), M.B., B.S. 
(Lond.). 

Physician, Colomtal Hospital: ($3,168, non-pensionable specialist 
allowance $1,200, house allowance $288)—Dr. L. M. Comissiong, 
M.R.C.P. (Edin.), M.B., Ch.B. (Edin.), D.T.M. & H. (Liverpool). 

Nurse Matron, Colonial Hospital: ($864 to $960, house allowance 
$180, uniform allowance $48)—Miss S. Beach. 

Steward and Chief Dispenser: ($1,200 to $1,680)—C. E. Daisey. 

Samtary Superintendent: ($1,680 to $2,160, transport allowance 
$384*)—T. Brereton. 

POLICE 

Superintendent : ($2,400 to $2,880, uniform allowance $58, transport 
allowance $288*)—(Vacant). 

Assistant Superintendent: ($1,680 to $2,160, uniform allowance 
$58, transport allowance $288)—Captain A. L. Gentle. 


* Temporary increase of 334% paid. 
+ Receives specialist allowance of $1,200 as Government Ophthalmologist. 
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POST OFFICE 
Colomtal Postmaster: ($1,920 to $2,400)—G. E. E. Williams. 


PRISONS 


Superintendent: ($1,680 to $2,160, uniform allowance $58 and free 
quarters)—C. J. T. Anderson. 


PUBLIC WORKS, ROADS AND SURVEYS 


Superintendent: ($2,880 to $3,600 (Qualification bar at $3,120), 
transport allowance $480*)—G. A. Grant. 
Assistant Superintendent of Works: ($1,920 to $2,400, transport 
allowance $480*)—C. E. Belizaire. ' 
Assistant Superintendent of Roads: ($1,920 to $2,400, transport 
allowance $480*)—-M. B. Browne. 

Crown Surveyor: ($1,920 to $2,400, transport allowance $480*)— 
G. L. E. Barker. 

Assistant Surveyor: ($1,536 to $1,920, transport allowance $480*)— 
(Vacant). 

Principal Clerk : ($1,680 to $2,160)—J. H. D. Cox. 


ST. VINCENT GRENADINES 


District Officer and Magistrate, District 3: ($1,680 to $2,160, transport 
and subsistence allowance $384 and free quarters)—F. A. 
Phillips. 


SOCIAL WELFARE, POOR RELIEF AND DISTRICT 
ADMINISTRATION 


District Welfare Officer: ($1,680 to $2,160, transport allowance 
$480*)—V. C. Josse. 

Poor Relief Officer: ($1,032 to $1,440, transport and subsistence 
allowance $320)—F. John. 


SUPPLIES CONTROL 


Controller: ($2,160 to $2,640, transport allowance $240*)—A. V. 
Sprott. 


TREASURY, CUSTOMS, PORT AND EXCISE 


Colonial Treasurer and Collector of Customs: ($3,600, transport 
allowance $264*)—V. D. Archer. 

Assistant Treasurer : ($2,160 to $2,640, transport allowance $264*)— 
(Vacant). — 

Sentor Customs and Port Officer: ($1,920 to $2,400, transport allow- 
ance $264*)—V. P. Theobalds. 

Income Tax Officer: ($1,920 to $2,400, transport allowance $240*)— 
I. D. B. Charles. 

Principal Clerks: ($1,680 to $2,160)— 
(Treasury)—McD. Smith. 

A. D. Duncan. 

(Customs)—A. L. Williams. 


* Temporary increase of 334% paid. 
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APPENDIX VIII 
Government Publications 


Title of Publication Published Price 
and Subscription 
Rate 
Plan of Development, 1946-56. ; $7.20 


Admimstrator’'s Address commemorating Golden 
Jubilee, Kingstown Board 1947 (incorporat- 
ing summary history of St. Vincent, its 
capital Kingstown and the Kingstown 


Board) . : ‘ ; : : : 18 cents 
Blue Book for 1939 ; $2.52 
Adminstration Reports, 1947 . ‘ , _ — 
Ordinances, 1948 . ; : ; ; ; 60 cents 

(Bound copy) 
Regulations, Orders 1n Council, etc., 1948 : 30 cents 


(Bound copy) 
Report on Vital Statistics for 1948 © — 


Sheet Almanac, 1949 12 cents 
Minutes of Legislative Council (2 vols.), 1948 — 
Government Gazette ; : : . $3.00 per annum 


42 cents per copy 


These publications may be purchased from the Crown Agents for 
the Colonies, 4 Millbank, London, S.W.1. 


Printed in Great Britain under the authority of His Majesty’s Stationery Office 
by Bennett Brothers Lid., Bristol 


COLONIAL GEOLOGY & 
MINERAL RESOURCES 
AND 
COLONIAL PLANT AND 
ANIMAL PRODUCTS 


The Imperial Institute was founded in 1893 in order to 
promote the development and the industrial use of the raw 
materials of the British Empire. The work has become more 
and more concerned with the Colonies and in 1948 it was 
decided to transfer responsibility to the Colonial Office and 
to meet the costs from monies provided under the Colonial 
Development and Welfare Acts. As a result, the Bulletin 
of the Imperial Institute, known throughout the world as an 
authoritative scientific quarterly, is now superseded by these 
two quarterly journals. 


Each 5s. By post 5s. 4d. 


Annual subscription 20s. post free. 


Obtainable from 
H.M. STATIONERY OFFICE 


at the addresses on cover page 3 or 
through any bookseller 





(Wt. 3057) 





COLONIAL REPORTS 


ANNUAL REPORTS 


BASUTOLAND GOLD COAST NTHN. RHODESIA 
BECHUANALAND HONG KONG NYASALAND 
PROTECTORATE JAMAICA SARAWAK 
BRITISH GUIANA KENYA SIERRA LEONE 
BR. HONDURAS MAURITIUS SINGAPORE 
BRUNEI FED. OF MALAYA SWAZILAND 
CYPRUS NIGERIA TRINIDAD 
FIJI NORTH BORNEO UGANDA 


BIENNIAL REPORTS 


ADEN *GIBRALTAR *ST. VINCENT 
*BAHAMAS *GILBERT AND SEYCHELLES 
*BARBADOS ELLICE IS. SOLOMON IS. 

BERMUDA *GRENADA *SOMALILAND 

CAYMAN IS. LEEWARD IS. *TONGA 

DOMINICA NEW HEBRIDES TURKS AND 
*FALKLAND IS. *sT. HELENA ' CAICOS IS. 
*GAMBIA ST. LUCIA ZANZIBAR 


* These territories will produce a Report for 1949 
and the remainder for 1949-50. 


A standing order for selected Reports or for the com- 
plete series will be accepted by any one of the Sales 
Offices of H.M. Stationery Office at the following 
addresses: + York House, Kingsway, London, W.C.2 ; 
+ 429 Oxford Street, London, W.1; 13a Castle Street, 
Edinburgh, 2; 39 King Street, Manchester, 2; 
2 Edmund Street, Birmingham, 3; 1 St. Andrew’s 
Crescent, Cardiff; Tower Lane, Bristol, 1; 80 
Chichester Street, Belfast: 


A deposit of £4 (four pounds) should accompany 
standing orders for the complete series. 


+ Post Orders for these Sales Offices should be sent 
to P.O. Box 569, London, S.E.1. 


ORDERS MAY ALSO BE PLACED THROUGH ANY BOOKSELLER 
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PART I 
(a) Review of 1950 and 1951 


THE most outstanding event of the year 1951 was the grant of a new 
Constitution to the Colony, introduced, which provided for adult 
suffrage, an unofficial majority in the Legislative Council, and the 
election of three unofficial members to the Executive Council. 

In the economic sphere the Colony’s chief products continued to 
command good prices in markets abroad. Unfortunately, some of 
the projects such as the salted fish and the salt industries which had 
been started did not prove successful. Generally prices continued to 
rise, the unemployment position did not improve and there were 
many requests for increased wages and salaries. During 1950 in- 
creased wages were paid to agricultural and industrial workers, and 
in 1951 a 100 per cent increase on the cost-of-living allowance was 
granted to civil servants. 


FINANCE 


In the realm of finance it became clear that the Colony’s position 
was steadily deteriorating and warning of this was given in the Adminis- 
trator’s Budget Address of 1950. Revenue was only just sufficient to 
meet recurrent expenditure, and consequently there was no opportunity | 
for carrying out essential capital works. The downward trend con- 
tinued, and by the end of 1951 the Colony’s investments had to be 
realised and, in framing the 1952 Budget, a grant in aid of adminis- 
tration had to be sought from Her Majesty’s Treasury. The year 1950 
closed with an actual surplus of $135,644, and 1951 with a surplus of 
$97,176, allowing for the realisation of investments. 


AGRICULTURE, FORESTRY AND FISHERIES 


. The staff position of the Agricultural Department was good during 
1950, all posts being filled with the exception of that of the Officer-in- 
Charge, Camden Park Experiment Station. During 1951 the position 
deteriorated with the loss of the Superintendent of Agriculture, Mr. 
M. A. G. Hanschell, on promotion to Grenada in April. One Agri- 
cultural Assistant left the Colony to take up a new post with the 
Department in Trinidad, and a Field Assistant at the Camden Park 
Experiment Station was granted study leave to proceed to Canada. 
The post of Officer-in-Charge, Camden Park Experiment Station 
_ Temained unfilled. Mr. J. M. Cave arrived in December, 1951, and 
assumed the duties of Superintendent of Agriculture. 

Agricultural development made steady progress during the years 
under review, but was of necessity slower in the latter year on account 
of reduced senior staff. In general favourable prices were received 
for the St. Vincent arrowroot and cotton crops. | 

The fight against soil erosion continued to receive prior importance 
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in the work of the Extension Division. In first attempts to expand the 
use of artificial fertilisers among peasants, many peasant holdings 
which had previously received no artificial fertilisers were manured to 
demonstrate the benefits to be derived from them. The Department 
continued to encourage peasants to keep their livestock in covered 
pens on their holdings so that the farmyard manure produced could 
be returned to their land. 

Work on Land Settlement Estates made marked progress during 
the two years. On the Leeward Land Settlement Estates, record 
crops were harvested in the 1949-50 crop season and net profits from 
the year’s operations amounted to $36,730. 

Owing to increased prices for arrowroot and disappointing yields 
from Sea Island cotton, the acreage planted to arrowroot was increased 
during the period under review. The low yields from cotton were due 
to unfavourable weather conditions throughout both the growing 
seasons of August-May, 1950 and 1951. During 1950, cloudbursts 
in the months of October and November caused damage to agricul- 
tural buildings and loss of crops and livestock in the north and central 
areas of the island. This damage was valued at $70,000. Over 80 
per cent of the damaged areas were not protected against soil erosion. 
The Department of Agriculture has now covered an area of 897 acres 
damaged at that time with protective anti-erosion measures. 


EDUCATION 


On 2nd March, 1950, the combined secondary schools were honoured 
by a visit from Her Royal Highness Princess Alice, Countess of 
Athlone. Pupils of both schools assembled in the Grammar School 
for the ceremony. 

_ In 1950 the then Education Officer, Mr. E. C. M. Theobalds was 
promoted to Barbados and Mr. C. V. D. Hadley, Social Welfare 
Officer acted until May, 1951, when he was confirmed in the post. 

Mr. J. L. Nicol, O.B.E., Educational Adviser to the Comptroller for 
Development and Welfare, paid visits to the Colony in 1950 and in 
1951. Mr. P. Sherlock, Vice-Principal of the University College of 
_ the West Indies paid a visit in 1951, as did Mr. B. M. Easter, Resident 
Tutor for Extra Mural Studies in the University. 


SOCIAL WELFARE 


The Social Welfare Department ceased to exist as from Ist April, 
1950. The activities of this Department have since been performed 
partly by the Education Department and partly by the Public Relations 
and Local Government Officer. 


AIR SERVICE 


The St. Vincent Government Air Service, which has been tn operation 
since March, 1950, with Grumman amphibian aircraft chartered 
from British Guiana Airways, provides a service between St. Vincent 
and Trinidad, Barbados, St. Lucia, Grenada and Dominica. 
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REVIEW OF 1950 Aanp 1951 5. 


CONFERENCES 


Oils and Fats Conferences. Two Oils and Fats Conferences were 
held in August of 1950 and 1951, the main purpose on each occasion 
being to agree on the original price for copra. The regional f.o.b. 
copra prices covered in the first instance by a Copra Agreement made 
in January, 1945, and then by the Oils and Fats Regional Agreement 
of 1947 were £35 per ton 1945-46, £42 10s. Od. per ton 1947-48, 
£45 per ton 1949-50, and £60 per ton from September, 1951 to August, 
1952. A special meeting of the Oils and Fats Conference was con- 
vened in November, 1951, to make recommendations regarding the 
terms of a new Oils and Fats Regional Agreement. This Government 
has declared itself in favour of negotiating a new Agreement based on 
the past policy of maintaining the production of coconuts and the 
processing industries as an integral part of the economy of the British 
Caribbean Colonies subject to a reasonable degree of flexibility. The 
St. Vincent delegates at these Conferences were Mr. E. A. C. Hughes 
and Mr. Cyril Barnard with Mr. A. V. Sprott, Controller of Supplies, 
as adviser. 


Rice Conference. The initial five-year period of the long-term Rice 
Agreement with British Guiana came to an end on 31st December, 
1951, and a meeting of the delegates of the contracting Governments 
was held in Trinidad from 19th to 21st March, 1951, to negotiate the 
prices to apply in respect of rice supplies for the next three-year period 
of the Agreement. Mr. A. V. Sprott, Controller of Supplies, repre- 
sented the Governments of St. Vincent, Dominica and St. Lucia who 
accepted the recommendations of the Conference with the modification 
that the prices negotiated, namely Super $17.40, Ist Quality $16.00, 
2nd Quality $15.60 per bag f.o.b. Demerara, should apply for the year 
1952, prices for the remaining two years to be negotiated annually. 
These prices were not accepted by the Governments of Barbados, 
Trinidad and the Leeward Islands and the matter was submitted to 
arbitration. The decision of the Windwards not to go to arbitration 
proved a wise one in that after due consideration the Arbitration 
Board awarded yet higher prices for the remaining three years of the 
contract, namely, Super $19.65, Ist Quality $18.75 and 2nd Quality 
$17.85 per bag. The new price should increase the retail price of rice 
by about 4 cents per 1 Ib. from Ist January, 1952, but by use of the 
Controller of Supplies Bulk Purchase Equalisation Fund there will be 
a gradual rise in the prices, and the shock of the increase which will be 
felt in our sister Colonies will not be felt by the local consumer. 


A Supply Officers Conference, held at Barbados under the Chair- 
manship of Professor C. G. Beasley, C.M.G., from 16th to 21st April, 
1951, reviewed issues arising from reports of previous Supply Con- 
ferences and made special examination of the difficult problems arising 
from the rapid increase in prices of certain consumer goods particularly 
those types which were in most demand amongst the lower income 
groups. The Trade Liberalisation Plan, the Token Import Scheme 
and the method by which licensing controls are lifted over a consider- 
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able range of goods from soft currency areas were also discussed. 
Mr. A. V. Sprott, Controller of Supplies, represented the Government 
of St. Vincent at this Conference. 

Mr. E. A. C. Hughes, nominated member of the Legislative Council, 
attended as Windward Islands representative the Fourth Session of 
the West Indian Conference which was held in Curacao, N.W.I., from 
27th November to 8th December, 1950. Mr. M. A. G. Hanschell, 
Superintendent of Agriculture, also attended this Conference as an 
Adviser. 

Mr. G. A. McIntosh, Member of the Executive and Legislative 
Councils, attended the Festival of Britain, as official representative of 
this Colony and guest of His Majesty’s Government, from Ist July to 
13th August, 1951. 

Mrs. C. H. Layne represented St. Vincent at the Third Annual 
General Meeting of the Caribbean Interim Tourism Committee which 
was held at Ciudad Trujillo, Dominican Republic, from 17th to 21st 
September, 1951. 

Mr. R. E. Baynes, elected Member of the Legislative Council, and 
the Colonial Treasurer, Mr. V. D. Archer, represented the Colony at 
the Meeting of the Regional Economic Committee held in Barbados 
during the month of December, 1951. 


(b) Colonial Development and Welfare Schemes 


AGRICULTURE, LAND SETTLEMENT, FORESTRY AND 
FISHERIES 
Agriculture 

The post of Officer-in-Charge at the Camden Park Experiment 
Station has been vacant now for 24 years owing to the great difficulty 
in finding a suitably qualified person to fill the post. Otherwise, staff 
provided under Colonial Development and Welfare Schemes remained 
fairly constant during the period. 

Five houses have been erected to provide quarters for district officers 
and two more were nearing completion towards the end of 1951. 
Funds for these houses were provided under Scheme D. 587. 

The Extension Services Division was fully engaged in expanding 
soil conservation measures throughout the island and in the St. Vincent 
Grenadines. During 1950 approximately 900,000 feet of contour 
lines, grass barriers, contour drains, etc. were laid down covering an 
area of approximately 1,400 acres. Up to 30th September, 1951, a 
total of 800 additional acres were similarly contoured. 

A start was made in encouraging the use of artificial fertilisers 
among peasants who are to a large extent still ignorant of the increased 
crop returns which result. Several peasant holdings in the South 
Windward and Leeward districts were manured by the Department 
and used for demonstration purposes during 1951. 

The Department continued to pursue its policy of encouraging the 
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improvement of livestock, and in August, 1950, another Livestock 
Improvement Centre was opened at Rivulet. Two stud bulls, two 
bucks, one ram and two boars are maintained at this Centre and 
throughout 1951 the demand for the services of these animals remained — 
satisfactory. 

Two Livestock Field Days were held during 1950 at the Belmont 
and Three Rivers Livestock Centres, and during 1951 a Field Day 
was again organised at the Belmont Centre. The quality and con- 
dition of the animals demonstrated on these occasions were most 
satisfactory. The animals exhibited by the peasantry in the North 
Leeward District were again the most outstanding. The number of 
animals exhibited at the centres during the past three years is as 


follows : 
1949 1950 1951 
Belmont . . S55 127 140 
Three Rivers . 58 138 — 


It is unfortunate that the Stud Centre at Three Rivers had to be 
closed down towards the end of 1951, as the site was required for 
housing peasants displaced by the new hydroelectric plant which is 
being erected in the vicinity. Additional Livestock Improvement 
Centres are, however, contemplated. 

To follow up the soil conservation work and the role this plays in 
maintaining soil fertility, the Department has been vigorously encour- 
aging mixed farming systems among peasants, and with some success. 
Peasants are planting their contour strips to fodder grass and are 
maintaining small areas of low fertility in these grasses for feeding 
their livestock. These animals are kept in small thatch covered pens. 
on the holding, and the manure is applied to their lands as required. 
The rotation used is still largely based on ruling market prices or on 
success or failure of crops during a previous season. Some peasants 
in the Windward District are, however, practising strip cropping with 
sugar-cane and arrowroot, food crops and groundnuts in systematic 
rotation. 


Land Settlement 


The Leeward Land Settlement Estates sonnniea: to be developed 
during 1950 and 1951. Projects completed include the construction 
of a covered cattle pen and garage for tractors and implements at 
Richmond Vale, extension of the irrigation system at Richmond to 
water a further area of 12 acres, construction of a new estate office, 
overseer quarters and storeroom at Richmond Vale, and extension of 
the arrowroot drying house at Richmond. Maintenance repairs were 
carried out on several estate buildings. A new Austin 5-Ton Tipper 
truck was purchased for the Wallilabou Estate and this has reduced 
transport costs of produce previously transported by contract with 
truck owners. A David Brown Super Cropmaster tractor and 3-way 
Alley trailer was purchased for the Richmond Vale Estates to assist 
with transport operation in the field. Other equipment ordered with 
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the tractor include a special loader with manure and dirt buckets 
and a disc plough. 

At Wallilabou, abandoned cacao fields were severely pruned, 
excessive overhead shade thinned out, and manure applied during the 
1949-50 crop season. As a result large increases in yield of cocoa 
were obtained during 1951. In Richmond Vale an acreage of over 
70 acres had been devoted to Sea Island Cotton during four previous 
crop seasons ; repeated losses on this crop, in spite of good husbandry 
forced the conclusion that the high rainfall of the area is unsuitable for 
cotton production. Consequently in the 1950-51 crop season a part 
of the area was planted to coconuts and the remainder used for growing 
arrowroot, cassava and food crops. 

The audited accounts of the estates for the financial years ending 
30th June, 1950 and 1951 are available, and respectively show net 
profits of $36,730 and $29,286. Appropriations by the Land Settle- 
ment and Development Board from the 1950 profits were as follows : 


Debenture Sinking Fund . : . 9,600 
Development Fund . , : . 9,600 
Land Purchase Fund ; 500 
General Reserve ' . 500 
Construction of Richmond Bridge . 5,000 


The remaining profits were shared out as a bonus to those labourers 
on the estate who had qualified, on the basis of 10 per cent of their 
total earnings. 

At the time of writing, the Board had not met to discuss the alloca- 
tion of the 1951 profits, but approved the payment of a bonus on the 
same basis as during 1950 amounting to $6,000. This was divided 
among the workers before Christmas 1951. 


Housing on Leeward Estates 

By Order in Council published on 18th April, 1950, plans were 
completed for the housing of some 74 families on the Leeward Estates 
at Sharpe’s, first option on the lots being given to workers and their 
families on the Estates. 

The scheme is administered jointly by the Central Housing and 
Planning Authority and the Land Settlement and Development Board 
as represented by the Superintendent of Agriculture, General Manager 
of the Estates, and the Agricultural Assistant (Land Settlement). 

The area occupying 114 acres was surveyed and laid out for the 
scheme during 1950, all main roads being graded and laid down along 
the contour. Building lots not smaller than 3,750 square feet were 
marked out. On payment of the full price the lots become the out- 
right property of the occupiers, but they may be bought by instalment 
payments. Thirty-five of the lots have already been paid for and 
instalments paid for many others. By the end of 1951, seven houses 
had been completed and others were in the process of construction. 
Loans in kind in the form of building materials are made to the estate 
workers. 


— 
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Workers who are incapable or unwilling to buy lots are allowed to 
rent lots for the erection of temporary buildings in a nearby field. 


Snagg Estate, Canouan 

The result of operations during the two crop seasons 1949-50 and 
1950-51 on this estate was disappointing. Several factors accounted 
for this, among the foremost being that the main cash crop planted 
is Sea Island cotton which requires specific weather conditions and an 
adequate labour supply. Labour was difficult to obtain and relatively 
unskilled, the male population of the island being mainly fishermen. 
Other factors contributing were the heavy overhead costs of clearing 
heavy secondary forest and Acacia thorn bush for cultivation. The 
soils are badly eroded and of a clayey nature requiring much expendi- 
ture on deep drains. 

In an attempt to obtain better tilth and cheapen cultivation costs by 
unskilled labour, a two-way hillside plough drawn by oxen was used 
to prepare the land for planting during the 1951-52 crop season. 
This succeeded in reducing the initial cultivation costs by one-third 
and the time taken to cultivate by half. The number of weedings by 
hand were also reduced on account of the more efficient incorporation 
of weeds by the plough. Pen manure is being made by the oxen and 
will be applied to the fields during the next season. 

The cotton crop in the field is now more promising and better 
results are expected from the 1952 harvest. 

Ten acres of coconuts were planted during 1951 and these will be 
intercropped with sweet potatoes and cotton during the next year. 


Forestry 

The small staff has remained unchanged and no further training has 
taken place. Supervision and management of renters according to 
Crown Lands Regulations continue to be the major activities of the 
Forestry Division as well as the collection of arrears of rent. The 
rise in the prices of imported timber has created a demand for more 
and more local timber. The rugged nature of the country precludes 
any central sawing operations. Whatever little lumber is produced 
is used for repairing the houses of the poor, aged and infirm. Small 
stands of Honduras mahogany and teak have been established with 
some difficulty, but those that have grown have made good progress. 
A start has been made in the renting of lands and establishing trees 
under the care of the tenants for a period of years. So far this system 
is showing very encouraging results and it is hoped to extend it in the 
future. The demand for cheap lumber has caused a slight rise in the 
number of offences committed and the absence of proper demarcation 
of Crown and private lands has made it difficult to proceed against 
offenders. 


Fisheries . 

Little progress has been achieved owing to lack of suitably trained 
staff and shortage of funds. During 1951, Mr. R. S. Rack arrived to 
conduct a Blackfish Factory Pilot Scheme with funds provided for 
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under D. 1527. Owing, however, to very considerably reduced 
catches, it has not been found profitable to erect the pilot plant for oil 
extraction which Mr. Rack brought with him. It is felt that the 
erection of a factory should not be considered unless catches of six 
fish per day for at least 200 days per annum could be obtained. A 
harpoon gun has been ordered and this should enable catches of many 
more blackfish to be made, since on many occasions this species of 
whale are encountered just beyond the effective range of hand 
harpoons. Forty-two drums of blackfish and sperm oil were sold 
to a firm in England ; a satisfactory price was obtained. 

It was decided during 1951 to close down the Salt Fish Curing 
Scheme at Canouan. The reduction in price of Newfoundland and 
Canadian salted codfish, the high price of salt, labour and freight, and 
the poor keeping quality of the local salt fish have made it no longer 
profitable to operate the scheme. In its place, a number of enter- 
prising Frenchmen from Martinique have been buying fresh fish from 
the Canouan fishermen and are paying a better price than was paid 
under the saltfish scheme. Government collects a tax on every pound 
of fish purchased from Canouan. It is hoped that local vessels will 
soon join in this business and dispose of their cargoes in Martinique, 
Trinidad and elsewhere. 

Scheme D. 662 which financed local fishery investigations termin- 
ated at the end of 1951. One member of the staff supplied under this 
scheme continues to be employed from local Government funds. 


PUBLIC HEALTH AND MEDICAL SERVICES 


Scheme D 991—The Hospital Service is not yet complete. 

Scheme D 1282—The Public Health Engineering Unit is still 
functioning. 

The Health Centres and rural water supplies have been completed. 


CENTRAL HOUSING AND PLANNING AUTHORITY 


In March, 1951, the membership of the Authority was increased 
from seven to nine. 

Resident part-time agents were employed for issuing materials to 
builders under aided-self-help and collecting payments under the 
various schemes. The Public Health Engineering Unit continued to 
give valuable assistance in the field of operations. 


PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 


Roads. The expenditure of £15,000 under Scheme D 1466 was 
approved for assisting the Colony with a new road construction 
programme (1950-56). The Vigie Highway has been completed from 
Arnos Vale to Mesopotamia over a distance of six miles. One and a 
half miles of the Leeward Highway from Layou to Barrouallie has 
also been completed and a further one mile should be completed early 
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in 1952. These projects have been greatly assisted by the new mobile 
stone crushing plant. 


Air Service. The airport customs’ building, ‘the hangar, and the 
ramp have been completed according to plan and a channel, which has 
been buoyed, blasted through the reef between the Villa and Calliaqua 
bays under Scheme D 1091. The air-sea rescue launch (purchased 
under Scheme D 1406) is in operation. 


Buildings. The district clinics and nurses’ quarters built under 
Development and Welfare Scheme D 433 at Mesopotamia, Stubbs, 
and Lowmans (Windward) were all completed in February, 1950 and 
are now in full use. The Biabou Hospital Unit with its nurses’ 
quarters was also completed early in 1950. 

The new Nurses’ Hostel at Montrose was almost completed. This 
project is financed half from local funds and half from Development 
and Welfare Scheme D 991. It comprises two large dormitory blocks, 
a refectory, kitchen and utility block, and a separate matron’s quarters. 
It is designed to house 50 nurses. 

In April and May, 1951, the Fairhall Hostel for children was com- 
pleted with funds from Development and Welfare Scheme D 1400. 
District Agricultural Officers quarters were built at Cumberland and 
Bequia and one each at Mesopotamia and Union Island are now 
almost complete (D 587). 

A large new primary school, to accommodate 500 children, and a 
handicraft centre have been built under Scheme D 419 at Richmond 
Hill in the Kingstown suburban area. 


Research. Examinations and tests of local materials for possible 
use in building construction with a view to reducing costs is continuing, 
and the possibility of producing pozzuolana cement is being examined. 


EDUCATION 


Colonial Development and Welfare Schemes still in operation were 
Scheme D.720, which provides emoluments for an Education Officer 
who is responsible for the administration of education throughout the 
the Colony, and Scheme D.1004, which substantially assists in main- 
taining the local teacher training system. 

During 1950-51 three teachers completed two-year courses of 
training at the Trinidad Government Training College for Teachers. 
They are employed in primary schools in the Colony. 

Grants from Development and Welfare Funds have financed a 
refresher course in Jamaica for the Handcraft Instructress, an observa- 
tion tour in Trinidad for the Inspector of Schools, a course of training 
in domestic science in England for a secondary school teacher and a 
science course at the University College of the West Indies for a 
teacher who is expected to return to St. Vincent to work as science 
master at the two secondary schools. 


Norte: A statement showing schemes with their numbers and titles, 
actual expenditure on each scheme up to 30th September, 1951, and 
savings on schemes closed, is attached as Appendix I, pages 52-4. 


PART II 


Chapter 1 : Population 


THE census of April, 1946, showed the population of the Colony to 
be 61,647 (males 27,901 and females 33,746), as compared with the 
census of April, 1931, which recorded 47,961 (males 21,208 and females 
26,753)—an increase of 13,686 (males 6,693 and females 6,993) and a 
percentage increase of 28-5 (males 31-6 and females 26:1). 

The population of the Colony was distributed as follows : 


Kingstown 4,833 
The Suburban Areas of Kingstown ; 9,933 
The Rural Areas : . ; 42,402 
The Grenadines . ‘ ; ; ; 4,479 


Chapter 2: Occupations, Wages and Labour 
Organisation 
OCCUPATIONS 


Agriculture is the chief occupation in the Colony. The estimated 
number of workers in the main industries was as follows : 


Agriculture : . 12,500 
Manufacturing. 2,000 
Building and Road Construction 2,500 
Transport and Communication _. ; 600 
Trade and Commerce . ; ‘ : 1,150 
Hotels and Personal Services ; 2,000 
Public and Other Services. : : 1,250 


WAGES AND HOURS OF WORK 


Public Officers received an increase of 100 per cent in the cost-of- 
living allowance as from Ist January, 1951. 

Wage-rates were increased twice during 1950 and twice during 1951. 
The wages paid at the 31st December, 1951, were as follows : | 


Agricultural Workers : Men, 85 per cent per day of 8 hours ; 
Women, 64 per cent per day of 8 hours. 

Industrial Workers: Men, $1.01 per day of 8 hours and 
Women, 80 per cent per day of 8 hours in 
the town of Kingstown and within a radius 
of two miles thereof. In rural areas 
industrial workers are paid the same as 
agricultural workers. 
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The prevailing wage-rates in the other industries and services were 
as follows : 
Building and Road Construction 
Building : Men, $1.44 to $3.00 for a day of 8 hours. 
Road : Men, $1.04 to $1.28 for a day of 8 hours. 
Women, 80 per cent for a day of 8 hours. 
Transport and Communications 
Men, $8.00 to $10.00 per week and $15.00 to $27.00 per month 
(10 hours work per day). 
Trade and Commerce 
Men, $5.50 to $6.00 per week and $22.00 to $60.00 per month. 
Women, $4.50 to $5.00 per week and $18.00 to $48.00 per month. 
(42 to 48 hours per week). 
Hotel and Personal Services - 
Women, $6.00 to $8.00 per month, with meals and $12.00 to 
$14.00 per month without meals (10 hours per day). 


COST OF LIVING 


The cost-of-living index figure for all items at the end of December, 
1951, was 264, and the following table shows the cost-of-living index 
figures at the end of each month (August, 1939 = 100): 


Year | Jan, Feb. Mar. Apr. May June July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. 


1948 : 222 223 225 225 «224 224 #226 «227 «+221 «+220 221 «221 
1949 : 221 220 220 220 219 218 218 217 218 218 225 225 
1950 : 229 231 231 228 228 228 228 229 230 229 229 228 


1951 ‘ 231 231 233 235 240 245 253 257 258 259 261 264 


The percentage increases in the various groups at the end of 
December, as compared with the corresponding period in 1950, were 
as follows (August, 1939 = 100): 


Group December, 1951 December, 1950" 
Food : : : ; 151 112 
Rent : : 40 40 
Fuel and Cleaning : : 148 128 
Clothing. ; : 284 241 
All Other . : F : 147 122 


The increase in food prices was due mainly to increases in the retail 
prices of fresh beef, the de-controlling of fresh fish with an increase in 
the retail prices of this commodity, and an increase in the retail prices 
of wheaten flour. 


LABOUR ORGANISATION 
Staff and Functions of the Department of Labour 
The Staff at the end of December, 1951, comprised the Labour 


Commissioner, who is responsible for the administration of the 
Department, one senior clerk and two junior clerks. 
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The chief functions of the Department of Labour are to supervise 
and review the conditions of employment ; to ensure the enforcement 
of labour legislation ; to investigate all representations made by 
employers and workers with a view to settling disputes and improving 
labour relations ; to visit the various places of employment to study 
wage-rates, hours of work, living conditions, and conditions of work 
in factories, to collect statistics relating to the number of workers 
employed and unemployed, cost of living and migration ; and generally 
to do all in its power to promote harmonious relations between 
employers and workers. 


Trade Unions 

The General Workers’ Union has a membership of 500. The 
United Workers, Peasants and Ratepayers Union, with a membership 
of 8,000, was registered during 1951. 


Disputes 

There was one stoppage of work during 1951 on the Mount Bentinck 
Sugar Estate. The Department of Labour intervened and the matter 
was amicably settled. 


Labour Advisory Board 

A Labour Advisory Board, comprising employers and workers, 
advise the Governor on all questions connected with labour in the 
Colony including wages and conditions of work generally in any 
industry or occupation. 

Provision is now being made to replace this Board by Wages 
Councils. Efforts are, however, being made to get employers and 
workers to fix wages and other conditions of work by collective 
bargaining. 

LABOUR LEGISLATION 

The undermentioned laws were enacted : 

1950 
Ordinances 

The Trade Unions and Trade Disputes Ordinance, No. 3 of 1950, 
which provides for the regulation of trade unions and trade disputes. 

The Shops (Hours of Opening and Employment) (Amendment) 
Ordinance, No. 15 of 1950, which make provision for the grant of sick 
leave to shop assistants, after one year’s service, not being more in the 
aggregate than 14 days on full pay and 14 days on half pay in any one 
year, as may be recommended by a medical practitioner in writing. 


Statutory Rules and Orders 

The Department of Labour (Agricultural Workers) (Amendment) 
Order, No. 30 of 1950, which provides for an increase in the bonus 
paid to workers in the agricultural industry from 10 per cent to SO 
per cent of the basic rates of wages laid down in Order No. 61 of 1945, 
and also for an increase in the piece rates to be paid to workers when 
engaged in the digging of arrowroot and the picking of cotton. 
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The Sugar Industry (Rehabilitation and Price Stabilisation) Regula- 
tions, No. 41 of 1950, which provide for the appointment of a Com- 
mittee to be known as the Sugar Industry Rehabilitation and Price 
Stabilisation Committee to have control of the Sugar Industry Price 
Stabilisation Fund and the Sugar Industry Rehabilitation Fund. 

The Sugar Industry (Labour Welfare) Regulations, No. 42 of 1950, 
which provide for the appointment of a Committee to be known as the 
Sugar Industry Labour Welfare Committee, to have control and 
administration of the fund. 

The Department of Labour (Shop Assistants) (Amendment) Order, 
S.R. & O. No. 78 of 1950, which provides for increases in the rates of 
wages to be paid to male and female shop assistants in Kingstown and 
in the rural areas. 


1951 
Ordinances 

The Sugar Export Cess (Amendment) Ordinance No. 7 of 1951, 
which provides that the Treasurer shall be trustee of the special funds 
created by the principal Ordinance, exempts exporters from income 
tax on amounts paid into the Fund and describes how tax shall be 
assessed on payments to exporters from the funds. 

The Trade Unions and Trade Disputes (Amendment) Ordinance, 
1951, No. 33 of 1951, which empowers the Registrar of Trade Unions 
to appoint an auditor to audit the accounts of a trade union and to 
sue the officers on behalf of the union for any property of the union. 


Statutory Rules and Orders 

The Department of Labour (Industrial Workers) Order, No. 20 of 
1951, which prescribes the minimum rate of wages to be paid to able- 
bodied industrial workers with effect from 19th March, 1951. 

The Department of Labour (Agricultural Workers) (Amendment) 
Order, No. 21 of 1951, which prescribes the minimum rate of wages 
to be paid to able-bodied agricultural workers when employed on 
time work, and the rates for piece work when engaged in the digging 
of arrowroot and the picking of cotton, with effect from 19th March, 
1951. 

The Department of Labour (Industrial Workers) (Amendment) 
Order, S.R. & O. No. 70 of 1951, which makes provision for increasing 
the rate of bonus payable on the basic wage rates for industrial workers 
from 25 per cent to 334 per cent with effect from 16th July, 1951. 

The Department of Labour (Agricultural Workers) (Amendment) 
No. 2 Order, S.R. & O. No. 71 of 1951, which makes provision for 
increasing the bonus payable on the basic wage-rates for agricultural 
workers laid down in Order No. 21 of 1951, from 25 per cent to 334 
per cent. 

The Kingstown Harbour (Amendment) Regulations S.R. & O. 
No. 92 of 1951, which prescribes certain increases in respect of the 
rates chargeable by boatmen for the conveyance of passengers from the 
Kingstown Jetty to steamers and vice versa, with effect from 25th 
September, 1951. 
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‘The Department of Labour (Agricultural Workers) (Amendment) 
No. 3 Order, S.R. & O. No. 101 of 1951, which prescribes for certain 
increases in the minimum rate of wages to be paid to an agricultural 
worker when employed on piece work. 

EMPLOYMENT IN U.S.A 


During 1951, 150 agricultural workers were recruited for temporary 
employment in the United States of America. 


Chapter 3: Public Finance and Taxation 


REVENUE EXPENDITURE 
Year Local C.D. & W. Total Local C.D. & W. Total 


$ $ f $ f $ 
1950 1,421,494 362,853 1,784,347 1,702,999 21,9692 1,919,991 


1951 1,865,333* 318,059 2,183,392 1,982,901 334,160 2,317,061 
* Includes $197,051 transferred from Colony funds. 


There are five main heads of revenue: 


Electricity 
Year Customs Licences Fees Post and 
‘ efc. etc. Office Telephones 
$ $ $ § 
1950 645,655 446,252 132,186 65,323 95,652 
1951 787,959 524,881 145,622 71,737 96,927 
The following are the main heads of expenditure : 
Public 
Year Debt Pensions Education aie ad eas Police 
$ $ : $ $ 
1950 59,275 40,186 155,692 81,684 253,483 85,077 
1951 59,626 50,995 253,895 73,657 321,292 130,963 
Public Public 
Year Works Works Central 
Recurrent Extra- Treasury Road Agricul- Admiinis- 
ordinary Authority ture tration 
$ $ $ $ $ $ 
1950 54,374 147,242 53,459 141,520 56,975 39,048 
1951 84,402 129,056 72,468 186,098 61,237 63,806 


The Public Debt at 31st December, 1950 and at 31st October, 1951, 
totalled $576,903 and $559,443 respectively, which include the 
following local loan issues : 


to 
1950 31.10.51 


$ f 
Kingstown Board Water Supply Loan ; : ; 480 480 
Land Settlement Loan ; : ‘ < 16,437 17,676 
Lowmans/Biabou Water Supply Loan : ; ; 5,050 5,163 
Electricity Generating Unit Loan : : ; . 8,574 9,163 
Public Purposes Loan ; 5 : ; ; : 41,323 44,564 
Telephone Reconstruction Loan . : : , 6, 157 6, 330 


A statement of assets and liabilities for 1950 and 1951 is attached 
as Appendix II. 
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MAIN HEADS OF TAXATION 
The main heads of taxation and the yield in 1950 and 1951 were : 


1950 1951 
Import Duties ; : : : ; . $19,982 632,217 
Export Duties. : : ‘ , ‘ : 125,673 155,742 
Licences : ; ‘ 3 . : ’ 28,204 32,469 
Excise Duties : : . ; : : 133,937 164,841 
Trade Duties 3 ; : : ‘ ; 62,328 54,000* 
Income Tax . : . ; : ; ; 165,246 212,000* 
Stamp Duties ; : : ; ; : 18,776 15,000* 
Land and House Tax . : ; : , 30,034 30,000* 
Estate Duties ; : 3,110 8,700* 


* Estimate. 


Customs Duties 
The principal features of the Customs Tariff are reproduced in the 
table at Appendix III. . 


Excise Duties 

Locally manufactured spirits bear an excise duty of 14s. 2d. per proof 
gallon and, in addition, a trade duty is imposed on locally manu- 
factured rum of 2s. per proof gallon, and on imported spirits between 
3s. and 6s. per gallon, liquid or proof, according to circumstances. 


Income Tax 

The minimum rate of income tax, in the case of individuals, is three 
cents in the dollar, and the maximum 78 cents. The incidence of tax 
at varying income charge levels is set out at Appendix IV. Companies 
pay tax at the flat rate of 30 cents in the dollar. 

The following table shows the number of assessments made for the 


years 1949, 1950 and 1951 : 
1949 1950 1951 


No. of Assesments — Government Officers : 425 526 574 
” ” ” = General Public ° ° 451 654 844 
” ” ” as Companies . . e 30 32 36 

Total Assessments . , ; 906 1212 1454 


re me 


Despite the reorganisation of the Income Tax Department, the 
yield from income tax was disappointing in 1950 ($165,246), mainly 
because of the drop in profits of the large estate owners. However, 
in 1951 collection was estimated to rise to $212,000. 


Income Tax Legislation 

During the year 1950, only one amending Ordinance No. 26 of 1950 
was passed. This introduced a minimum tax of $2 on every individual 
whose tax was equivalent to the sum of 1 cent or more but less than $2. 

During the year 1951, certain amendments were made to the 
Principal Rules in force. One amendment S.R. & O. No. 10 of 1951, 
made provision for deduction of income tax by monthly instalments 
from salary, wages or pensions of public officers or pensioners. The 
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deductions were to be made so that all payments of income tax should 
be completed within the current year of assessment. 

Another Rule No..85 of 1951 which came into force on the Ist 
January made provision for initial Allowances to the extent of one- 
fifth of capital expenditure in respect of new plant and machinery and 
up to one-tenth of capital expenditure in the erection of industrial 
buildings or agricultural works for the purpose of any trade in which 
the taxpayer is engaged. 

Legislation is also being drafted to give more generous deductions 
for personal allowances and to reduce the rate of tax payable on 
incomes in the higher brackets in order to encourage the use of capital 
for development purposes. 

Provision is also being made in order to encourage pioneer industries 
by allowing a tax holiday of 5 years. 


Stamp Duties 
The more important stamp duties are detailed at Appendix V. 


Land and House Tax 
The basic land tax in St. Vincent and Union Island, the largest 
dependency, is 24 cents per acre. In St. Vincent, on land in excess of 
ten acres, the tax is 48 cents per acre or fractional part. Land tax in 
Grenadines Island is as follows : 
(a) Upon land in the island of Bequia—14 cents per acre or 
fractional part of an acre. 
(b) Upon land in the island of Canouan—12 cents per acre or 
fractional part of an acre. 
(c) Upon land in the island of Mustique—18 cents per acre or 
_ fractional part of an acre. 
(d) Upon land in the islands of Mayreau, Balliceau and Battawia 
—6 cents per acre or fractional part of an acre. 
The minimum tax payable is 24 cents in the case of (a)—(c). 
The tax upon houses, levied only in St. Vincent, Union Island and 
Bequia, is based on the assessed annual rental as follows : 


$14.40 and not exceeding $24.00 48 cents per house 
Over $24.00 , 5 + $28.80 60 cents ,, i 
» $28.80 4 5 55 $36.00 80 cents _,, - 
» $36.00 , 5 ss $43.20 96 cents _,, ms 
» $43.20 , ee $48.00 $1.20 i ‘s 
” $48. 00 ” ” 99 $60. 00 $1. 60 ” ” 
» $60.00 $72.00 $2.40 » 


» $72.00 at the rate of $24.00 per cent of the assessed annual 
rental. 

These taxes are payable without penalty between Ist November and 
31st December. During the following January arrears of unpaid 
taxes are subject to a fine of 6 cents where the total due does not 
exceed $4.80, and at the rate of 8 per cent on amounts in excess. 
Thereafter all outstanding amounts are collected by a bailiff under 
warrant of levy and execution. 


Chapter 4: Currency and Banking 


There is no local currency. Trinidad Government notes, United 
Kingdom gold, silver and bronze coins, and currency notes issued by 
pa British Caribbean Currency Board (Eastern Group) are legal 
tender. 

The only note issue bank in the Colony was Barclays Bank 
(Dominion, Colonial and Overseas), which carries out general banking 
operations. Consequent, however, on the introduction of the British 
Caribbean currency notes mentioned, the Bank has waived its right of 
issue. Interest bearing deposits are limited in the Savings Branch to 
$2,500 and the rate allowed is 1 per cent per annum. 

Savings departments are also operated by the St. Vincent Agricul- 
tural Credit and Loan Bank, Limited, which was established for the 
purpose of assisting peasants with money advances for crop cultivation, 
and by the St. Vincent Co-operative Bank, Limited, formed for general 
co-operative activities and assistance. The rate of interest allowed is 
in the former case 2 per cent and the latter 24 per cent; at 31st 
December, 1951, the former held $65,128 to the credit of 1,609 
depositors, and the latter $98,696 on behalf of 4,161 depositors. 

The Government Savings Bank limits amounts held on deposit by 
any individual at any one time to $4,800. At 31st December, 1950, 
the total to the credit of 3,061 depositors amounted to $512,775, the 
rate of interest earned being 24 per cent per annum. 


Chapter 5: Commerce 


During the years under review there were no outstanding commercial 
developments, but trade was well maintained. The main imports and 
exports for these years are given at Appendix VI. 


Chapter 6: Production 


The island’s production is entirely agricultural. The chief export 
crops in general order of importance are arrowroot starch, Sea Island 
cotton, copra and coconuts, sweet potatoes, groundnuts, sugar, 
cassava starch and livestock. Other agricultural products con- 
tributing to the Island’s economy mainly through their sale on the 
local market were edible oil, miscellaneous food crops, animals and 
animal products. 

Arrowroot was once again the most important crop. The value of 
its exports being three times that of cotton and copra the nearest 
competitors. Exports amounted to 6,340,357 lb. in 1950 and 8,016,731 
Ib. in 1951. 

Shipments of starch are made through a single agency—the St. 
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Vincent Co-operative Arrowroot Association which has been in 
operation for over 20 years. The chief markets are the United States 
and the United Kingdom. Usually, the United States purchases 
about three quarters of the production and the United Kingdom one 
quarter, and small quantities are bought by Canada and by other 
West Indian Islands. In 1950 a small amount of starch was purchased 
by Holland. During 1951 United Kingdom buyers were unable to 
dispose of stocks on hand from previous shipments, and could not 
make their usual purchases. The surplus was therefore sold in the 
United States and neighbouring Colonies. 

Both large growers and peasants contribute to the island’s arrow- 
root production, but while the area cultivated by peasants amounted 
to two-thirds of the total area under cultivation, they only accounted 
for 10.6 per cent of the total production of starch. This is accounted 
for by the fact that relatively poor lands are available to the peasants, 
they have difficulty in obtaining adequate credit facilities for the 
purchase of essential commodities such as artificial fertilisers, and a 
large proportion of them are ignorant of the advantages of mixed 
farming practices. It should be remembered that the figure for peasant 
production does not include the proportion of the crop which is 
retained by factories in payment for the processing of rhizomes. 

The increase in acreage planted to arrowroot during the 1949-50 
and 1950-51 crop seasons was approximately 400 acres ; some of this 
increase took place at the expense of Sea Island cotton acreage. 
Yields of starch from arrowroot rhizomes were better during the 
former season. 

Sea Island cotton has once again become second in order of import- 
ance among the island’s agricultural products. This was due to 
increased prices received for the crop over both crop seasons. How- 
ever, on account of unfavourable weather during the ripening period, 
particularly in the 1950-51 season, yields of lint were disappointing, 
and over 300 acres sown to cotton during 1949-50 have now been 
planted in arrowroot and other crops. For comparison, the estimated 
acreage planted to cotton over the past three years and yields of lint 
obtained are given below. 

Average Yield 


Acreage Yield of lint Price 

(bales) per acre (Ib.) (lb.) 

1948—49 : : 3,278 855 104 $1.00 
1949—50 ‘ : 3,311 1,097 132 $1.04 
1950—51 ‘ F 3,002 855 114 $1.20 


As a result of prolonged negotiations with the United Kingdom 
Raw Cotton Commission, a price of $1.50 was fixed for the 1951-52 
crop. This increase of 30 cents per Ib. over the 1950-51 price cannot 
be regarded as unduly favourable since labour and fertiliser costs have 
increased proportionately over the past year. Present indications for 
the 1951-52 crop are good on account of favourable weather con- 
ditions and increasing use of artificial fertilisers. 

The Government Cotton Ginnery which gins the whole of the 
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island’s cotton crop, also maintains an oil expressing, refining and 
deodorising plant. The deodorising plant, newly erected, was brought 
into operation during April, 1951. At present, only coconut oil is 
deodorised, all of which is consumed locally. During 1950 and 1951 
the Government Cotton Ginnery purchased 417 tons and 510 tons of 
copra respectively, valued at $166,241. Exports of copra amounted 
to 1,336 tons during 1950 and 1,208 tons during 1951, valued at $298,612 
and $263,871. The cotton seed and copra purchased by the ginnery 
was processed and used in the manufacture of refined oil, deodorised 
oil, soap and stock feed for local sale. Exports of crude coconut oil 
amounted to 14,053 gallons valued at $22,560. 

There are approximately 5,000 acres of bearing coconuts in the 
Colony, of which 90 per cent are owned by estates. On account of 
the world-wide shortage of fats, the market for this product seems 
promising, and it is estimated that over the past three years a further 
300 acres of land have been planted to this crop. 

The production of sugar by the Mount Bentinck Factory—the only 
sugar factory in the island—was increased over the period under 
review. A total of 2,758 tons of sugar were produced in 1950 and 
2,792 tons in 1951 as compared with 2,084 tons in 1949. The increase 
in production is accounted for largely by the increased area put under 
cultivation by peasants. Of these quantities, 253 tons of sugar valued 
at $35,777 were exported during 1950 and 700 tons valued at $144,174 
in 1951. 51,750 gallons of molasses valued at $6,210 were exported 
in 1950 and 29,295 gallons valued at $7,470 in 1951. During 1951 a 
total production of 52,012 gallons of proof spirit were manufactured 
at the Mt. Bentinck distillery. The whole of the production is con- 
sumed locally. 

The system of making advances to peasants of $10 per acre planted 
has been continued by Mt. Bentinck Company who also supply 
fertiliser at cost, and these measures have done much to encourage 
the cultivation of sugar-cane. It is estimated that over 1,000 acres 
are currently under sugar-cane as compared with 900 during 1951. 

The cassava industry, which increased considerably during the war 
years because of an enhanced demand and high prices, had begun to 
show a decline in 1945 when competing shipments from South America 
began to reappear on the market. The demand increased during 1948 
and favourable prices are still obtained in the export market. Exports 
amounted to 421,445 Ib. valued at $34,820 and 456,193 Ib. valued at 
$39,977 during 1950 and 1951 respectively. Total production for the 
island is estimated at around 800,000 lb., of which 45 per cent is usualy 
produced on estates ; it is estimated that about 7 per cent of the total 
area under cassava was used in the production of a local food known 
as “‘farine’’, while about 2 per cent was accounted for by sweet varieties 
consumed locally as a vegetable. 

As compared with 498,011 Ib. in 1948 and 470,064 Ib. in 1949, 
exports of groundnuts decreased to 380,484 Ib. valued at $75,970 in | 
1950, and 371,990 ib. valued at $74,603. Heavy rains during October 
and November, 1950 damaged many acres, some of which were newly 
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planted and others ready for harvest, and this is believed to account 
to a large extent for the decreased production. Prices still remain 
favourable. 

Production of food crops is difficult to estimate, since nearly the 
whole supply is grown by peasants on small holdings for which no 
satisfactory records are available. It is estimated that 10,000 acres 
are devoted annually to food crops, and that the annual average 
production for the most common of the food crops is : 


Sweet potatoes. ; . 94 million Ib.. 
Tannias, Dasheen, Eddoes_. . 2 y 35 
Yams . ; . = & ss 


Sweet potatoes cerned: a valuable addition to the Colony’s export 
trade. Exports for 1950 were 24,532 bags (each containing approx- 
imately 160 lb.) valued at $131,888 and in 1951, 15,348 bags valued 
at $81,799. 

In addition, bananas, maize, pigeon peas, beans, plantains, pump- 
kins, tomatoes, etc. are annually grown and make a considerable 
aggregate contribution to the island’s food supply. 

Total livestock exports at the end of 1950 were valued at $59,551 
as compared with $97,749 in 1949. This decrease was due to the ban 
placed on the exportation of cattle and, more important, an outbreak 
of Swine Fever in April, 1950, necessitating a ban of pig exports 
during June. During September, 1951, three months after the last 
case of swine fever, the export of pigs to Trinidad was resumed. 
Livestock exports during 1951 amounted in value to $63,143. Of 
this total, exports of pigs for the three months, October— December 
accounted for $21,202. Other classes of stock exported included 
asses, goats, sheep, horses and poultry. 

The total quantity of fish sold through established fish markets 
amounted to 460,788 lb. in 1950 and 534,918 lb. in 1951. These 
figures do not give a true picture of the quantity of fish actually con- 
sumed by the population, which can safely be estimated at not less 
than 1,000,000 lb. annually. In the Grenadines alone, where no 
records of catches are kept, it is estimated that the consumption of 
fish is over 100,000 lb. per annum. In 1950, 129 blackfish (Pilot 
Whale) and six sperm whales were caught. Production of oil from the 
blackfish amounted to 3,096 gallons. In 1951 approximately 110 
blackfish were taken yielding 1,500 gallons of oil. During the year 
1,458 gallons of oil valued at $3,870 were sold to a single buyer in the 
United Kingdom. 


Chapter 7: Social Services 
EDUCATION 


Primary education is provided at the expense of the Government, for 
the most part, for all children from 5 to 15 years of age. At the begin- 
ning of 1950, including the Government fee-paying combined infant- 
junior school, there were 38 primary schools (16 Government, 9 
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Anglican, 11 Methodist, 2 Roman Catholic). During 1950-51 a new . 
school was built in Kingstown, one school at Barrouallie was enlarged 
by the addition of a new building, one school at Bequia was replaced 
by a new building, a small junior school was established in a Govern- 
ment building at Clifton, Union Island, and a Craft Centre, providing 
training in woodwork and domestic science for the Kingstown schools, 
was established in Kingstown. All the schools are co-educational, 
and, but for the exception already mentioned, education is free but 
not compulsory. 

The school enrolment for 1950 was 13,591, and the average attend- 
ance (all sessions included) was 8,598. The figures for 1951 were 
14,390 and 9,211. 

In 1950 a skimmed milk and biscuit service was substituted for the 
cooked meals which were being served in seven schools. At the end 
of 1951, 12 schools had a skimmed milk service. 

During 1950-51 a Physical Recreation Instructor appointed in 1950 
carried on work in the Kingstown Primary Schools. 

The enrolment in the Secondary Schools for 1950 was 240 at the 
Grammar School, and 222 at the Girls’ High School. In 1951 the 
numbers were 218 and 214 respectively. 

In December, 1950, the Grammar School presented 18 candidates 
for the Cambridge School Certificate examination and 8 for the Higher 
School Certificate examination. The Girls’ High School presented 
12 for the School Certificate and 4 for the Higher School Certificate. 

The results were as follows ; Grammar School—School Certificate 
Passes 12 ; Higher School Certificate Passes 5. Girls’ High School— 
School Certificate Passes 11 ; Higher School Certificate Passes 4. 

The usual games and extra-curricula activities—which include 
Scouting, Guiding, debating and a Junior Red Cross Link—were 
carried on. 

The Island Scholarship awarded for 1950 on the results of the 
Higher School Certificate examination was won by A. C. K. Antrobus 
of the Grammar School ; J. Antrobus of the Girls’ High School was 
runner-up. The winner entered the University College of the West 
Indies in October, 1951, to study medicine. 

During 1950-51 a teacher-training scheme was inaugurated. Three 
centres were organised to which pupil teachers and other teachers 
went for instruction. 

Towards the end of 1951 evening classes in secondary school sub- 
jects were organised by the Department. The aim is to enable mem- 
bers of the public who wish to improve their educational qualifications 
to do so. Candidates can take the Cambridge School Certificate 
examination externally. 

In 1950, following on the abolition of the Social Welfare Department 
at the end of 1949, the Department of Education took over the organis- 
ation and management of the Women’s Institute movement as well as 
the development of the handcraft (straw) industry. At the end of 1951 
there were 14 Women’s Clubs in existence as well as three Craft Centres 
for giving instruction in straw work. 
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In 1951, as a result of the visit of Mr. Fred Leighton of the U.S.A. 
to this Colony to advise on the production and sale of handcrafts, two 
additional handcraft instructresses were taken on, and arrangements 
were made with a local merchant for the handling of the sale of the 
handcrafts produced. 
HEALTH 


VITAL STATISTICS 
COMPARATIVE TABLE OF POPULATION. BIRTHS AND DEATHS 





Year Population | Number of | Number of | Birth Rate | Death Rate 
Births Deaths ___ per 1000 per 1000 
1948 64,931 2,480 966 | 38.1 14.8 
1949 66,222 2,593 892 | 40.0 13.4 
1950 67,544 | 2,662 | 1,022 | 39.99 14.29 
INFANT MORTALITY 
Year Live Births | Infant Deaths | Rate per 1000 


Male | Female | Total | Male | Female | Total | Male | Female Total 








1948 1174 | 1206 | 2480 | 149 Zi | 276. | ais 108 | 111 
1949 $299 | 1299 | 2593 | 122 | 23. 1235 92 84 88 
1950 1386 | 1276 | 2662 | 134 





157 | 291 | 97 | 123 | 109 


| 


MATERNAL MORTALITY 





Year 1948 | 1949 1950 
Total Births and Stillbirths . | 2543 2672 2134 
Deaths due to Accidents of Childbirth | m 34 6 6 2 
Rate per 1000 . | 23 | 32 14 


INFECTIOUS DISEASES 


Year ; ; 1948 1949 1950 1951 








Dysentery 3 _- 1 I 6 

Influenza 529 5 | 266 405 2 140 1 
Pneumonia ‘ 66 11 Zi 6 60 27 33 6 
Enteric Fever. 51 10 45 6 Zo 8 23 8 


There is one general hospital in Kingstown with accommodation 
for 120 patients, an infectious diseases hospital of 20 beds at Arnos 
Vale, and three rural cottage hospitals with six beds each at George- 
town, Chateaubelair and Bequia. 
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Other institutions run by the Department are the Mental Hospital 
housing 100 patients and the Leper Asylum with 20 patients. In 
addition to the above the medical needs of the rural districts are 
served by 20 dispensaries at which the District Nurses are in attendance 
daily and which are visited by District Medical Officers weeklv. 

Two medical districts, Chateaubelair District II North and the 
Grenadines District VI were without resident Medical Officers during 
most of this period. There are 17 Government District Nurse- 
Midwives, seven of whom have been trained in public health nursing 
at the Belair Health Institute, and one of whom was successful in the 
_ R.S.IL. Examination held in Jamaica in 1951. There are also 16 

district dispensers and three staff nurses for the rural cottage hospitals. 
Ten Sanitary Inspectors, most of whom have obtained the R.S.I. 
Certificate are stationed in the districts under the supervision of a 
Sanitary Superintendent. 


HOUSING 
Montrose 

The development of Montrose as a housing estate was continued 
throughout the period. In addition to the parent scheme started in 
1946, the Authority passed two schemes known as the Second Supple- 
mentary (Government House area) Scheme and the Third Supple- 
mentary (Dasent Cottage) Scheme. 

There are now 61 permanent dwellings built almost exclusively by 
the persons occupying them. These properties have an estimated 
taxable value of $384,000. At the time of writing steps are being taken 
to incorporate the area in the town of Kingstown. 

Of the £5,000 borrowed from the local Government at 33 per cent 
per annum for developing the estate, the sum of £3,000 together with 
all interest charges has been repaid. 

All of the building lots in the area already provided with oiled 
streets, concrete drains, water and electric light have been sold. About 
40 per cent of the lots have been built up. It therefore follows that 
this enterprise will take care of middle class housing for many more 
years. | 

A sum of $87,000 has been spent on development over the past five 
years and building lots totalling $104,824 have been sold. 


Landcrete Houses 

During the period five landcrete block houses were erected in the 
area below Dasent Cottage by the Authority for sale to persons who 
were not in a position to erect buildings of their own. All have now 
been sold. 


The Mount Bentinck Slum Clearance Scheme 

The Mt. Bentinck Slum Clearance Scheme is about two-thirds 
complete. Basin Hole remains to be done. When this project is 
finished the biggest rural slum in the Colony will have been abolished 
and some 220 families of sugar estate labourers lifted from the status 
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of squatters dwelling in mud huts to that of freehold house owners 
living in wooden cottages or concrete block houses erected by the 
Aided Self-Help method. 

With a grant of $2,950 from the Sugar Welfare Fund, a Community 
Hall, 50 ft. by 30 ft., has been erected at Langley Park for the use of 
the inhabitants of the new villages. A Colonial Development and 
pas grant of $1,440 will provide furniture and equipment for this 

all. 


Camden Park 

After many weary years of waiting, a housing scheme has been 
started at Camden Park on lands acquired from the Camden Park 
Experiment Station. Seventy building lots—S0 ft. by 75 ft.—have been 
laid out and sold on easy terms at one cent per square foot. As in the 
case of the Mt. Bentinck Scheme the Authority is giving technical and 
financial assistance to the builders. To date three houses have been 
erected and five are in the process of construction. 


Rose Hall 

Assistance in building materials and cash totalling $600 was given 
to fourteen householders in the Rose Hall—Troumaca District where 
houses were damaged by high winds on 22nd June, 1951. The Trou- 
maca Village Council administered the grant. | 


Sandy Bay, Chester Cottage, Enhams, Mangaroo 
Work on these village rehabilitation schemes was actively pursued 
during the period under review. They are now moving to a close. 


LIBRARY SERVICES 
Circulation 
During 1951, 14,901 books (6,561 non-fiction and 8,340 fiction) 
were issued in the Adult Lending Library and 6,605 in the Juvenile 
Library. There were 1,845 borrowers, (1,545 adults and 300 juveniles). 
There were 377 new borrowers, but 67 discontinued their membership. 


Book Stock 

The Eastern Caribbean Regional Library supplied the Library with 
approximately 1,500 books during 1951. The number of books 
bought from local funds was 711 (600 of these were juvenile books) ; 
186 books were received as gifts. It was necessary to discard 233 
books and 400 have been put aside for binding. There are 1,589 
books in circulation among the rural libraries. 


Children’s Library 

It is hoped to re-organise this library shortly and some 800 books 
are being processed for this purpose. The library still needs at least 
another 1,000 books before it could properly serve the number of 
children who are anxious to become borrowers. With an increase in 
the amount voted for books for 1952, the juvenile section should be 
able to make a good start. 


LEGISLATION 27 


Rural Development 

In April, 1951, branch libraries were opened at Georgetown, 
Calliaqua and Barrouallie, and one deposit station was opened at 
Bequia. In November, a branch library was also opened at Layou. 

It is yet early to forecast whether these branch libraries are serving 
their purpose. The public has to be trained to a certain extent to 
make the best use of them. An effort towards this end was made at 
Georgetown, in July, when the Librarian spoke to the senior pupils 
of the Georgetown Government School on “How to make the best 
use of the books in your library.”” A gramophone week was also 
arranged in Kingstown, Georgetown and Barrouallie. | Borrowers 
were invited to the Library to hear classical music and to bring with 
them some of their own records. This gave the Librarian an oppor- 
tunity to publicise the books in the library on music and other recrea- 
tional subjects. 


General | 

The Eastern Caribbean Regional Library has continued to give 
great help to the Library Service in St. Vincent. Mr. S. W. Hockey, 
Director of the E.C.R.L. was present at the opening of the branch 
libraries and the deposit station, and he visited Chateaubelair and 
Layou in connection with the setting up of branch libraries in those 
places. In August Miss W. Dunn, Cataloguer of the E.C.R.L., 
visited the library to check the catalogue and advise on classification 
and cataloguing. | 

The Public Library Service has already begun to play an important 
part in the life of the community. The linking of the library with the 
Eastern Caribbean Regional Library has been the means of placing 
at the disposal of readers books which cannot be obtained in the 
local library. 


PUBLIC ASSISTANCE 


A new Public Assistance Ordinance was enacted during 1950. The 
Ordinance provides for (1) the change of the term “‘poor relief” to 
‘public assistance” partly to make it possible for deserving cases, 
other than paupers, to be eligible for assistance ; (2) the appointment 
of a Public Assistance Board—a central advisory body ; and (3) the 
appointments of Local Authorities or District Committees to investi- 
gate and make recommendations on all cases in their respective areas. 


Chapter 8: Legislation 


Thirty-one Ordinances were enacted during 1950. Of these the 
most important were : 

No. 1: The Aerodromes (Protection) Ordinance which provides for 
the protection of aerodromes by the prevention of obstructions thereon 
and gives the Governor in Council power to make regulations to 
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control the use of areas within specified distances of approved aero- 
dromes and also for the protection of persons and aircraft using such 
aerodromes. 


No. 3: The Trade Unions and Trade Disputes Ordinance which 
repeals all exisiting legislation on this subject and is based on a model 
supplied by the Colonial Office. This Ordinance brings the trade 
union legislation of the Colony into line with the United Kingdom law 
in so far as local conditions permit. 


No. 4: The Public Library Ordinance which repeals the Library 
Ordinance Chapter 210 which was passed in 1908. It provides for a 
re-organisation of the library services of the Colony for which the 
Government is now solely responsible. Hitherto this responsibility 
was shared between the Government and the municipal bodies. 


No. 6: The Boy Scouts’ Association Ordinance which makes 
“statutory provision for the more assured exercise’’ locally of the 
powers granted to the Boy Scouts Association of Great Britain by 
Royal Charter and seeks to further and protect the activities and 
interests of the Boy Scouts Association in the Colony. 


No. 12 : The Central Water Distribution Authority Ordinance which 
provides for the setting up of a central water distribution authority 
as a result of the installation of a new regional water service for Kings- 
town, its suburbs and outlying areas. The Central Water Distribution 
Authority which is a corporate body with perpetual succession and a 
common seal, shall consist of not less than seven members appointed 
by the Governor. 


No. 13: The British Nationality Act (Offences Penalties and Fees) 
Ordinance which supplements the British Nationality Act in that it 
prescribes penalties for offences under that Act which are committed 
in the Colony. The Ordinance also gives the Governor in Council 
power to make regulations with respect to the fees payable in respect 
of any application, registration, declaration or grant of certificate in 
pursuance of the United Kingdom Act. 

No. 14: The General Loan and Stock Ordinance which sets out the 
terms and conditions applicable to loans authorised to be raised by 
the Government of the Colony and to provide for the creation of 
St. Vincent stock. 

No. 17: The Currency Ordinance which implements an agreement 
between the Colonies of the Eastern Group of the British Caribbean 
Territories to provide for a unified system of currency notes and coin 
for the said territories. 


1951 

Of the 35 Ordinances passed during 1951 the following merit 
attention 

No. 1: The Burial Grounds Ordinance which provides for the 
licensing of burial grounds both private and public by the Governor 
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in Council before they can be used for burials. The Ordinance also 
confers power on the Governor to order the discontinuance of burials 
in any burial ground for the protection of the public health. 


No. 8: The Land Acquisition (Amendment) Ordinance which alters 
the basis of assessment of compensation for land acquired under the 
Ordinance. This basis was originally the value which the land in its 
condition at the date of acquisition might have been expected to 
realise if sold in the open market by a willing seller on 31st March, 
1939, plus a percentage. The present basis of compensation is the 
value which the land would fetch if it had been sold in the open market 
by a willing seller at a date twelve months prior to the date of the second 
publication of the declaration acquiring the land. 


No. 12: The Teachers Pension (Amendment) Ordinance which 
provides for pensionable service by a teacher to be taken into account 
for the purposes of pension if he is transferred to other pensionable 
employment under the Government of the Colony. The Ordinance 
also permits pensionable service as a teacher for a period of 15 years 
or upwards in other British West Indian Colonies to count towards 
pension with the proviso that the pension payable locally will be in 
respect only of the period served in this Colony. 


No. 13: The Legislative Council (Elections) Ordinance which pro- 
vides for the registration of persons entitled to vote at elections of 
members of the Legislative Council and the procedure to be followed 
at such elections. By virtue of this Ordinance elections based on 
universal adult suffrage were held for the first time in the history of 
St. Vincent. 


No. 14: The Loan (Economic Development) Ordinance which 
enables the Governor or the Crown Agents acting on his behalf to 
raise loans in the United Kingdom to be used for the economic develop- 
ment of the Colony. 


No. 15 : The Local Government Ordinance which repeals the existing 
ordinances relating to local government and substitutes a modern 
ordinance which provides for the establishment of local authorities for 
towns and villages. The Ordinances does not apply to the town of 
Kingstown which is administered by the Kingstown Board under a 
separate ordinance. 


No. 18: The Agricultural and Livestock (Annual Census) Ordinance 
which provides for the taking of an annual census of agricultural 
products and livestock in the Colony. 


No. 23: The Agriculture Ordinance which was passed in order to 
ensure that owners and occupiers of agricultural land should fulfil 
their responsibilities to the community by managing their land in 
such a manner as to prevent erosion and ruination of the soil. 


No. 24: The Hydro-Electric Ordinance which implements an 
agreement between the Government of the Colony and the Colonial 
Development Corporation for the construction, maintenance and 
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operation of hydro-electric works by the Corporation. The terms of 
the agreement are set out in the Schedule to the Ordinance. 

No. 27 : The Public Order Ordinance which is based on the United 
Kingdom Public Order Act and prohibits the wearing of uniforms in 
connection with political objects and the maintenance by private 
persons of associations, of military or similar character. The 
Ordinance also provides for the preservation of public order on the 
occasion of public processions and meetings and in public places. 

No. 28: The Exchange Control Ordinance which confers powers, 
and imposes duties and restrictions in relation to gold, currency, 
payments, securities and debts. The Ordinance also deals with the 
import, export, transfer and settlement of property. All transactions 
coming within the scope of the Ordinance have first to receive the 
sanction of the Colonial Treasurer. 

No. 30 : The Deportation (British Subjects) Ordinance which provides 
for the deportation of undesirable British subjects. 

No. 32: The Police (Amendment) Ordinance which provides for 
increased pensions to members of the Police Force, creates a Special 
Reserve Police Force and institutes a Police Welfare Association. 

No. 33 : The Trade Unions and Trade Disputes (Amendment) Ordin- 
ance which lays down rules for the audit of the accounts of trade 
unions by an auditor appointed by the Registrar of Trade Unions, 
and increases the Registrar’s powers of supervision and control over 
the said accounts. 


Chapter 9: Justice, Police and Prisons 
JUSTICE 


A RESIDENT Puisne Judge presides over the Supreme Court of the 
Windward Islands and Leeward Islands in St. Vincent. The Supreme 
Court has appellate, civil and criminal jurisdiction, and also hears 
matters in its probate, divorce and Admiralty jurisdictions. 

The Colony is divided into three Magisterial Districts. Districts I 
and II consist of the islands of St. Vincent and Bequia. District III 
consists of the islands of Union, Mayreau and Canouan. 

There are three Magistrates, one being the Magistrate of Districts I 
and II, the other being the Magistrate of District TII, and the third 
being the Additional Magistrate of the Colony. 

The local system of law enforced by the Colony falls under the two 
main heads: statute law duly passed by legislation, etc., and the 
common law of England. 

The following is a division of the Courts—Supreme Court and 
Magistrates’ Court—with the causes which are usually adjudicated 
there : | 
The Supreme Court 


(a) Original Jurisdiction : All matters which are heard and deter- 
mined by the High Court of Justice in England, viz., King*s 





JUSTICE, POLICE AND PRISONS 31 


Bench Division, Divorce, Probate and Admiralty Division and 
Chancery Division, except as otherwise provided for by local 
legislation. An appeal from this Court lies to the West Indian 
Court of Appeal and thence to the Privy Council Committee. 

(b) Summary Jurisdiction: To hear and determine without a jury 
or counsel, all civil actions, whether of a legal or equitable 
nature, and all matters arising thereout or incidental thereto, in 
which the debt or damage claimed, or the amount or value does 
not exceed £50 and in actions for the recovery of possession 
where the value does not exceed £30. An appeal from this 
Court lies to the Windward Islands and Leeward Islands Court 
of Appeal. 

(c) Criminal Jurisdiction : In the exercise of its criminal jurisdiction 
the Court has cognisance of all treasons, felonies, misdemean- 
ours and offences committed in the Colony or within three miles 
of any of the shores of the Colony ; and of all treasons, felonies, 
misdemeanours and offences authorised to be tried and deter- 
mined in the Court under and by any Imperial Statute now or 
hereafter to be passed for the purpose. 


The Magistrates’ Court 

(a) Criminal Jurisdiction : To hear and determine all complaints or 
informations for summary offences. 

(b) Civil Jurisdiction : To determine all actions of contract or tort 
other than cases of detenue where the amount claimed or value 
of the thing claimed whether as a debt, balance of account or 
damages or otherwise is in the case of actions of contract not 
more than £20 and in the case of actions of tort not more than 
£10 ; for damages for detention of, and/or for the recovery of 
any chattel or thing which is not more than £20 and in cases for 
the recovery of possession where the value does not exceed £20 ; 
and generally in all other matters in which jurisdiction is by any 
law expressly given to Magistrates or Justices of the Peace. An 
appeal from the Magistrates’ Court lies to the Supreme Court 
in its appellate jurisdiction. 


POLICE 

Organisation 

In March, 1950, an enquiry into the organisation, training and 
discipline of the Police and Fire Brigade was held by Brigadier A. S. 
Mavrogordato, O.B.E. A report on his enquiry and recommend- 
ations was subsequently published. Most of the recommendations 
have since been implemented either wholly or in part, among them 
being the recommendation for an increase in establishment and for 
better pay and conditions. 


Establishment 
The establishnient was increased by 16 men and a temporary salary 
increase was granted of $48 per annum (this salary increase was in 
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addition to a 50 per cent increase in allowances given before the 
enquiry). 
The strength in 1951 was distributed as follows : 


Officers S/Inst. S|Maj. S/Sgt. Sgts. Cpls. L/Cpls. Cons. Total 
2 2 7 


Headquarters (Staff) . 3 2 —_ _— —_ 1 -_ 
Central Police Station . oo —_ 1 — — 5 6 29 41 
Criminal Investigation Depart- 

ment (with Special Branch) — —_ _ — 1 2 1 6 10 
Traffic Department —_— — — 1 — — — 2 3 
Under Training . — — — — — — — 5 5 
District Stations — 1 —_ — 3 2 10 25 41 
Under Establishment — — — — — — 4 4 
Establishment 2 1 1 1 6 10 19 71 111 


Lt.-Colonel W. I. Randolph, O.B.E. (formerly of the Metropolitan 
Police) was appointed Superintendent and arrived in the Colony on 
6th June, 1950. Captain A. L. Gentle, who had been acting Super- 
intendent since Major Cozier’s departure in October, 1949, resumed 
his substantive post of Assistant Superintendent. 

Towards the end of 1950 a senior n.c.o. was placed in immediate 
charge of each of the four divisions to ensure closer supervision. This 
has resulted in better attention to local conditions. 


Prevention and Suppression of Crime 


The co-operation of the public with the Police in the prevention and 
suppression of crime is not entirely satisfactory, and in particular the 
public could assist considerably in lowering the incidence of house- 
breaking and larceny, the two most prevalent crimes, by taking proper 
precautions to make their properties secure. 

Towards the end of 1950, several items of equipment ordered for 
the Criminal Investigation Department in 1949 were received, and the 
use of fingerprint recording was introduced for the first time. 
Additional equipment, including a camera, was received in 1951, and 
this, together with the provision of a dark room, has made it possible 
for a wider application in the use of fingerprints and photography in 
police work. 


Motor Vehicles 


The importation of vehicles has continued over the past two years 
and this with the comparatively small mileage of good roads, has 
created a real traffic problem. Nevertheless, accidents were very 
few—26 in 1950 and 57 in 1951—when it is considered that the vehicles 
(particularly trucks and buses) are large in relation to the narrow, 
winding hilly roads. The majority of drivers and pedestrians have 
little “‘road sense’’ and tend to lack courtesy towards other road users. 
Stricter control by the Police, more severe penalties by the Court 
(e.g. suspension of driving permits) improved roads, road systems and 
road signs and lectures in schools and other places on subjects such 
as: “The Highway Code’’, “Kerb Drill’ etc. will help to improve 
conditions and make the roads safer for everyone. 
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The following table shows the total number of vehicles registered 
in the Colony in 1949, 1950 and 1951 : 


Cars 297 354 390 
Trucks. ; ; ; ; 79 91 108 
Buses ‘ : : : : 61 67 76 
Motor Cycles . : : : 39 44 52 
Jeeps and Station Wagons ; : 3 12 16 
Tots . . 484 568 642 
Immigration 


In March, 1951, this duty was taken over from the Customs Depart- 
ment. In order to deal with the work involved, the personnel of the 
Special Branch was increased by two constables. 


Buildings | 

On Ist August, 1950, the Station at Biabou was transferred from 
unsuitable rented premises to a part of the new Government Clinic 
where the accommodation, although not adequate, is infinitely better 
and has the advantage of being on the main road. 

During 1951, the old Customs Rum Bond adjoining Central Station 
was included in police premises and provided very necessary additional 
offices for the Divisional N.C.O. (Southern Division), Special Branch, 
Process Department and Stores as well as a lecture room and more 
covered space for fire fighting equipment. 


Discipline 
There has been a remarkable decrease in the number of disciplinary 
charges. 


Training Courses 

Captain Gentle, Assistant Superintendent, attended a six-month 
officers training course at the Police College, Ryton-on-Dunsmore, 
England, in 1951. After completing this general course, and before 
returning in September, 1951, he took a specialised course in recruit 
training at No. 6 District Police Training Centre, Sandgate, Kent. 


Police Band 

A Band of 14 was formed and started practising at the end of March, 
1951. The number has now been increased to 17 and on 1st November, 
1951, at the opening of the Legislative Council, it gave its first public 
performance. This was an outstanding achievement after only seven 
months of practice and the reception by the public of that and subse- 
quent performances speaks well for the future. 


Fire Brigade 

During the two years under review, 24 lengths (1,200 ft.) of new 
hose were received. These lengths are designed to replace worn hose ° 
and to build up the total to 10,000 feet as recommended in the Mavor- 
gordato Report. Other items of equipment obtained were dividing 
breeches, instantaneous couplings, suction hose, scaling ladders, a 
new turbine for the Dennis trailer pump and a Merryweather Exhaust 
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Foam Generator. A new Dennis 350/500 gallon pump is expected 
early in 1952. 

There were 13 alarms of fire (five in 1950 and eight in 1951). The 
total damage amounted to $12,990. 

The usefulness of the Volunteer Fire Brigade was recognised in the 
Mavrogordato Report. Apart from assisting at fires and attending 
regular practices, the Brigade also turned out at official ceremonies. The 
Brigade is now up to its full strength of one Officer and 29 other ranks. 


Auxiliary Police 

A start was made in organising an Auxiliary Force in 1950, and 
some 28 men were recruited. Recruiting and training continued 
during 1951 and the Force is now almost up to its full strength of 60 
(four officers and 56 other ranks). Many of its members have com- 
pleted their training including a musketry course on the miniature range. 

On a number of occasions, they have turned out to assist the Regular 
Police and their conduct and bearing is favourably commented upon 
by the public. 

PRISONS 


Admissions during 1951 and the four previous years were as follows : 


Penal Imprisonment Remand 


| 

| | 
Ba ee as Total 

Male Female | Male | Female i 
1947, 233 34 101 = 368 
1948 232 37 | 111 | 3 383 
1949, 219, 27 119 2 : 367 
1950, 266 38 149 | 4 457 
1951 72 33 : 134 | 4 | 443 








The daily average prison population was 116.75 in 1950 and 113.51 
in 1951. 

A little over 50 per cent of the prison labour is concentrated on the 
Prison Farm, Ottley Hall. Daily work on the farm includes road 
construction, dairy farming, cotton cultivation, mixed vegetable 
farming, the operation of a stone crushing plant and a coconut fibre 
mill. There are 14 prisoners resident on the farm, who occupy the 
renovated estate house which is equipped with modern conveniences, 
including a radio. 

The earnings from prison industries have shown steady improve- 
ment during the last five years, e.g. : 

Actual Revenue 


$ 
In 1946. ‘ ; 9,703.94 
» 1947. . 12,692.60 
» 1948. : : . 17,141.66 
» 1949. : . 19,002.29 
» 1950. : ; « -24,275,12 


» 1951. ; . 25,136.33 


GNVTSI S.ONNOA GNV AVA VAOVITTIVDO 





SALES IIOSL LLL AL GEL BE LIE 

















RICHMOND HILL SCHOOL, KINGSTOWN 





NURSES’ HOME, KINGSTOWN 





DAM AREA 


SCHEME, 


HYDRO-ELECT RIC 
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The classification of prisoners, which is the most important factor 
in prison reform, is greatly hampered owing to the old fashioned 
design of the buildings and the limitation of space. This evil, how- 
ever, will shortly be overcome, because the prison is likely to be 
removed from its present site within a year or two. 

Every facility is given to ministers of religion to visit the prison and 
hold services for members of their respective faiths. 

All long-sentence prisoners who show aptitude for trades are given 
training in shoemaking, baking, tailoring, joinery, carpentry, tin- 
smithing and masonery. The others are kept occupied either in 
handicrafts or on the Ottley Hall Farm. 

The pocket-money system whereby the prisoner earns a certain sum 
per week, is in operation. He is allowed to save the whole amount 
but encouraged to purchase certain requisites, subject to the approval 
of the Superintendent of Prisons. 

A period of recreation held on Sunday afternoons, called the 
“‘Uplift Hour” is proving of inestimable value to the good and im- 
proved behaviour of the prisoners. Concerts, lectures, debates, 
recitations and solos form the varied programme of this hour. 

The extra mural sentence has been introduced in the Colony. This 
system of punishment is being used to a great advantage. Many first 
offenders who might have developed criminal ideas through contact 
with recidivists are saved from this contamination. 

The After Care system, which came into effect two years ago, is doing 
a very good service among discharged prisoners. With a few excep- 
tions, the entire number of discharged prisoners was given tools, 
clothes and/or money. Employment was also secured for 37 per cent 
of the discharged prisoners during the year. 


Chapter 10: Public Works and Public Utilities 


PUBLIC WORKS 


In addition to projects undertaken with Colonial Development and 
Welfare funds, the Public Works Department carried out the full 
maintenance of roads and buildings and executed a programme of 
extraordinary works financed from local funds, of which the following 
examples may be noted : 

Two school buildings of experimental type were constructed at 
Barrouallie and Bequia. These structures are built of “‘landcrete”’ 
earth blocks. The Barrouallie building is designed for 360 children - 
and the one in Bequia for 500 children. These schools are the first 
attempt in this Colony to use compressed blocks in fairly large buildings. 

A Medical Centre has been built in Kingstown near to the Colonial 
Hospital to accommodate the hospital dispensary, the laboratory, the 
dental clinic, the eye clinic, the Kingstown District Medical Officer’s 
clinic and the Colonial Hospital stores ; and extensions to the Colonial 
Hospital have also been made. 


36 ST. VINCENT 


The removal of the Tuberculosis Hospital from Arnos Vale to 
Montrose, begun late in 1951, will be completed early in 1952. 

Government House was re-roofed and extensively renovated. 
Repairs and redecoration were carried out to a number of Government 
buildings in 1951. 

Jetties at Kingstown, Cumberland, Barrouallie, Layou and Port 
Elizabeth (Bequia) have been repaired. A rifle range for the Police 
has been constructed at Camden Park. A new access road has been 
made to the Ottley Hall Prison Farm from Montebello. On the 
recommendation of the Organisation and Methods expert, structural 
improvements have been made to the offices at the Customs and 
Treasury and at the Government Office. 


Equipment 

In 1951 a “‘landcrete’”? machine for the making of earth/concrete 
blocks and an “‘aerocem’’ machine were purchased to reduce building 
costs. An electric sanding machine for use on floors and furniture 
was also obtained. 


Water Supplies 


With expenditure from local loan funds the water distribution 
system has gradually been enlarged and more areas and population 
are being served. Water has been supplied to the Richmond Hill, 
Murray Village, Sion Hill, Cane Garden and Dorsetshire Hill areas. 
The Kingston Park, Lodge and Montrose Villages have also been 
connected. The main supply has been extended from the Vigie tank 
through a branch main and subsidiary lines to feed the Belair, Foun- 
tain, Arnos Vale, Villa, Glen, Calliaqua, Ratho Mill and Prospect 
areas in the south-east, and in the new Montrose Suburban Develop- 
ment and Lownans Hill areas in the south-west. Sufficient public 
stand-pipes have been erected in these areas to give a good supply of 
water. 

Monthly tests over a year have proved the water to be of such 
excellent quality that chemical treatment is unnecessary. 

The water catchment area at Bequia has been repaired. 


Surveys 

The surveying and mapping of the Colony of St. Vincent is pro- 
ceeding under the direction of Mr. W. H. Young, a senior surveyor 
of the Directorate of Colonial Surveys. 


Transport 


The entire Public Works Department Mechanical Section has been 
removed with a large part of its stores.to the depot at Arnos Vale. A 
motor pick-up has been bought for the transport of personnel, and it 
was found necessary to purchase a 3-ton Bedford lorry. The bull- 
dozer and the grader have greatly assisted in cleaning debris off the 
main roads after abnormal rainstorms. 
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ELECTRICITY 


The electricity generating plant in 1950 consisted of four diesel 
alternators, two Ruston twin-cylinder horizontals of 40 kw. capacity, 
installed over 22 years ago ; one Belliss four-cylinder unit of 50 kw. 
capacity, installed in 1934 ; one Belliss 135 kw. set, installed in 1940, 
making a total of 265 kw. In 1951 the No. 1 Ruston unit broke down, 
and opportunity was taken to remove this unit and prepare found-. 
ations on the same site for a larger unit—a Mirrlees 144 kw. set ; this. 
has not yet been laid down. 

The station, particularly during 1951, ran under great difficulties,. 
as there was no adequate stand-by ; but in spite of the difficulties, it. 
was found possible to provide an electricity supply for the new housing. 
scheme at Montrose during 1951. 

Electricity is generated at 400 volts 50 cycles 3 phase for power and 
230 volts single phase for lighting, etc. The supply is extended on 
the Windward side of the island towards and beyond Calliaqua for 
approximately five miles from the station, branching out beyond Cain 
Hall when about 24 miles out. These extensions are served by a 
transmission line at 2,200 volts 3 phase. 

The load analysis of current used is : as 


uo 
General domestic supply including Government institutions 40 


Commercial supply (ice cream and soda fountains, etc.) . 4 

Industrial power (including Government ice and cold 
storage) . : : ; . 48 

Street lights. : 8 


The total number of consumers at the end of 1951 was 1,340, an 
increase of 104 from 31st December, 1949. 

It is hoped that the Hydro-Electric Scheme will be completed by 
early 1953, and the supply position will be considerably eased. The 
Hydro-Electric Scheme will be operated by the Colonial Development 
Corporation, who are undertaking the constructional work on the 
Colonarie river. The total cost is estimated at £200,000, and it is. 
hoped that power will be available for Kingstown, Mesopotamia, 
Georgetown and Camden Park and for the principal arrowroot and 
pe processing factories as well as for ice making and cold storage 
plants. 

Rates are at present divided into three categories which will be 
subject to revision when the Corporation takes over the electric 
supply. 

(1) Light and power for domestic use, based on a sliding scale of 
20 cents per unit up to 30 units ; 16 cents per unit over 30 and 
up to and including 70; and 8 cents per unit for all over 70 
units. In addition, a floor area charge of 30 cents for every 
500 sq. ft. 

(2) Commercial light and power, 16 cents for the first 100 hours use 
of assessed connected load, 12 cents for the next 100 hours, and 
8 cents for all additional units. 
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(3) Industrial power for 1 h.p. and over, 10 cents per unit for the 
first 100 hours use of assessed connected load, and 8 cents per 
unit for all additional units. In addition, $1.20 per month is 
charged on every horse-power connected. 


TELEPHONE SERVICE 


The telephone service, which includes radio-telephone communica- 
tion with the St. Vincent Grenadines (Union and Bequia), consists of 
a two-position central battery switchboard at Kingstown, equipped 
for 240 direct lines. There are, however, owing to the large demand 
for telephones, quite a few party lines, bringing the actual number of 
telephones connected through the board to 270. 

District Magneto exchanges connected to the main board are 
situated at Georgetown, Mesopotamia, Calliaqua and Barrouallie. 
All exchanges provide, on payment of a small fee, call office facilities 
and practically the whole island is covered by the system. 

The number of subscribers directly connected to exchanges is 350. 
The reconstruction of the whole system is now the subject of serious 
consideration, and a complete survey was made by Mr. Harvey Smith, 
of the British Post Office, and Colonel Bloodworth, of Cable and 
Wireless, during 1950, with that object in view. 

In view of the condition of the plant, no new subscribers are being 
connected, unless a question of grave urgency arises. 


COLD STORAGE 


The cold storage plant consists of two compressors with an ice- 
making capacity of four tons each driven by two electric motors of 
30 h.p. each. One compressor is used for making ice, and the other 
for cooling five rooms with a total capacity of 6,600 cubic feet. Ice 
is sold retail directly from the Cold Store, the demand being greater 
than the supply. 

This ancillary of the Electricity Department will be taken over by 
the Colonial Development Corporation when the Hydro-Electric | 
Scheme is completed ; and it is their intention to increase the ice- 
making output and enlarge the cold storage. 


BROADCASTING 


No broadcasting facilities exist in St. Vincent. A Windward Island 
Scheme is, however, under examination. 


Chapter 11 : Communications 
SHIPPING 
There has not yet been a full-scale resumption of the regular steamship 


passenger and cargo services to and from the Colony. Occasional 
cargo calls, however, continued to be made by vessels of the Canadian 
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National and Alcoa Steamship Lines. These offer limited passenger 
accommodation, which is supplemented by periodic visits from ships 
of French lines both north-bound and south-bound. In addition 
north-bound and south-bound calls are made throughout the year by 
smaller motor vessels operating between Barbados, the Windward 
Islands and the Netherlands West Indies. 


AIR 


Since the new seadrome at Villa has been in operation, Diamond 
Airfield has been out of use. The St. Vincent Government Air Service, 
operated with Grumman amphibian aircraft chartered from British 
Guiana Airways, connects St. Vincent with Trinidad, Barbados, St. 
Lucia, Grenada and Dominica. 


ROADS 


Expenditure of local funds has enabled the reconstruction of one 
more mile of the Vigie Highway, the reconstruction of portions of the 
Kingstown Park road and the Sion Hill village road, the reconstruction 
of drains along section V of the Windward Highway and of a large 
culvert crossing at Peters’ Hope on the Leeward Highway, and also 
the widening and improvement of the drainage to Edinboro village. 

The roads leading from Murray Road to the Preparatory and 
Grammar Schools have also been improved. 

A large culvert has been constructed under the Windward Highway 
at Calliaqua to permit the safe-exit of storm water which, in former 
years, has caused flooding of the town. The original mountain trail 
leading from South Rivers village up to the site of the head works for 
the Hydro-Electric Project has been made passable for motor trucks. 

Drainage has been improved at Stubbs, Kingstown Park and Mont- 
rose, and new retaining walls have been constructed at Sion Hill, 
Mesopotamia and Camden Park. 

Unemployed persons in the southern area of the Colony were 
provided with work on roads which have been financed from local 
funds. The road from Fountain Gap to the Belair Bridge, the Botanic 
Gardens road, the Murray Village road and about one and a half miles 
of the Dorsetshire Hill road have been modernised. 

Local funds have also provided a four-span reinforced concrete 
bridge 111 feet long at Three Rivers. 

Cloud bursts and floods on 13th and 22nd October, 1950, caused 
extensive damage to the Colony’s road system. Rainfall readings of 
eight inches in two hours were recorded. The Windward Highway, 
the Vigie Highway and subsidiary roads in the north and south wind- 
ward districts—Dixon’s, Grand Sable, Byera, Three Rivers, South 
Rivers, Parkhill, Lowmans, Biabou, Simon’s, Hopewell and Meso- 
potamia—were especially affected by flooding and landslides. The 
protective rip-rap stone embankments in the Marriaqua Valley were 
heavily damaged. 

The damage done over the Colony by these cloudbursts could not 
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all be repaired in 1950 and in 1951 a considerable amount had to be 
spent on repairs which were actually suffered the previous year. 


POSTS 


There are 11 post money order offices in St. Vincent but no post 
telegraph office. A branch of Cable and Wireless (West Indies) 
Limited operates in the Colony. 

During 1950 a total of 801,903 postal articles were dealt with as 
compared with 725,028 for the previous year. 


PART III 
Chapter 1: Geography and Climate 


THE island of St. Vincent is situated in the Caribbean Sea at longitude 
about 61° 14’ west and latitude about 13° 9’ north. Its total area, 
including its Grenadines dependencies, is about 150 square miles. 

The main island is about 133 square miles in area, with a maximum 
length of 18 miles and width of 11 miles. It is roughly elliptical in 
shape, with its long axis approximately north-south. A backbone of 
thickly wooded mountains extending along the main axis divides the 
island into Windward and Leeward districts. The topography is 
very broken, and numerous spurs run down in irregular ridges from 
the axial range to the sea. 

The populations of the main districts are as follows : 


Kingstown and suburbs . ; . 14,766 
Calliaqua : : . . 9,065 
Georgetown . : : 5,550 
Marriaqua.. ; , 5,214 
Colonarie : A , ; . 4,829 
Chateaubelair ‘ : ; : 4,634 
Layou . : ; : : . 4,152 
Barrouallie . , 3,265 


(These figures are taken from the 1946 census). 


The climate is healthy. There are two seasons : the dry season 
usually extending from January to April, and the wet season from 
May to December. During the period December to April the weather 
is cooler and more pleasant. 

The annual range of temperature usually varies from 67°F. to 89°F., 
with a maximum seldom over 92°F. in the shade. 

The rainfall at the Botanic Station, where records have been kept 
for the longest period, was 107-46 inches in 1950. This was 24-23 
inches more than the total fall for 1949, and 6-45 inches in excess of 
the 56 years’ average of 101-01 for the period 1894-1949. The total 
rainfall for 1951 was 104-07 inches. Distribution was somewhat 
unusual as heavy rains fell during the usually dry months of January— 
April. 

The highest reading of the barometer for 1950 was 29-993 inches 
recorded on 20th March and the lowest 29-757 on 7th November. 
Several stormwarnings were received for neighbouring weather bureaux, 
but in all cases the storms shifted their course. 

At the Kingstown station the mean monthly temperature for 1950 
was 79-13 and for 1951 was 79:32F. No earthquake shocks were 
recorded during the two years. 
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Chapter 2: History 


St. Vincent was originally inhabited by Caribs who were living free 
from care in their beautiful island of Hairoun—“Home of the Blessed’’ 
—when Christopher Columbus discovered the island on 22nd January, 
1498, and named it after the Saint whose martyrdom is celebrated on 
that day. He sailed away, leaving the Caribs in undisputed possession 
—a state which they enjoyed until 1627 when St. Vincent was included 
in a patent given by King Charles I to the Earl of Carlisle. In 1660 
England and France agreed that the island should be neutral, but in 
1672 King Charles II granted it to Lord Willoughby. 

Soon after Lord Willoughby received the island the first people of 
African origin came to St. Vincent. These were a number of slaves 
who had been shipwrecked in the Grenadines and eventually reached 
St. Vincent. They soon intermarried with the Caribs, and before long 
a new type of inhabitant was found in the “Black Carib’. The Yellow 
and Black Caribs could not live happily together, and the Yellow men 
invited the French from Martinique to assist them in getting rid of 
their Black brothers. But the French found these people of virile 
stock hard to conquer, and returned to Martinique within a short 
time. A few decades later the relations between the French and the 
Black Caribs improved, and French settlements were made along the 
Leeward Coast in places which still bear French names—Chateau- 
belair, Petit Bordel, L’Anse Mahaut, etc. It was the French who first 
settled where the capital, Kingstown, now stands, along the spacious 
bay on the south-west, which has often reminded visitors of the words 
of Horace: ‘“‘Nullus in orbe sinus Baiis praelucet amoenis.” The 
influence of the French may still be seen in an old-fashioned paved 
street in the middle of Kingstown. 

When the War of the Austrian Succession was brought to an end 
by the Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle, St. Vincent was declared neutral, 
but was captured by the British only foutreen years later in 1762, in 
the struggle in which England conquered Canada. 

Soon after the conclusion of peace in 1763, European settlers began 
to arrive in St. Vincent. Land that had been held by the Caribs was 
taken or bought for little and given to the newcomers. Such treat- 
ment infuriated the Caribs, who broke into open violence in 1772, and 
continued to fight for their rights for several months, until subdued by 
troops brought from abroad ; they were obliged to come to terms, 
accepting as their portion of the island the fertile north-eastern section. 
A silver medal struck in commemoration of the signing of the peace 
treaty may be seen in the Museum of the Public Library in Kingstown. 
It bears the inscription : ‘‘For Peace and Prosperity to St. Vincent.” 

During the American War of Independence, when France declared 
war on Britain in 1778, St. Vincent fell into the hands of the French. 

Before the end of the eighteenth century England and France were 
again at war, and the French from Martinique stirred up the Caribs 
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to rebel. Led by Chatoyer, the insurgents offered the English much 
greater resistance than they had ever offered in the first Carib War, 
and a dreadful war would have ensued had not Chatoyer, their brilliant 
leader, met his death on Dorsetshire Hill, a ridge overlooking the 
capital, in single combat with Major Alexander Leith, whose remains 
lie beneath the aisle of St. George’s Cathedral, Kingstown. In spite 
of the death of their chief, the Caribs held out until Sir Ralph 
Abercrombie arrived to end the war, which was waged from March, 
1795, until June of the following year. The majority of Caribs, on 
surrendering were deported to the island of Ruatan in the Bay of 
Honduras. Those who were left never again attempted to resist the 
English. Only a few Caribs of pure origin are to be found in the north 
of the island. The most interesting remains of that primitive people 
are the stone axes, knives, etc., now kept in the Museum of the Kings- 
town Library, and some large stones, probably altars, with peculiar 
engravings, which are to be found in different parts of the island. 

After peace was restored to the island, the English planters made 
considerable progress. Sugar, the chief product, brought a good 
price, and to make it easy for planters to convey their sugar to Kings- 
town by land instead of by sea, the Government undertook to maintain 
a satisfsctory road between the Carib Country, the great sugar area, 
and Kingstown, and constructed at Byera Hill, near Georgetown, a 
tunnel 250 ft. long. 

In the eighteen-thirties a great change took place in the economic 
and social structure of the island. Through the efforts of Wilberforce, 
Clarkson, Buxton and others, slavery was abolished in 1834, and 
although England gave considerable compensation to the masters of 
slaves, they were still poorer than before their slaves were liberated, 
and found it extremely difficult to maintain the production of sugar as 
before. The former slaves were unwilling to work for low wages, and 
tried as far as they could to be independent and to acquire lands of 
their own. In 1851 the Lieutenant-Governor, Sir John Campbell, 
wrote about them : “‘As a general rule they possess, beyond all reason- 
able question, most of the essential elements of progress, and in a 
pre-eminent degree, natural intelligence and quickness of perception 
sharpened by a praiseworthy desire to better their condition.” 

Fourteen years after the abolition of slavery, Portuguese were 
imported in fairly large numbers from Madeira to work on the estates, 
and a little more than a decade later East Indians arrived for the same 
purpose. Both the Portuguese and the East Indians are now well 
respected members of the island community. 

In the second half of the last century the price of sugar fell and a 
serious depression set in, which lasted until the end of the century. 
Before prosperity returned, the island suffered a great calamity in the 
hurricane of 1898, which killed about 300 people and damaged many 
buildings. This was followed four years later by a disastrous volcanic 
eruption, which devastated the northern part of the island. These 
disasters shook the morale of the people, who for some time after 
seemed inclined to adopt an oriental fatalistic philosophy. 
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_ At the beginning of the present century steps were taken to amelior- 
ate the condition of the people by the introduction of a peasant land 
settlement scheme, and to assist the scheme an agricultural school was 
established, which functioned for twelve years. In 1903 Sir Daniel 
Morris, Commissioner for Agriculture for the West Indies, introduced 
the growing of Sea Island cotton. But the most profitable product 
of the Colony is arrowroot. 

Prior to the abolition of slavery the Churches were solely responsible 
for education. In 1834 Government made its first grant of £80 
towards education, and by 1849 there were 27 aided primary schools 
receiving a Government grant of £800 per annum, and a co-educational 
secondary school was opened with a roll of 19 pupils. But unfortun- 
ately the ravages of yellow fever in 1853 and of cholera in 1854 led to 
the closing of the secondary school and most of the primary schools 
in 1855. Education struggled on with a “chequered career’ until 
1908, when both primary and secondary education were established 
on a sound basis and a resident inspector of schools was appointed. 
In 1922 Government decided to award biennially a scholarship tenable 
for five years at any university in the British Empire. 

St. Vincent is at present progressing and much has changed in the 
last fifty years ; it is to be hoped that still greater progress will be made 
through the assistance given under the Colonial Development and 
Welfare Act, which has already brought improvements, inter alia, in 
agriculture, sanitation, town-planning, roads and schools. 

The first Village Councils’ Ordinance was passed in 1948, making 
provision for the establishment of Village Councils and administration 
of villages by these Councils. 

The Small Towns Regulation (Amendment) Ordinances, also passed 
in 1948, provide for the establishment of partly elected and partly 
nominated Boards with an elected majority. 


Chapter 3: Administration 
CONSTITUTION 


The Government of St. Vincent originally consisted of a Governor, 
Council and Assembly. In 1856 an Executive Council was created. 
In 1867 the Constitution was found no longer suited to the altered 
circumstances of the Colony, and the House of Assembly and the 
Legislative Council were abrogated and a single Legislative Assembly 
‘was created, composed of 12 members—3 ex officio, 3 nominated by 
the Crown and 6 elected by the people. 

This Constitution in turn was abrogated by an Act of the local 
Legislature, and until December, 1924, the Legislative Council con- 
sisted of official and unofficial members nominated and appointed by 
the Crown. 
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By an Order in Council dated March, 1924, as amended by Order 
in Council dated February, 1931, a partly elected Legislative Council 
was constituted, consisting of the Governor, 3 ex officio members, 
1 nominated official member, 1 nominated unofficial member and 
3-elected members. The island was divided into three electoral 
districts, each returning one elected member. It was provided that 
an election should take place every three years, and elections under 
this Constitution took place in 1925, 1928 and 1931. 

A new Legislative Council for the Colony of St. Vincent was con- 
stituted by Order of His Majesty in Privy Council, dated 27th October, 
1936. The unofficial representation was increased from 3 elected and 
1 nominated to 5 elected and 3 nominated members, while the official 
membership was reduced to two in number. The Colony was divided 
into five electoral districts, the Grenadines for the first time being 
constituted a district. 

A new Constitution was given to the Colony by Order ; in Council 
dated Ist August, 1951. This provided for a Legislative Council 
consisting of the Administrator, two ex officio members, three nomin- 
ated members and eight elected members. The boundaries of the 
electoral districts were re-defined, as closely as possible, on a popula- 
tion basis. This increased representation, allowing for a clear 
unofficial majority, was accompanied by a grant of the franchise to all 
persons attaining the age of 21 years. The first elections under this 
improved constitution took place on 15th October, 1951. 

There is an Executive Council consisting of two, or, if the Governor 
is present in the Executive Council, three ex officio members, one 
member, being a person holding a public office in the island, styled the 
official member and one member, being a nominated member of the 
Legislative Council, styled the nominated member, both of whom are 
appointed by the Governor by Instrument under the Public Seal of the 
Island ; and three members, being elected by the Legislative Council 
from among its elected members, and styled the elected members. 


ADMINISTRATIVE ORGANISATION 


Government employees at the end of 1950 numbered 1,035, and at 
the end of 1951, 1,079, not including daily paid labourers and casual 
workers. 

An Organisation and Methods Survey of Government departments 
was begun in February, 1951, with a view to improving the service 
given to the public where possible, and to eliminating redundant staff. 
On the recommendation of the Efficiency Expert who carried out the 
Survey the Administration was strengthened by the appointment of an 
Assistant Administrator and Establishment Officer whose duties 
includes the disposition of staff and all personnel matters. 


Local Government 

Town Boards exist in Kingstown, the capital, and in Georgetown, 
Calliaqua, Layou, Barrouallie and Chateaubelair and in Port Elizabeth 
on the island of Bequia. 
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Kingstown Board. The Kingstown Board is a body corporate con- 
sisting of eight persons, all of whom are elected members. The term 
of office is limited to two years, but members are eligible for re-election. 


Local Authorities. During 1950 the powers of Local Authorities 
continued as provided in the Small Town Regulation Ordinance, 
Chapter 211, and its several amendments. It was, however, found to 
be inconvenient to administer several Ordinances dealing with different 
aspects and varying degrees of local government in towns and rural 
areas, and in 1951 the Local Government Ordinance was passed, to 
include in one Ordinance all the necessary provisions relating to these 
matters. 

The Ordinance provides for the division of the Colony into urban 
and village districts ; the existing Small Towns became urban districts, 
and the Governor in Council was empowered to define village districts 
by order from time to time. The local authorities for the Small 
Towns are called Town Boards and for village districts, Village 
Councils. An important development is the change in the qualifica- 
tion of electors and of members of a local authority. All that is now 
necessary is that such a person should be a British subject, of full age, 
able to read and write the English language, and should be resident 
in the district in which he votes or seeks election. 

Each local authority consists of six persons, at least four of whom 
are elected. The members select one of their number to be chairman. 


PUBLIC RELATIONS 


In spite of its proved usefulness, the Public Relations Department 
as such had to be abolished during 1951 on account of the Colony’s 
financial difficulties. The service rendered by the Department was, 
however, grafted on to the Labour Department. The St. Vincent 
Welfare News under the new name Challenge continued to seek to 
carry out its aim of interpreting Government policy to the public. 


Chapter 4: Weights and Measures 


Imperial weights and measures are in use in the Colony. 


Chapter 5: Newspapers and Periodicals 


One newspaper is published weekly: The Vincentian. The Saint 
Vincent Government Gazette is also issued weekly, while Challenge, 
sponsored by the Government, is issued bi-monthly. 


Chapter 6: Reading List 


The following is a list of the main reports and memoranda on the 
Colony. A separate list of Government publications available for 
sale to the public is annexed as Appendix VIII. 


Admiralty Charts, No. 791, 1908 ; No. 501, 1932. - 

ANDERSON, R. M. (editor), The St. Vincent Handbook. 5th edition. 
Kingston, “‘Vincentian” Office, 1938. 

ANDERSON, R. M. (editor). Notes and Reflections on St. Vincent, 
with chronology from 1498-1930. Kingston, 1930. 

Authentic papers relative to the expedition against the Charibbs and the 
sale of lands in the island of St. Vincent. London, Almon, 1773. 

BRISBANE, SIR CHARLES. Communications from Sir Charles Brisbane, 
Governor of St. Vincent, to the House of Assembly of that colony 
. . . enclosing certain bills for meliorating the condition of, and for 
emancipating the slave population of the colony. 1826. 
Communications from Sir Charles Brisbane, K.C.B., Governor of 
St. Vincent to the House of Assembly of that colony enclosing 
Lord Bathurst’s despatch of the 9th July, with the joint reply 
of the Council and Assembly ; and a letter depicting alarm and 
danger excited by the insurrection in Demerara. 1823. 

EARLE, K. W. Geology of St. Vincent and the neighbouring Grenadines. 
Kingston, 1924. 

MUSGRAVE, T. B. C. Historical sketch of the colony of St. Vincent. 
Kingston, 1891. 

SHEPHARD, CHARLES. An Historical Sketch of the island of St. Vincent. 
London, Nicol, 1831. 

URING, NATHA. A relation of the late intended settlement of the 
islands of St. Lucia and St. Vincent in America ; in right of the 
Duke of Montagu and under His Grace’s direction and orders in 
the year 1722. London, J. Peele, 1725. 

YOuNG, SiR W. Account of the black Charaibs in the island of St. 
Vincent, with the Charaib treaty of 1779 (sic 1773) and other 
original documents compiled from the papers of the late Sir W. Y. 
1795. 


AGRICULTURE 
Agricultural Credit 


Memorandum, by the Superintendent of Agriculture (C. K. ROBINSON, 
M.B.E., D.I.C.T.A., M.S.). 

Report on an Investigation of Credit Facilities for Small Cultivators 
in the Windward Islands (1945), by E. L. Jack, Chairman of the 
Jamaica Loans Societies Board. 


Agricultural Policy 


Memorandum on an Agricultural Policy for St. Vincent (as presented 
by the Land Settlement and Development Board and adopted 
by the Legislative Council, 1946). 
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Agricultural Staff 

Memorandum, by the Superintendent of Agriculture (C. K. ROBINSON). 

Land Settlement 

Land Settlement and Development Ordinance, 1945. 

Memorandum (1944), by the Superintendent of Agriculture (C. K. 
ROBINSON). 


Livestock Policy: 
Memorandum (1949), by the Superintendent of Agriculture (M. A. G. 
HANSCHELL). 


Marketing of Local Produce | 
Memorandum, by the Superintendent of Agriculture (C. K. ROBINSON). 


Processing 

Memorandum (1944), by the Superintendent of Agriculture (C. K. 
ROBINSON), on Arrowroot Research. 

Report, by A. R. WILLIAMSON, B.Sc., on the Organisation, Technique 
and Equipment of the Arrowroot Industry in Saint Vincent, together 
with recommendations for its future. 

Memorandum (1944), by the Superintendent of Agriculture (C. K. 
ROBINSON), on Co-operative Factories. 

Memorandum (1944), by the Superintendent of Agriculture (C. K. 
ROBINSON), on Government Cotton Ginneries. 

Report, by Mr. P. W. BriIGGs, on Cotton Ginneries in the Leeward and 
Windward Islands and Barbados—18th March-17th September. 


Soil Conservation 


Memorandum (1944), by the Superintendent of Agriculture (C. K. 
ROBINSON). 


CENSUS 


Preliminary Report on the Census Returns of 1946, by the Saint 
Vincent Census Officer (R. N. Jack, Labour Commissioner). 
Preliminary Report on the Census of Agriculture, by the Saint Vincent 

Census Officer (R. N. Jack, Labour Commissioner). 


CIVIL SERVICE 


Report (1944) of Committee under the chairmanship of K. W. 
BLACKBURNE, C.M.G., O.B.E., Administrative Secretary to the 
Comptroller for Development and Welfare in the West Indies, 
on questions of staffing of Government Departments and of Salaries 
of Civil Servants in Saint Vincent. 

Report (1948), of Committee on revision of salaries of Government 
employees, and of wages of Government labourers. 

Civil Service List, 1949 (Revised as at Ist July, 1949). 


COMMUNICATIONS. 


Preliminary Report (August, 1944), by S. R. H. BEARD, M.I.Mech.E., 
Harbour Engineer, Trinidad, on Kingstown Port Improvements. 


READING LIST 49 


Supplementary Report (October, 1944) on Kingstown Port Improvements. 

Report on Fact-Finding Meeting on Shipping for British Caribbean 
Area, held at Headquarters of the Comptroller for Development 
and Welfare in Barbados in July, 1947. 

Memorandum (January, 1944), by the Superintendent of Public Works 
(G. A. GRANT), on a Ten-Year Road Construction Scheme for 
Saint Vincent. 


DEVELOPMENT 


A Plan of Development for St. Vincent, 1946-56, compiled and edited by 
BERNARD GIBBS, Government Secretary, under the direction of 
R. H. Garvey, C.M.G., M.B.E., Administrator of Saint Vincent. 


ECONOMICS 


Memorandum on the National Income of St. Vincent, 1942, by Dr. 
FREDERICK BENHAM, Ph.D., B.Sc. (Econ.), sometime Economic 
Advisor to the Comptroller for Development and Welfare in the 
West Indies. 

Report (1943) on the Public Finances of St. Vincent, by DR. FREDERICK 
BENHAM, Ph.D., B.Sc. (Econ.). 


EDUCATION 


Memorandum (1943), by S. A. HAMMOND, C.M.G., M.A., Educational 
Adviser to the Comptroller for Development and Welfare in the 
West Indies, on Education in St. Vincent. 

Memorandum (1946) on Suggestions for a School-Building Programme, 
by the Education Officer (J. W. Forrest, M.A.). 


FISHING INDUSTRY 
Memorandum (1945) on the Fishing Industry in St. Vincent and the 
St. Vincent Grenadines, by Dr. H. H. Brown, M.A., Ph.D., 
Director of Fishery Investigations in the British West Indies. 


FORESTRY 


Report (1944) on Forestry in St. Vincent, by the Cansemater of Forests, 
Trinidad and Tobago, after preliminary visits by J. S. BEARD, 
Assistant Conservator. 


GEOLOGY 


A Geological Investigation at the Soufriere Volcano, April, 1946, by 
Dr. A. SENN, Geologist attached to the British Union Oil Co., 
Ltd., Barbados. 

The Geology of St. Vincent and the neighbouring Grenadines, by 
KENNETH W. EARLE., M.Sc., Ss. 


HEALTH 


Proposals for a Poilcy for the Medical Department, St. Vincent, 
particularly in respect of the ten-year period, 1946-56, by the 
Senior Medical Officer (Dr. W. L. Wess, M.B., D.P. H.). 


50 ST. VINCENT 


Report of a Malaria Survey (1944) of St. Vincent, by Dr. L. J. CHARLEs, 
M.B., Malariologist, Leeward—Windward Islands. 


HOUSING 


Report upon a Survey of Housing and Sanitary Conditions undertaken 
in St. Vincent during 1940-42, by the Senior Medical Officer 
(Dr. W. L. Wess, M.B., D.P.H.). 

Report on Town and Country Planning and Housing in St. Vincent 
(1944), by R. GARDINER-MEDWIN, Town Planning Adviser to the 
Comptroller for Development and Welfare in the West Indies. 

Second Report on Town and Country Planning and Housing in St. 
Vincent (1944), by R. GARDINER-MEDWIN, Town Planning Adviser 
to the Comptroller for Development and Welfare in the West 
Indies. 


PUBLIC UTILITIES 


Memorandum (1946) on Electricity Supply and Proposed Hydro-Electric 
Development in St. Vincent, by GEORGE RODDAM, Hydraulic and 
Electric Engineer and Water Adviser to the Comptroller for 
Development and Welfare in the West Indies. 

Report on Water Supplies and Water Power in St. Vincent, by GEORGE 
RODDAM, M.I.E.E., Water Adviser to the Comptroller for 
Development and Welfare in the West Indies. 

Report, by C. J. KettH, General Superintendent of Plant, Trinidad 
Consolidated Telephones, Ltd., on survey of the Saint Vincent 
Telephone System, carried out 16th-30th March, 1945. 

Report (May, 1946), by PREECE, CARDEW and RIDER, Consulting 
Engineers to the Crown Agents for the Colonies, on the Saint 
Vincent Telephone System. 


SOCIAL WELFARE 


Report (1943) on Social Welfare in the Windward Islands, by T. S. 
SIMEY, sometime Social Welfare Adviser to the Comptroller for 
Development and Welfare in the West Indies. 

Report on a Visit to St. Vincent (1945), by Miss D. IBBERSON, Social 
Welfare Adviser to the Comptroller for Development and Welfare 
in the West Indies. 


UNITED KINGDOM GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS 


Obtainable from H. M. Stationery Office at the addresses shown on 
inside back cover, or through any bookseller. Prices in brackets 
include postage. 


Report of the West Indian Conference held in Barbados, 21st-30th 
March, 1944. Colonial No. 187, 1944. 6d. (74d.) 

Closer Association of the British West Indian Colonies. Cmd. 7120, 
1947. 9d. (103d.). 


READING LIST 51 


Conference on the Closer Association of the British West Indian Colonies 
Montego Bay, Jamaica, 11th September to 19th September, 1947. 
Part I: Report. Cmd. 7291, 1948. 9d. (11d.). Part II: Pro- 
ceedings. Colonial No. 218, 1948. 3s. (3s. 3d.). 

British Dependencies in the Caribbean and North Atlantic, 1939-1952. 
Cmd. 8575, 1952. 3s. 6d. (3s. 8d). 

Report of the British Caribbean Standing Closer Association Committee, 
1948-49. Colonial No. 255. 3s. (3s. 3d.) 

Report of the Commission on the Unification of the Public Services in the 
British Caribbean Area. Colonial No. 254. 2s. (2s. 2d.) 

Report of the Commission on the Establishment of a Customs Union in 
the British Caribbean Area, 1948-50. Colonial No. 268, 1950. 
Ts. 6d. (7s. 10d.) 

West India Royal Commission Report. Cmd. 6607, 1945. Out of 


print. 
Development and Welfare in the West Indies, 


1940-42. Colonial No. 184, 1943. 1s. 6d. (1s. 8d.) 
1943-44. Colonial No. 189, 1945. Out of print. 
1945-46. Colonial No. 212, 1947. 3s. (3s. 2d.) 
1947-49. Colonial No. 264, 1950. 4s. 6d. (4s. 9d.) 
1950 Colonial No..269, 1951. 4s. 6d. (4s. 9d.) 
1951 Colonial No. 282, 1952. 4s. 6d. (4s. 9d.) 


Agriculture in the West Indies. Colonial No. 182, 1942. Out of print. 

West India Royal Commission Report on Agriculture, Fisheries, 
Forestry and Veterinary Matters, by F. L. ENGLEDOW. Cmd. 
6608, 1945. 3s. 6d. (3s. 10d.) 

Colonial Primary Products Second Report. January, 1949. Colonial 
No. 238, 1949. 1s. (1s. 2d. 

Report on Production of Fish in the Colonial Empire, by Dr. C. F. 
HICKLING. Colonial No. 237, 1949. 4d. (5$d.) 

Nutrition in the West Indies. Report by B. S. PLatr. Colonial No. 
195, 1946. 9d. (11d.) 

Labour Conditions in the West Indies. Report by G. St. J. ORDE 
BROWNE. Cmd. 6070, 1939. 3s. 6d. (3s. 9d.) 

Report of a Commission appointed to consider problems of Education 
in Trinidad, Barbados, Leeward Islands and Windward Islands, 
1931-32. Colonial No. 79, 1933. Out of print. 

Report of the West Indies Committee of the Commision on Higher 
Education in the Colonies. Cmd. 6654, 1944. 1s. 3d. (1s. 5d.) 

Report on West Indian Shipping Services. Commonwealth Shipping 
Committee. 1948. 1s. (1s. 2d.) 
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APPENDIX III 


CUSTOMS TARIFF 


Article 


Boots and Shoes (canvas 
with rubber soles) 
Boots and Shoes (where the 
outer part of the 
uppers is made of lea- 
ther or leather and 
elastic) 

Boots and Shoes (other 
kinds) 

Flour, wheaten 

Fish, dried 

Rice 

Machinery—electrical, mar- 
ine, water and sewer- 
age and industrial 

Machinery—agricultural 


Sugar, refined 
Sugar, unrefined 
Hardware—all kinds 


Hosiery—cotton and cotton 
and artificial silk 7d. 
and under per pair 
value 

Hosiery—cotton and cotton 
and artificial silk over 
7d. per pair value 

Hosiery—silk 


Bread biscuits, 
— sweetened 

Bread, other kinds 

Cement 

Milk, condensed or pre- 
served 

Milk, other kinds 


etc., un- 


Preferential 
Tariff 


10 per cent ad 
valorem 

124 per cent ad 
valorem 


124 per cent ad 
valorem 

5s. per 196 Ib. 

1s. 3d. per 100 lb. 

1s. 3d. per 100 lb. 

10 per cent ad 
valorem 


5 per cent ad 
valorem 
6s. 6d. per 100 Ib. 
2s. 1d. per 100 Ib. 
124 per cent ad 
valorem 
124 per cent ad 
valorem 


124 per cent ad 
valorem 


124 per cent ad 
valorem 


ls. 8d. per 100 Ib. 
12s. 6d. per 100 Ib. 
4d. per 100 Ib. 

4s. 2d. per 100 Ib. 


124 per cent ad 
valorem 


37 


General 
Tariff 


10 per cent ad 

valorem 
124 per cent ad 
valorem and 3s. per 
pair 


18? per cent ad 
valorem 

7s. 6d. per 196 lb. 

3s. 4d. per 100 lb. 

3s. per 100 Ib. 

15 per cent ad 
valorem 


10 per cent ad 
valorem 
9s 9d. per 100 lb. 
6s. 3d. per 100 Ib. 
22% per cent ad 
valorem 
124 per cent ad 
valorem and 6d. 


per pair 


124 per cent ad 
valorem and 7d. 
per pair 

124 per cent ad 
valorem and 9d. 
per pair 

2s. 6d. per 100 Ib. 


25s. per 100 Ib. 
2s. per 100 lb. 
8s. 4d. per 100 Ib. 


18? per cent ad 
valorem 
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Article 
Cheese 
Oils, edible, lucca, olive 
and similar oils, cotton 
seed, soya bean, etc. 
Kerosene 
Oils, Lubricating 
Paint 
Medicinal 
Motor Spirit, etc. 
Soap, fancy 


Soap, common 

Tobacco, manufactured— 
cigars and cigarettes 

Tobacco, snuffs and other 
manufactured tobacco 

Tobacco, unmanufactured, 
leaf-black 

Tobacco, leaf—other kinds 

Wood, lumber 

Motor cars and trucks 


Motor Cars (Wholly British) 
Motor-car parts 


Motor-car (parts wholly 
British) 
Motor-car tyres and tubes 


Meats—beef and pork 
Metals 


Manures 

Butter 

Butter substitutes 

Cotton piece-goods (value 
ls. and under per yard) 

Cotton piece-goods (value 
over ls. per yard) 


ST. VINCENT 


Preferential 
Tariff 
10s. per 100 1b. 
ls. per gallon 


3d. per gallon 
10d. per gallon 
8d. per gallon 

9d. per gallon 
104d. per gallon 
124 per cent ad 

valorem 

5s. per 100 Ib. 


10s. 5d. per Ib. 
5s. 6d. per Ib. 


2s. per lb. 


5s. per lb. 
Ts. 6d. per 1,000 ft. 
10 per cent-ad 
valorem 
74 per cent ad 
valorem 
10 per cent ad 
valorem 
74 per cent ad 
valorem 
15 per cent ad 
valorem 
6s. per 100 Ib. 
1234 per cent ad 
valorem 
Free 
10s. 5d. per 100 lb. 
4s. 2d. per 100 Ib. 
10 per cent ad 
valorem 
124 per cent ad 
valorem 


General 
Tariff 
25s. per 100 Ib. 
ls. 6d. per gallon 


3d. per gallon 

ls. 3d. per gallon 

ls. per gallon 

ls. 3d. per gallon 

ls. 6d. per gallon 

182 per cent ad 
valorem 

Ts. 6d. per 100 lb. 


15s. 8d. per lb. 
8s. 3d. per lb. 


2s. per Ib. 


Ss. per lb. 

lls. 3d. per 1,000 ft. 

35 per cent ad 
valorem 


35 per cent ad 
valorem 


35 per cent ad 
valorem 

9s. per 100 Ib. 

22% per cent ad 
valorem 

Free 

25s. per 100 Ib. 

6s. 3d. per 100 lb. 

15 per cent ad 
valorem 

18? per cent ad 
valorem 


Except in a few instances the ad valorem duty levied is 12} per cent 
preferential tariff and 18? per cent general tariff. 

A surtax of 10 per cent, levied from 1943, is at present still collected 
on the duties imposed on all the items listed except boots, flour, fish, 
rice, milk and tobacco, unmanufactured, leaf-black, which are exempt, 
and all other tobacco and alcoholic spirits, on which the rate is 20 


per cent. 


On every dollar or part thereof 
For the first 
On the next 


APPENDIX IV 


INCOME TAX SCHEDULE 


$500 
$500 
$500 
$500 
$500 
$500 
$500 
$500 
$500 
$500 
$2,500 
$2,500 
$2,500 
$2,500 


remainder of the 
chargeable income 


in Companies : 30 cents on every dollar of the chargeable income. 


3 cents 
4 cents 
7 cents 
9 cents 
12 cents 
16 cents 
20 cents 
25 cents 
30 cents 
35 cents 
40 cents 
45 cents 
50 cents 
65 cents 


78 cents 
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Tax 
$15.00 
$35.00 
$70.00 

$115.00 
$175.00 
$255.00 
$355.00 
$480.00 
$630.00 
$805.00 
$1,805.00 
$2,930.00 
$4,180.00 
$5,805.00 


At 
$500 
$1,000 
$1,500 
$2,000 
$2,500 
$3,000 
$3,500 
$4,000 
$4,500 
$5,000 
$7,500 
$10,000 
$12,500 
$15,000 


APPENDIX V 
STAMP DUTIES 


Admission to act as a barrister 

Admission to act as a solicitor 

Affidavit or declaration in lieu thereof 

Agreement under hand, when the subject-matter is of the 
value of £5 and not exceeding £25 

For each additional £25 or part thereof 

Agreement for the purchase of or otherwise dealing with 
real estate when such purchase or dealing is to be 
carried out by subsequent deed ‘ 

Agreements not otherwise charged for . 

Appraisement of goods, chattels, etc., over the value of 

10 


Assignment of property where the value does not exceed 
£50 


For every additional £50 or part thereof . 
Bank cheques 


Bills of exchange and promissory notes. up to three days 


sight . 
Bills of entry for goods imported through Post Office. 
Bills of exchange and promissory Rene era kinds— 
not exceeding £1 
Exceeding £1 and not exceeding £10 
Exceeding £10 and not exceeding £25 
Exceeding £25 and not exceeding £50 
Exceeding £50 and not exceeding £75 
Exceeding £75 and not exceeding £100 __—_.. 
For each additional £25 or ae thereof exceeding £100 
Bills of lading 
Bills of health 
Bills of sale absolute 
Bills of sale by way of security 
Bonds for any sum not exceeding £100 
For each additional £50 or part thereof 
Bottomry Bond . 
Bond of Indemnity, sum not specified — 
Conveyance or transfer on sale of real property when the 
amount or value does not exceed £10 . 
Exceeding £10 and not exceeding £25 
Exceeding £25 and not exceeding £50 
For each additional £50 or part thereof 
Certificates : 
Of admission to practice as notary 
Of landing of goods 
Of naturalisation 
Of birth, marriage or death 
60 
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APPENDIX V: STAMP DUTIES 


Customs ships’ manifests. 
Customs bills of entry inwards . 
Customs bills of entry for warehousing 
Shipping bill ; ; : 
Legacies : 
Where the legacy amounts to £50 and does not exceed 
£100 


For every additional £50 or part thereof . 
Licence for marriage . 
Mortgage of real property! for every £100 or fractional 
part. 
Release of mortgage 
Notarial Act of any kind except Protest of a Bill of 
Exchane or Promissory Note 
Policy of Insurance—Life : 
For every £100 or part of amount insured 
Policy of Insurance—Fire, etc. : 
For every payment by way of indemnity 
Power of attorney or substitution 
Protest of any bill of exchange . 
Receipt for the payment of £1 and upwards , 
Probate of will and letters of administration (including g 
issue of certificate) where personal estate 
Does not exceed £50 
Exceeds £50 and does not exceed £100. 
For every additional £100 or fractional part 
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APPENDIX VI 
MAIN IMPORTS 


SS COC 


Value—$ 


1950 1951 


| Quantity 
| 1950 1951 

Beer, Ale and Stout (gall.) . ; 16,816 16,555 
Butter (Ib.) ; 67,189 100,798 
Butter Substitutes (Ib.) ; / 19,449 15,088 
Cheese (Ib.) ; 45,337 18,264 
Coffee, raw and prepared (Ib.) ; 18,147 16,750 
Confectionery (Ib.) , 52,666 45,419 
Fish, salted and smoked (ib. ) : 387,285 563,762 
Rice Gb; 1,761,328 | 2,056,062 
Flour, wheaten (Ib. Os: ; ; 4,485,068 | 5, 252. 543 
Meat, salted, canned: Bacon 

and Hams ‘(lb.) 127,299 85,021 
Milk, condensed etc. (Ib.) . 100,204 83,785 
Salt, coarse (Ib.) : 655,660 867,574 
Tea (Ib.) . : 5,374 8,111 
Tobacco, unmanufactured (Ib.) ; 21,357 21,368 
Cigarettes (Ib.) . ; 24,829 19,974 
Tobacco Leaf, other kinds (Ib. yx 22,977 26,855 
Motor Spirit ‘(gall.) , 207,626 208,016 
Painters’ Colours and Materials 

lb.) _ | 136,207 111,665 
Soap, laundry (Ib.) ; aad 21,556 10,255 
Lumber (feet). . | 824,447 | 744,850 
Boots and Shoes (doz. prs.) | 4,349 5,834 
Cement (tons) . 2,525 2,799 
Cotton Piece-Goods (sq. yds.) 677,145 669,499 





Artificial Silk Piece-Goods (sa. yds. ) 
Glassware ‘ 
Hardware 


| 
Metals and Manufactures ; . | sie 


Total Imports 
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173,077 159,810 


ee 


3,941,997 | 4,492,858 


Digitized by Google 
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APPENDIX VI continued 


MAIN EXPORTS 


em A RA a aN NN ae 






Quantity Value—$ 


| 1951 1950 1951 
a a ee eee eae ae E URE! ae Da OA en ee 
Arrowroot (Ib.) . ... | 6,340,357 | 8,016,731 | 944,581 | 1,309,612 
Coconuts (no.).  .  . 11,193 14,519 465 785 







Copra (Ib.) 
Cassava Starch (lb. 


- 3,000,859 | 2 706,904 | 298,612 | 263,871 
Cotton—Sea [sland (b.) 


21,445 | 456,193 34,820 39,977 
388,487 | 338,012 seats 373,529 


Goats (no.) 2,173 2,893 9,61 13,933 
Sheep (no.) 909 1,732 5,499 10,876 
Pigs (no.) 1,151 | 829 | 16,941 | 21,202 
Horses (no.) 39 | 10 21,468 7 
Groundnuts (ib.) 380,484 | 371,990 75,970 74,603 
Mace (Ib.) : : 13,276 ,200 9,648 6,046 
Nutmegs (lb.)_ . 82,001 53,945 32,465 | 24,644 
Potatoes (bags of approx. 160 Ib.) 24,532 15,348 131,88 81,799 
Sugar (tons) . ; 253 700 35,777 114,174 
Turtle Shell (b.) 445 1,247 957 1,498 
Corn (1b.) 24,986 3,100 1,182 186 
Total Exports cueing pee 2,104,134 | 3,323,530 
Total Re-exports : 66 
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APPENDIX VII 


ADMINISTRATIVE ORGANISATION 


ADMINISTRATION 


Administrator : ($4,800, duty allowance $960, transport allowance 
$480)—W. F. Coutts, M.B.E., M.A. 

Assistant Administrator and Establishment Officer : ($4,080, transport 
allowance $240)—C. B. GrsBs. 

Government Secretary: ($2,400 to $2,880)}—A. V. KING. 

Principal Clerk : ($1,680 to $2,160)—A. L. SAMUEL. 


AGRICULTURE 


Agricultural Superintendent and Chief Forest Officer: ($2,880 to 
$3,600 (Qualification Bar at $3,120), transport allowance $608)— 
J. M. Cave, D.LC.T.A. 

Agricultural Officer : ($2,400 to $2,880, transport allowance $480)— 
H. S. McConnlg, B.Sc. (McGill), D.I.C.T.A. 

Agricultural Assistants : ($1,680 to $2,160, transport allowance $480, 
house allowance $120)— 

1. Windward District—H. A. L. Francis, D.I.C.T.A. 
2. Leeward District—R. I. Morris, Dip. Agric. (Hope, Jamaica). 
3. Southern District—?E. J. HAMILTON, D.I.C.T.A. 

Officer-in-Charge, Camden Park Experiment Station: ($2,640 to 
$3,120, transport allowance $480 and free quarters, all paid from 
Colonial Development and Welfare)—VACANT. 

Agricultural Assistant (Livestock): ($1,440 to $2,160, transport 
allowance $480 and free quarters, all paid from Colonial Develop- 
ment and Welfare)—VACANT. 

Senior Office Assistant (Technical) : ($1,200 to $1,920)— Miss M. E. 
ForpeE. Paid from Colonial Development and Welfare Funds. 


AUDIT 
Principal Clerk (Audit Clerk): ($1,680 to $2,160)—B. B. GITTENS. 


EDUCATION 


Education Officer : ($2,880 to $3,600 (Qualification Bar at $3,120), 
transport and subsistence allowance $840, all paid from Colonial 
Development and Welfare Funds)—C. V. D. HADLEy, B.Sc. 

Inspector of Schools : ($1,680 to $2,160, transport allowance $384)— 
J. J. ANTROBUS. 

Headmaster, Grammar School: ($2,640 to $3,120}—W. M. Lopey, 
M.B.E., M.A. (Durham). : 

Senior Assistant Master, Grammar School: ($1,920 to $2,400)— 
VACANT. 


Headmistress, Girls’ High School: ($2,160 to $2,640)—Miss J. M. 
BucHaNn, M.A., Dip.Ed. 
Senior Assistant Mistress, Girls’ High School: ($1,440 to $1,920)— 
Miss N. Byron, B.A. (Lond.) 
64 





APPENDIX Vil: ADMINISTRATIVE ORGANISATION 65 
ELECTRICITY AND TELEPHONE 


Superintendent: ($2,400 to $2,880, transport allowance $384)— 
N. V. ANDALCIO. 

Assistant Superintendent: ($1,860 to $2,160, transport allowance 
$336)—VACANT. 


JUDICIAL 


Puisne Judge, Windward and Leeward Islands (St. Vincent Circuit) : 
($5,280)—A. R. CooLs-LARTIGUE, K.C-. 

Registrar, Supreme Court and Additional Magistrate: ($1,920 to 
$2,880)—D. H. A. MCNAMARA. 

Magistrate: ($2,400 to $2,880, transport allowance $384)—D. K. 
MCINTYRE. 

Magistrate (3rd District) : See St. Vincent Grenadines District. 


LABOUR 
Labour Commissioner : ($2,400 to $2,880, transport allowance ($384 
—R. N. JACK. 
LEGAL 


Crown Attorney : ($3,600)—P. C. Lewis. 


MEDICAL 


Senior Medical Officer : ($3,840, non-pensionable specialist allowance 
$1,200, transport allowance $288)—Dr. E. D. B. CHARLES, M.D., 
C.M. (McGill), L.M.C.C., M.P.H. (Mich.). 

Medical Superintendent, Belair Health Institute: ($3,360, non- 
pensionable specialists allowance $720, transport allowance 
$480)— VACANT. 

District Medical Officers: ($2,400 to $2,880, transport allowance 
ranging from $192 to $408}—Dr. K. J. E. MCMILLAN, M.B., 
Ch.B. (Edin.); Dr. F. C. Aexis, L.R.C.P., L.R.C.S. (Edin.), 
L.F.P.P.S. (Glasgow) : Dr. H. A. MUNRO, L. R.C.P., L.R.C.S. 
(Edin.), L.R.F.P.S. (Glasgow) ; Dr. M. Zwikrz, M.D. (Univ. 
Beyrouth) ; Dr. W. S. KuLesza, M.B., Ch.B. (Polish School of 
Medicine), D.T.M. & H. (Lond.) ; Dr. K. L. MCNEILLY, M.B., 
B.S. (Lond.). 

Resident Surgeon, Colonial Hospital: ($3,168, non-pensionable 
specialist allowance $1,200, house allowance $288—Dr. S. Gun- 
Munro, M.R.C.S. (Eng.), L.R.C.P. (Lond.), M.B., B.S. (Lond.). 

Physician, Colonial Hospital: ($3,168, non-pensionable specialist 
allowance $1,200, house allowance $288)—Dr. K. P. SWISTERSKI, 
Med. Dip. (Univ. Lwow). 

Nurse Matron, Colonial Hospital: ($864 to $960, house allowance 
$180, uniform allowance $48)—VACANT. 

Steward and Chief Dispenser : ($1,200 to $1,680)—C. E. DAIsgy. 

Sanitary Superintendent: ($1,680 to $2,160, transport allowance 
$384)—T. BRERETON. : 


66 ST. VINCENT 
POLICE 


Superintendent ; ($2,400 to $2,880, uniform allowance $58, transport 
allowance $288)—LT.-CoL. W. I. RANDOLPH, O.B.E. 

Assistant Superintendent : ($1,680 to $2,160, uniform allowance $58, 
transport allowance $288)—CaPTAIN A. L. GENTLE. 


POST OFFICE 
Colonial Postmaster : ($1,920 to $2,400)—G. E. E. WILLIAMS. 


PRISONS 


Superintendent : ($1,680 to $2,160, uniform allowance $58 and free 
quarters)}—C. J. T. ANDERSON. 


PUBLIC WORKS, ROADS AND SURVEYS 


Superintendent : ($2,880 to $3,600 (Qualification bar at $3,120), 
transport allowance $480)—G. A. GRANT. 

Assistant Superintendent of Works : ($1,920 to $2,400, transport allow- 
ance $480}—VACANT. 

Assistant Superintendent of Roads: $1,920 to $2,400, transport 
allowance $480)—M. B. BROWNE. 

Crown Surveyor: ($1,920 to $2,400, transport allowance $480)— 
G. L. E. BAKER. 

Assistant Surveyor : ($1,536 to $1,920, transport allowance $480)— 
VACANT. 

Principal Clerk : ($1,680 to $2,160)}—A. L. SAMUEL. 


ST. VINCENT GRENADINES 


District Officer and Magistrate, District III: ($1,680 to $2,160, 
transport and subsistence allowance $384 and free quarters)— 
F. A. PHILLIPS. 


SOCIAL SERVICES 


Public Assistance and Probation Officer: ($1,032 to $1,440)—V. 
YOUNG. 
SUPPLIES CONTROL 


Controller: ($2,160 to $2,640, transport allowance $240)—A. V. 
SPROTT. 


TREASURY, CUSTOMS, PORT AND EXCISE 


Colonial Treasurer and Collector of Customs: ($3,600, transport 
allowance $264)—V. D. ARCHER. 
Senior Customs and Port Officer : ($1,920 to $2,400, transport allow- 
ance $264)—J. H. D. Cox. 
Income Tax Officer : ($1,920 to $2,400, transport allowance $240)— 
V. C. JOSSE. ar 
Principal Clerks : ($1,680 to $2,160)— 
(Treasury) : Mc. F. SMITH 
A. D. DUNCAN. 
(Customs): A. L. WILLIAMS. 


APPENDIX VIII 
GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS 


Published Price 
Title of Publication or Subscription 
Rate 
Plan of Development, 1946-56 . $7.20 
Administration Reports, 1947 ; : — 
Ordinances, 1949 ar e.g $1.20 
Regulations, Orders in Council, ‘ete. 1949 
(Bound copy) 60 cents. 


Report on Vital Statistics for 1949 : — 

Minutes of Legislative Council v vols. ” 1948 — 

Government Gazette 5 . $6.00 per annum 
24 cents per copy. 


These publications may be purchased from the Crown Agents for 
the Colonies, 4 Millbank, London, S.W.1. 


Printed in Great Britain under the authority of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office 
by Livesey Limited, St. John’s Hill, Shrewsbury 
Wt.4214/62099 K.9 2/53 L.Ltd. 
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COLONIAL OFFICE 


A Selection of Publications 


THE COLONIAL TERRITORIES 
1951-1952 


The record of a year’s progress of Britain’s dependent territories 
towards responsible self-government. 


(Cmd. 8553) | 4s. 6d. By post 4s. 9d. 
COLONIAL DEVELOPMENT 
CORPORATION 


The Report and Accounts for 1951 of the central body 
responsible for administering financial aid for commercial 
projects in the Colonial territories. 

(H.C. 167) 3s. By post 3s. 14d. 


COLONIAL RESEARCH 1951-1952 


Reports of the 
Colonial Research Council. 
Colonial Products Research Council. 
Colonial Social Science Research Council. 
Colonial Medical Research Committee. 


Committee for Colonial Agricultural, Animal Health, and 
Forestry Research. 


Colonial Insecticides Committee. 
Colonial Economic Research Committee. 
Tsetse Fly and Trypanosomiasis Research Committee. 
Colonial Fisheries Advisory Committee. 
Director Anti-Locust Research Centre. 
(Cmd. 8665) 6s. 6d. By post 6s. 10d. 


Obtainable from 
H.M. STATIONERY OFFICE 


at the addresses shown on cover page 3 
or through any bookseller 
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CO Sh tA mn .o.FPO RTS 
ANNUAL REPORTS 
BASUTOLAND GOLD COAST N. RHODESIA 
BECHUANALAND . HONG KONG NYASALAND 
PROTECTORATE JAMAICA SARAWAK 
BRITISH GUIANA KENYA SIERRA LEONE 
BR. HONDURAS FED. OF MALAYA SINGAPORE 
BRUNEI MAURITIUS SWAZILAND 
CYPRUS NIGERIA TRINIDAD 
FIJI NORTH BORNEO UGANDA 
BIENNIAL REPORTS 
ADEN *GIBRALTAR *ST. VINCENT 
*BAHAMAS *GILBERT AND SEYCHELLES 
*BARBADOS ELLICE IS. SOLOMON IS. 
BERMUDA *GRENADA *SOMALILAND 
CAYMAN IS. LEEWARD IS. *TONGA 
DOMINICA NEW HEBRIDES TURKS AND 
*FALKLAND IS.  *ST. HELENA CAICOS IS. 
*GAMBIA ST. LUCIA ZANZIBAR 


*These territories will produce a Report for 1950-51 
and the remainder for 1951-52. 


A standing order for selected Reports or for the 
complete series will be accepted by any one of the 
Sales Offices of H.M. Stationery Office at the following 
addresses : ¢t York House, Kingsway, London, W.C.2; 
+ 423 Oxford Street, London, W.1.; 13a Castle Street, 
Edinburgh, 2; 39 King Street, Manchester, 2; 
2 Edmund Street, Birmingham, 3; 1 St. Andrew’s 
Crescent, Cardiff; Tower Lane, Bristol, 1; 80 
Chichester Street, Belfast. 


A deposit of £6 (six pounds) should accompany 
standing orders for the complete series. 

+ Post Orders for these Sales Offices should be sent 
to P.O. Box 569, London, S.E.1. 


ORDERS MAY ALSO BE PLACED THROUGH ANY BOOKSELLER 
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PART I 
(a) Review of 1952 and 1953 


A PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION was established in the Colony to advise 
on questions affecting the Public Service including the award of Civil 
Service scholarships and those under Colonial Development and 
Welfare schemes. The Commission absorbed the functions of the 
Appointments and Promotions Board and of the Scholarships Com- 
mittee. 

The Report of an inquiry by Mr. C. J. Hodgens, C.B.E., M.C., into 
the salaries and emoluments of the Civil Service of the Windward 
Islands was received and the recommendations for improvements in 
the terms of service proposed in the Report in respect of St. Vincent 
were implemented with effect from Ist January, 1952. 


FINANCE 


The Colony’s position improved during 1953 and in consequence 
there was a surplus of $179,000 at the end of the year after taking into 
account grant in aid. 


AGRICULTURE, FORESTRY AND FISHERIES 


The staff position of the Agricultural Department improved during 
1952 and 1953, almost all senior posts being filled with the exception of 
two senior agricultural instructor vacancies. In 1952 three senior 
agricultural instructors returned to Jamaica on the termination of 
their contracts, and these vacancies were filled by one field assistant 
from the Camden Park Experiment Station and two forest rangers, 
who were given a three-month training course. A fourth senior 
instructor was transferred on promotion to the Agricultural Depart- 
ment, Grenada. Dr. J. A. E. Kirby was appointed Veterinary Officer 
in July, 1952. 

Efforts continued to check soil erosion. This work received priority 
from the Extension Division. Demonstrations involving the use of 
fertilisers were not continued. However, by propaganda, the imports 
of fertilisers have increased considerably and this has resulted in a great 
decrease in prices. The Department continued to encourage the 
proper housing of stock mainly to make available adequate amounts 
of properly made pen-manure. 

Work on the Leeward Land Settlement Estates continued to progress 
steadily. Crop yields were good during the seasons 1950-51 and 
1951-52 and profits amounted to $29,286 and $21,108 respectively. 

Owing to decreasing prices for Sea Island cotton, the acreage planted 
to arrowroot again increased, especially in the 1952-53 season. Yields 
for all crops were very satisfactory, weather conditions being very 
favourable. 
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4 ST. VINCENT 
EDUCATION 


In June, 1953, on the occasion of the Coronation of Her Majesty 
the Queen all schools were granted one week’s vacation and Govern- 
ment provided treats for the pupils of the primary schools. 

From July, 1953, Mr. C. V. D. Hadley, Education Officer, was 
seconded to carry out an educational survey of the Windward Islands, 
and Mr. W. M. Lopey, Headmaster of the Grammar School, was 
appointed to act as. Education Officer. An Education Policy Com- 
mittee was set up and after holding several meetings thirty-four recom- 
mendations in connection with elementary, secondary, higher, adult, 
vocational and visual education were submitted to Government. 


CONFERENCES 


Oils and Fats Conferences. The Sixth Oils and Fats Conference 
held in Barbados in July, 1952, recommended the extension of the Oils 
and Fats Agreement of 1947, for three years with effect from Ist 
September, 1952, with certain modifications including : (1) that the 
f.o.b. copra prices be increased to £62 10s. Od. ($300) per long ton, to 
be reviewed annually ; (2) the membership of the Working Committee 
be increased to seven by the nomination by the Governor of a second 
member from the Windward Islands ; (3) the agreement be based on 
the right of participating Governments to unrestricted trade in coconuts 
and coconut products throughout the British Caribbean Area. These 
recommendations were accepted by the participating Governments. 

The Seventh Oils and Fats Conference in August, 1953, recom- 
mended that the copra price remain at £62 10s. Od. per ton for 
another year. St. Vincent was represented at these conferences by 
Mr. E. A. C. Hughes. Mr. Cyril Barnard and Mr. A. V. Sprott, 
Controller of Supplies, acted as his advisers in 1953. 


Labour and Social Welfare Conferences. The Labour Commissioner 
attended a Conference of Windward Islands Labour Officers in 
Grenada in October, 1952; a Conference of British West Indies 
Social Welfare Officers in Barbados in March, 1952 ; a Conference 
of British West Indies Labour Officers in Trinidad in December, 
1953 ; and a Conference of the Regional Labour Board also in Trinidad 
in December, 1953, at which matters in connection with the recruit- 
ment of workers to the United States of America were discussed. The 
Commissioner represented St. Vincent at the first three conferences and 
the Windward Islands at the fourth. 


Regional Economic Committee. The St. Vincent Government is a 
member of the Regional Economic Committee set up in May, 1951, 
on the recommendation of the Conference on the Closer Association 
of the West Indian Colonies held in 1947. Mr. R. E. Baynes repre- 
sented the Colony at the four meetings held in 1952 and 1953. 


(b) Colonial Development and Welfare Schemes 


AGRICULTURE AND LAND SETTLEMENT 


Agriculture 

The post of Officer-in-Charge of the Camden Park Experiment 
Station was filled in 1952 after being vacant for almost three years. 
The Station pursues mainly short-term research in various local crops, 
e.g., arrowroot, cotton, peanuts, food crops, fodder crops, etc. Detailed 
reports of the Station’s work can be found in the Annual Reports of 
the Department of Agriculture. Financial assistance for soil con- 
servation and anti-erosion measures continued under Scheme D. 587. 


Land Settlement 

The development of the Leeward Land Settlement Estates continued 
during 1952 and 1953. The Richmond river was canalised in mid- 
1953 ; this is the first stage in bridging the river. Roads for opening 
up new areas totalling about 250 acres at Richmond Vale and about 
150 acres at Wallilabou were constructed during the period under 
review. Another David Brown tractor was purchased 

A new cocoa scheme was drawn up to cover a period of 20 years ; 
it is financed by a loan from Colonial Development and Welfare funds. 
A total of about 250 acres is to be brought under cocoa cultivation. 
Under the Cocoa Propagation Scheme, D. 1796, propagators are being 
constructed at Wallilabou and will supply cuttings to plant 75-100 
acres per annum. 

Extensive banana planting, mainly with Lacatan suckers imported 
from Dominica, beganin 1952. Now thata Swedish refrigerated banana 
ship, the Windward Islands, is calling at St. Lucia the banana rehabili- 
tation scheme is making rapid strides. The Leeward Land Settlement 
Estates at present supply 60 per cent or more of all bunches shipped fort- 
nightly and by 1955 they should have a considerable output of bananas. 

Cotton cultivation was discontinued at Richmond Vale where high 
rainfall conditions always made results uneconomic. The acreage at 
Wallilabou was reduced also. 

At present arrowroot, copra, peanuts and cassava are the main cash 
crops, though cocoa, bananas and coffee will no doubt assume equal 
or greater importance in the near future. 

The audited accounts for the years ending J une, 1951 and 1952 are 
available and show net profits of $29,286 and $21, 108 respectively. 
Appropriations by the Land Settlement and Development Board from 
these profits were : 


“a — 
Debenture Sinking Fund 9,600 9,600 
Development Fund . 4,800 — 
Land Purchase Fund . : — 1,000 
General Reserve Fund : : 3,000 3,000 
Construction of Richmond Bridge 5,000 — 
Bonus Payments to Labourers : 5,000 7,000 
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6 ST. VINCENT 


Bonus payments were made to those labourers who had qualified by 
working not less than 200 days per annum on the estates, on the basis 
of 10 per cent of their total earnings. 

In December, 1953, $7,000 was again allocated for bonus payments, 
but the audited accounts have not yet been received. 

The Sharpe’s Housing Scheme has progressed steadily. Two new 
schemes are to be initiated during 1954 for which land has been sold 
to the Central Housing and Planning Authority for housing projects— 
83 acres at Reversion and approximately 14 acres at Petit Bordel. 


Snagg Estate, Canouan 


The years 1951-52 and 1952-53 were extremely disappointing, 
severe dry periods resulting in a complete failure of the main cash crop 
—Sea Island cotton, From all appearances 1953-54 looks as though 
it will be more successful as weather conditions have been far more 
favourable. Shortage of water is still the major obstacle. The 
possibilities of aloes and small stock are being investigated as there is 
at present no possibility of forecasting the weather, and the success or 
failure of Sea Island cotton is entirely dependent on weather conditions. 

A portion of the estate has been surveyed and cut up into 127 lots 
for sale as house spots, for which applications have been invited. The 
future management of the estate is under consideration. 


PUBLIC HEALTH AND MEDICAL SERVICES 


Apart from assistance in training of personnel, the following Colonial 
Development and Welfare schemes were in operation during 1952 and 
1953 : 


Scheme D. 1282, Public Health Engineering Unit—-Maintenance of 
Staff. 

Scheme D.1427, Public Health Improvements. 

Scheme D.1792, Matron, Colonial Hospital. 

Scheme D.2068, X-Ray Machine for Colonial Hospital. 


CENTRAL HOUSING AND PLANNING AUTHORITY 


The Central Housing and Planning Authority and Public Health 
Engineering Unit were combined with effect from Ist January, 1953. 
They are financed under Scheme D.1983 (Scheme D.719, which paid 
for maintenance of the Authority’s staff up to 1952, was absorbed into 
the new scheme). There were no other changes in the administration 
and organisation of the Authority which continues to operate as a 
corporate body under the provisions of the Slum Clearance and 
Housing and the Town and Country Planning Ordinances of 28th 
January, 1946. 

Financing of housing schemes is taken care of by grants from local 
Government and Colonial Development and Welfare funds. 


REVIEW OF 1952 AND 1953 7 


PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 


Roads. Twenty-eight miles of produce feeder roads were recon- 
ditioned to facilitate the transport of produce from remote areas. 


Air Service. Major repairs were done to the ramp at Villa Airport 
and improvements made to the Airport Building. 


Buildings. With a grant from Colonial Development and Welfare 
funds under Scheme D.1920, the Belair Health Centre buildings were 
repaired and certain of them altered. The buildings will now be 
utilised by the Education Department as a school and teacher’s 
quarters and by the Medical Department as a Health Centre, dispenser’s 
quarters and nurse’s quarters. 

With a Colonial Development and Welfare grant of £990 (Scheme 
D.1877) a building was bought at Stubbs for use as a school. It has 
been repaired and now forms an annexe to the Stubbs primary school. 


EDUCATION 


During the period a Colonial Development and Welfare Scheme, 
D.720, continued to pay for an Education Officer who is responsible 
for the administration of education throughout the Colony. 

A grant was given under Scheme D.210 B(r) to enable the Education 
Officer to attend a Seminar on Adult Education which was held in 
Jamaica in September, 1952. 

Financial assistance was received under Schemes D.1004, D.1544 
and D.13 D(h) for purchasing books for the Teacher-Training Centres, 
books and equipment for primary school pupils and sewing machines 
for handicraft centres, respectively. | 

The approval of Scheme D.1999 has made it possible for an Educa- 
tional Survey of the Windward Islands to be carried out. 

Norg : A statement showing schemes with their numbers and titles 
and actual expenditure on each scheme up to 31st December, 1952, is 
attached as Appendix I, page 50. 





PART II 


Chapter 1: Population 


THE census of April, 1946, showed the population of the Colony to be 
61,647 (27,901 males and 33,746 females). The estimated population 
at the end of 1952 was 71,392 and at the end of 1953, 73,136. 

Racial groups in April, 1946, were as follows : 


Black ; ; : 45,042 
Mixed or Coloured. : : 12,631 
White ; ; 1,906 
East Indians ; ; ; . ; 1,817 
Caribs ; ; ; : ; 242 
Syrians. : 7 
Not stated . : ‘ 2 

Total . ; : 61,647 





Vital statistics are given on page 23. 


Chapter 2: Occupations, Wages and Labour 
Organisation 
OCCUPATIONS 


Agriculture is the chief occupation in the Colony. The estimated 
number of workers in the main industries was as follows : 


Agriculture ; . , ; 13,000 
Manufacturing . : : : 2,000 
Building and Road Construction . 2,750 
Transport and Communications . 650 
Trade and Commerce ; 2 ef 1,200 
Hotels and Personal Services ; 2,100 
Public and Other Services. : ; 1,350 


Employment is seasonal ; during the crop season, i.e. from Novem- 
ber to May, approximately 5,000 persons are employed on the 24 large 
estates and approximately 1,150 in factories processing agricultural 
products. During the slack period, i.e. from June to October, the 
number of persons employed on the 24 estates is reduced to about 
3,000 and the number of persons employed in factories to less than 100. 
There is also under-employment throughout the year. 

One hundred and twenty-six agricultural workers were recruited 
under contract for work in the United States in 1952 and 32 in 1953. 


WAGES AND HOURS OF WORK 


Agricultural Workers 
Men, 93 cents per day of 8 hours ; 
Women, 70 cents per day of 8 hours. 
Time and a quarter is paid for time in excess of 8 hours and time 
and a half on public holidays. 
8 
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Industrial Workers 
Men, $1.08 per day of 8 hours ; 
Women, 86 cents per day of 8 hours. 
Time and a quarter is paid for time in excess of 8 hours and time 
and a half on public holidays. 


Building and Road Construction 
Building : Men, $1.44 to $3.00 per day of 8 hours ; 
Road : Men, $1.08 to $1.30 per day of 8 hours ; 
Women, 86 cents per day of 8 hours. 
Transport and Communications 
Men, $8.00 to $10.00 per week (10 hours work per day). 


Trade and Commerce 
Men, $7.00 to $10.00 per week and $28.00 to $80.00 per month ; 
) Women, $6.00 to $8.00 per week and $24.00 to $60.00 per month. 


Hotel and Personal Services 
Women, $7.00 to $10.00 per month with meals and $15.00 to 
$18.00 per month without meals (10 hours per day). 
COST OF LIVING 


The cost-of-living index figure for all items at the end of December, 
1953, was 298 and the following table shows the figures at the end of 
each month (August, 1939 = 100). 


Year Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May June July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. 


1952 : 269 269 266 267 276 283 283 281 283 286 285 284 
1953 294 293 293 296 299 299 299 300 301 301 298 298 


The following are the prices of the principal items purchased : 


Unit Average Prices Average Prices 
‘y Item of as at as at 
: Quantity 30.6.53 31.12.53 

Cc. Cc. 
Bread ‘ : : : OZ. 1 1 
Fish, fresh. ; : ; lb. 17 17 
Meat. : ‘ : : Ib. 45 41 

Milk : ‘ ‘ pt. 4} 4} 
Sugar (unrefined) : : : Ib. 10 10 

. Vegetables. 5 : , lb. 5 5 
“ Rice ‘ ; ; Ib. 14 14 
Shirts (working) ; ; ; each 2.74 2.87 
Soap , : bar 52 53 
Trousers (denim & khaki) : yd. 1.09 1.13 
Shoes (leather) : Men : : pr. 6.45 7.02 
Women . pr. 5.234 4.50 

Cotton, white : : : yd. 71 62 
Prints. ; ‘ : yd. 62 68 
Cigarettes ; ‘ ; : pack 18 18 
Tobacco . ; : : OZ. 12 12 
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LABOUR ORGANISATION 


Staff and Functions of the Department of Labour 


The staff at the end of December, 1953, comprised the Labour 
Commissioner, who is responsible for the administration of the Depart- 
ment, one Labour Inspector and two junior clerks. 

The chief functions of the Department of Labour are to supervise 
and review the conditions of employment ; to ensure the enforcement 
of labour legislation ; to investigate all representations made by 
employers and workers with a view to settling disputes and improving 
labour relations ; to visit the various places of employment, to study 
wage-rates, hours of work, living conditions, and conditions of work 
in factories; to collect labour statistics, including cost-of-living 
statistics ; to advise and assist trade unions in organisation and trade 
union practice ; to advise employers and workers on claims under the 
Workmen’s Compensation Ordinance ; to advise Government on 
labour matters, and generally to promote harmonious relations between 
employers and workers. 


Industrial Relations 


There are four registered trade unions, the General Workers’ Union 
with a membership of 50, the United Workers’ Union with a member- 
ship of 1,100, the Federated Agricultural and Industrial Workers’ 
Union with a membership of 2,500 (all three unions cater for all 
categories of workers) and the St. Vincent Teachers’ Association with 
a membership of 300 (which was registered as a trade union in 1953). 
Arrangements are being made for the Civil Service Association to be 
registered. 

The three general unions have been passing through a difficult 
period. The officials of the United Workers’ Union fell out and the 
secretary started the Federated Agricultural and Industrial Workers’ 
Union and took some of the members of the former union with him. 
At the same time members began to lose interest and there was a steep 
fall in the membership of the United Workers’ Union and of the 
General Workers’ Union. 

There are no Joint Industrial Councils. Wages are fixed by Wages 
Councils for agricultural workers, industrial workers, shop assistants 
and domestic servants. 

In January, 1952, there was a stoppage of work on the hydro- 
electric project operated by the Colonial Development Corporation. 
Forty-six unskilled workers went on a strike lasting one day. The 
Labour Commissioner was immediately called in by the management. 
There was a misunderstanding which was cleared up and the 
workers all returned to work the next day. In January, 1953, there 
was a strike in the sugar industry. One hundred and seventy persons 
went on strike, lasting two weeks, for higher pay. The Labour Com- 
missioner intervened and the workers accepted the 10 per cent increase 
which the management had offered them, and returned to work. 
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LABOUR LEGISLATION 
The following laws were enacted in 1952 and 1953 : 


; 1952 
Ordinances 

The Public Utility Undertakings and Public Health Services Arbitra- 
tion Ordinance, No. 4 of 1952. This provides for compulsory arbitra- 
tion in the essential services—electricity, health, hospital, sanitary and 
water services. 

The Sugar Export Cess (Amendment) Ordinance, No. 9 of 1952. 
This Ordinance provides for (a) the cess to be increased from $13.00 
to $13.20 per ton, (b) the amount to be allocated to the Price Stabilis- 
ation Fund to be reduced from $5.92 to $4.80 per ton of sugar exported, 
(c) the amount to be allocated to the Rehabilitation Fund to be in- 
creased from $4.72 to $6.00 per ton, (d) the amount to be allocated to 
the Welfare Fund to be increased from $2.37 to $2.40 per ton and (€) 
the Governor-in-Council to vary the amounts from time to time as 
necessary. 

The Workmen’s Compensation (Amendment) Ordinance, No. 11 
of 1952. This enables locally engaged civilian staff of a department 
of Her Majesty’s Government in the United Kingdom to come within 
the scope of the workmen’s compensation legislation of the Colony. 
Such persons previously received compensation for injuries under 
United Kingdom Injury Warrants. Compensation becoming due to 
such locally engaged civilian employees will continue to be paid from 
United Kingdom funds. 

The Employment of Women, Young Persons and Children (Amend- 
ment) Ordinance, No. 17 of 1952. This Ordinance fixes the minimum 
age for admission of children to industrial undertakings and to employ- 
ment at sea. The definition of “industrial undertaking” has been 
modified. The upper age limit of a young person has been raised 
from 16 to 18. | 

The Accidents and Occupational Diseases (Notification) Ordinance, 
No. 24 of 1952. This provides for the notification of accidents and 
occupational diseases occurring to employed persons. 


Statutory Rules and Orders 

The Department of Labour (Agricultural Workers) (Amendment) 
Order, S.R. & O. No. 79 of 1952. This provides! for increased 
minimum wages to be paid to agricultural workers as from Ist October, _ 
1952. 

The Department of Labour (Industrial Workers) (Amendment) 
Order, S.R. & O. No. 80 of 1952. This provides for increased mini- 
mum wages to be paid to industrial workers as from Ist October, 1952. 

The Trade Unions Rules, S.R. & O. No. 95 of 1952. These Rules 
replace the 1940 Trade Unions Regulations. . 

The Department of Labour (Minimum Wage) (Shop Assistants) 
(Amendment) Order, S.R. & O. No. 98 of 1952. This provides for 
increased wages to be paid to shop assistants as from Ist December, 
1952. 
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Ordinances 1953 


The Wages Council Ordinance, No. 1 of 1953, provides for the 
establishment of Wages Councils. 


Statutory Rules and Orders 


_ The Wages Council (Agriculture) (Sugar and Arrowroot) Order, 
S.R. & O. No. 37 of 1953 ; the Wages Council (Agriculture) (Minor 
Crops) Order, S.R. & O. No. 38 of 1953 ; the Wages Council (Indus- 
trial Undertakings) Order, S.R. & O. No. 39 of 1953; the Wages 
Council (Shop Assistants) Order, S.R. & O. No. 40 of 1953 ; and the 
Wages Council (Domestic Service) Order, S.R. & O. No. 41 of 1953. 
These Orders provide for the establishment of Wages Councils for the 
industries mentioned in the titles. The Labour Advisory Board 
previously made. recommendations on wages for all these industries 
except domestic servants. 

The Wages Councils (Meetings and Procedure) Order, S.R. & O. 
No. 47 of 1953. This provides for (a) representation at meetings, 
(b) voting and. (c) notice of meetings. 

The Wages Councils (Wages Regulation Proposals) (Notices) 
Regulations, S, R. & O. No. 48 of 1953. This provides for publication 
of notices regarding Wages Regulation Proposals. 

The Domestic.Servants Wages Regulation Order, S.R. & O. No. 54 
of 1953. This Order gives legal effect to the proposals submitted by 
the Domestic Servants Wages Council. 

The Wages. Councils (Wages Regulation) (Workers Notification) 
Regulations, S.R, .& QO. No. 55 of 1953. This provides for publication 
of notice as ‘regards Wages Regulation Proposals and Wages Regula- 
tion Order.. : 

The Sugar. ‘Export’ Cess (Funds) Order, S.R. & O. No. 43 of 1953. 
This allocates the cess of $13.20 per ton paid on sugar as follows : 








Sugar Industry Price Stabilisation Fund ; . $6.00 previously $4.80 
Sugar Industry. Rehabilitation Fund ; : . $4.80 previously $6.00 
Sugar Industry Labour Welfare Fund . : . $2.40 previously $2.40 

$13.20 $13.20 
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Chapter 3: Public Finance and Taxation 


‘REVENUE EXPENDITURE 
Year Local C. D, & Grant Total Local C.D.& Total 
WwW in Aid W. 


$. _§$ ) $ $ $ f 
1952 1,891,367 222,017 - 2,113,384 1,925,289 179,716 2,105,005 
1953 1,937,798 °°213,191 636,388 2,787,377 2,394,999* 223,774 2,618,773 
* Includes $136,050 on Deferred Maintenance. 
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There are five main heads of revenue : 
Customs Electricity 
Year and Licences Taxes Fees . Post. and 
a rs , | - | a Telephones 
1952 1,115,879 33,733 317,265 141,184 83,123 104,887 
1953 1,134,562 35,729 339,501 142,311 78,814 48,444 
The following are the main heads of expenditure : 
Central . 
Year Adminis- _ Agricul- Road Educa-- _—‘ ELlec- Medical 
tration ture Authority tion tricity 
$ $ $ $ _§ $ 
1952 73,548 56,064 120,501 273,534 66,785 335,388 
1953 125,030 84,527 125,064 323,013 25,241 391,692 
Public Public Public 
Year Pen- Police Public Works Works Works Treasury 
sions Debt Depart- Reeur-  Extra- 
ment rent ordinary 
$ f $ $ 3 $ 
1952 54,087 143,043 47,724 56,601 56,314... 56,956 67,899 
1953 72,407 160,404 39,830 64,912 ee phot 74,243 


5,326 
PUBLIC DEBT ) 


The public debt at 31st December, 1952 and 1953 totalled $564,772 
and $543, 267 respectively, which include the following local loan 


issues : 
cee 

Lowmans/Biabou Water Supply Loan 4,800 
Public Purposes Loan. 10,080 
Telephone Reconstruction Loan ,200 
Hydro-Electric Loan 120,000 
Water Supply Loan 120,000 

Rural Water Supply Loan 115,200 


ASSETS AND LIABILITIES .. 


Statements of assets and sabes for 1952 and 
Appendices IIa and IIb, pages 53-55... — 


MAIN HEADS OF TAXATION 


1953 
$ 
4,800 


120,000 


~ 120,000 


115,200 


1953 are at 


The main heads of taxation and the yield in 1952 and i in 1953 were : 


— 
Import Duties 655,840 
Export Duties 262,905 
Excise Duties 183,106 
Licences 33,733 
Income Tax . 266,974 
Land and House Tax 32,278 
Estate Duties 38,420 
Stamp Duties 20, 685 


Customs Duties 


1953 


The principal features of the Customs Tariff are reproduced in the 


table at Appendix III, page 56. 
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Excise Duties 

Locally manufactured spirits bear an excise duty of 14s. 2d. per 
proof gallon and, in addition, a trade duty is imposed on locally 
manufactured rum of 2s. per proof gallon, and on imported Spirits 
between 3s. and 6s. per gallon, liquid or proof, according to circum- 
stances. ~ 


Income Tax 
The minimum rate of income tax, in the case of individuals, is three 
cents in the dollar, and the maximum 78 cents. Companies pay tax 
at the rate of 30 cents on every dollar of the chargeable income. A 
schedule of the rates of income tax is given at Appendix IV, page 58. 
The number of assessments made in respect of the years 1952 and 
1953 was approximately : 


1952 1953 
Government Officers : 80] 820 
General Public ; : 881 990 
Companies ; 36 36 


Income tax collections totalled $266,974 for the year 1952 and it is 
estimated that $287,000 was collected for the year 1953. 

Legislation was introduced in 1953 to prevent tax evasion by persons 
leaving the Colony. 
Stamp Duties . 

The more important stamp duties are detailed at Appendix V, page 59. 
Land and House Tax 

The basic land tax in St. Vincent and Union Island, the largest 
dependency, is 24 cents per acre. In St. Vincent, on land in excess of 
ten acres, the tax is 48 cents per acre or fractional part. Land tax in 
the Grenadines is as follows : 

(a) in the island of Bequia—14 cents per acre or fractional part of 


an acre. 
(b) in the island of Canouan—12 cents per acre or fractional part 
of an acre. 
(c) in the island of Mustique—18 cents per acre or fractional part 
of an acre. 


(d) in the islands of Mayreau, Balliceau and Battawia—6 cents per 
acre or fractional part of an acre. 
The minimum tax payable is 24 cents in the case of (a) to (Cc). 
The tax upon houses, levied only in St. Vincent, Union Island and 
Bequia, is based on the assessed annual rental as follows : 


$14.40 and not exceeding $24.00 48 cents per house 
Over $24.00 ” ” * $28.80 60, ” ” 
9” $28 80 9 o ” $36.00 80 ” .” i) 
» $36.00 ,. » - $43.20 96 , - ” 
» $43.20 . » is $48.00 $1.20 7 ‘i 
» $48,00 ,  , " $60.00 $1.60 ‘» ” 
os $60.00 ” ” ) $72 00 


: $2.40 » ” 
» $72.00. . attherate of $24.00 percent 
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These taxes are payable without penalty between Ist November and 
3lst December. During the following January arrears of unpaid 
taxes are subject to a fine of 6 cents where the total due does not 
exceed $4.80, and at the rate of 8 per cent on amounts in excess. 
Thereafter all outstanding amounts are collected by a bailiff under 
warrant of levy and execution. 


Chapter 4: Currency and Banking 


There is no local currency. United Kingdom gold, silver and bronze 
coins and currency notes issued by the British Caribbean Currency 
Board (Eastern Group) are legal tender. 

The only commercial bank in the Colony is Barclays Bank (Dominion, 
Colonial and Overseas). Interest-bearing deposits are limited in the 
Savings Branch to $2,500 and the rate allowed is 1 per cent per annum. 

Savings departments are also operated by the St. Vincent Agricul- 
tural Credit and Loan Bank Limited, which was established for the 
purpose of assisting peasants with money advances for crop cultivation, 
and by the St. Vincent Co-operative Bank Limited, formed for general 
co-operative activities and assistance. The rate of interest allowed 
is 2 per cent in the former case and 24 per cent in the latter ; at 31st 
December, 1952, the former held $77,295 to the credit of 1,825 deposit- 
ors, and the latter $131,843 on behalf of 5,631 depositors. 

The Government Savings Bank limits amounts held on deposit by 
any individual at any one time to $4,800. At 31st December, 1953, 
the total to the credit of 3,571 depositors amounted to $573,965, the 
rate of interest earned being 24 per cent per annum. 


Chapter 5: Commerce 


During the years under review there were no outstanding commercia, 
developments, but trade was well maintained. The main imports and 
exports for the years 1951, 1952 and 1953 are given at Appendix VII 
pages 61-62. 


Chapter 6: Production 
AGRICULTURE 


The island’s production is almost entirely agricultural ; the chief 
exports are arrowroot starch, Sea Island cotton, copra and coconuts, 
sugar, sweet potatoes, groundnuts, cassava starch and livestock. 
Appreciable contributions to the island’s economy are also made by 
edible oils, miscellaneous food crops (yams, tannias, eddoes, etc.) and 
animal products, most of which are marketed locally. 


Arrowroot 


Arrowroot maintained its position as an export above all other crops. 
The value of arrowroot starch exported was more than three times that 
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of its closest competitor. Exports amounted to 9,724,004 Ib. in 1952 
and 8,444,880 lb. in 1953, valued at $1,743,938 and $1,553,340 
respectively. | 

All shipments of starch are made through a single agency—the St. 
Vincent Co-operative Arrowroot Association—which has been in 
operation for over 22 years. The main markets are the United States 
and the United Kingdom ; the United States purchases about 75 per 
cent of the crop, the United Kingdom about 18 to 20 per cent. Other 
buyers include other British Caribbean territories, Canada, Holland, 
- Surinam and Martinique. 

Both large and small growers contribute to the island’s arrowroot 
production. Peasants plant about 60 per cent of the area devoted to 
arrowroot, but they account for little more than 30 per cent of total 
production. The factors responsible for this are that the peasants 
cultivate relatively poor lands, they are hopelessly under-capitalised, 
hence they cannot purchase fertilisers—there is little likelihood of 
this being remedied quickly—and they are ignorant of the benefits to be 
derived from mixed farming (the Extension Division of the Department 
of Agriculture is trying to remedy this). Yields of arrowroot rhizomes 
vary from about 90 to 380 (100 Ib.) baskets per acre. The scope for 
improvement is therefore great. 

During 1953 the acreage under arrowroot increased by about 300 
acres to 4,500 acres directly as a result of a decrease in price of Sea 
Island cotton. : 


Cotton 

Sea Island cotton was second in order of importance among agricul- 
tural exports in 1952 and third in 1953. In 1952 there was an increase 
in price (1st white lint sold at $1.50 per Ib.) and a consequent increase 
in acreage ; towards the end of 1952, however, United Kingdom 
cotton spinners were given the option of purchasing their requirements 
of cotton privately or through the Raw Cotton Commission. The 
majority of spinners interested in the Sea Island cotton crop decided 
to buy privately, but refused to guarantee prices before samples of the 
1952-53 crop were received. This caused considerable doubt about the 
future and the area planted to cotton was reduced by 552 acres. The 
price for the 1952-53 crop was only $1.08 per lb. As marketing 
prospects remained unfavourable, the area was further decreased for 
the 1953-54 crop ; however, the crop looks fine and the yield per acre 
is likely to be quite good. 

The following table gives the estimated acreage planted, the yield 
and the price in the six seasons 1947-48 to 1952-53 : 

Average Yield 


Acreage Yield (bales of Lint per Price per lb. 

400 Ib. each) acre (Ib.) £ 
1947-48 : 1,865 725 161 — 
1948-49 : 3,278 855 104 1.00 
1949-50 3,311 1,097 132 1.04 
1950-51 3,002 855 114 1.20 
1951-52 ; 3,473 964 111 1.50 
1952-53 2,921 934 128 1.08 


J 
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The Government Cotton Ginnery gins the whole of the cotton crop. 
In 1952 it processed 1,444,852 lb. of cotton seed of which 375,465 Ib. 
came from Carriacou in the Grenadines, and in 1953 1,457,595 lb. of 
which 543,955 lb. came from Carriacou. 


Coconuts and Other Oilseeds 


Coconuts and copra ranked third in importance among exports in 
1952 and second in 1953. The area under coconuts was 5,000 acres in 
1952 and 1953. Exports of copra amounted to 3,358,141 Ib. valued at 
$439,255 in 1952 and 3,827,326 Ib. at $516,358 in 1953; 1,223,869 Ib. 
were purchased by the Government Cotton Ginnery in 1952 and 
1,185,734 Ib. in 1953. 

The Ginnery operates an oil expressing, refining and deodorising 
plant. The expressing capacity has been further increased by the 
installation of a new Anderson expeller in 1953. At present only 
coconut oil is deodorised and all of it is consumed locally. The 
Ginnery also manufactures soap and stock feed for local sale. During 
1952 and 1953 the following oils and meal were produced : 


1952 1953 
Crude coconut oil (gall.) . : 60,233 70,651 
Refined cottonseed oil (gall.) : 12,528 11,701 
Coconut meal (Ib.) . : . 236,975 291,123 sold for stock feed 
Cottonseed meal (Ib.) , . 991,459 1,159,316 and manure 


Of the crude coconut oil produced in 1952, 26,372 gallons were sold 
for fats and soap manufacture and 32,010 gallons were deodorised, 
yielding 27,850 gallons. Of the oil produced in 1953, 44,820 gallons 
were refined and yielded 38,727 gallons ; 37,373 gallons of this were 
deodorised yielding 37,197 gallons. Eight hundred and seventy-five 
gallons of crude oil were used for soap manufacture in 1953. All 
these products were sold locally. 


Sugar 


The production of sugar by the Mount Bentinck Factory—the only 
sugar factory in the island—increased steadily during the period under 
review. A total of 3,365 tons was produced in 1952 and 3,548 tons in 
1953, compared with 2,792 tons in 1951. Exports of sugar were 1,200 
tons in 1952 and 1,050 tons in 1953 valued at $217,200 and $208,197 
respectively. Molasses exported in 1952 amounted to 32,382 gallons 
valued at $6,152 ; the amount exported in 1953 was negligible. During 
1952 and 1953 52,012 gallons and 52,225 gallons of proof spirit were 
a in the Mount Bentinck distillery, and it was all consumed 

y. 
The help given to peasant growers by the Mount Bentinck Company 
in the form of an advance of $10 per acre and by supplying fertilisers 
at cost price has led to increased production, both by expansion of the 
acreage and by an increased output per acre. The area planted for the 
1952-53 crop totalled about 1,400 acres, one-third of which was 
planted by estates. 
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Cassava... 
The cassava ‘industry started to decline. after 1951 as a ‘result of 
competition in the United. States market mainly from Brazil, and this 
decline continued through 1952. and 1953. Prices are still remuner- 
ative, however and exports for 1952 and 1953 were 546,020 lb. and 
552, 164 Ib. valued at $50,766 and $54,613 respectively. The pro- 
duction of ‘ ‘farine’’, a local food, absorbs about 10 per cent of total 
production. It is estimated that about 1 ,000 acres are devoted to this 
crop. Selection work has been proceeding and planting material of 
three or four. superior. Teme clones will soon be. available for dis- 
tribution. — | | 
Groundnuts 7 | 

Groundnuts, being.a valuable short-term. crop, are often resorted to 
when prospects for other crops are gloomy. Thus in 1953 when the 
outlook for cotton was rather discouraging, many planters devoted a 
large portion of their cotton lands to peanuts. However, the tempt- 
ation in times of declining prices for other crops to increase the area 
under peanuts, often utilising very steep and erodible slopes, results in 
a serious deterioration of the soil, Exports in 1952 and 1953 were 
451,746 lb. and 633,790 lb. valued at $111,156 and $161,205 respec- 
tively. Several new varieties have been imported from .West Africa 
and the United States and some of them may well prove to be valuable 
cash crops for the cotton close season period. 
Other Food Crops | 

It is estimated that the area devoted annually to food crops is about 


10,000-12,000 acres. Estimated eee for the three principal 
crops is : 


| Sweet potatoes... . .. 12 million Ib. 
Tannias, dasheen and eddoes ; ~ A ‘3 
Yams . oe oe ee ee 


Sweet potatoes siatntained a high place in the list of exports. In 1952 
22,802 bags (180 lb. each) and in 1953 33,324 bags, valued at $150,698 
and $239,983 respectively, were exported. 

_ Nutmegs and-mace, bananas, plaintains, cocoa, maize, peas, tomatoes 
and pumpkins also made worthwhile contributions to exports, but, 
with the exception of the first two, their importance in supplementing 
local food production is of far greater significance. 


Soil Conservation | 

Soil conservation continued to receive priority from the Extension 
Division throughout the island and in the St. Vincent Grenadines. 
During 1952 approximately 792,980 feet of contour lines were laid of 
which 436,430 feet were planted with grass and other suitable veget- 
ative barriers. 35,260 feet of contour drains were also dug. The total 
area affected by these measures amounted to 979 acres. In 1953 
564,970 feet of contour lines were laid, 385,590 feet of which were 
planted with grass barriers. 34,590 feet of contour drains were dug. 
The total area affected amounted to 700 acres. | 
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Fertilisers 

The use of fertilisers is steadily gaining ground and to avoid incorrect 
use of the straight fertilisers, the Department of :Agriculture has 
recommended suitable mixed. fertilisers. for the main crops to the 
leading fertiliser importers. The start was slow, but now that results 
have been obtained by farmers the movement has gained momentum. 
Sulphate of ammonia continues to be imported as nitrogen is the main 
deficiency in the soil and it is also needed for top. dressing fields which 
have received mixed fertiliser. The following table shows the increased 

use of fertilisers : 

Tons of Imported Fertilisers per Year (average of ives periods) 

1930-34 1935-39 1940-44. 1945-49 1949-53 


_ Ammonium Sulphate. : 272 548 385  . 360 467 
Single Superphosphate . 2 12 — —_— 42 84 
Sulphate and Chloride of Potash 9 33 Wo SS 97 
Complete (NPK) Pauls iri ag" Sing B | . 

Mixtures ; ‘ — — — — —- 186 
Totals . . . 283 593 396 407 834 
LIVESTO Cc K 


Efforts to improve livestock continued, mainly through the stud 
centres. During 1953 the first stud centre was opened in the St. 
Vincent Grenadines at Bequia ; one grade Jersey bull, one Black Belly 
ram, one grade Anglo-Nubian buck and one ‘Large Black boar are 
kept at this centre. 

The demand for services was good in 1952, but in 1953, although 
a new stud centre was opened and the number of studs at the other 
centres was increased, the total number of services went up by only 33, 
and this reduced demand, especially for swine, was mainly attributable 
to the ban on the exportation of stock. The following table gives the 
total services for all centres : 


Class of Stud 1952 1953 
Bull : , , 310 © 348 
Buck be ed 157 ~—s: 1183 
Ram : - 140 143 
Boar re C») 111 
Kentucky Jack . 21. 24 
Stallion. ; , ee 6 

Total . mos 782 815 


One livestock field-day was held in 1952 and t two in n 1953. The 
condition and quality of stock exhibited on these occasions were very 
satisfactory, especially so in the Belmont area where the stud centre 
has been in operation for 10 years. The number of animals exhibited 
on these occasions were : 7 

1952 1953 


Belmont : ; 200 ~=«5s«o214 
_ Rivulet ‘ — 51 
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Efforts to increase mixed farming are being followed up, but the 
very limited financial resources of the peasants make progress lament- 
ably slow. Fodder grasses are steadily gaining favour, and farmers 
are now fully aware of the benefits of pen manure, but they still do not 
appreciate that a considerable quantity of manure is necessary and that 
care is needed in its preparation and application. 

Livestock continued to play an important part in the export trade, 
but suffered. a ‘severe setback in 1953 when local outbreaks of swine 
fever and an outbreak of foot and mouth disease in Martinique brought 
the inter-island trade in cloven-footed animals to a close. In 1952 the 
total value of these exports amounted to $56,202, of which $23,223 
were for pigs, $13,103 for goats and $10,569 for sheep. In 1953 exports 
of pigs were worth $2,268, goats $130 and sheep $439. 

For the first time in 1953 finance was available for extensive vaccin- 
ation against swine fever, and the prospects for 1954 are much brighter. 
The likelihood of another outbreak is small and the vaccination 
campaign is continuing vigorously. Since it was first reported in 
January, 1953, there have been no further outbreaks of foot and mouth 
disease in the area, and exports to Trinidad, the main importer, are 
due to start early in 1954. 


FORESTRY 


Supervision | ond management of renters according to Crown Lands 
Regulations continue to receive priority from the Forestry Division. 
The continued rise in prices of imported lumber increased the demand 
for local lumber. . The inaccessibility of the forested lands imposes 
severe limitations on this industry. 

During 1953.the.two Rangers were transferred to the Extension 
Division of the. Department of Agriculture. Their work has been 
divided up among the six senior field officers, hence each officer should 
have a better knowledge of conditions in his reduced area. The six 
Forest Guards have been retained. The prosecution of offenders is 
dealt with by the Crown Lands Bailiffs. 

The teak: and mahogany nurseries have not done well. The young 
terminal shoots of the mahogany trees are heavily attacked all year 
round by.a shoot-boring caterpillar ; this results in extreme prolifer- 
ation of terminal shoots which spoil the trunk and in extreme cases little 
or no growth occurs. Control measures will not be economic. Some 
of the local. timbers have done very well though and future efforts will 
be directed on increasing stands of these. 

The great demand for local timber has resulted in a slight increase 
in offences a but the situation is well in hand. 


FISHERIES 


Little progress was achieved due to lack of-trained staff and shortage 
of funds. Mr. R. S. Rack is continuing his investigation into the 
possibilities of canning and smoking fish and is trying to organise the 
fishermen into associations. The possibilities of providing adequate 
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credit facilities to fishermen and the best: channels. along which to 
direct the funds are being considered. 

The total quantity of fish sold through established: fish markets 
amounted to 376,403 Ib. in 1952 and 350,000 Ib. in 1953. These figures 
represent about one-third to one-half of the actual landings as a large 
amount of fish is sold other than through the markets. 

One thousand five hundred and seventy-two gallons of black fish oil 
valued at $2,574 were shipped in 1952, compared with .2,062 gallons 
valued at $2,703 in 1953. Three hundred and forty gallons of sperm 
whale oil valued at $700 were also exported in 1952,: ‘compared with 
186 gallons valued at $297 in 1953. Exports of. fresh fish in 1952 and 
1953 were 10,868 lb. and 47,600 Ib. valued at $1, 7 and $9,652 
respectively. 


Chapter 7: Social Services : 


EDUCATION © 
Primary 3 

Primary education is provided at the expense partly of Government 
and partly of the religious denominations, for all children from 5 to 
15 years of age. At the beginning of 1952, including the Government 
fee-paying combined infant-junior school, there were 40 primary 
schools (18 Government, 9 Anglican, 11 Methodist, 2 Roman Catholic). 
At the end of 1953 there were 41 primary schools and a Craft Centre 
was added to the Georgetown School. All the schools are co-educa- 
tional, and, but for the exception already mentioned, education is free 
but not compulsory. 

The school enrolment for 1952 was 14,925, and the average attend- 
ance was 10,202. The figures for 1953 were 15, 462 and 10,486. 

At the end of 1952 the pupils in Standard Vi—the highest standard 
—were required to sit for a school leaving certificate examination. 
Ninety-two candidates were successful. 

During 1952-53 provision was made for the schools to be supplied 
with games equipment. Organised competitions in cricket, football 
and netball were arranged. 

The Department has filmstrip projectors and screens, and its collec- 
tion of filmstrips is increasing. Many successful shaws have been 
given at different schools. 

At the end of 1953 milk and food yeast biscuits: were distributed | 
daily at 26 schools. oy 


Secondary Schools _=s 

The enrolment at the Grammar School was. 218% in “4952 and 239 in 
1953 and at the Girls’ High School 209 and 218 respectively. There 
was an establishment of 11 teachers for each school in 1953. 

In December, 1952, the Grammar School presented 19 boys for the 
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Cambridge School Certificate Examination and 6 boys for the Cam- 
bridge Higher School Certificate Examination. The Girls’ High 
School presented 18 candidates for the School Certificate and 6 candi- 
dates for the Higher School Certificate. The successes were as 
follows : > s 3 


i Boys Girls 
Cambridge School Certificate . : . 12 12 
Cambridge Higher School Certificate... . 4 6 


Five candidates took the scholarship and entrance examination to 
the University College of the West Indies held in 1953 and a bursary 
for three years was awarded to the successful candidate. 

The usual games, cricket and football in the case of the boys and 
tennis and netball in the case of the girls, were played. Both schools 
held successful athletic sports meetings. In 1952 the boys attended 
the Windward Islands Inter-Schools Tournament held in Grenada. 
In 1953 for the first time the boys held an aquatic sports meeting. 

Other extra-curricular activities including Scouting, Guiding, Cadet 
Corps, debating, and dramatics were continued with zeal. Interest in 
the Junior Red Cross Link attached to the Girls’ High School was 
well maintained. | 


Teacher-Training — : 
In 1952-53 teacher-training centres were conducted in three areas. 


Adult Education « 

_ Evening classes were in operation. One candidate was successful 
in the 1952 Cambridge School Certificate Examination. Eight 
students were submitted as external candidates for the Cambridge 
Oversea School Certificate Examination which took place in December, 
1953. 

In 1953 four students were selected for training at the Metropolitan 
Vocational Schoot in Puerto Rico and one student who had completed 
a course returned. 

The Handicraft Centres, especially those for straw work, increased 
from five in 1952 to eight at the end of 1953. The sales were higher 
than before, the variety of the articles made was much wider and the 
keenness of those who attended the Centres was gratifying. 


School for Delinquents 
The Department also supervises the Fair Hall Children’s Home for 
juvenile delinquents (see page 35). 


Library Services 

Circulation. During 1952 and 1953, 27,611 books (13,503 fiction 
and 14,108 non-fiction) were issued in the adult lending library ; 
circulation in. the juvenile library was 25,591 (fiction 19,225 and non- 
fiction 6,366). . The total number of members registered at 3lst 
December, 1953, was 2,985 (1,486 adults and 1,499 children). 
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Book Stock. 4,755 books were added to the stock during the 
years under review (adult 2,773, juvenile 1,982). The majority were 
purchased through agents abroad, a small percentage from local 
booksellers and 400 were received as gifts. 

Stock-taking in April, 1953, revealed a loss of over 200 adult books 
and twice as many juvenile. Eight hundred books were withdrawn 
from use as being unfit for circulation and were discarded. Six 
hundred and seven books have been bound while 500 are still awaiting 
binding. Four thousand, five hundred and seventy-four books have 
been distributed among the rural centres. 


Children’s Library. The juvenile section of the library was re-opened 
on 4th July, 1952, with a book stock of 2,509 volumes. 


Rural Development. The progress of the branch libraries has been 
satisfactory. Headquarters now operates through seven different 
points of service as a result of the opening of branch libraries at 
Marriaqua in August, 1952, and at Union Island in the St. Vincent 
Grenadines in December, 1953. 


General. The Eastern Caribbean Regional Library has continued to 
give invaluable help to the St. Vincent library service. All classification 
and cataloguing of non-fiction books have been undertaken by the 
Cataloguing Department of the Regional Library ;_ the inter-lending 
ae scheme has been very helpful and gifts of books have been very 
welcome. 


HEALTH 
Vital Statistics | 


. COMPARATIVE TABLE OF POPULATION, BIRTHS AND DEATHS 





Death Rate 
per 1000 


Number of | Number of | Birth Rate 
Births per 1000 







- Population 


73, 136 


INFANT MORTALITY 








"Mortality Rate — 
per 1,000 Births 


Total | Male | Female | Total 


Live Births Infant Deaths. 





_ Year 


1950 | 
1951 
1952 





129.9] 115.7 
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Year . . : : : . ‘ 1950 1951 1952 1953 
Total Births and Stillbirths . : 2.737 3,037 3,011 3,167 
Deaths due to Accidents of Childbirth . 2 4 2 n.a. 
Rate per 1,000 . .14 1.3 .66] n.a. 


Infectious Diseases 














1951 1952 1953 


ett | ee | es | SN | ee | ee | | A 


Cases | Deaths | Cases | Deaths | Cases | Deaths | Cases | Deaths 








Dysentery . I 6 — 69 2 57 6 
Influenza 2 140 1 101 — |na — 
Pneumonia 27 33 6 | n.a 40 | na 35 
Enteric Fever 8 8 


Institutions | 

There is-one general hospital in Kingstown with accommodation for 
120 patients and three rural cottage hospitals with six beds each at 
Georgetown, Chateaubelair and Bequia. Extensive renovations and 
alterations to the main hospital which are in hand will result in increas- 
ing the number of beds to 134. 

The Tuberculosis Hospital has been removed from Arnos Vale to a 
new site at Montrose and has increased its capacity from 20 to 40 beds. 
Other institutions run by the Department are the Mental Hospital with 
accommodation for 100 patients, the Leper Asylum with 20 patients, 
and a Pauper Home with accommodation for 125 persons. In addition 
the rural districts are served by 19 dispensaries at which district nurses 
are in attendance daily and which are visited by District Medical 
. Officers weekly. 


Staff 

In 1953 the establishment of the Medical Department comprised the 
Senior Medical Officer ; a resident surgeon, a physician and a house 
physician in the Colonial Hospital ; seven medical officers in the 
districts ; a matron, 29 nursing staff, 30 student nurses, six dispensers 
and four student dispensers in the various central institutions ; three 
staff nurses and nine district dispensers in the rural cottage hospitals 
and dispensaries ; 19 district midwives (under the supervision of a 
Superintendent Health Nurse), seven of whom have been trained in 
public health nursing ; 10 sanitary inspectors (under the supervision 
of the Sanitary Superintendent), most of whom hold the R.S.I. cer- 
tificate. 

Owing to the shortage of medical officers three medical districts, 
Chateaubelair (District II North), Georgetown (District V) and the 
Grenadines (District VI) were without resident medical officers during 
most of this period. 
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A complete survey of the housing situation in St. Vincent was 
carried out by the Health Department during 1940-42, and a report 
was published in January, 1943. Both in urban and in rural areas a 
large percentage of the population was found to be living in over- 
crowded and sub-standard housing. There has been considerable 
change since then, although there are still many houses with rooms 
below the minimum standard of 72 square feet, houses unfit for human 
habitation and many over-built areas. 

One most important development was the establishment of the 
Central Housing and Planning Authority in October, 1946, as. 
corporate body with independent control over its finances. 

The Authority’s most useful work has been done in rural areas in 
helping agricultural workers to own their homes. By aided self-help 
methods, the Authority has helped to rehouse a greater number of 
families in a shorter period of time and at less cost than would be 
possible if Government had to find the funds to build the houses either 


for sale or rent. 


Village Rehabilitation, Rural Areas 

Where it is desirable to remove a village or to extend and re-develop 
it, several meetings are held with the villagers to discuss the scheme, 
and social surveys are made to determine the number of families and 
general condition of the various types of houses ;_ sanitary facilities 
are also thoroughly investigated. 

Land is laid out in lots with an average size of 2,400 to 3,750 sq. ft. 
with roads and approaches. Each lot is expected to accommodate a 
house, kitchen and latrine and donkey pen only. A water supply is 
installed and in one instance a public bath. The plots are then offered 
for sale to bona fide villagers at a price they can afford to pay over a 
period of four to five years. 

The Authority establishes a store for building materials. Every 
villager who wishes to move his house or build a new one Is allowed to 
buy materials for cash at cost price from the store and is also allowed 
to withdraw materials up to a stated amount in each case, the value of 
which has to be repaid in monthly instalments over a period of years. 
Among the materials he is compelled to take is a precast concrete 
latrine unit which the Authority instals on his plot for the cost of the 
unit. The superstructure over the unit is provided by the householder. 
Rehabilitation is completed over periods ranging from a year upwards 
according to size and circumstances. 

As a result of these methods seven new villages have been established 
in various parts of the island. In each new village it was possible to 
rehouse persons who had been squatters or renters on estates or private 
lands over a period of years. These families no longer have the fear 
of being evicted as every householder is now the sole owner of a free- 


hold property. 
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Urban Slum Clearance 

The problem is to provide houses to acai the minimum public 
health standards and the requirements of the urban building by-laws 
at a rent which people can afford to pay. The Central Housing and 
Planning Authority is considering a slum clearance scheme in the town 
of Kingstown. It is proposed to acquire lands adjoining the town and 
build semi-detached cottages. 


Middle Income Housing Programme 

Within a period of six years the Authority has deveined a suburban 
area known as New Montrose which adjoins the town; once an 
arrowroot estate, it was acquired by Government mainly for the 
expansion of Kingstown. In July, 1946, Government conveyed the 
estate to the Authority for development into a middle income housing 
scheme. The Authority made land available on easy terms and laid 
down oiled streets, concrete drains, domestic and street lights and piped 
water supply. There are now approximately 80 modern houses built 
for the most part of stone and concrete blocks at an approximate total 
value of $720,000. To finance the development of this scheme, in 
addition to the amount obtained from sale of land, a loan of $24,000 
was obtained from Government. Of this amount $14,400 has already 
been repaid. : 

Types of Houses 

Local timber houses are predominant, due mainly to the fact that 
the householder can construct the entire house for himself. Main- 
tenance charges are not heavy as local lumber is cheap and readily 
available and repairs are done by the owner. 

Soil-cement block houses are being encouraged by the Authority. 
Wherever possible the machine for making them is loaned and tech- 
nical assistance given in the production of the blocks and in the erection 
of the houses. Eleven houses have been privately built from these 
blocks. The Authority has.built five experimental houses and is now 
carrying out further experiments to improve the techniques. 

Under experiment for the next housing scheme is the use of “‘tapia”’ 
which is expected to reduce the overall cost of a house. Houses will 
consist of complete timber frames with tapia panels: tapia is earth 
and grass thoroughly mixed and laced between strips of round wood 
nailed to the wooden uprights. The walls will be cement rendered on 
both sides. 

Building with stone and concrete blocks is so far confined to the 
higher and middle income groups. However, in the village rehabilit- 
ation schemes a few such buildings have been erected and have proved 
to be beyond the resources of the householder. Many are waiting to 
be completed owing to lack of funds. 


The provision of housing will continue to be a major problem owing 
to the rapid increase of the population. In some of the new schemes 
which are still under development there is already a demand for house 
lots from young men and women. Further, there are still over 20 
villages to be rehabilitated and land for housing is very hard to find. 
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The search for low-cost building materials continues, especially for 
a cheap roofing material. Galvanised iron and shingles are expensive, 
and asphalt sheeting has not stood up to general climatic conditions. 


Chapter 8: Legislation 


Important legislation enacted during 1952 and Mon included the 
following Ordinances : 
1952 


No. 4. : The Public Utility Undertakings and Public Health Services 
Arbitration Ordinance provides for the constitution of an arbitration 
tribunal for the settlement of disputes in public utility undertakings 
and in public health, hospital and sanitary services. 


No. 5: The Aid to Pioneer Industries Ordinance encourages the 
establishment and development of new industries in the Colony and 
makes provision for the granting of certain relief from customs duty 
and income tax to persons establishing factories in connection with 
such industries and for purposes incidental to or connected with any 
of the foregoing purposes. 

No. 10: The Arbitration Ordinance makes provision for arbitration 
proceedings in the Colony. 

No. 17: The Employment of Women, Young Persons and Children 
Ordinance gives effect to certain international Conventions adopted by 
the International Labour Conference, amending earlier Conventions, 
affecting the minimum age for admission of children to industrial 
employment and employment at sea which have not been individually 
ratified by Her Majesty’s Government but which were included in the 
Schedule of the Labour Standards (Non-Metropolitan Territories) 
Convention, 1947, which Her Majesty’s Government has since ratified. 
The Ordinance also modifies the definition of “industrial undertaking”’ 
as suggested by the Secretary of State so as to prohibit the coaling of 
ships by children by hand which was previously technically permissible. 

No. 20: The Juveniles Ordinance makes provision for the care and 
protection of juveniles, the trial and treatment of juvenile offenders 
and the establishment of juvenile courts and approved schools. 

No. 24: The Accidents and Occupational Diseases (Notification) 
Ordinance provides for the notification of accidents and occupational 
diseases occurring to employed persons. 

No. 29: The Hotels Aid Ordinance seeks to encourage the Hotel 
Industry in St. Vincent by granting inter alia certain relief in respect of 
customs duties to persons who construct or equip hotels in the Colony. 

No. 30: Zhe Supreme Court (Amendment) Ordinance provides that 
a Queen’s Counsel in the Colony shall perform none of the functions 
which in England are performed by a solicitor. (In St. Vincent the 
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two branches of the legal profession are not separate and a barrister 
may perform all and any of the functions of a solicitor). 


No. 33: The Telecommunications Ordinance repeals the Wireless 
Telegraphy Ordinance (Cap. 208) and substitutes legislation of a 
modern nature. 


No. 37 : The Crown Proceedings Ordinance amends the law relating 
to the civil liabilities and rights of the Crown and the law relating to the 
civil liabilities of persons other than the Crown in certain cases in- 
volving the affairs or property of the Crown. 


1953 


No. 1: The Wages Councils Ordinance provides for the establish- 
ment of Wages Councils. 
No. 6: The Liquor Licence (Amendment) Ordinance 
(a) provides for a special class of licence for proprietary clubs ; 
(b) makes other provision for the grant of occasional licences to 
licensed retailers ; 
(c) provides for the grant of occasional licences to persons not already 
licensed subject to conditions ; and 
(d) transfers to the Magistrate the power of the Treasurer as to trans- 
fers of licences and removals in urgent cases. 


No. 10: The Education (Amendment) Ordinance provides that the 
award of the St. Vincent Scholarship may be made biennially rather 
than triennially. 


No. 13: The Magistrates (Amendment) Ordinance makes other and 
better provision for the appointment of additional Magistrates or 
Magistrate for special purposes in the Colony. 


No. 14: The Telecommunications (Amendment) Ordinance enables 
blind persons to be exempted from paying fees for licences 1n respect 
of wireless receiving sets. 


No. 16: The Income Tax (Amendment) Ordinance widens the scope 
of section 41 of the Income Tax Ordinance, 1948 (No. 23 of 1948), so 
as to include within the returns required by that section of all monies 
paid or payable to any person by virtue of any transaction conducted 
by a bank or ather person in which such person has a right to demand 
or receive the.said money from the bank or other person. The Ordin- 
ance also gives Magistrates power to order the delivery of lists, returns, 
etc., within a prescribed period (and to extend the same) 1n cases where 
a taxpayer has failed to deliver such lists, returns, etc., in the first 
instance. Appropriate penalties are prescribed for non-compliance 
with the Magistrate’s order. 


No. 17: The Indictable Offences (Amendment) Ordinance raises the 
age at which the death sentence may be pronounced upon a person 
from 16 to 18 years, and provides that such person must have attained 
that age at the time the offence concerned was committed. The 
Ordinance also removes from the statute book a discrimination against 
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women of immoral character by giving to prostitutes protection from 
procurement thus curing one particular in which the laws of St. Vincent 
were at variance with the Convention for the Suppression of Traffic in 
Persons. 


Chapter 9: Justice, Police and Prisons 
JUSTICE 


A resident Puisne Judge presides over the Supreme Court of the 
Windward Islands and Leeward Islands in St. Vincent. The Supreme 
Court has appellate, civil and criminal jurisdiction, and also hears 
matters in its probate, divorce and Admiralty jurisdictions. 

The Colony is divided into three Magisterial Districts. Districts I 
and II consist of the islands of St. Vincent and Bequia. District III 
consists of the islands of Union, Mayreau and Canouan. 

There are three Magistrates, one being the Magistrate of Districts I 
and II, the second being the Magistrate of District III, and the third 
being the Additional Magistrate of the Colony. 

The local system of law enforced by the Colony falls under the two 
main heads: statute law duly passed by eeielauon etc., and the 
common law of England. 


The Supreme Court 

(a) Original Jurisdiction : The Court hears all matters which are 
heard and determined by the High Court of Justice in England, 
viz., Queen’s Bench Division, Divorce, Probate and Admiralty 
Division and Chancery Division, except as otherwise provided 
for by local legislation. An appeal from this Court lies to the 
West Indian Court of Appeal and thence to the Privy Council 
Committee. 


(b) Summary Jurisdiction: The Court hears and determines without 
a jury or counsel all civil actions, whether of a legal or equitable 
nature, and all matters arising thereout or incidental thereto, in 
which the debt or damage claimed, or the amount or value does 
not exceed £50 and in actions for the recovery of possession 
where the value does not exceed £30. An appeal from this 
Court lies to the Windward Islands and Leeward Islands Court 
of Appeal. 

(c) Criminal Jurisdiction : In the exercise of its criminal jurisdiction 
the Court has cognisance of all treasons, felonies, misdemeanours 
and offences committed in the Colony or within three miles of 
any of the shores of the Colony ; and of all treasons, felonies, 
misdemeanours and offences authorised to be tried and deter- 
mined in the Court under and by any Imperial Statute now or 
hereafter to be passed for the purpose. 
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The Magistrates’ Court 

(a) Criminal Jurisdiction: The Court hears and determines all 
complaints or informations for summary offences. 

(b) Civil Jurisdiction: The Court determines all actions of contract or 
tort other than cases of detenue where the amount claimed or 
value of the thing claimed whether as a debt, balance of account 
or damages or otherwise is in the case of actions of contract not 
more than £20 and in the case of actions of tort not more than 
£10 ; for damages for detention of, and/or for the recovery of 
any chattel or thing which is not more than £20 and in cases for 
the recovery of possession where the value does not exceed £20 ; 
and generally in all other matters in which jurisdiction is by any 
law expressly given to Magistrates or Justices of the Peace. An 
appeal from the Magistrates’ Court lies to the Supreme Court 
in its appellate jurisdiction. 


POLICE 

Organisation and Establishment 

The establishment of the Police Force includes two officers, but for 
the greater part of 1953 the post of Assistant Superintendent remained 
vacant. Direct control of all branches of the Force was exercised by 
the Superintendent. These branches include Clerical, Criminal 
Investigation Department, Immigration, Special Branch, Process, 
Stores and Armoury, Fire Brigade, Traffic, Licensing, Band, Auxiliary 
Police and Rural Constabulary. 

The authorised establishment and actual strength of the Force on 
31st December, 1953, is compared in the following table with 1951 
and 1952. 


Establishment Strength 

1951 1952 1953 1951 1952 1953 
Superintendent. ] ] ] ] 1 1 
Assistant Superintendent ] ] l ~ 
Inspector. : 1(S.M) 1 ] 1(S.M) 1 1 
Sub-Inspector ] ] ] - l 
Station-Sergeant . | 3 3 | 4 3 
Sergeants ... . 6 5 6 6 5 6 
Corporals . ; . 10 10 11 10 10 10 
Lance-Corporals . . 19 19 20 19 19 - 
Constables . . . T71 71 86 71 66 104 


111 112) 130~—Ss AA 107) = 126 


An authorised increase of the establishment by one sergeant, one 
corporal, one lance-corporal and 15 constables during 1953 brought 
the total establishment up to that recommended by Brigadier A. S. 
Mavrogordato, O.B.E., after his special inspection of the Force in 
March, 1950, but no account has been taken of the extra duties involved 
since the Police took over Immigration from the Customs Department, 
since the formation of a Police Band, and other commitments. 
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To relieve the strain on manpower caused by the formation of the 
Police Band, an establishment was created for nine Band cadets and 
this strength has been maintained. 

On 30th December, 1953, the rank of lance-corporal was abolished 
and approval was given for an increase of five in the rank of 
corporal and for the extension of the salary scale of constables by two 
increments. 


Health 


The average number of days per man lost through sickness was just 
under three. 


Discipline 


The disciplinary charges brought amounted to one for every three 
members of the Force. In 1949 the ratio was almost the reverse, i.e. 
an average of three per man. There was a remarkable decrease in the 
incidence of charges in the latter half of 1953. 


Recruitment and Training 


The proportionately large intake of recruits both in 1952 and 1953 
were given the usual six months’ training, but the resources of a small 
Force are inadequate to provide full-time instructors and compre- 
hensive instruction in all Police duties which modern conditions require. 
The ee of a cone Training School in Barbados is eagerly 
await 


Accommodation 


The accommodation at Headquarters and Central Police Station is 
very cramped. The necessity for keeping the public offices entirely 
separated from the domestic accommodation has become very 
apparent. 

A new police station was completed at Union Island and the stations 
in the Grenadines are now first class. Much remains to be dane, how- 
ever, in St. Vincent proper and a priority list has been drawn up. A 
new station is scheduled for Sandy Bay, eight miles north of George- 
town, and in the meantime temporary arrangements have been made 
to accommodate two men in this area | which previously rarely saw a 
policeman. 


Traffic Branch 

Until another Department can take over the collection of revenue 
from miscellaneous licences, the staff of this branch is mainly engaged 
in clerical and accounting work instead of on active control of motor 
traffic. There is a steady increase in the number of vehicles registered 
in the Colony but the standard of driving remains poor. A Highway 
Code was produced by the Superintendent and has recently been issued 
by authority of the Legislative Council. 

There were no fatal accidents during 1953 but 36 persons were 
injured in a total of 67 reported accidents, as compared with two killed 
and 26 injured in 51 reported accidents in 1952. The following table 
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shows the ambos of various types of vehicle registered in the Colony 
as at 3lst December, 1953. 


Private Cars. ; ; . 325 
Hire Cars ; : te 63 
Trucks. . : . 170 
Buses : . : : 44 
Jeeps and Station Waggons 10 
Motor Cycles (solo) : 57 
Motor Cycles (combination) . 1 
Motor Hearses : : . ; : 2 
Tractors . 12 
Trailers. , : . 7 

691 

Transport 


In 1953 one light Bedford pick-up and two Land-Rovers were 
purchased. These, with four motor cycles, four pedal cycles and two 
rowing boats, are all the transport at the disposal of the Police, so that, 
despite the considerable improvement effected in 1953, the Force is 
still largely immobile. 


Immigration 

The Police continue to provide the Immigration Service. The total 
number of immigrants in 1953 was 4,656 and the total number of 
emigrants 4,899. More than one-third of these were carried by air. 
The figures for 1952 are not available. 


Fire Brigade 

There is as yet no full-time Fire Brigade in the Colony and the 
responsibility for maintaining a fire-fighting service rests with the 
Police. The possibilities of forming and financing a small full-time 
Police Fire Brigade were exhaustively investigated but for the present 
there will be no change. 

The Volunteer Fire Brigade, numbering some 30 civilians, has con- 
tinued to give excellent service, attending regular practices and turning 
out at official ceremonies. 


Auxiliary Police 

This Force, with an establishment of 72, is undergoing some re- 
organisation. The strength has fluctuated somewhat during the year 
but is being brought to the maximum number. For administration 
purposes the Volunteer Fire Brigade is being incorporated in this Force 
as a special fire-fighting section. The combined Force will provide a 
very valuable reserve in case of any emergency as the training of both 
sections will be extended to cover operations in both fields. This 
variety should help to maintain interest during the quieter periods. 


Crime 
The incidence of crime continues to be high. In 1953, of a total of 
4,140 reports investigated by the Police, charges were brought in 2,081 
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cases : 1,466 were still under investigation at the close o the year and 
593 were closed. 

A total of 2,789 persons were apprehended or summoned ; 67 were 
proceeded against in the higher Courts and 46 convicted ; 2,204 were 
proceeded against in the Magistrates’ Court and 1,765 convicted. 
One thousand, eight hundred and eleven persons all told were found 
guilty, including 160 for crimes against the person, 30 for crimes 
against property with violence, 506 for crimes against property without 
violence, 68 for traffic offences and 1,046 for minor offences. One 
murder was reported and a conviction secured but the 16 year old 
youth found guilty was ordered to be detained during the Queens’ 
pleasure. Eleven other persons were sentenced to three years imprison- 
ment or over, six for one year and under three, 20 for periods of six 
months and under one year and 280 others for lesser periods. One 
thousand, five hundred and four persons were fined and 461 cautioned 
or otherwise disposed of. 

Twenty probation orders were made in the case of children under 16. 


Coroner 


During 1953, 30 deaths were investigated by the Police and reports 
forwarded to the Coroner. Eighteen inquests were held. The short- 
age of doctors is reflected in the large number of deaths which have to 
be investigated. 


Police Band 


The Band consists of 12 n.c.o.s and constables (part-time), nine full- 
time Band cadets, and a part-time Bandmaster. With the acquisition 
of several new instruments, the balance of the band has been consider- 
ably improved and its services are in great demand. 


Police Woman 


One police woman was enrolled in 1953. The appointment was 
experimental and she was sworn in as a Rural Constable. She was 
trained with the recruits’ class, and has been uniformed and employed. 
on miscellaneous duties. It is intended to seek approval for the addition 
of one police woman to the regular Police establishment. 


Radio 
Special test equipment is in production by Pye Radio and it is hoped 
to equip a number of stations for radio communication during 1954. 


PRISONS 


The penal administration of the Colony is supervised by the Super- 
intendent, 21 male officers and two matrons. The senior Prison staff 
was increased by one during 1953. 

In 1952 the Superintendent of Prisons attended Wakefield College, 
England, where he studied modern prison administration. 

The main prison is in Kingstown, the farm prison is about 14 miles 
and the female prison at Fort Charlotte about 2 miles from the city. 
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The following table shows the number of admissions over a period 


of six years : 
Persons Convicted Persons on Remand Total 
Male — Female Male Female. | 
1948 232 37 111 3 383 
1949 219 27 119 2 367 
1950 266 38 149 4 457 
1951 272 33 134 4 443 
1952 258 28 150 6 442 
1953 281 37 165 4 487 


The daily average prison population was 114.58 in 1952 and 124.46 
in 1953. The latter shows an increase of 9.88 on the previous 
year, and represents a ratio of 1.70 per thousand of the Colony’s 
population. 

Discipline in the prison has been greatly improved within the last 
four years. This is due entirely to the application of modern methods. 
Recreation, including indoor and outdoor games, the facilities offered 
by the prison library, a school programme, religious education and 
other social activities are some of the items that make for the mental, 
spiritual and physical improvement of the prisoners. 

The health of the prisoners was good, the average number of persons 
on the daily sick list was 4.48 in 1952 and 4.21 in 1953. Twenty-one 
prisoners were sent to hospital in 1952 and 19 in 1953. The prisoners’ 
diet is simple but balanced. 

The Prison Farm, Ottley Hall, absorbs over 50 per cent of the prison 
labour. The main occupations on the farm are the cultivation of 
cotton and vegetables, dairy farming, stone quarrying and mechanical 
stone crushing. There is also a coconut coir industry. Prisoners 
living on the farm are given plots of land to work in their spare time 
and are helped with expert advice. 

Carpentry, shoemaking, tailoring, baking and concrete-block making 
are carried on at the main prison. Handicraft is also done, especially 
by female prisoners and young offenders. 

Prison industries are financed from Colony funds and the revenue 
is paid into the Treasury. The actual revenue over the last six years 
is as follows : 

: Actual Revenue 


$ 
1948 ‘ ‘ 17,142 
1949... , 19,002 
1950. : é , 21,275 
1951. ‘ : z 25,136 
1952. P : , 32,666 
1953 ; 35,659 


The classification of prisoners continues. Prisoners can earn 4a 
small sum of money for their work. 

The award of extra-mural punishment by the Courts has been 
effective in reducing the number of people committed to prison. 
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Remission of one-fourth is given on all sentences in excess of one 
month. A prisoner may forfeit part or all his remission for breach of 
prison regulations. 

A home for juvenile delinquents, the Fair Hall Children’s Home, 
was opened in December, 1953. It is under the supervision of the 
Education Department and is intended to house 32 boys who, having 
appeared before the Juvenile Courts, are selected for admission by a 
panel of assessors. 

The Prison Visiting Committee show a keen interest in the welfare 
of the prisoners. 

There is no full-time After-Care Officer. The Superintendent of 
Prisons undertakes this work. 


Chapter 10: Public Works and Public Utilities 


ELECTRICITY 


Electric current is supplied by the Colonial Development Corporation 
to Georgetown, Mesopotamia and Kingstown. 

The Cold Storage, which was an ancillary of the Government 
Electricity Department, was taken over by the Colonial Development 
Corporation during the period under review. 


WATER SUPPLIES 


Work on water distribution in the southern area was continued. On 
the Leeward side of the island the system has reached Camden Park, 
Clare Valley and Rilland Hill. On the Windward side it has reached 
Harmony Hall, Glamorgan, Belmont and Stubbs. Public stand-pipes 
have been erected at strategic spots along the roads. Extension of 
the Troumaca water supply is now complete and more private con- 
sumers have been connected to the mains. A new source of water is 
being explored with the hope of supplying water to the Buccament 
area. In 1953 a small water storage tank was built at Overland 
Village in the North Windward district. 


PUBLIC WORKS 


In addition to the projects undertaken with Colonial Development 
and Welfare funds the Public Works Department carried out the full 
maintenance of roads, river banks and buildings, and constructed new 
buildings from local funds. 

Buildings 

The administrative building, operating theatre and the service block 
for the female ward were completed at the Colonial Hospital. Con- 
struction of a new kitchen at the hospital and a laundry near 
the Nurses’ Hostel at Montrose was commenced in 1953. The Tuber- 
culosis Hospital was removed from Arnos Vale to Montrose, and a 
matron’s house, a laundry and kitchen were built. 
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Major repairs were done to the Grammar School and the laboratory 
was renovated. The basement of the Troumaca school was enclosed. 
The Barrouallie school, which is of the open type, was made secure 
against unauthorised entry. A new police station at Ashton, Union © 
Island, was completed. 

The Public Works Department undertook the construction of the 
new vegetable market for the Kingstown Board. This building, of 
prefabricated steel frame, occupies a block between Bay Street and 
Middle Street and is the first of its kind erected in the Colony. A road 
depot of “‘landcrete”’ blocks was built at Colonarie. 

Equipment 

The use of a bulldozer and grader have increased the speed and 
lessened the cost of road construction and cutting of embankments. 
A lathe arrived during 1953 and was installed at the Machine Shop 
at Arnos Vale. The public is taking advantage of its presence and 
several jobs which formerly had to be sent abroad can now be performed 
locally. 


Chapter 11: Communications 
SHIPPING 


There has not yet been a full-scale resumption of the regular steamship 
passenger and cargo services to and from the Colony. Occasional 
cargo calls, however, continued to be made by vessels of the Canadian 
National and Alcoa Steamship Lines. These offer limited passenger 
accommodation, which is supplemented by periodic visits from ships 
of other lines both northbound and southbound. In addition north- 
bound and southbound calls are made throughout the year by smaller 
motor vessels operating between Barbados, the Windward Islands and 
the Netherlands West Indies. 


AIR 


The St. Vincent Government Air Service, operated with Grumman 
amphibian aircraft chartered from British Guiana Airways, connects 
St. Vincent with Trinidad, Barbados, St. Lucia, Grenada, Dominica 
and Martinique. 


ROADS 


Reconstruction of the Leeward highway progressed and a distance 
of four miles of oiled road was completed during these two years. 
The earth road from Kingstown to Bois Wood, the Dorsetshire Hill 
road and the Dasent Cottage road leading to the Tuberculosis Hospital 
were Oiled a distance of about a quarter-mile each. On certain parts 
of the Leeward highway blind corners that constituted a danger to 
traffic were widened. A track was widened at Palmyra to allow 
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haulage of arrowroot to the new co-operative factory there. In 
addition to the reconditioning of 28 miles of produce feeder roads 
which was financed from Colonial Development and Welfare funds 
(see. page 7), 14 miles of feeder roads were repaired or recon- 
structed, especially where extensive banana cultivation has begun. A 
reinforced concrete bridge was built to replace the old wooden bridge 
at Greggs. A wooden bridge was constructed at Hermitage. 

The number of vehicles in the Colony is given on page 32. 


POSTS 


There are 11 postal money order offices and 16 small district post 
offices for sale of stamps and distribution and receipt of registered and 
ordinary letters. 

There is no postal telegraph service : all telegrams are sent through 
Cable and Wireless (West Indies) Limited which operates a branch in 
the Colony. 

During 1953 a total of 949,079 postal articles were dealt with com- 
pared with 920,630 in 1952. 

Import duty collected by the General Post Office in 1953 amounted 
to $54,174 as against $39,424 in 1952. 

Stamp sales in 1953 totalled $72,818. 


TELEPHONES 
The Telephone Service, formerly a branch of the Electricity Depart- 
ment, is now a sub-department of the Public Works Department. In 
view of the condition of the present plant new subscribers are not 
accepted except in the case of grave urgency. Reconstruction of the — 
whole system is still under consideration. 


Chapter 12: Press, Broadcasting, Films and 
Government Information Services 


PRESS 
The Vincentian is the only local newspaper and is published weekly. 


BROADCASTING 


Plans are on foot to establish a broadcasting service in the Windward 
Islands. 

Broadcasting was begun on an amateur basis in the Colony during 
1953. Broadcasts at first took the form of lectures and discussions on 
topics of general interest. More recently they have included musical 
items, quiz programmes, interviews and items of news. 
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FILMS 


There are two commercial cinemas. The films are imported from 
the United Kingdom and the United States of America. 


INFORMATION SERVICES 


Arrangements are being made to appoint a Public Relations Officer. 
During the years under review a small amount of information work 
was carried out by the Labour Commissioner. A bulletin entitled 
““Challenge’’, published weekly, kept the public informed about the 
policies, actions and achievements of the Government. 


PART III 
Chapter 1: Geography and Climate 


THE island of St. Vincent is situated in the Caribbean Sea, between 
longitudes 61° 7’ and 61° 17’ west and latitudes 13° 7’ and 13° 23’ north. 
Its total area, including its Grenadines dependencies, is about 150 
square miles. 

The main island is about 133 square miles in area, with a maximum 
length of 18 miles and width of 11 miles. It is roughly elliptical in 
shape, with its long axis approximately north-south. A backbone of 
thickly wooded mountains extending along the main axis divides the 
island into Windward and Leeward districts. The topography is very 
broken, and numerous spurs run down in irregular ridges from the 
axial range to the sea. 

The populations of the main districts are as follows : 


Kingstown and suburbs ; . . 14,766 
Calliaqua . , : ; : . 9,065 
Georgetown : : ; ’ 5,550 
Marriaqua ; 5,214 
Colonarie . : : : : 2 4,829 
Chateaubelair : ; ; : 4,634 
Layou : : : 4,152 
Barrouallie ; 3,265 


4 
ca oe a 


(These figures are taken from the 1946 census). 


The climate is healthy. There are two seasons: the dry season 
usually extending from January to April, and the wet season from May 
to December. During the period December to April the weather is 
cooler and more pleasant. 

The annual range of temperature usually varies from 67°F. to 89°F. 
with a maximum seldom over 92°F. in the shade. 

The rainfall at the Botanic Station, where records have been kept 
for the longest period, was 82.69 inches in 1952. This was 21.38 
inches less than the total fall for 1951, and 17.92 inches less than the 
58 years’ average of 100.61 for the period 1894-1951. The total rain- 
fall for 1953 was 104.99 inches. 

The highest reading of the barometer for 1952 was 30.045 inches 
recorded on 9th January and 19th March and for 1953 30.092 
inches recorded on 22nd February. The lowest was 29.790 inches 
recorded on 19th November, 1952, and 29.793 inches recorded on 
3rd September, 1953. 

At the Kingstown Station the mean monthly temperature for 1952 
and 1953 was 80.7°F. 

Earthquake shocks were recorded on 24th August, 1952, and 9th 
and 19th March, 1953. 
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Chapter 2: History 


St. Vincent was inhabited by Caribs when Christopher Columbus 
discovered the island on 22nd January, 1498, and named it after the 
Saint whose martyrdom is celebrated on that day. He sailed away, 
leaving the Caribs in undisputed possession. By the second decade of 
the twentieth century only one family of Caribs of pure origin survived. 
The most interesting remains of this primitive people are the stone 
axes, knives, etc., now kept in the Museum of the Kingstown Library, 
and some large stones, probably altars, with peculiar engravings, which 
are to be found in different parts of the island. 

In 1627 St. Vincent was included in a patent given by King Charles I 
to the Earl of Carlisle, but no settlement was attempted. The French 
also had claims on the island, holding that it was included in the grant 
made by Cardinal Richelieu to M. d’Esnambuc in 1626. They were 
however content not to press their claims so long as the island was not 
formally occupied by the British. Small numbers of adventurers of 
both countries risked settling among the Caribs : the French were the 
more numerous and the more successful at winning Carib friendship. 
Settlements were made along the Leeward Coast in places which still 
bear French names, and it was the French who first settled where the 
capital, Kingstown, now stands. 

In 1660 a local treaty was made between the French and English 
Governors of the Leewards and between the French and the Caribs 
which recognised the neutrality of St. Vincent. But the treaties were 
not recognised by the Council for Plantations or by Barbados. 

Lord Willoughby, the lessee of the Carlisle Patent, was appointed 
Governor of the Caribbee Islands in 1663 and in 1668, in order to 
assert his authority, he sent a small expedition to St. Vincent. Too 
small to conquer the Caribs, the expedition nevertheless contrived to 
make a treaty with the Caribs by which they acknowledged themselves 
subjects of the King of England. In order to strengthen his claim 
under the Patent, Lord Willoughby had the three Indian islands (St. 
Vincent, St. Lucia and Dominica) inserted by name in his Governor’s 
commission in 1672. 

In 1675 a number of African slaves were shipwrecked in the Grena- 
dines and made their way to St. Vincent. They intermarried with the 
local inhabitants and their descendants came to be known as the 
Black Caribs to differentiate them from the aborigines or Yellow 
Caribs. 

When the War of the Austrian Succession was brought to an end 
by the Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle in 1748, St. Vincent was declared 
neutral. But only 14 years later it was seized by British forces under 
the command of Admiral Rodney and General Monckton ; and St. 
Vincent was ceded to England by the Treaty of Paris in 1763. 

Although the Caribs were not mentioned in the Treaty of Paris, it 
was decided not to disturb them in the possession of their land. But 
European settlers made such strong representations that at the 


40 


HISTORY Al 


beginning of 1768 instructions were given for the movement of the 
Caribs to another part of the island and for the disposal of their land 
to the settlers. This roused Carib suspicion and a state of unrest 
followed till in 1772 additional troops were sent to the island to subdue 
them. The Caribs resisted so strenuously that the major objects of 
the expedition were foregone. In the treaty made on 17th February, 
1773, the Caribs acknowledged His Majesty’s sovereignty without 
reserve, agreed to take an oath of fidelity and allegiance and ceded a 
large tract of valuable land to the Crown, but they retained a large 
measure of self-government and the districts they kept were secured in 
perpetuity to them and their posterity. 

During the American War of Independence, St. Vincent was captured 
by the French in June, 1779 ; but the island was restored to the 
British by the Treaty of Versailles in 1783. However, war broke out 
again between England and France ; and in March, 1795, aided by the 
French residents of St. Vincent and instigated by Victor Hugues, the 
representative of the National Convention in Guadeloupe, the Caribs 
broke out from their reservations and for a time threatened to master 
the whole island. Early in the fighting their leader Chatoyer was 
killed in single combat with Major Alexander Leith, but this had little 
effect on the course of the war. Three regiments had arrived in 
September, 1795, but it was not until June, 1796, when Sir Ralph 
Abercromby came with further reinforcements, that the Caribs were 
finally subdued. The majority of the Caribs on surrendering were 
deported to the island of Roatan in the Bay of Honduras. 

After peace was restored, in order to make it easy for planters to 
convey their sugar (the chief product) to Kingstown by land instead of 
by sea, the Government undertook to maintain a satisfactory road 
between the Carib Country, the great sugar area, and Kingstown, and 
constructed at Byera Hill, near Georgetown, a tunnel 250 feet long. 
But the planters were in difficulties ; their properties had been ravaged 
in the disturbances and they were in debt. And in 1812 Soufriere 
“erupted with such force as to blow away its summit and devastate the 
greater part of the island’. Most of the coffee and cocoa trees were 
destroyed and the sugar crop ruined. 

In the eighteen-thirties a further great change took place in the eco- 
nomic and social structure of the island. Slavery was abolished in 
1834, and although England gave considerable compensation to the 
masters of slaves, they were still poorer than before their slaves were 
liberated, and found it extremely difficult to maintain the production of 
sugar as before. The former slaves were unwilling to work for low 
wages, and tried as far as they could to be independent and to acquire 
lands of their own. In 1851 the Lieutenant-Governor, Sir John 
Campbell, wrote about them : “As a general rule they possess, beyond 
all reasonable question, most of the essential elements of progress, and 
in a pre-eminent degree, natural intelligence and quickness of per- 
ception sharpened by a praiseworthy desire to better their condition.” 

Fourteen years after the abolition of slavery, Portuguese were 
imported in fairly large numbers from Madeira to work on the estates, 
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and a little more than a decade later East Indians arrived for the same 
purpose. Both the Portuguese and the East Indians are now well 
respected members of the island community. 

In the second half of the nineteenth century the price of sugar fell and 
a serious depression set in, which lasted until the end of the century. 
Before prosperity returned, the island suffered a great calamity in the 
hurricane of 1898, which killed about 300 people and damaged many 
buildings. This was followed four years later by a disastrous volcanic 
eruption, which devastated the northern part of the island. These 
disasters shook the morale of the people, who for some time after 
seemed inclined to adopt a fatalistic attitude. 

_ At the beginning of the present century steps were taken to ameliorate 

the condition of the people by the introduction of a peasant land 
settlement scheme, and to assist the scheme an agricultural school was 
established, which functioned for twelve years. In 1903 Sir Daniel 
Morris, Commissioner for Agriculture for the West Indies, introduced 
the growing of Sea Island cotton. But the most profitable product 
of the Colony 1s arrowroot, which was introduced after 1834. 

Prior to the abolition of slavery the Churches were solely responsible 
for education. In 1834 Government made its first grant of £80 
towards education, and by 1849 there were 27 aided primary schools 
receiving a Government grant of £800 per annum, and aco-educational 
secondary school was opened with a roll of 19 pupils. But unfortun- 
ately the ravages of yellow fever in 1853 and of cholera in 1854 led to 
the closing of the secondary school and most of the primary schools 
in 1855. It was not until 1908 that both primary and secondary edu- 
cation were established on a sound basis and a resident inspector of 
schools was appointed. In 1922 Government decided to award 
biennially a scholarship tenable for five years at any university in 1 the 
British Empire. 

Much has changed in the last fifty years ; and St. Vincent is at 
present managing to hold her own with the help of grants-in-aid and 
the assistance given under the Colonial Development and Welfare Act, 
which has already brought improvements, inter alia, in agriculture, 
sanitation, town-planning, roads and schools. 

The first Village Councils’. Ordinance was passed in 1948, making 
provision for the establishment of Village Councils and administratiou 
of villages by these Councils. 

The Small Towns Regulation (Amendment) Ordinances, also passed 
in 1948, provide for the establishment of partly elected and partly 
nominated Boards with an elected ma sea 


Chapter 3: hsheiiinastiing = 
CONSTITUTION 


The Government of St. Vincent originally consisted of a Governor, 
Council and Assembly. In 1856-an Executive Council was created. 
In 1867 the constitution. was found: ao longer suited to the altered- 
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circumstances of the Colony, and the House of Assembly and the 
Legislative Council were abrogated and a single Legislative Assembly 
was created, composed of 12 members—3 ex officio, 3 nominated by 
the Crown and 6 elected by the people. 

This constitution in turn was abrogated by an Act of the local 
Legislature, and until December, 1924, the Legislative Council con- 
sisted of official and unofficial members nominated and appointed by 
the Crown. 

By an Order in Council dated March, 1924, as amended by an Order 
in Council dated February, 1931, a partly elected Legislative Council 
was constituted, consisting of the Governor, 3 ex officio members, 
1 nominated official member, 1 nominated unofficial member and 
3 elected members. The island was divided into three electoral 
districts, each returning one elected member. It was provided that 
an election should take place every three years, and elections under 
this constitution took place in 1925, 1928 and 1931. 

A new Legislative Council for the Colony of St. Vincent was con- 
stituted by Order of His Majesty in Privy Council, dated 27th October, 
1936. The unofficial representation was increased from 3 elected and 
1 nominated to 5 elected and 3 nominated members, while the official 
membership was reduced to two in number. The Colony was divided 
into five electoral districts, the Grenadines for the first time being 
constituted a district. 

A new constitution was given to the Colony by Order in Council 
dated Ist August, 1951. This provided for a Legislative Council 
consisting of the Administrator, two ex officio members, three nomin- 
ated members and eight elected members. The boundaries of the 
electoral districts were re-defined, as closely as possible, on a popula- 
tion basis. This increased representation, allowing for a clear 
unofficial majority, was accompanied by a grant of the franchise to all 
persons attaining the age of 21 years. The first elections under this 
constitution took place on 15th October, 1951. 

There is an Executive Council consisting of two or, if the Governor 
is present in the Executive Council, three ex officio members, one 
member, being a person holding a public office in the island, styled the 
official member and one member, being a nominated member of the 
Legislative Council, styled the nominated member, both of whom are 
appointed by the Governor by Instrument under the Public Seal of the 
Island, and three members, being elected by the Legislative Council 
from among its elected members, and styled the elected members. 


JUDICIAL 
A description of the judicial system is given in Part II, Gases 9. 


ADMINISTRATIVE ORGANISATION 
Government employees at the end of 1952 numbered 1,125, exclud- 
ing daily paid workers and casual employees. 
Training courses for junior clerical officers were held in 1952 and 
1953. 
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Local Government 

Town Boards exist in Kingstown, the capital, and in Georgetown, 
Calliaqua, Layou, Barrouallie and Chateaubelair and in Port Elizabeth 
on the island of Bequia. 


Kingstown Board. The Kingstown Board is a body corporate con- 
sisting of eight persons, all of whom are elected members. The term 
of office is limited to two years, but members are eligible for re-election. 


Local Authorities. The Local Government Ordinance of 1951 pro- 
vides for the division of the Colony into urban and village districts. 
The Governor in Council is empowered to define village districts by 
order from time to time. The local authorities of the small towns are 
called Town Boards and of village districts, Village Councils. Electors 
and candidates for election to local authorities must be British sub- 
jects, of full age, able to read and write the English language, and 
resident in the district in which they vote or seek election. 

Each local authority consists of six persons, at least four of whom 
are elected. The members select one of their number to be chairman. 


Chapter 4: Weights and Measures 


British imperial standard weights and measures are in use in the 
Colony and the Police act as inspectors of weights and measures. 


Chapter 5: ReadingList 


Admiralty Charts, No. 791, 1908 ; No. 501, 1932. 

ANDERSON, R. M. (editor). The St. Vincent Handbook. Sth edition. 
Kingstown, “Vincentian” Office, 1938. 

ANDERSON, R. M. (editor). Notes and Reflections on St. Vincent, 
with chronology from 1498-1930. Kingstown, 1930. 

Annual Register. Vol. 16, 1773. (pages 83-92). 

Authentic papers relative to the expedition against the Charibbs and the 
sale of lands in the island of St. Vincent. London, Almon, 1773. 

BRISBANE, SIR CHARLES. Communications from Sir Charles Brisbane, 
Governor of St. Vincent, to the House of Assembly of that colony 
. . . enclosing certain bills for meliorating the condition of, and for 
emancipating the slave population of the colony. 1826. 
Communications from Sir Charles Brisbane, K.C.B., Governor of 
St. Vincent to the House of Assembly of that colony enclosing 
Lord Bathurst’s despatch of the 9th July, with the joint reply 
of the Council and Assembly ; and a letter depicting alarm and 
danger excited by the insurrection in Demerara. 1823. 

eerie ALAN. History of the British West Indies. Allen & Unwin, 
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EARLE, K. W. Geology of St. Vincent and the neighbouring Grenadines. 
Kingstown, 1924, 

HicHuaM, C. S. S. The development of the Leeward Islands under the 
Restoration, 1660-1688. Cambridge University Press, 1921. 
MUSGRAVE, T. B. C. Historical sketch of the colony of St. Vincent. 

Kingstown, 1891. 

PARES, RICHARD. War and Trade in the West Indies, 1739-1763. 
Oxford University Press, 1936. : 

RAGATZ, L. J. The fall of the Planter Class in the British Caribbean, 
1763-1833. New York, Century Publishers, 1928. 

SHEPHARD, CHARLES. An Historical Sketch of the island of St. Vincent. 
London, Nicol, 1831. 

URING, NATHANIEL. A relation of the late intended settlement of the 
islands of St. Lucia and St. Vincent in America ; in right of the 
Duke of Montagu and under His Grace’s direction and orders in 
the year 1722. London, J. Peele, 1725. 

YOUNG, SIR W. Account of the black Charaibs in the island of St. 
Vincent, with the Charaib treaty of 1779 (sic 1773) and other 
original documents compiled from the papers of the late Sir W. Y. 
1795. 


The following is a list of the main reports and memoranda published 
in the Colony. A separate list of Government publications available 
for sale to the public is given at Appendix VII. 

AGRICULTURE 

Agricultural Credit 

Memorandum, by the Superintendent of Agriculture (C. K. ROBINSON). 

Report on an Investigation of Credit Facilities for Small Cultivators 
in the Windward Islands (1945), by E. L. Jack, Chairman of the 
Jamaica Loans Societies Board. 

Report on Agricultural Credit Societies, St. Vincent, by A. L. JOLLy, 
Lecturer in Economics, Imperial College of Tropical Agriculture, 
Trinidad. 

Agricultural Policy 

Memorandum on an Agricultural Policy for St. Vincent (as presented 
by the Land Settlement and Development Board and adopted 
by the Legislative Council, 1946). 

Agricultural Staff 

Memorandum, by the Superintendent of Agriculture (C. K. ROBINSON). 

Land Settlement 

Memorandum (1944), by the Superintendent of Agriculture (C. K, 
ROBINSON). 

Livestock Policy 

Memorandum (1949), by the Superintendent of Agriculture (™. A. G. 
HANSCHELL). 
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Marketing of Local Produce | 
M emorandum, oy the aacaasicaii of Agriculture (C. K. ROBINSON). 


Processing 

Memorandum (1944), by the Superintendent of ASEM UES: (C. K. 
ROBINSON), on Arrowroot Research. 

Report, by A. R. WILLIAMSON, on the Organisation, T. ee and 
Equipment of the Arrowroot Industry in Saint Vincent, together 

_. with recommendations for its future. 

Memorandum (1944), by the Superintendent of Agriculture (C. K. 
ROBINSON), on Co-operative Factories. 

Memorandum (1944), by the Superintendent of Agriculture (C. K. 
ROBINSON), on Government Cotton Ginneries. 

Report, by P. W. BRIGGS, on Cotton Ginneries in the Leeward and 
Windward Islands and Barbados—1\8th March-17th a Ua 


Soil Conservation 


Memorandum (1944), by the Superintendent of ‘Agriculture (C. K. 
ROBINSON). 


CENSUS 


Preliminary Report on the Census Returns of 1946, by the Saint 
Vincent Census Officer (R. N. Jack, Labour Commissioner). 
Preliminary Report on the Census of Agriculture, by the Saint Vincent 

Census Officer (R. N. Jack, Labour Commissioner). _ 


CIVIL SERVICE 


Report (1944) of Committee, under the chairmanship of K. W. BLACK- 
_ BURNE, Administrative Secretary to the Comptroller for Develop- 

ment and Welfare in the West Indies, on questions of staffing of 
Government Departments and of Salaries of Civil Servants in Saint 
Vincent. 

Report (1948), of Committee on revision ‘of salaries of Government 
employees, and o.f wages of Government labourers. 

Civil Service List, 1949 (Revised as at Ist July, 1949). 


COMMUNICATIONS 


Preliminary Report (August, 1944), by S. R. H. BEARD, M.I.Mech.E., 
Harbour Engineer, Trinidad, on Kingstown Port Improvements. 

Supplementary Report (October, 1944) on Kingstown Port Improvements. 

Report on Fact-Finding Meeting on Shipping for British Caribbean 
Area, held at Headquarters of the Comptroller for Development 
and Welfare in Barbados in J uly, 1947. 

Memorandum (January, 1944), by the Superintendent of Public Works 

_(G. A. GRANT), on a Ten-Year Road Construction Scheme for 

Saint Vincent. 
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DEVELOPMENT 
‘A Plan of Development for St. Vincent, 1946-56, compiled and edited by 


BERNARD GIBBS, Government Secretary, under the: direction of 
R. H. GARVEY, C. M.G., M.B.E., Administrator of Saint Vincent. 


ECONOMICS 


Memorandum on the National Income of St. Vincent, 1942, by 
FREDERICK BENHAM, sometime Economic Adviser to the Comp- 
troller for Development and Welfare in the West Indies. 


Report (1943) on the Public Finances of St. Vincent, epg FREDERICK 
| BENHAM, 


EDUCATION 


Memorandum (1943), by S. A. HAMMOND, Educational Adviser to the 
Comptroller for Development and Welfare i in 1 the West. Indies, on 
Education in St. Vincent. 


Memorandum (1946) on Suggestions for a School Building Programme, 
by the Education Officer (J. W. oe 


FISHING INDUSTRY 


‘Memorandum (1945) on the Fishing Industry in St. Vincent wa: the 
St. Vincent Grenadines, by H. H. Brown, Director of Fishery 
Investigations in the British weet Indies. 


FORESTRY 


Report (1944) on Forestry in St. Vincent, by the Conservator of Forests, 
Trinidad and Tobago, after preliminary visits by J. S. BEARD, 
Assistant Conservator. 


GEOLOGY 


A Geological Investigation at. the Soufriere Volcano, April, 1946, by 
A. SENN, ac ae attached to the British Union Oil Co. Ltd., 
Barbados. 


The Geology o St. Vincent and the neighbouring ren taines, by 
KENNETH W. EARLE. 


HEALTH 
Proposals for a Policy for the Medical Department, St. Vincent, 


particularly in respect of the ten-year period, 1946-56, by the 
Senior Medical Officer (W. L. Wess). 


Report of a Malaria Survey (1944) of St. Vincent, by L. J. CHARLES, 
- Malariologist, Leeward—Windward Islands. | 
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HOUSING 


Report upon a Survey of Housing and Sanitary Conditions undertaken 
in St. Vincent during 1940-42, by the Senior Medical Officer 
(W. L. Wess). 


Report on Town and Country Planning and Housing in St. Vincent 
(1944), by R. GARDINER-MEDWIN, Town Planning Adviser to the 
Comptroller for Development and Welfare in the West Indies. 


Second Report on Town and Country Planning and Housing in St. 
Vincent (1944), by R. GARDINER-MEDWIN. 


PUBLIC UTILITIES 


Memorandum (1946) on Electricity Supply and proposed Hydro-Electric 
Development in St. Vincent, by GEORGE RODDAM, Hydraulic and 
Electric Engineer and Water Adviser to the Comptroller for 
Development and Welfare in the West Indies. 

Report on Water Supplies and Water Power in St. Vincent, by GEORGE 
RODDAM. 

Report, by C. J. KeiTH, General Superintendent of Plant, Trinidad 
Consolidated Telephones, Ltd., on survey of the Saint Vincent 
Telephone System, carried out 16th-30th March, 1945. 

Report (May, 1946), by PREECE, CARDEW and RIDER, Consulting 
Engineers to the Crown Agents for the Colonies, on the Saint 
Vincent Telephone System. 


SOCIAL WELFARE 


Report (1943) on Social Welfare in the Windward Islands, by T. S. 
SIMEY, sometime Social Welfare Adviser to the Comptroller for 
Development and Welfare in the West Indies. 

Report on a Visit to St. Vincent (1945), by D. IBBERSON, Social Welfare 
Adviser to the Comptroller for Development and Welfare in the 
West Indies. 


UNITED KINGDOM GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS 
Obtainable, if in print, from Her Majesty’s Stationery Office. 


British Dependencies in the Caribbean and North Atlantic, 1939-1952. 
Cmd. 8575, 1952. 
Closer Association of the British West Indian Colonies. Cmd. 7120, 


Conference on the Closer Association of the British West Indian Colonies 
Montego Bay, Jamaica, 11th September to 19th September, 1947. 
Part I: Report. Cmd. 7291, 1948. 9d. Part II : Proceedings. 
Colonial No. 218, 1948. 

Report of the British Caribbean acer Closer Association Committee, 
1948-49. Colonial No. 255, 


READING LIST 49 


Report of the Commission on the Unification of the Public Services in the 
British Caribbean Area. Colonial No. 254, 1950. 

Report of the Commission on the Establishment of a Customs Union in 
the British Caribbean Area, 1948-50. Colonial No. 268, 1951. 

Report by the Conference on West Indian Federation held in London in 
April, 1953. Cmd. 8837, 1953. 

The Plan for a British Caribbean Federation, agreed by the Conference 
eee Indian Federation, London, April, 1953. Cmd. 8895, 

West India Royal Commission Report. _Cmd. 6607, 1945. (Qut of 
print. 

Development and Welfare in the West Indies, 


1940-42. Colonial No. 184, 1943. 
1943-44. Colonial No. 189, 1945. Out of print. 
1945-46. Colonial No. 212, 1947. 
1947-49. Colonial No. 264, 1950. 
1950 Colonial No. 269, 1951. 
1951 Colonial No. 282, 1952. 
1952 Colonial No. 291, 1953. 
1953 Colonial No. 310, 1954. 


Agriculture in the West Indies. Colonial No. 182, 1942. Out of print. 

West India Royal Commission Report on Agriculture, Fisheries, 
Forestry and Veterinary Matters, by F. L. ENGLEDow. Cmd. 
6608, 1945. 

Report on Production of Fish in the Colonial Empire, by Dr. C. F. 
HICKLING. Colonial No. 300, 1954. 

An Economic Survey of the Colonial Territories, 1951. Vol. IV : The 
West Indian and American Territories. Colonial No. 281-4, 
1953. 

Report of the West Indies Committee of the Commission on Higher 
Education in the Colonies. Cmd. 6654, 1944. 
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APPENDIX III 
CUSTOMS TARIFF 


Articles 


Boots and Shoes (canvas 
with rubber soles) 
Boots and Shoes (where 

outer part of uppers is 
made of leather or 
leather and elastic) 
Boots and Shoes (other 
kinds) | 
Bread, biscuits, 
sweetened 
Bread, other kinds 


etc. un- 


Butter 
Butter substitutes 
Cement 


Cheese 

Cotton piece-goods (value 
60 cents and under per 
yard) 

Cotton piece-goods (value 
over 60 cents per yard) 

Fish, dried 


Flour, wheaten 
Hardware, all kinds 


Hosiery, cotton 


Hosiery, artificial silk over 
14 cents per pair in 


value 
Hosiery, silk (natural) 


Kerosene 

Machinery, agricultural, 
electrical, marine, water 
and sewerage and 
industrial 


Preferential 
Tariff 


10 per cent ad 
valorem 
15 per cent ad 
valorem 


15 per cent ad 
valorem 
$1.28 per 100 lb. 


10 per cent ad 

valorem 
$2.75 per 100 Ib. 
$1.50 per 100 Ib. 
12 cents per 

100 Ib. 

$2.50 per 100 Ib. 
10 per cent ad 

valorem 


124 per cent ad 
valorem 
Free 


$1 per 196 lb. 

15 per cent ad 
valorem 

15 per cent ad 
valorem 


16 per cent ad 
valorem 


30 per cent ad 
valorem 


6 cents per gallon 


10 per cent ad 
valorem 
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General 

Tariff 

10 per cent ad 
valorem 
25 per cent ad 
valorem and 72 


cents per pair 


22 per cent ad 
valorem 
$1.50 per 100 Ib. 


15 per cent ad 
valorem 
$4.50 per 100 Ib. 
$2 per 100 lb. 
18 cents per 
100 Ib. 
$4.50 per 100 Ib. 
15 per cent ad 
valorem 


18? per cent ad 
valorem 

5 per cent ad 
valorem 

$1.50 per 196 Ib. 

25 per cent ad 


valorem 
25 per cent ad 
valorem and 12 
cents per pair 
25 per cent ad 
valorem and 14 
cents per pair 
40 per cent ad 
valorem and 18 


cents per pair 

6 cents per gallon 

15 per cent ad 
valorem 


Articles 
Manures 


Meats, beef and pork 


Metals 


Milk, condensed or pre- 


served 
Milk, other kinds 


Motor cars and trucks 


Motor-car parts 


Motor-car tyres and tubes 


Oils, edible, lucca, olive and 
similar oils, cotton seed, 


soya bean, etc. 
Oils : Lubricating 
Paints 
Other 


Motor Spirit, etc. 


Rice 
Soap, fancy 


Soap, common 


Sugar, refined 
Sugar, unrefined 


Tobacco, manufactured— 
cigars and cigarettes 

Tobacco, snuffs and other 
manufactured tobacco 

Tobacco, unmanufactured, 


leaf-black 


Tobacco, leaf, other kinds 


Wood, lumber 


APPENDIX ITI 


Preferential 
Tariff 


Free 

$1 per 100 Ib. 

15 per cent ad 
valorem 

$1 per 100 Ib. 


$1.50 per 100 Ib. 
20 per cent ad 
valorem 
20 per cent ad 
valorem 
20 per cent ad 
valorem 
60 cents per gallon 


24 cents per gallon 
30 cents per gallon 
20 cents per gallon 
24 cents per gallon 
30 cents per 100 Ib. 
15 per cent ad 

valorem 
10 per cent ad 

valorem 
$3 per 100 Ib. 
$1.50 per 100 Ib. 
$4 per Ib. 


$4 per Ib. 
50 cents per lb. 


$2 per Ib. 
$2 per 1,000 ft. 
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General 
Tariff 
Free 
$1.50 per 100 Ib. 
22% per cent ad 
valorem 
$2 per 100 Ib. 


$2.50 per 100 Ib. 
30 per cent ad 
valorem 
30 per cent ad 
valorem 
30 per cent ad 
valorem 
72 cents per gallon 


35 cents per gallon 
36 cents per gallon 
30 cents per gallon 
40 cents per gallon 
50 cents per 100 Ib. 
22 per cent ad 
valorem 
15 per cent ad 
valorem 
$3.80 per 100 Ib. 
$2.25 per 100 Ib. 


$5 per Ib. 
$4.80 per Ib. 
50 cents per Ib. 


$2 per Ib. 
$3 per 1,000 ft. 


APPENDIX IV 


INCOME TAX SCHEDULE 


On every dollar or part thereof 
For the first $500 
On the next $500 
eo ae $500 
i a $500 
» os on $500 
i ne $500 
a. oO $500 
a ae $500 
99 99 11) $500 
TT) ” 99 $500 
$2,500 
$2,500 
$2,500 
” $2,500 
» » remainder of the 
chargeable income 


3 cents 

4 cents 

7 cents 

9 cents 
12 cents 
16 cents 
20 cents 
25 cents 
30 cents 
35 cents 
40 cents 
45 cents 
50 cents 
65 cents 


78 cents 


Tax 
$15.00 
$35.00 
$70.00 
$115.00 
$175.00 
$255.00 
$355.00 
$480.00 
$630.00 
$805.00 
$1,805.00 
$2,930.00 
$4,180.00 
$5,805.00 


Companies : 30 cents on every dollar of the chargeable income. 
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APPENDIX V 
STAMP DUTIES 


Admission to act as a barrister 

Admission to act as a solicitor 

Affidavit or declaration in lieu thereof 

Agreement under hand, when the subject-matter i is of the 
value of £5 and not exceeding £25 

For each additional £25 or part thereof 

Agreement for the purchase of or otherwise dealing with 
real estate when such purchase or dealing is to be 
carried out by subsequent deed. 

Agreements not otherwise charged for . 

Appraisement of goods, chattels, etc., over the value of 
£10 


Assignment of property where the value does not exceed 
£50 


For every additional £50 or part thereof . 
Bank cheques 
Bills of exchange and promissory notes up to three days 
sight. ; 
Bills of entry for goods imported ‘through Post Office . 
Bills of exchange and promissory notes—other kinds— 
not exceeding £1 . 
Exceeding £1 and not exceeding £10 
Exceeding £10 and not exceeding £25 
Exceeding £25 and not exceeding £50 
Exceeding £50 and not exceeding £75 
Exceeding £75 and not exceeding £100 
For each additional £25 or Pan thereof exceeding £100 
Bills of lading 
Bills of health . 
Bills of sale absolute 
Bills of sale by way of security . 
Bonds for any sum not exceeding £100 
For each additional £50 or part thereof 
Bottomry Bond . 
Bond of Indemnity, sum not specified - 
Conveyance or transfer on sale of real property when the 
amount or value does not exceed £10 . 
Exceeding £10 and not exceeding £25 
Exceeding £25 and not exceeding £50 
For each additional £50 or part thereof 
Certificates : 
Of admission to practice as notary 
Of landing of goods ; 
Of naturalisation 
Of birth, marriage or death 
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Customs ships’ manifests 
Customs bills of entry inwards 
Customs bills of entry for warehousing 
Shipping bill : 
Legacies : 
Where the legacy amounts to £50 and does not exceed 
£100 


For every additional £50 or par thereof 
Licence for marriage . 
Mortgage of real prepay for every £100 or fractional 
part... 
Release of mortgage 
Notarial Act of any kind except Protest of a Bill of 
Exchange or Promissory Note 
Policy of Insurance—Life : 
For every £100 or part of amount insured 
Policy of Insurance—Fire, etc. : 
For every payment by way of indemnity 
Power of attorney or substitution 
Protest of any bill of exchange . 
Receipt for the payment of £1 and upwards : 
Probate of will and letters of administration (including 
issue of certificate) where personal estate 
Does not exceed £50 : : 
Exceeds £50 and does not exceed £100. 
For every additional £100 or fractional part 
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APPENDIX VII 
GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS 


Published Price 
Title of Publication or Subscription 
Rate 
Plan of Development, 1946-56 . : : $7.20 
Administration Reports, 1947-1950 ; . — 
Ordinances, 1950, 1951, 1952 . $1.20 
Regulations, Orders in Council, etc., 1950, 1951, 
1952 (Bound copy) . 60 cents. 


Report on Vital Statistics, 1950 and 1951 : — 

Minutes of Legislative Council v ee 1949-1953 — 

Government Gazette ; . $6.00 per annum, 
24 cents per copy. 


These publications may be purchased from the Crown Agents for 
Oversea Governments and Administrations, 4 Millbank, London, 
S.W.1. 
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Printed in Great Britain under the authority of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office 
by Livesey Limited, St. John’s Hill, Shrewsbury 
Wt.3315/6661. K.10. 10/54. L.Ltd. 





COLONIAL OFFICE 


A Selection of Publications 


THE COLONIAL TERRITORIES 
1953-1954 


The Annual Report of the Secretary of State for the Colonies 
to Parliament on Britain’s dependent territories. 


(Cmd. 9169) 6s. By post 6s. 3d. 
COLONIAL DEVELOPMENT 
CORPORATION 


The Report and Accounts for 1953 of the central body 
responsible for administering financial aid for commercial 
projects in the Colonial territories. 

(H.C. 148) 2s. By post 2s. 14d. 


COLONIAL RESEARCH 1953-1954 


Reports of the 
Colonial Research Council. 
Colonial Products Research Council. 
Colonial Social Science Research Council. 
Colonial Medical Research Committee. 


Committee for Colonial Agricultural, Animal Health, and 
Forestry Research. 


Colonial Insecticides Committee. 
Colonial Economic Research Committee. 
Tsetse Fly and Trypanosomiasis Research Committee. 
Colonial Fisheries Advisory Committee. 
Director Anti-Locust Research Centre. 
(Cmd. 9303) Ts. 6d. By post 7s. 10d. 


Obtainable from 
HER MAJESTY’S STATIONERY OFFICE 
at the addresses shown on cover page 3 
or through any bookseller 


peay nque; 


YOIMUBEUD JO YSeM B9PNWI8U07 


_ro*"| 


ait a 


C/A, ax41g 


oe 


(d d'W) ¥S5/6-052!-1999-SieE-I89s 


v06°S'0'G 0S6! skeaung jeiuojo*g jo e4eu04d9UIGg Aq uMedg 





Se8J0a9 F 


epeusds 

"/ PUuOY, 

2 

ssh ated iad me 

ery 
‘puenouuejg © 
18 
G 


° 0 


Se 
uUMO4@su ane 
LNJSONIAGS 


-& ye Wepug ) 


iP 


INT L>Darvvy 


INAONIA iS 





a4 








4 
{ 


Date Loaned 


e 
‘ ” = 
i co 
. ’ ‘ 
+2. 


e 
«8 


oe 


Demco 292-5 





COLONIAL REPORTS 


ANNUAL REPORTS 


BASUTOLAND , GOLD COAST N. RHODESIA 
BECHUANALAND HONG KONG NYASALAND 
PROTECTORATE JAMAICA . SARAWAK 
BRITISH GUIANA KENYA SIERRA LEONE 

BR. HONDURAS FED. OF MALAYA SINGAPORE 
BRUNEI MAURITIUS SWAZILAND 

CYPRUS NIGERIA TRINIDAD 
FUJI NORTH BORNEO UGANDA 
BIENNIAL REPORTS 

ADEN * GIBRALTAR *ST. VINCENT 
*BAHAMAS *GILBERT AND SEYCHELLES 
*BARBADOS ELLICE IS. SOLOMON IS. 
BERMUDA *GRENADA *SOMALILAND 
CAYMAN IS. LEEWARD IS. *TONGA 
DOMINICA NEW HEBRIDES TURKS AND 
“FALKLAND IS. *ST. HELENA CAICOS IS. 
*GAMBIA ST. LUCIA ZANZIBAR 





*These territories will produce a Report for 1952-53 
and the remainder for 1953-54. 


A standing order for selected Reports or for the 
complete series will be accepted by any one of the 
Sales Offices of H.M. Stationery Office at the following 
addresses : + York House, Kingsway, London, W.C.2, 
t 423 Oxford Street, London, W.1.; 13a Castle Street; 
Edinburgh, 2; 39 King Street, Manchester, 2 ; 
2 Edmund Street, Birmingham, 3; 1 St. Andrew’s 
Crescent, Cardiff ; Tower Lane, Bristol, 1; 80 
Chichester Street, Belfast. 


A deposit of £6 (six pounds) should accompany 
Standing orders for the complete series. 


t Post Orders for these Sales Offices should be sent 
to P.O. Box 569, London, S.E.1. . 


ORDERS MAY ALSO BE PLACED THROUGH ANY BOOKSELLER 
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PART I 
Review of 1956 and 1957 


THE ministerial system of Government was introduced in March, 
1956, and the Ministries for Trade and Production, Communica- 
tions and Works, and Social Services were created. In September, 
1957, general elections were held, and the new Government was 
formed at the beginning of October. 

An outstanding development of the period has been the rapid 
growth of the banana industry. From a modest start in 1953 exports 
rose in 1956 to 362,945 stems valued at $697,339, and to 1,227,721 
stems valued at $2,640,349 in 1957, when for the first time bananas 
displaced arrowroot as the leading export. Although initially the 
new industry has tended to reduce plantings of arrowroot, cotton 
and other crops, the earnings from bananas have provided a means 
to more efficient farming and will, it is hoped, stimulate production 
generally. 

Great strides have been made in anti-erosion and soil and water 
conservation measures and, though the battle has by no means been 
won, the landscape is rapidly taking on an orderly, well cultivated 
pattern. Other Departments of Agriculture in the Caribbean have 
sent members of their staffs to observe the methods used. 

The use of fertilisers, which long remained inadequate and 
neglected, is now increasing at a quite unexpected rate throughout 
the colony. The phenomenal growth of the banana industry was 
made possible by, among other things, the distribution of fertilisers 
to growers on a credit basis. This has served to spread rapidly 
among the agricultural population an awareness of the immense 
importance of chemical fertilisers. It is gratifying to note that the 
newly formed Cotton Association and the Arrowroot Association 
are purchasing fertilisers in bulk and advancing them to growers. 

During 1956 a 25 per cent. increase in agricultural wages, a 
20 per cent. increase in Civil Service salaries and an increase in pay 
for the lower ranks in the Police Force to bring it up to the rate 
paid in Grenada were approved. The increase in agricultural wages 
threatened to have a serious effect on the arrowroot industry, and 
it was necessary to reduce considerably the export duty on arrowroot 
Starch in order to retain arrowroot as an economic crop. 

A long strike by workers in the Mt. Bentinck sugar factory and 
field workers on the Mt. Bentinck sugar estate had a serious effect 
in reducing revenue for 1956. Primary school teachers went on 
strike in support of the Grenada teachers’ demand for higher pay; 
increased salaries were approved in 1957, after an inquiry on a 
Windward Islands basis. 
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Revenue (including the grant-in-aid) amounted to $3,228,244 in 
1956 and expenditure amounted to $3,794,934. In 1957 there was 
a small surplus, revenue (including the grant-in-aid) amounting to 
$4,398,982 and expenditure to $4,379,287. 

The campaign started in March, 1955, to eradicate the aedes 
aegypti mosquito (the vector of yellow fever) continued in 1956, as 
did the important yaws campaign. 

St. Vincent was host in July, 1957, to the last meeting of the 
Regional Economic Committee. 

' A team of experts led by Mr. A. de K. Frampton, C.M.G., 
visited the island in November, 1957, to draw up a development 
plan with particular regard to agriculture.* 


COLONIAL DEVELOPMENT AND WELFARE SCHEMES 


The following agricultural schemes were continued during 1956 
and 1957: 

D.2847 Camden Park Experiment Station. 
D.2812 Soil Conservation. 

D.2927 Cacao and Coffee Propagation. 
D.2409 Livestock Development. 

D.13E(h) Black Pepper Trials. 

D.2071 Cotton Pests Control. 

D.2063 Eastern Caribbean Farm Institute. 
D.2717(14) Pineapple Trials. 

In addition to the building of new schools to replace small and 
dilapidated buildings, schools have been established for the first 
time in New Sandy Bay, Calder and Park Hill. Under the teacher- 
training scheme six teachers have completed the two-year course at 
Erdiston College, Barbados, and have returned to posts in primary 
schools; three students are now in training. During 1956-57 three 
teachers have attended courses of study in the United Kingdom. 
Financial assistance has been received for the provision of a reference 
library for the two Government secondary schools. 

A statement showing expenditure on each Colonial Development 
and Welfare scheme in 1956 is given in Appendix I. 


SOUTHERN GRENADINES DEPENDENCY 


The main objective of Government in the period under review was 
the rehabilitation of the 324 houses damaged or destroyed in the 
dependency by hurricane “Janet”? on 22nd September, 1955. By the 
end of 1957 this objective was largely achieved. 

Rainfall in 1956 and 1957 was less than in 1954 and 1955, with 
consequent adverse effect on crops and water storage. 

The Governor of the Windward Islands paid his first visit to the 
dependency in October, 1956. 

* Their report was published in 1958. 


PART II 


Chapter 1: Population 


THE census of April, 1946, showed the population of the colony to 
be 61,647 (27,901 males and 33,746 females). The estimated popula- 
tion at the end of 1956 was 78,594 and at the end of 1957, 80,781. 


Racial groups in April, 1946, were as follows: 





Black , : : 45,042 
Mixed or Coloured : ; 12,631 
White , ; 1,906 
East Indian . . é : ; 1,817 
Caribs : : : . : ; 242 
Syrians . , ‘ . . 7 
Not stated ‘ : ; : : 2 

61,647 





Chapter 2: Occupations, Wages and Labour 
Organisation 


OCCUPATIONS 


Agriculture is the chief occupation. The estimated numbers of 
workers in the main industries were as follows: 


Agriculture ; ; : , 14,000 
Manufacturing . 2,200 
Building and Road Construction 3,500 
Transport and Communications . 750 
Trade and Commerce . 1,300 
Public and Other Services . . 1,500 


Employment is largely seasonal; during the crop season from 
November to May approximately 5,500 persons are employed on 
the 24 large estates and approximately 1,300 in factories processing 
agricultural products. During the slack period from June to October, 
the number of persons employed on the estates is reduced to about 
3,000 and those in factories to less than 100. There is also under- 
employment throughout the year. 

In 1956, 18 agricultural workers were recruited for farm work in 
the United States of America, compared with 60 in 1957; for the 
first time 15 women were recruited for domestic work in Canada 


in 1957, 
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WAGES AND HOURS OF WORK 


Agricultural Workers 
Men, $1.20 per day of 8 hours; 
Women, 96 cents per day of 8 hours. 


Industrial Workers 
Men, $1.50 per day of 8 hours; 
Women, $1.20 per day of 8 hours. 

Time and a half is paid to agricultural workers for time in excess 
of 8 hours and double time for work done on Sundays and public 
holidays. Time and a half is paid to industrial workers for time in 
excess of 8 hours and for work done on public holidays, and double 
time for work done on Sundays, Christmas Day, Good Friday, 
August Monday and the Queen’s Birthday. 


Building and Road Construction 
Building: Men $2.40 to $5.00 per day of 8 hours. 


Road: Men, $1.20 to $1.60 per day of 8 hours; 
Women, 96 cents per day of 8 hours. 


Transport and Communications 
Men, $12.00 to $15.00 per week (10 hours per day). 


Trade and Commerce 


Men, $11.00 to $20.00 per week and $44.00 to $80.00 per 
month: 


Women, $9.50 to $12. 00 per week and $38.00 to $48.00 per 
month. 


Hotel and Personal Services 


Women, $10.00 to $15.00 per month with meals and $18.00 
to $24.00 per month without meals (10 hours per day). 


COST OF LIVING 


The cost-of-living index figure for all items at the end of December, 
1957, was 326. The following table shows the figures at the end of 
each month (August, 1939 =100). 























Year | Jan. | Feb. | Mar.| Apr. | May | June | July | Aug. | Sep. | Oct. | Nov. | Dec. 
1956 | 312 | 322 | 318 318 320 319 320 | 321 321 320 323 
1957 | 324 | 323 324 327 | 327 326 | 324 | 324 | 325 327 327 326 
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The following were the prices of the principal items purchased: 


Unit Average Price Average Price 
Item as at as at 

30.6.56 30.6.57 
$c $c 
Bread. F : ; . Oz. 1 1.6 
Fresh fish ; . ; . Ib. 24 25 
Meat (beef) . ‘ : . Ib. 48 54 
Milk. : . . ; pt. 5 6 
Sugar (unrefined) . ; ; lb. 10 10 
Vegetables. : : : Ib. 74 7 
Rice. . : : ; lb. 15 15 
Shirts (working) . ‘ : each 2.64 2.64 
Soap. : : ; ; bar 52 52 
Trousers (denim and khaki) . yd. 94 94 
Shoes (leather): Men. ; pair 9.24 7.95 
Women : pair 6.65 6.65 
Cotton, white . : . yard 57 57 
Prints. é : ; : yard 48 48 

Cigarettes .. . : pack 16-20 16-20 
Tobacco ; : . Oz. 14 14 


LABOUR ORGANISATION 
Department of Labour 


The staff at the end of December, 1957, comprised the Labour 
Commissioner, one Labour Inspector and two junior clerks. 

The chief functions of the Department of Labour are to supervise 
and review conditions of employment; to ensure the enforcement 
of labour legislation; to investigate all representations made by 
employers and workers with a view to settling disputes and improv- 
ing labour relations; to visit the various places of employment, 
including factories; to study wage rates, hours of work and con- 
ditions of work and to study living conditions; to collect labour 
statistics, including cost-of-living statistics; to advise and assist 
trade unions in organisation and trade union practice; to advise 
employers and workers on claims under the Workmen’s Com- 
pensation Ordinance; to advise Government in labour matters and 
generally to promote harmonious relations between employers and 
workers. 


Industrial Relations 


There were three registered trade unions: the Federated Industrial 
and Agricultural Workers’ Union, the Teachers’ Union and the 
Civil Service Union. The General Workers’ Union and the United 
Workers’ Union ceased to exist and were struck off the Register. 

A strike by workers in the Mt. Bentinck Sugar Factory and by 
field workers on the Mt. Bentinck Sugar Estate had a serious effect 
in reducing revenue in 1956. 

Wages were fixed by Wages Councils for agricultural workers, 
industrial workers, shop assistants, domestic servants and port 
workers. 


8 St. Vincent: 1956 and 1957 


LABOUR LEGISLATION 
' Following are the more important laws enacted in 1956 and 


1956 
Ordinances 


The Workmen’s Compensation (Amendment) Ordinance No. 17 
of 1956. This increased the compensation to be paid, and made it 
obligatory for employers to provide (a) medical, surgical and phar- 
maceutical aids not exceeding $96 in each case; (bd) artificial limbs 
and surgical appliances as recommended by a medical practitioner; 
(c) reasonable conveyance when the workman is required to attend 
for medical examination outside the medical district. The Ordinance 
also covers persons employed on ships registered in the colony or 
whose owner or manager resides in the colony, domestic servants 
and persons employed exclusively as clerical workers ang/or shop 
assistants. 

The Employment Exchanges Ordinance No. 19 of 1956. This 


provides for the establishment of Labour Exchanges and for the 
grant of loans to persons travelling abroad to take up employment. 


Statutory Rules and Orders 

_ The Wages Council (Sugar Industry) Order, S.R. & O. No. 18 
of 1956. This provides for the establishment of a Wages Council 
for the sugar industry. 

The Wages Council (Agricultural) Order, S.R. & O. No. 19 of 
1956. This provides for the establishment of a Wages Council for 
agricultural industry other than sugar. 

The Industrial Workers’ Wages Regulation Order S.R. & O. 
No. 26 of 1956. This provides for increased wages and holidays 
with pay for industrial workers. 

~The Agricultural Workers’ Wages Regulation Order S.R. & O. 
No. 27 of 1956. This provides for increased wages and holidays 
with pay for agricultural workers. 


1957 
Ordinances 
The Cane Farmers’ Association Ordinance, 1957, No. 13 of 1957. 
This provides for the establishment of a corporate body whose 
principal purpose is to encourage the expansion and development 
of the sugar cane industry. 


Statutory Rules and Orders 

Statutory Rules and Orders, No. 17 of 1957. This brought into 
operation by proclamation the 1955 Factories Ordinance, which 
provides for the health, safety and welfare of workers. 
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The Domestic Servants Wages Regulation Order, 1957, S.R. & O. 
No. 22 of 1957. This provides for increased wages to be paid to 
domestic servants as from Ist May, 1957. 


The Port Workers’ Wages Regulation Order, 1957, S.R. & O. 
No. 27 of 1957. This Order fixes minimum wage rates for port 
workers as from 17th June, 1957. The term “ port worker ®” is 
defined in the Wages Council (Port Workers) Order, 1957, S.R. & O. 
No. 15 of 1957. 


The Wages Council (Shop Assistants) Order, 1957, S.R. & O. 
No. 28 of 1957. This Order amends the definition of “‘ Shop Assis- 
tants’ and replaces Order No. 40 of 1953. 

The Shop Assistants Wages Regulation Order, 1957, S.R. & O. 
No. 32 of 1957. This provides for increased wages to be paid to 
shop assistants as from Ist August, 1957. 


Chapter 3: Public Finance and Taxation 








| Revenue | Expenditure 
1956 | 1957 1956 | 1957 
! $ $ $ $ 
Local | 2,349,282 2,623,681 3,360,743 3,632,717 
C.D. & W. Grant | 145,638 | 692,964 434,191 |; 746,570 
Grant-in-aid: : 
Normal 535,152 651,143 = ais 
Increased salaries 144,000 344,842 — — 
86,352 — — 


Deferred maintnce. 54,172 


$3,228,244 “s4a08.90 $3,794,934 | $4,379,287 


There were six main heads of revenue: 


1956 1957 
$ $ 
Customs and Excise ; 1,307,260 1,588,353 
Other Duties . ; : : 113,647 51,022 
Licences, etc. . : . 47,672 52,324 
Taxes. . : : 443,607 408,198 
Fees, etc. : . : ; 182,832 234,945 


Post Office . ; ; ; 60,298 119,876 


10 St. Vincent: 1956 and 1957 
The following were the main heads of expenditure: 


1956 1957 
3 $ 
Administration : ; 138,965 207,013 
Agriculture .-.. ; ; 97,827 107,693 
Education ; ; : 377,108 405,909 
Medical : : 463,050 473,631 
Pensions ; : : 102,409 113,426 
Police : ; ; 203,491 220,577 
Prisons . : ; ; 68,125 60,166 
Public Debt. 40,034 41,785 
Public Works Department 82,715 94,737 
Public Works, recurrent. , 263,340 423,986 
Public Works, extraordinary. 313,647 64,666 
Treasury : 84,625 54,194 


| PUBLIC DEBT | 
The public debt at 31st December, 1956, and 31st December, 1957, 


totalled $676,243 and $670,559 respectively, including the following 
local loan issues: 


1956 1957 
$ $ 
Hydro-electric Loan ; 120,000 120,000 
Housing Loan 1,490 — 
Rural Water Supply Loan. 115,200 115,200 
Water Supply Loan . 120,000 120,000 


ASSETS AND LIABILITIES 


Statements of Assets and Liabilities for 1956 and 1957 are at 
Appendices Ila and Ilb, pages 60 and 63. 


MAIN HEADS OF TAXATION 
The main heads of taxation and the yield in 1956 and 1957 were: 


1956 1957 
$ $ 
Import duties . 844,102 1,092,831 
Export duties . ‘ ; : 239,755 254,191 
Excise duties. : ; : 223,402 241,330 
Licences . . ; : ; 47,672 52,324 
Income tax ; : ; 388,562 349,251 
Land and house tax ; 37,512 38,075 
Estate duties. : ; . 93,668 6,608 


Stamp duties . ; ; 19,980 44,414 
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Customs Duties 


The principal features of the Customs Tariff are reproduced in 
Appendix III, page 64. 


Excise Duties 


Locally manufactured spirits bear an excise duty of $4.36 per 
proof gallon. A trade duty of $1.00 per gallon, liquid or proof as 
relevant, is imposed on imported spirits—brandy, gin, whisky, rum 
and planters’ punch. 


Income Tax 


The minimum rate of income tax on individuals is three cents in 
the dollar and the maximum 65 cents. Companies pay tax at the 
rate of 374 cents on every dollar of chargeable income. A schedule 
of the rates of income tax is given at Appendix IV, page 66. 


Allowances 
British subject. ; $480.00 
Wife ' $300.00 
_ Child : $200.00 
Dependent relative $120.00 
Earned income . .  1/10th not exceeding $480.00 
Life insurance. : Premiums not exceeding $1,200.00 or 


1/6th of the total income. 


The number of assessments made in respect of the years 1956 and 
1957 was approximately: 


1956 1957 
Government officers. ‘ 900 1,120 
General public ; 1,300 1,500 
Companies , 39 41 


Income tax collections totalled $388,562 in the year 1956 and 
$345,000 (approximately) in 1957. 


Stamp Duties 


The more important stamp duties are described at Appendix V 
pages 57-68. 


Land and House Tax 


The basic land tax in St. Vincent and Union Island, the southern- 
most dependency, is 24 cents per acre. In St. Vincent, on land in 
excess of 10 acres, the tax is 48 cents per acre or fractional part. | 
Land tax in the other Grenadines is as follows: 

(a) in the island of Bequia—14 cents per acre or fractional part 

of an acre. 

(b) in the island of Canouan—12 cents per acre or fractional 

part of an acre. 
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part of an acre. 
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(c) in the island of Mustique—18 cents per acre or fractional 


(d) in the islands of Mayreau, Balliceau and Battawia—6 cents 
per acre or fractional part of an acre. 
The minimum tax payable is 24 cents in the case of (a) to (c). 
The tax upon houses, levied only in St. Vincent, Union Island 
and Bequia, is based on the assessed annual rental as follows: 
$14.40 and not exceeding $24.00 


48 cents per house 
60 


Over $24. 00 - 99 99 93> $28. 80 99 *9 be) 
» $28.80 , 5 5, $36.00 80 gos 
» $36.00 ,, ,, . $43.20 OG ss. age. ee 
» $43.20 ,,  ,, “s $48.00 $1.20 ,, ,, 4, 
99 $48.00 99 2? 39 $60. 00 $1. 60 99 99 99 
» $60.00 ,,_ ,, % $72.00 $2.40 _,, 
» $72.00 at the rate of $24. 00 per cent. 


These taxes are sacs without penalty between Ist November 
and 3lst December. During the following January arrears of unpaid 
taxes are subject to a fine of 6 cents where the total does not exceed 
$2.40, 24 cents where the total does not exceed $4.80, and at the 
rate of 8 per cent on amounts in excess. Thereafter all outstanding 
amounts are collected by a bailiff under warrant of levy and 
execution. 


Chapter 4: Currency and Banking 


THE currency notes issued by the Eastern Caribbean Currency 
Board are legal tender. United Kingdom gold, silver and bronze 
coins were current until December, 1955, but the Currency Board 
now issues its own coins. The unit of currency is the dollar (B.W.L.), 
divided into 100 cents and exchangeable with sterling at the rate 
$4.80—£1 Sterling. 

The only commercial bank in the colony is Barclays Bank, D.C.O. 
Savings deposits were limited to $10,000 in 1956, and the rate of 
interest was 3 per cent. per annum. 

Savings departments are also operated by the St. Vincent Agri- 
cultural Credit and Loan Bank, Limited, which was established for 
the purpose of assisting peasants with money advances for crop 
cultivation, and by the St. Vincent Co-operative Bank, Limited, 
formed for general co-operative activities and assistance. The rate 
of interest is 2 per cent. per annum on deposits and 4 per cent. on 
those deposits where 12 months notice is arranged; at 31st December, 
1956, the former held $87,982 to the credit of 1,998 depositors, and 
the latter $164,722 on behalf of 5,759 depositors. 

The Government Savings Bank limits amounts held on deposit 
by any individual at any one time to $4,800. At 31st December, 
1956, the total to the credit of the 4,200 depositors amounted to 
$668,802, the rate of interest earned being 24 per cent. per annum. 
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Chapter 5: Commerce 


THE value of imports and exports for the years 1955, 1956 and 1957 
is shown below: 
Imports Domestic Exports Re-exports 


$ $ $ 
1955 6,309,000 3,569,500 65,200 
1956 7,051,500 4,780,800 42,400 
1957 8,326,930 6,284,320 75,030 


The quantity and value of the principal exports and imports in 
1955, 1956 and 1957 are shown in the following tables: 


Main exports 1955, 1956 and 1957 








i Quantity Value 
Commodity nit |--———————— | Ss 
? 1955 | 1956 1957 1955 | 1956 1957 
$ $ $ 
Arowroot © © 5 & Ib. _/10,437,075 | 9,911,761 | 9,473,321 | 1,837,631 | 1,777,178 | 1,785,313 
Copra 7 5} tyl 1 3°425°019 | 37390,981 | 3°615.341 | 454,99 2'560 | °474,729 
Cassavavatarch 5. Ib. 305.145 | ‘284.990 | °458°658 | 271465! 25.4581 427448 
Cotton, sea island —— Ib. 212'680 | 151,458 | 190,768 | 272,724 | 2121003 | 256,552 
Ranaiiase es Ib. | 2,959.767 110,656,079 |36,047,512 | 204.402 | 697,339 | 2,640,349 
Groundnuts a Ib. $14,393 | '521.018 | 398.162! 104,499 | 104;802.| ” 79.935 
Mace a ib. | 6.997 14.670 10.935 | 5.037 10,562 8,052 
Nutmegs . . .. Ib. | 49.434! 891623 59916 19.771 35,849 | 25,948 
Potatoes . |. , Ib. | 6,340,500 | 8,532,928 | 7,320,320 | 206.744} 252366 | 219,813 
Sugar PTL ton | 1,694 | 1256 2,000 | 308.499 | 237,404 | 427°395 








Main imports 1955, 1956 and 1957 





1 Quantity Value 
Commodity Vn |. SS |) —_:' eK 
| 1955 1956 1957 1955 1956 | 1957 
$ $ $ 

Beer, ale and stout : ; gal. 22,800 32,610 | 43,069 68,980 95,481 144,170 
Butter ? : : Ib. 82,482 98, 342 75,354 69,287 84,227 62,577 
Butter substitutes — : : Ib. 80,199 107,146 | 145,927 34,588 46,033 63,211 
Cheese : : . Ib 32,190 37,022 46,296 20,890 24,032 30,422 
Confectionery : | Ib. 59,947 55,096 71,644 29,011 6, 36,251 
Fish, salted, dried or smoked. | __ Ib. 613,894 540,133 834,864 154,986 141,932 220,812 

ice ; Ib. 2,069,275 824,528 | 2,015,369 228,419 98,610 215,841 

lour, wheaten.. . Ib. 7,915,538 | 7,246,115 | 9,244,047 669,308 585,950 763,893 
Meat, salted and canned . Ib. 68,312 65,555 103,051 38,746 37,082 64,491 
Bacon and hams ; : Ib. 8,788 8,478 21,956 8,109 8,288 19,737 
Milk, condensed, etc. . . Ib. i 130,645 517,559 542, 087 48,870 128, 242 88,263 
Tobacco, unmanufactured 

(Black Leaf) : Ib. 20,727 21,771 19,199 17,883 17,283 16,309 
Tobacco, unmanufactured 

leaf : 1b 36,619 25,200 41,389 37,799 24,054 29,305 
Cigarettes Ib 13,333 3,754 13,573 28,856 12,546 38,382 
Motor spirit gal 320,700 348,339 361,555 94,740 92,918 131,814 
Soap, laundry Ib 56,967 87, 132,696 11,784 16,778 27,676 
Lumber : ' ; ft. 693,300 930,804 865,143 169,390 227,998 211,072 
Boots and shoes . : . | doz. pr. 5,154 6,552 10,363 191,840 181,823 235,049 
Cement , : : cwt. 69,697 61,377 57,385 188,841 176,134 170,952 
Cotton piece: goods . . | sq. yd. 813,100 683,310 933,149 317,000 1 300,102 398,473 
Art. silk piece goods . . | sq. yd. 449,300 323,492 421, 246 189,130 140,574 191,450 
Glassware. . — 12, 32,574 33,517 
Manufactures of metals : — 267,340 223,446 267,040 
Base metals, iron and steel . — 161,260 142,473 218,260 

i 
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AGRICULTURE 


AGRICULTURE continues to be the mainstay of the island’s economy. 
The chief exports are arrowroot starch, bananas, sea island cotton, 
copra and coconuts, sugar, sweet potatoes, groundnuts, cassava 
starch and livestock. Edible oils, miscellaneous starchy food crops 
(yams, tannias, eddoes, etc.) nutmegs and mace, livestock and live- 
stock products, most of which are marketed locally, are of far 
greater significance to the island’s economy than is often appreciated. 
Owing to the comparative self-sufficiency in meat and starchy foods 
a great deal of money is retained in the colony which would normally 
go to defray the costs of imported foods. Fortunately all Vincentian 
farmers have a keen interest in food crops and livestock and are not 
likely to give these up easily; fears that the rapidly growing banana 
industry might seriously upset local food production therefore appear 
unfounded. The feeder road programme is likely to bring in its 
wake an increase in local food supplies. 


Arrowroot 


Arrowroot maintained its supremacy in 1956 but was easily sur- 
passed by bananas in 1957. Several growers have abandoned their 
arrowroot crop in favour of bananas. This is not surprising as 
bananas are far less expensive to grow and the grower is paid as 
soon as he delivers his bananas, whereas under the arrowroot pay- 
ments system it often takes up to 18 months after delivery of starch 
to the Arrowroot Association before the grower receives his final 
payment—usually the third instalment. Such a system exposes the 
small grower to undue financial strain and, as he has no reserve to 
fall back on, he will naturally give up arrowroot if a suitable oppor- 
tunity arises. Bananas have offered such an opportunity and if the 
arrowroot industry is to survive, the system of payments will have 
to be urgently revised. Increased wages and other costs have also 
helped to dampen interest in arrowroot. 


However, arrowroot grown efficiently and in areas suited to it 
can be quite profitable. Arrowroot gives employment to a con- 
siderable number of workers and has been the mainstay of the 
island’s economy for several decades now. It might not be an easy 
matter to regain markets once these are lost. An important point 
too is the relative stability of the arrowroot crop which is little 
affected by hurricanes and other adverse weather conditions, 
whereas bananas are highly susceptible to the elements. The wisest 
policy therefore would appear to be to make as much profit as 
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possible from bananas, but at the same time to take care not to 
kill the other crops which diversify the island’s agriculture, provide 
increased security and employment, and which if treated correctly 
and grown only in the areas best suited to them both agriculturally 
and economically, can and will hold their own. 


The amounts and values of arrowroot starch exported in 1956 
and 1957 were 9,911,761 Ib. and 9,473,321 lb., valued at $1,777,178 
and 1,785,313 respectively. 


The St. Vincent Co-operative Arrowroot ‘Association remains the 
sole shipping agency and the United States the largest buyer. The 
acreage declined during the period under review to about 3,800 acres. 


The modern Central Arrowroot Factory which is now operating 
for the third crop-year is still beset by innumerable minor mishaps 
which result in frequent shut-downs. The highly fibrous nature of 
the arrowroot pulp puts far greater strains on the various machines 
than were originally estimated for and is apparently the main cause 
of trouble, though several other unforeseen problems have come to 
light. As a pilot factory it has elucidated many long outstanding 
problems, and the machinery is gradually being adapted. 


The Arrowroot Association is to start extending credit to small 
growers by purchasing in bulk 450 tons of a 10:5:10 NPK mixed 
fertiliser for distribution to growers. Much of the 600 tons of the 
same mixed fertiliser now imported annually by Government for 
distribution to members of credit societies finds its way into arrow- 
root fields as the majority of members are arrowroot and cotton 
growers. 


Bananas 


This crop has now become the leading export crop, surpassing 
arrowroot by a large margin in 1957. The money put into circulation 
by this crop has already begun to inject new life into the economy 
and, if this continues, the means to set the colony’s long outstanding 
economic ills aright might soon be available. 


From its very modest start in 1953 the industry has exhibited 
mushroom growth, and has surpassed the production in other 
Windward Islands. 


Growers are now aware of the proper techniques of banana 
culture, the campaign against Leaf Spot disease is being steadily 
improved, and the Banana Growers’ Association continues to 
increase its imports and advances of fertilisers to growers, the 
supply of which holds the key to the successful growth of the 
whole industry. 


Exports in 1956 were 362,945 stems valued at $697,339 and 
1,227,721 stems valued at $2,640,349 in 1957. 
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Cotton 


Cotton is fast becoming a peasant’scrop. In 1957 many more large 
growers gave up cotton. Prices remained relatively steady at $1.40 
and $1.44 per Ib. white lint. Increased wage rates and fierce com- 
petition from more profitable crops have continued to divert 
attention from cotton. A good season in 1957 and the wider use of 
fertilisers have shown growers that well-managed cotton can hold 
its own. As a result, increased interest is expected in the 1957-58 
crop, which has been far better looked after and promises to do 
well. Yields of 2,500 lb. seed cotton per acre have been obtained 
by small growers working under the direction of the Department 
of Agriculture on what are by no means best cotton lands. The 
island’s average yield of from 400-600 lb. per acre is therefore 
ridiculously low. 


The employment provided by the cotton crop in the field, cleaning 
processes and factory in this colony where under- and unemployment 
are already serious problems, and its contribution to supplies of 
edible oil and livestock feed, all go to make the retention of cotton 
highly desirable. 

The Plant Diseases Inspector and the district advisory staff 
rendered valuable service to cotton growers in connection with pest 
problems, proper cultural measures and correct manuring. 

The following table gives the estimated acreage planted, the yield 
and the price in the six seasons 1951-52 to 1956-57: 

















Yield (bales | Average yield Price 
Year Acreage | 400 /b. each) \of lint/ per acre| per Ib. 
\ lb. | $ 
1951-52 : 2 3,473 964 | lil | 1.50 | 
1952-53 ; : 2,921 934 128 1.08 
1953-54 | | (1,628 445 | 1091.24 
1954-55 : : 2,430 605 100 1.44 
1955-56 wi 1,200 396 | 128 | 1.40 
1956-57 1,400 466 | 133 1.44 





The St. Vincent Cotton Ginnery gins the entire crop. In 1956 it 
processed 797,440 lb. of cotton seed of which 396,480 lb. came from 
Carriacou, one of Grenada’s Grenadine dependencies, and in 1957, 
657,079 Ib. of which 216,190 lb. was from Carriacou. The drop in 
Carriacou’s production is a result of hurricane “ Janet.” 


Exports in 1956 and in 1957 were 151,458 Ib. and 180,738 Ib. of 
white cotton lint, valued at $212,003 and $252,153 respectively. 
10,030 Ib. of stained cotton valued at $4,413 was exported in 1957. 


Some 49 tons (2,000 lb. each) of a 10:5:10 NPK fertiliser was 
advanced to small growers in 1956 by the new St. Vincent Cotton 
Growers’ Association, and a further 103 tons in 1957. As with 
arrowroot, small growers get much of their fertiliser requirements 
from the credit societies’ supplies. 
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Coconuts and Other Oilseeds 


‘ Coconuts and copra ranked third in value on the island’s sepals 
list--in both 1956 and 1957. Exports of copra were 3,390,981 lb. 
valued at $452,560 in 1956 and 3,615,341 lb. valued at $474,729 
in 1957. 1,471,478 lb. of copra was purchased by the St. Vincent 
Cotton Ginnery in 1956 and 1,486,664 Ib. in 1957. The price per Ib. 
paid to producers in both years was 117c. It will be noted that just 
about one-quarter of the island’s production is processed locally, 
the remainder is exported to Barbados. 


The ginnery operates an oil expressing, refining and deodorising 
plant. It also produces soap and livestock feeds for sale locally. 


During 1956 and 1957 the following oils, meals and feeds were 
produced: 


1956 1957 
Crude coconut oil (gal.) —.. : 93,780 93,287 
Refined cottonseed oil (gal.) : 11,435 10,287 
Coconut meal (Ib.) ; : 427,354 423,508 
Cottonseed meal (Ib. y: : . 582,400 503,140 


Of the crude coconut oil produced in 1956, 12,406 gallons was 
sold for soap and fats manufacture and 61,954 gallons was deodor- 
ised, yielding 60,366 gallons. Of the oil produced in 1957, 72,538 
gallons was refined and yielded 63,743 gallons; 63,743 gallons was 
deodorised, yielding 62,913 gallons; 11,633 gallons was used for 
soap manufacture. 1,545 gallons of refined coconut oil was exported 
in 1956 and 5,231 gallons in 1957 at an average value of $2.30 per 
gallon. 


Soap production in 1956 totalled 244,997 lb. and in 1957 
235,251 Ib. Of the 1956 production 58,250 lb. was exported and 
the remainder was sold locally. In 1957, 60,112 lb. was exported 
and the remainder was sold locally. The price per lb. averaged 
18c.—19c. 


- Fourteen thousand, four hundred and fifty-six pounds of coconut 
meal was exported in 1956 and 9,540 Ib. in 1957 at an average value 
of 5c. per Ib. 


_ Low-cost, balanced rations are now prepared at the ginnery for 
the local market and have found ready purchasers. Production in 
1956 and 1957 was as follows: 


1956 1957 
Poultry ration 131,009 Ib. 152,481 lb. 
Cattle ration 151,070 ,, 124,170 ,, 
Pig ration 141,668 ,, 139,234 ,, 


Most of the copra is produced by eight large estates. Manuring 
of palms with a 12:18:24 NPK mixed fertiliser at 4-5 lb. per palm 
is fast. becoming a routine operation on all estates. Warfarin baits 
have greatly reduced rat damage. 
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Sugar 


The expected increase in production over 1955 was not realised 
as the industry was seriously affected by strikes in 1956. The com- 
mission of inquiry into the sugar industry which sat in 1955 made 
recommendations which helped to improve the situation in 1957. 

The following table gives production and export figures during 
the last six years: 


Crop Year Production Exports Value of Exports 
(tons) | (tons) ($) 

1951-52 3,365 1,200 217,200 
1952-53 3,548 1,050 208,197 
1953-54 3,852 1,616 296,480 
1954-55 4,355 1,694 308,499 

— 1955-56 3,939 . 1,256 237,404 
1956-57 3,557 2,000. 427,395 


There has been a considerable increase in the demand for 
molasses—mainly from Canada—within the last year. Exports in 
1956 and 1957 were 44,589 gallons and 78,066 gallons valued at 
$8,076 and $13,096 respectively. 

During 1956 and 1957 the Mt. Bentinck distillery produced 
54,342 gallons and 53,814 gallons of proof spirit respectively, all of 
which was consumed locally. 

Like arrowroot and cotton, sugar is feeling the effect of com- 
petition from other crops, especially bananas, and the industry has 
been beset by a series of labour disputes and unrest. Efforts are 
being made to improve the efficiency of the entire industry which 
centres around the one sugar factory. A Cane Farmers’ Association 
has been formed, and will soon take over the Mt. Bentinck Com- 
pany’s system of cash and fertiliser advances to peasants. 


Cassava 


The market was somewhat glutted in 1955 and 1956 and this 
resulted in a considerable decrease in production as prices were not 
attractive. By 1957 the market steadily improved and with it, 
production. Exports in 1956 and 1957 were 284,990 lb. and 
458,658 Ib., valued at $25,458 and $42,448 respectively. Prices have 
risen to some extent as supplies have fallen short. 

“* Farine ’’—a local food made from the cassava tubers—-absorbs 
about 25 per cent. of the local production of tubers. Exports in 
1956 totalled 36,318 lb. valued at $4,208, and in 1957, 26,441 Ib. 
valued at $3,031. 


Groundnuts 
This useful, short-term cash crop continued to play an important 


part in the island’s agriculture and export trade. Production con- 
tinued to decline as a result of steadily falling prices, of competition 
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from Eastern and African sources and of diverted cropping interests 
locally. However, this is a crop which can be rapidly boosted when 
conditions warrant it. There is still far too much flat-hoeing of 
peanut fields on steep slopes. Active steps are being taken by the 
district advisory staff to curtail and eventually to stamp out this 
practice which can only bring destruction of the soil in its wake. 
Planting on contour ridges and the protection of large run-off areas 
with storm drains which store the surplus water and prevent its 
destructive downhill rush over the surface soil, are being strongly 
advocated. Already many alert growers have adopted these measures. 


Exports in 1956 and 1957 were 521,018 lb. and 398,162 lb. valued 
at $104,802 and $79,935 respectively. 


Other Food Crops 


The area devoted to food crops remained about the same— 
12,000-15,000 acres. Estimated annual production of the three 
principal crops is: 


Million Ib. 
Sweet potatoes ’ 20 
Tannias, dasheen and eddoes . : 3 
Yams : : 1 


Sweet potatoes now ante sixth on the island’s export list. In 1956 
exports reached the encouraging level of 47,405 bags (180 lb. each) 
valued at $252,366, and in 1957, 40,668 bags valued at $219,813. 


Much more interest was shown in yam cultivation which is 
increasing steadily, as are tannias, dasheens and eddoes which are 
inter-cropped with bananas. 


Nutmegs and mace, plantains, cocoa, maize, pigeon peas, avocado 
pears, tomatoes and pumpkins made significant contributions to the 
island’s export trade. Their value as exports, save for nutmegs and 
mace, is trivial compared with their importance as home grown 
supplies of food. Exports of these crops including tannias, yams, 
dasheens, etc., amounted to $93,619 in 1956 and to $75,433 in1957. 


Efforts are afoot to start a Marketing Division to organise the 
sale of ground provisions. 


Department of Agriculture 


There were a few changes in the staff of the Department of Agri- 
culture during the period under review. The post of Superintendent 
of Agriculture became vacant and was filled on promotion by the 
Agricultural Officer, Camden Park Station, whose post then remained 
vacant for most of the period under review. In 1957 an additional 
post, Agricultural Officer, Extension Services, was approved but had 
not been filled by the end of the year. Three more Senior Agricultural 
Instructor posts were approved in 1956, and were filled by trainees 
returning from the Eastern Caribbean Farm Institute in Trinidad. 
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Four more instructors received training at the above Institute and 
another two are in attendance there. In February, 1957, one Agri- 
cultural Assistant was seconded for special work on arrowroot, and 
in August a new post of Assistant Cotton Officer was filled. The 
post is under the West Indies Cotton Scheme financed by Colonial 
Development and Welfare funds and is under the administrative 
control of the Cotton Officer, Antigua. The post of Veterinary 
Assistant also was approved and filled. 


Soil Conservation 


Soil and water conservation continued to receive the attention of 
the advisory staff. Far greater stress was laid on the control of 
surplus run-off and storm water. It is gratifying to report that the 
majority of farmers accept and apply advice fairly readily. The 
rapid growth in the use of fertiliser has paved the way for an 
island-wide land rehabilitation drive which, in the absence of 
fertiliser, was a long and expensive affair. The community is only 
just becoming aware that the agricultural possibilities of St. Vincent 
are enormous. 


During 1956 some 307,190 feet of contour lines were laid, of 
which 186,710 feet were planted with various grasses and other 
suitable vegetative barriers. Some 64,960 feet of contour drains 
were dug, bringing the total area affected to 620 acres. In 1957 
174,178 feet of contour lines were laid, 111,165 feet of which were 
protected with vegetative barriers; 57,690 feet of contour drains 
were dug, affecting 321 acres. 


Fertilisers 


As mentioned elsewhere in this report, the use of fertiliser is 
making gigantic strides. The whole place comes alive the minute a 
fertiliser boat arrives in port—everyone hurrying to secure his needs. 
This is a striking change from the indifference of only four years 
ago. At long last growers are beginning to understand the impor- 
tance of rectifying the nutrient deficiencies of the soil. | 


Imports of fertiliser rose steadily from 2,193 tons in 1955, 2,690 
tons in 1956 to 4,471 tons in 1957, and are expected to reach 10,000 
tons by the end of 1960. 


Leeward Land Settlement Estates 


Development of the Government-owned Leeward Land Settle- 
ment Estates progressed smoothly. The road building programme 
completed early in 1956 opened up a further 200-300 acres to cul- 
tivation. Difficulty has, however, been encountered in clearing the 
land. All commercially-worthwhile timber is now pit-sawn and the 
rest of the forest growth is turned over to charcoal burners who fel] 
the brush and burn the coals, the estate getting one-third of the 
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coals and the burners two-thirds. This has proved the cheapest way 
of getting the land rapidly and properly cleared. Low volume, oil- 
based spraying, employing “ Motoblo”’ machines, has increased 
control of Leaf Spot disease (Cercospora), and all banana plants 
have been regularly sprayed and dipped with aldrin. The bananas 
are now in far better condition, and production should easily be 
trebled in the next year or two. Production figures, in stems sold, 
for the two estates are given below: 


1955-56 1956-57 1957-58 (half-year) 
Richmond Vale —_ 19,054 20,028 22,008 
Wallilabou 7,595 11,493 7,115 


The young clonal cacao fields have been thoroughly overhauled 
and already the young clones are showing greatly increased signs 
of health and vigour. Arrowroot, cotton, cassava and copra are the 
other main cash crops. Peanuts have proved unprofitable and have’ 
been discontinued. Production of all crops has increased. 

No plantings of Robusta coffee were made during 1956-57 owing 
to the difficulty of procuring seed from Trinidad. The seedlings in 
the nursery were ready for 1958. 

Both the estates formerly carried large herds of Zebu cattle.’ 
Since better roads have increased accessibility all the Wallilabou 
cattle have been sold and only a small breeding herd of some 24 
cows was retained at Richmond Vale where it is hoped to go in 
for Pangola grass pasturage. The Zebus will be graded up to selected 
Jamaica Reds. These measures have effected a great saving on both 
properties and have released to cultivation several accessible acres 
formerly devoted to pasture or soiling grasses. Fertilisers have 
largely replaced the beneficial but very expensive pen manure. 

The audited accounts for 1956 and 1957 (year ending 30th June). 
show net profits of $18,846 and approximately $33,000 respectively. 
Clearly the thorough overhaul of the estates with the elimination of 
all uneconomic projects has already yielded great dividends. 

In 1956 $9,000 was paid as bonuses to labourers, and in 1957 
both staff and labourers received bonus payments amounting to 
$12,000. 

The renovations at the Wallilabou Arrowroot Factory have 
greatly increased the amount as well as the quality of the starch 
produced. 

An attempt at controlled leasehold settlement was started at the 
Wallilabou group with eight tenants, each on five-acre holdings, in 
1954. In 1956 a further eight tenants were settled on the remaining 
30 acres of land. The rentals charged vary from $8 per acre on the 
poorest blocks to $12 per acre on the better holdings. Most of the 
holdings fall in the $12 per acre group. The others were areas 
formerly exhausted and abandoned to scrub. However, with 
thorough cultivations, and adequate fertilising, few of the island’s 
deep volcanic soils represent unreclaimable land. At a future date _ 
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rentals will be adjusted, as it is now apparent that the inherent 
differences in fertility are not as great as were once thought. 

The tenants grow two cash crops only—cotton and arrowroot. 
During the cotton close season when the land is fallow, they are 
permitted to plant blackeye peas, maize or sweet potatoes. They 
are advanced all the fertiliser required for arrowroot and cotton, 
plus cash advances to meet cultivation costs. Progress has been 
most satisfactory. Tenants’ yields of cotton have been very good, 
the best averaging 2,500 lb. seed cotton per acre, compared with 
the island’s average up to recently of only 400-600 lb. Arrowroot 
yields have not come up to expectations, due mainly to the fact 
that very poor planting material was unavoidably used in the 
establishment stage. Tenants co-operate happily with the staff of 
the Department of Agriculture under whose supervision they work. 
Many acres formerly scrub or lying fallow are now intensively 
cropped, and the fertility of the land is steadily improving. Fertiliser 
dressings are high at half a ton per acre of a 10:5:10 NPK mixture 
to both cotton and arrowroot. The acreage planted to sea island 
cotton remained low; it showed a slight increase in 1956 but fell 
again in 1957. Bulk purchasing and distribution of fertiliser to small 
cotton growers on credit began in 1956 and increased in 1957, and 
the effect is apparent in the greatly improved stands and bearing of 
the cotton. The cash earned from the banana industry has enabled 
growers to care for their arrowroot and cotton crops in a manner 
previously impossible. 


LIVESTOCK 


Steady if somewhat slow progress was made with livestock improve- 
ment. One more stud centre was erected near the Botanic Gardens 
to serve the Kingstown area. This brings the total number of district 
stud centres to six. One more is contemplated for the Mesopotamia 
Valley—a large area with quite an appreciable livestock population. 
The island as a whole will then be very well served. Farmers in 
intervening areas should be able to secure their stud requirements 
easily as there are now available for purchase a fair number of very 
good grade sires of all the different classes of livestock kept locally. 
The Camden Park Experiment Station’s studs also are made avail- 
able to the public. Patronage of all stud centres, save the one at 
Three Rivers, has increased considerably and graded livestock are 
gradually improving. 
_ The types of studs kept are: 

Bulls — Montgomery Jerseys from Jamaica. 

Rams — Barbados Black Belly or African Woolless. 

Bucks — Black Alpine and Anglo Nubian. 

Boars — Large Blacks, and Large Whites.* 

Jacks — Kentucky. 

*This latter breed is unsuitable for distribution and will not be 

used in future. 
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It is hoped to make a start with Pangola grass and Jamaica Beef 
Reds—grading up local Zebu beef herds to Jamaica Red Bulls. 


Livestock field-days held at Rivulet, Belmont and Bequia in 1956 
and 1957 were most successful. The Belmont shows maintained their 
high standard, the Rivulet shows improved steadily and the Bequia 
shows had a most stimulating effect as regards patronage and general 
interest in livestock improvement there. 


In the field of animal health, preventive measures were adopted 
on an ever increasing scale with most satisfactory results. Worms, 
parturition and post-parturition troubles, mange, mastitis, pneu- 
monia and mechanical injuries continue to present the main 
problems. Farmers are beginning to learn the various symptoms 
and to seek veterinary aid early. Good progress has been made 
with feeding, breeding, housing and handling. Interest in fodder 
grasses remained at a high level. Ticks and flies are controlled by 
BHC sprays and malathion. 


Livestock exports continued to contribute to the island’s economy. 
The shipments of sheep, goats and poultry to Trinidad were resumed 
and a fair trade was carried on with Dominica in cattle and pigs. 


There were no outbreaks of notifiable diseases during these years. 
The policy of permitting export only of male animals and females 
of no breeding value is eliminating the scrub population. This, along 
with the now near-adequate provision of stud facilities, is rapidly 
improving the local animal population. 


The following table gives the value of livestock exports during 
1955, 1956 and 1957: 


Exports of Livestock 


1955 1956 1957 

$ $ $ 
Cattle. : ; 23,960 26,142 20,304 
Goats. ; 2 8,152 15,864 20,932 
Sheep. : ; 19,570 18,836 26,714 
Pigs . : 1,640 4,137 5,564 
Horses. ; : 4,060 3,100 3,220 
Asses and Mules 2,161 3,375 1,130 
Poultry . : : 9,502 6,661 3,761 


$69,045 $78,215 $81,625 


The drop in poultry exports is due mainly to the substantially 
increased prices now being paid locally. 


The Buccament ham and bacon factory was unfortunately closed 
down in 1956. Efforts to restart the venture have so far been un- 
successful. The continued ban on the import of pigs into Trinidad 
has dealt a severe blow to the pig industry. 
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The Camden Park Station continues to sell to the public con- 
siderable amounts of hatching eggs and week-old chicks. The breeds 
kept are Rhode Island Reds and White Leghorns. 


FORESTRY 


The supervision and management of tenants and woodcutters 
according to Crown Land Regulations were the main duties of the 
Forestry Division. The demand for local lumber continued to be 
very high. 
The district advisory staff supervised the Forest Guards in their 
respective beats. There is a great need, however, for a full-time 
officer for this work as the advisory staff have not the time to pay 
regular inspection visits and provision has therefore been made for 
a Forest Ranger in the 1958 Estimates. One Crown Lands Bailiff 
looked after the collection of rents and the prosecution of offenders. 

The boardwood (Simaruba amara) and teak nurseries continue 
to progress. 

FISHERIES 


No fundamental work was started as it has still not been possible 
to secure the services of a Fisheries Officer. The Fisheries Develop- 
ment Committee dealt mainly with the provision of credit for the 
purchase of improved tackle. The Fisheries Officer of Barbados 
visited St. Vincent in 1957 to look into and make recommendations 
for the development of the fishing industry, particularly in the 
St. Vincent Grenadines where the potentialities are great. 

~ Recorded sales of fish through established fish markets were 
624,304 lb. in 1956 and 589,434 Ib. in 1957 valued at $89,686 and 
$144,418 respectively. As before, a considerable quantity of fish was 
sold outside the fish markets, of which there is no accurate record; 
such sales amount to about 50-60 per cent. of total landings. Prices 
increased rapidly during 1957. 

One thousand one hundred gallons of black fish oil valued at 
$1,475 were exported in 1956 and, in 1957, 954 gallons valued at 
$1,315. 

Martinique continued to buy considerable quantities of fresh 
fish. Exports in 1956 and 1957 were 123,824 lb. and 169,007 lb. 
valued at $26,106 and $42,457 respectively. 


Chapter 7: Social Services 


EDUCATION 


WITHIN the Government the Minister for Social Services is res- 
ponsible for educational policy and direction in St. Vincent. The 
Education Department staff consists of an Education Officer and 
Chief Inspector of Schools, two Inspectors of Schools and four 
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clerks. The teaching service is comprised of 26 members (graduates 
and non-graduates) in two Government secondary schools and. 
462 members (excluding the supernumeraries who work as substitute- 
teachers) in the primary schools. 


Primary Schools 


Primary education, which is free but not compulsory, was pro- 
vided for children from 5 to 15 years of age in 48 elementary schools 
in 1957. These schools, together with a Government fee-paying 
infant-junior school and a number of private primary schools, are 
all co-educational. 

The Government and assisted (or denominational) schools are 
subject to regular inspection by officers of the Department. Formal 
examinations are held annually for Third Standard and Sixth Stan- 
dard pupils, and in the latter examination successful candidates are 
awarded School Leaving Certificates. At this stage some pupils are 
recruited to work in the schools as supernumerary pupil-teachers, 
and others leave to enter secondary schools, to go to private trade 
classes or to seek employment, chiefly as shop assistants. 

Woodwork and housecraft classes are conducted by qualified 
teachers at the two Kingstown Centres and at four primary schools. 
The Kingstown Centres are attended by senior pupils of four 
primary schools in Kingstown. 

The school enrolment for 1956 was 17,764 and the average atten- 
dance was 12,785. The figures for 1957 were 18,855 and 13,521. 
Steady efforts are being made to improve accommodation. 

Dried skimmed milk, the gift of UNICEF, and food yeast biscuits 
purchased by the Government, were supplied daily to a number of 
needy children in Government schools and assisted schools. 

Games equipment is provided, and organised competitions are 
conducted every year for cricket, football and netball trophies. In 
1957 a successful athletic sports meeting was held in Kingstown. | 


Secondary Schools 


Secondary education is provided for pupils 11-19 years old at 
the Grammar School and the Girls’ High School—two Government 
schools, of which the Executive Council is the Governing Body; the 
Intermediate School, a Government-assisted school, and the 
Emmanuel High School. All these schools are fee-paying. Admission ' 
is based on the results of entrance examinations. 

Several scholarships for free places in the Government secondary 
schools are awarded annually by Government, the Municipality of 
Kingstown, religious denominations, various organisations and 
individuals; the Government also offers internal exhibitions. 

In 1956 and 1957 the enrolment at the Grammar School was 231 
and 230, and at the Girls’ High School 253 and 249, respectively. 
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- Both Government and private secondary schools present can- 
didates for the Oversea (Cambridge) School Certificate Examination. 
The Grammar School and the Girls’ High School also submit 
candidates for the Higher School Certificate. The curricula include 
science to Higher School Certificate level and domestic science to 
School Certificate level. 

During the period under review candidates who reached Univer- 
sity standard were awarded the St. Vincent Island Scholarship 
offered biennially and tenable at any recognised British university, 
the Federation Scholarship (for medicine) and a Science Scholarship 
to the University College of the West Indies, Jamaica, and the 
Agricultural Scholarship to the Imperial College of Tropical Agri- 
culture, Trinidad. 

In 1956, 85 persons sat the Oversea School Certificate Examina- 
tion and 50 obtained certificates. Certain candidates took subjects 
to satisfy local teaching requirements only, and were not eligible 
. for certificates. Of the 14 persons who took the Higher School 
Certificate, eight were successful. There was a greater number of 
entrants for both examinations in 1957. 

Candidates also take the Royal Society of Arts and Pitmans 
Commercial Examinations, and external examinations of the 
University of London. 


Teacher Training 


Teacher-training centres for pupil teachers were conducted in 
three districts on every school day. Academic, practical and pro- 
fessional classes for student and probationary teachers were held 
regularly on Saturdays. 


Adult Education 


Evening classes in academic subjects up to school certificate 
standard were continued, as well as those in cookery and needlework. 

The Department, through its housecraft instructresses, undertook 
the training of domestic servants who were selected to work in 
Canada. 

Vocational training in handicrafts (chiefly straw-work) is given 
by a trained handicraft instructress assisted by junior instructresses 
in ten centres. Tuition is free. 

The Women’s Clubs, whose activities are mainly cultural, are 
organised and run under the auspices of the Education Department. 


Library Services 


- Circulation. During 1956 and 1957, 24,298 books of fiction and 
14,920 of non-fiction were issued in the Adult Lending Library. 
The circulation in the Juvenile Library was 20,037 fiction and 8,347 
non-fiction. The total number of members registered at 31st 
December, 1957, was 5,636 (3,047 juveniles and 2,589 adults). 
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Book Stock. 3,607 books were added to the stock (adults 2,277; 
juveniles 1,330); 1,200 books were withdrawn or discarded as unfit 
for circulation, and 403 books were bound. 


Staff. The staff of the Kingstown Public Library comprised five 
members—one Librarian and four junior assistants. 


Rural Development. Two new branch libraries were opened during 
these years—one at Chateaubelair in 1956, and the other at Ques- 
telles in 1957. Headquarters now operates through ten different 
points of service in the rural areas. S1x branch librarians were trained 
at the Kingstown Public Library over this period. 


HEALTH 
Staff 


The Medical Department is under the control of the Senior 
Medical Officer with (in addition to clerical and attendant staff) 
the following establishment: 


(a) The Colonial Hospital (including the Extension Hospital for 
Infectious Diseases): 

1 Resident Surgeon. 
1 Physician Specialist. 
1 House Physician. 

32 Nursing Staff and a Matron. 

32 Student Nurses. 
3 Laboratory Technicians and 1 Student Technician. 
1 Housekeeper. 
1 Hostel Housekeeper (appointed in 1957). 
1 Catering Supervisor. 


(b) Central Institutions: 


6 Dispensers. 
4 Student Dispensers. 
3 Charge Nurses (2 appointed in 1957). 


{c) District Services and Rural Hospitals: 


7 District Medical Officers. 

21 District Nurse-Midwives and Health Nurses under the 
supervision of a Superintendent Health Nurse; seven of 
these have been trained in Public Health Nursing 
and two hold the R.S.I. Certificate. 

9 District Dispensers. 

9 Public Health Inspectors under the supervision of a 
Superintendent Public Health Inspector; seven of these 
hold the R.S.I. Certificate. 


The Department continued to be short of staff for the greater 
part of 1956, but in April, 1957, the medical establishment was 
brought up to full strength for the first time for many years. 
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Institutions 


The Colonial Hospital. Work on renovation and alterations con- 
tinued and accommodation was increased to 166 beds with the 
opening of the extension to the male and maternity wards towards 
the end of 1957. Plans for more children’s beds and private beds 
and for the improvement of the existing children’s wards were 
approved. There were 4,686 admissions in 1956 and 4,323 in 1957. 

The Extension Hospital for tuberculosis and other infectious 
diseases, which has 40 beds, is situated at Montrose about one mile 
from the general hospital and is administered as a division of the 
Colonial Hospital. There were 33 admissions and 27 discharges in 
1956 and 48 admissions and 34 discharges in 1957. The daily average 
number of in-patients was 46. 

The Mental Hospital has accommodation for 100 patients. As a 
result of re-organisation carried out by the Medical Department 
under the guidance of Dr. Lloyd-Still, Medical Superintendent of 
the Barbados Mental Hospital, and the introduction of shock 
therapy, high vitamin intake and modern sedatives, there were a 
gratifying number of cures during the period. In 1956 there were 
41 admissions, 29 discharges and six deaths and in 1957, 45 admiss- 
ions, 38 discharges and three deaths. 

The Pauper Home (Lewis Punnet Home for the Aged Poor) fulfils 
a great need. A daily average of 120 poor persons were looked after 
in a reasonably cheerful atmosphere. The institution takes care of a 
number of chronic sick who would otherwise have to be cared for 
in the Colonial Hospital. 

Leprosarium. Since the removal of the Pauper Home to the Glen 
at the end of 1955, the Leprosarium is operated as a separate unit. 
A charge nurse was appointed in 1957. There are 18 inmates. Two 
new cases were diagnosed during the period. 


District Service. 


The rural districts are served by 20 dispensaries, and three rural 
cottage hospitals with a total capacity of 16 beds are maintained in 
Georgetown and Chateaubelair on the main island and in Bequia 
in the Grenadines. 

Resident medical officers are now available in the districts and 
an increased number of patients received attention at these centres 
in 1957. 


Public Health 


Health problems are still affected by conditions resulting from 
inadequate housing, unemployment and poverty. The period was, 
however, again relatively favourable; there were no epidemics. The 
principal diseases were: 


Enteric Fever. During 1956 there was no seasonal occurrence 
as in previous years, and the incidence of the disease was 
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considerably reduced. Eleven cases were reported. There was 
one death. In 1957, however, there was a small outbreak, 
probably spread by flies, mostly in the Vermont area on the 
Leeward side of the island. Thirty-four cases were diagnosed. 
There was one death. 


Tuberculosis. Thirty-three fresh cases were reported in 1956 
and 48 in 1957. It has been possible to hospitalize all new 
cases. All have been treated with streptomycin and P.A.S. 
Twenty-seven cases were discharged in 1956 and 32 in 1957. 
Suggestions made by Professor Heaf, on his visit to the 
colony in 1957, for more energetic treatment of cases in the 
early stages of the disease have been implemented and, with 
the general use of the newer antibiotics and improved hos- 
pital care an increasing number of persons are being success- 
fully treated and returned to a normal place in the community. 


Influenza. There was a sharp outbreak (perhaps Asian flu) in 
October, 1957, with a few deaths attributable to complica- 
tions. The Public Services were affected to some extent, but 
it was not necessary to close schools or cinemas. 


Yaws. As a result of the Expanded Treponematosis Cam- 
paign (see page 00), the incidence of yaws is now almost 


negligible. 


Special Health Projects 


Supplementary Milk Feeding Programme. A UNICEF/F.A.O.- 
aided feeding programme which began in mid-1954 continued to July, 
1956. Aided by a second UNICEF allocation, fresh supplies of dried 
skim milk, a gift from the United States of America, were received 
in July, 1956. The number of pre-school schildren receiving free 
rations of milk was increased from 1,000 to 5,000, bringing the total 
number of beneficiaries to 11,000. The extended programme is 
scheduled to run until August, 1958. Reports indicate that there 
had been considerable improvement in the nutrition of school 
children, pre-school children, nursing and expectant mothers who 
receive this supplementary food. 


Yellow Fever Control Programme. The campaign for the eradica- 
tion of the vector aedes aegypti which began in March, 1955, under 
the auspices of W.H.O./P.A.S.B., made good progress throughout 
1956 and 1957. The whole island and the Grenadines, with the 
exception of a small area in Bequia, have shown negative readings 
for at least two consecutive 12-week checks. “* Vigilance Inspections ” 
will continue throughout 1958 and it is expected that it will be 
possible to declare St. Vincent free of the mosquito, and of the 
possible hazard of an outbreak of yellow fever, a disease which has 
been unknown in the island for many years. 
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Expanded Treponematosis Control Project. The programme for 
the eradication of yaws and the control of venereal diseases started 
on Ist November, 1955. Two main phases of the campaign have 
been completed and the follow-up phase is well advanced. At least 
90 per cent. of the population has been injected with penicillin, and 
check treatment and reporting of new cases and contacts have been 
incorporated in the regular Government Public Health Service. 
UNICEF contributed penicillin, basic field equipment and two 
vehicles for the campaign and the W.H.O. provided experts to help 
in the implementation of the scheme and gave a fellowship for study . 
in Haiti which was awarded to Dr. G. J. Cordice. The St. Vincent 
Government with the assistance of a C.D. & W. grant provided 
salaries for local personnel and transport and undertook the main- 
tenance of vehicles. The project has been of incalculable benefit to 
the colony. The incidence of yaws, which was the highest among 
diseases in the colony, is now almost negligible. A three-week review 
in October, 1957, disclosed only four cases in all, two of which 
were considered to be re-infections. 


Pertussis Prevention Programme. This campaign, begun in 
December, 1955, is being carried out by the staff of the Medical 
Department and is financed from a C.D. & W. grant. Welcome 
Foundation Diptheriae-Tetanus-Pertussis Prophylactic (D.T.P.P.) is 
being used. Immunisation of babies does not start until after the 
age 3-6 months. D.T.P.P. in 1 c.c. doses is given three times in all, 
either deeply subcutaneously or intra-muscularly at intervals of 
4-6 weeks. One reinforcing dose is given at 12-15 months to raise 
the immunity to a high level in the pre-school period. The programme 
will continue for five years to December, 1960. 


Sanitary Services 


In spite of staff difficulties, routine measures, scavenging Kings- 
town, drainage, filling cesspits, etc. were carried out; existing public 
and school latrines were maintained in a sanitary condition and 
rural springs and wells serviced and protected. Plans are being con- 
sidered for an island-wide programme of environmental sanitation, 
with UNICEF assistance. 


Vital Statistics 
Year | Population Births Deaths Birth Rate | Death Rate 
per 1,000 per 1,000 
1954 75,200 3,117 1,125 42.4 15.3 
1955 76,780 3,607 1,102 47.5 14.5 
1956 78,594 3,601 937 46.4 12.1 
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INFANT MORTALITY 


Enteric Fever 
Tuberculosis 


* Not available 





HOUSING 


** Ten Years of Housing Development in St. Vincent ”’ was the theme 
of an exhibition held in August, 1957. The occasion was the official 
handing over of the 15 one-bedroom houses on the Paul’s Lot Aided 
Self-Help Housing Scheme, Kingstown. This was the second instal- 
ment of a 25-house project to clear 25 families from the worst slum 
area of Kingstown. A cut-out map located the 14 housing schemes 
from Sandy Bay on the north-east or Windward coast to Petit 
Bordel on the north-west or Leeward coast of the island. Plans 
showed the layout of the various schemes and the number of lots 
developed. An exhibit of a 16 ft. by 12 ft. frame house showed 
three methods of building a “‘ low income group house.” (1) Wattle 
and daub cement rendered walls. (2) Tapia wall rendered with 
cement mortar. (3) Wall of local Jumber. Three types of walling 
construction were shown in another exhibit giving the comparative 
cost of stone masonry, concrete block and landcrete block. Two 
lay models showed the orderly arrangement of two new villages. 
A precast latrine unit manufactured by the Public Health Engin- 
eering Unit was on display. This type of latrine is used on all rural 
schemes planned by the Central Housing and Planning Authority. 

Throughout 1956 and 1957 the rehabilitation of some 300 hurricane- 
stricken families was a major housing activity in the St. Vincent 
Grenadine islands. On the official list of the Hurrieane Relief 
Committee for the three affected islands, 324 houses were listed as 
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damaged in varying states from totally demolished to slightly 
damaged. In addition to supplying materials, skilled artisans and 
advice to householders, Government built 18 two-room houses 
(wattle and daub, cement rendered) for old and needy persons who 
were considered unable to make use of the materials, etc. supplied 
for rehabilitating their own houses. These Government houses. 
served a dual purpose as they set an example which was copied by 
many of the families who formerly occupied crude and Soe 
wattle and daub, thatched huts. 


In the period under review permission was granted for the 
following housing operations: 


No. of Applications 


Nature of Building Approved 
1956 1957 
New Dwelling Houses : : 154 169 
Addition to Houses . : : 39 50 
Removal of Houses . : 52 36 
Removal and Addition to Houses . 2 — 
Repairs 4 4 
Repairs and Additions to Houses . 3 2 
Alteration to Houses . 4 3 
Church Buildings — 1 
Garage Buildings 3 ] 
Gas Depots : — 1 
Office Buildings . — 1 
Shop Buildings . 17 6 
Cinema Houses . : ] — 
Reconstruction of Houses Z — 


At present building applications are approved by the Public 
Health Department. The Kingstown Town Board, and the Central 
Housing Planning Authority. 


Chapter 8: Legislation 


IMPORTANT legislation enacted during the years 1956 and 1957 
included the following Ordinances: 


1956 


No. 1.: The Income Tax Ordinance consolidates and amends the 
law relating to income tax. 


No. 2.: The Public Service Commission Ordinance makes provision 
for the creation of a Public Service Commission. 


No. 4.: The British Caribbean Shipping (Agreement) Ordinance 
provides for the ratification of the Agreement of the Ist November, 
1954, entered into between the Governments of certain Caribbean 
territories and the West Indies Navigation Company Limited. 
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No. 9.: The Public Order (Amendment) Ordinance provides for 
notice to be given to the police by persons organising or concerned 
in organising any public meeting or procession. 


No. 18.: The Supreme Court (Amendment) Ordinance brings up 
to date the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court of the Windward 
Islands and Leeward Islands in the St. Vincent Circuit in its Probate, 
Divorce and Admiralty, as well as its original, jurisdiction to con- 
form with the practice obtaining in other colonies. 


No. 19.: The Employment Exchanges Ordinance provides for the 
establishment of Employment Exchanges. The Ordinance also 
provides for grants and loans to be made, out of funds provided 
by the Legislature, to assist persons travelling to places of employ- 
ment outside the colony. 


No. 31.: The Financial Secretary and the Accountant-General 
(Creation) Ordinance creates the offices of Financial Secretary and 
of Accountant General and provides for the allocation to them of 
duties heretofore performed by the Colonial Treasurer. 


No. 35.: The Summary Conviction Offences (Amendment) Ordinance 
increases the jurisdiction of Magistrates in regard to the offence of 
larceny of cattle from cases involving a subject matter not exceeding 
£2 value ($9.60) to cases involving a subject matter not exceeding 
$100. The maximum penalty for larceny of cattle increased from 
six months imprisonment to one year. 


No. 37.: The Legislative Council (Elections) (Amendment) Ordinance 
makes provision for: 


(a) the yearly preparation of a preliminary list of electors; 


(6) the quinquennial enumeration for the purpose of compiling 
preliminary lists; 


(c) prohibiting the making of false statements in relation to the 
character or conduct of candidates at elections and declaring 
the same to be an illegal practice; 


(d) the disqualification from voting or standing for election or 
remaining a member of the Legislative Council of any person 
convicted of an illegal practice at an election. 


1957 


No. 8.: The Assurance Companies Ordinance makes provision for 
regulating the carrying on of assurance business. When it comes 
into operation by proclamation the Ordinance will subject companies 
to which it applies to rules which tend to safeguard the interest of 
policy holders. 
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No. 11.: The Sedition and Undesirable Publications (Amendment) 
Ordinance empowers the Governor in Council to order the “ blan- 
ket ’’ banning of certain undesirable publications issued by certain 
subversive organisations. The Ordinance also permits indictments 
for certain offences to be preferred after the expiration of six months 
from the date of the commission of such offences. 


No. 13.: The Cane Farmers?’ Association Ordinance establishes a 
body corporate to be known as the St. Vincent Cane Farmers’ 
Association for the purpose of encouraging among its members 
the expansion and development of the sugarcane industry. 


No. 15.: The Income Tax (Amendment) Ordinance allows as a 
deduction the cost of passages to and from the colony granted to 
employees in respect of their employment. It grants relief in respect 
of United Kingdom income tax and it exempts from tax any sum 
paid by the taxpayer in support of a body of persons or trust 
established for charitable, religious, educational or scientific pur- 
poses of a public nature. 


No. 16.: The Agricultural Small Tenancies Ordinance protects the 
tenant of a small holding and encourages him to use the holding in 
a husbandlike manner. The Ordinance also makes provision whereby 
any dispute between landlord and tenant as to the amount of com- 
pensation payable is to be settled by the Superintendent of 
Agriculture whose award is subject to review, on appeal, by a 
Magistrate. 


Chapter 9: Justice, Police and Prisons 


JUSTICE 


A resident Puisne Judge presides over the Supreme Court of the 
Windward Islands and Leeward Islands in St. Vincent. The Supreme 
Court has appellate, civil and criminal jurisdiction, and also hears 
matters in its probate, divorce and Admiralty jurisdictions. 

The colony is divided into three Magisterial Districts. The First 
Magisterial District consists of that part of Saint George’s parish 
which lies to the west of the Great Head or Warrawarrou River, 
and the parishes of St. Andrew, St. Patrick and St. David. The 
Second Magisterial District consists of the whole island of St. 
Vincent exclusive of that portion thereof which comprises the First 
District. The Third Magisterial District consists of all the Grenadine 
Islands included in the Government of St. Vincent. 

There are three Magistrates, one being the Magistrate of Dis- 
trict I, the second being the Magistrate of Districts II and III, and 
the third being the Additional Magistrate of the colony. 

The local system of law falls under two main heads: statute law 
duly passed by legislation, etc., and the common law of England. 
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The Supreme Court 


(a) 


(5) 


(c) 


Original Jurisdiction: The Court hears all matters which are 
heard and determined by the High Court of Justice in England 
viz., Queen’s Bench Division, Divorce, Probate and Admiralty 
and Chancery Division, except as otherwise provided for by 
local legislation. An appeal from this Court lies to the West 
Indian Court of Appeal and thence to the Privy Council 
Committee. 


Summary Jurisdiction: The Court hears and determines 
without a jury or counsel all civil actions, whether of a legal 
or equitable nature, and all matters arising thereout or 
incidental thereto, in which the debt or damage claimed, or 
the amount or value does not exceed £50 and in actions for 
the recovery of possession where the value does not exceed 
£30. An appeal from this Court lies to the Windward Islands 
and Leeward Islands Court of Appeal. 


Criminal Jurisdiction: In the exercise of its criminal jurisdic- 
tion the Court has cognisance of all treasons, felonies, mis- 
demeanours and offences committed in the Colony or within 
three miles of any of the shores of the Colony; and of all 
treasons, felonies, misdemeanours and offences authorised to 
be tried and determined in the Court under and by any 
Imperial Statute now or hereafter to be passed for the 


purpose. 


The Magistrates’ Court 


(2) 
(5) 


Criminal Jurisdiction: The Court hears and determines all 
complaints or informations for summary offences. 


Civil Jurisdiction: The Court determines all actions of 
contract or tort other than cases of detenue where the 
amount claimed or value of the thing claimed whether as a 
debt, balance of account or damages or otherwise is in the 
case of actions of contract not more than £20 and in the 
case of actions of tort not more than £10; for damages for 
detention of, and/or for the recovery of any chattel or thing 
which is not more than £20 and in cases for the recovery of 
possession where the value does not exceed £20; and gener- 
ally in all other matters in which jurisdiction is by any law 
expressly given to Magistrates or Justices of the Peace. An 
appeal from the Magistrates’ Court lies to the Supreme 
Court in its appellate jurisdiction. 


POLICE 


Organisation and Establishment 
The Chief of Police is in command of the Force. 
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The strength of the Force was up to the authorised establishment 
on 3lst December, 1957, as set out below: 


Establishment 

Chief of Police. ‘ : : 1 
Deputy Chief of Police. . ; 1 
Assistant Chief of Police 1 
Inspector 1 
Sub-Inspectors 2 
Station Sergeants 3 
Sergeants 6 
Corporals 19 
Constables 103 
Woman Police Constable | 

138 


Except for the addition of two constables to man the new station 
at Spring Village, there has been no change in the establishment 
since 1955. The woman police constable has proved very useful, 
especially in connection with crimes involving women and young 
persons. 


Recruitment and Training 


In 1956 14 recruits were enlisted in the Force and went through 
a 16-week training programme covering all aspects of police duties. 
The Regional Police Training School in Barbados began functioning 
in 1956. A course for instructors was held and two n.c.o’s attended. 
Six recruits were sent for training. One police constable has been 
seconded to the School as an instructor. 


During 1956 one sub-inspector attended a course at the Metro- 
politan Police Training School, Hendon. The following members of 
the Force attended courses in Trinidad: one station sergeant attended 
a course in fingerprint and photography; one corporal attended a 
traffic control course; one corporal attended a drill instructor’s 
course; one constable attended a telecommunications course. 


Accommodation 


The building adjoining Police Headquarters, formerly occupied 
by the Senior Customs Officer, has been handed over to the Police 
Department, and will house the offices of the Chief of Police, the 
Fingerprint Branch, the Criminal Records Office and the Immigra- 
tion Office. During 1957 a new police station was built at Spring 
Village on the western coast of the island. 
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Transport 


The Force has one Commer, one Bedford van, two Land Rovers, 
two motor cycles and one launch. There is need for an increase in 
transport, especially as the Land Rovers are approaching the age 
when they will no longer be able to render efficient service. 


Communications 


The police wireless scheme has made rapid strides, and Police 
Headquarters is now linked by means of a repeater station with. 
Georgetown and Union Island in the Grenadines. There are also 
three mobile sets. It is hoped in the very near future to set up a 
repeater station on the Leeward coast thus enabling the stations 
on that side of the island to be linked to Headquarters. 


Immigration 


The immigration services are controlled by the police. The total 
number of immigrants was 5,760 and the total number of emigrants 
was 6,828. 


Towards the middle of 1957, the number of persons migrating. 
to the United Kingdom increased, and in August the highest 
number, 158, left. The total of 426 for the year included seven 
visitors, nine students and 410 persons seeking employment. 


Traffic Branch 


The Inland Revenue Department took over the collection of 
revenue for miscellaneous licences on 3rd January, 1957. This has. 
meant that the Traffic Branch which issued these licences, can 
devote more time to traffic control. The Courtesy Squad continues 
to function, and the standard of driving is, as a result, gradually 
improving. "There were five fatal accidents in 1956; 5] accidents 
were reported and 24 persons were injured. 


The number of vehicles registered in 1956 and 1957 was as 


follows: 

1956 1957 
Private Cars ? : P . 390 439 
Hired Cars . . . ; 52 58 
Trucks : ‘ ; . 188 203 
Buses ‘ . : . 66 60 
Jeeps ‘ : : : 22 52 
Motor Cycles. ; : ; 98 120 
Hearses ; : : ; 3 3 
Trailers : ‘ f . 25 30 
Tractors : : ; . 18 19 

862 984 


The number of traffic offences recorded was 330. 
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Fire Brigade 


The police are responsible for the maintenance of the fire-fighting 
services, and the need for a small full-time Fire Brigade is being 
urgently considered. The Volunteer Fire Brigade which has 45 mem- 
members has always given excellent service. There were nine serious 
fires during 1956 and 1957 involving loss of property valued at 
$102,451.00. 


Police Band 


The Police Band is much improved, and, apart from playing on 
official occasions, it is also available for performances at fetes and 
bazaars on the payment of a small fee. There is no doubt that the 
Band has substantially improved relations between the police and 
the public. 


Crime 


The reorganisation of the Crime Branch and of criminal records, 
fingerprint and photography has begun to show its effect on the 
incidence of crime. Crime can now receive more attention and a 
higher percentage of cases is cleared up. There are now 4,729 
Criminal Record Office files established, with 2,521 fingerprints in 
the main collection. The fingerprint branch attended 40 scenes of 
crimes; five cases were cleared up by fingerprints. 


Crime figures show a decrease for the year 1956. Of a total of 
4,170 reports investigated by the police, charges were brought in 
2,703 cases; 650 were still under investigation at the close of the 
year, and 817 were closed as undetected. 


A total of 3,291 persons was apprehended or summoned; 73 were 
proceeded against in the higher courts and 48 were convicted. Of 
3,218 proceeded against in the Magistrates’ Courts, 2,307 were con- 
victed. In all, 2,355 persons were found guilty, including 428 for 
crimes against the person, 23 for crimes against property with 
violence, 615 for crimes against property without violence, 249 for 
traffic offences and 992 for minor offences. One case of murder and 
one of attempted murder were reported during 1956. There was an 
acquittal in the murder case, and a conviction in the case of attempted 
murder. 

Twelve persons were sentenced to three or more years imprison- 
ment, 16 for one year and under three, 36 for periods of six months 
and under one year and 102 others for lesser periods; 1,813 were 
fined and 376 were cautioned or otherwise dealt with. 


Coroner 


Twenty deaths were investigated by the police, and reports and 
statements were forwarded to the Coroner. Ten inquests were held. 
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Other Local Forces 

The Auxiliary Police Force (part-time) has a strength of three 
officers, two warrant officers and 56 n.c.o’s and constables; and the 
Grammar School Cadet Corps has two officers and 50 cadets. 


PRISONS 


The administration of prisons is governed by the Prison Rules. 

In July, 1956, approval was given for an additional male officer, 
which brought the strength to 27. 

The main prison in Kingstown continues to house the majority 
of the male prison population, but 14 prisoners under a Senior 
Officer live and work on the Ottley Hall Farm, three miles away. 
Each work day they are joined by extra officers and prisoners from 
the main prison. The agricultural work on the farm is under the 
direction of a trained agricultural officer. 

The female prisoners still occupy Fort Charlotte, some two miles 
from the main prison, under the supervision of a matron and an 
assistant. 

The daily average prison population was 120.2 in 1956 and 92.8 
in 1957. In 1956 77 offences were committed against prison dis- 
cipline, as against 84 in 1957. 

Much attention was given in 1957 to the application of modern 
methods of prison administration by the introduction of competitive 
recreation, educational films and classes, vocal music, etc., with a 
view to encouraging good behaviour. 

The health of prisoners was under the care of a Prison Medical 
Officer, and their health generally was good. Since the appointment 
of a male nurse to the prison staff, all minor injuries are attended 
to at the main prison while more serious cases are dealt with at 
the Colonial Hospital. Following discussions with the Windward 
Islands Dietitian in 1957 a more attractive diet was introduced. 

The chief occupations in which prisoners were employed were 
quarrying, stone crushing (mechanical), concrete-block making 
and farming. 

Remission remained at one-third of sentences served. 

The Superintendent assisted in placing discharged prisoners in 
employment and provided needy cases with clothing. The Public 
Assistance and Probation Officer also gave after-care assistance to 
discharged prisoners. 
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THE cost of development projects undertaken during 1956 and 1957 
totalled £114,638 and was met from Colonial Development and 
Welfare funds. The work included the extension of rural water 
systems, the laying of new water mains from the Vermont Mountain 
to the Kingstown area, the reconstruction of roads, the building of 
schools and the extension of the Colonial Hospital. 
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Sixty thousand pounds has been allocated to the improvement 
of water supplies. Expenditure amounted to £4,582 in 1956 and to 
£11,504 in 1957. | 

Work on the water scheme began in May, 1956, and during that 
year the Lauders/Biabou extension was completed at a cost of 
£1,800. Work on the South Leeward Water Supply (with its source 
in the Vermont Hills) began in June, 1957. This project is expected 
to be completed towards the middle of 1958 at an estimated cost 
of £39,000. Extensions to the South Windward water supplies are 
in progress and are estimated to cost £5,450. In the Park Hill/South 
Rivers area improvements and extension have been completed at a 
cost of £1,610. 

Other water extensions and improvements to be completed in the 
first half of 1958 are: Georgetown Water Supply (£2,450), Chateau- 
belair Water Supply (£1,950), Langley Park and Mt. Bentinck Water 
Supply (£1,800), and Cane End and Carriere (£2,500). 

A new drainage system was laid in the town of Calliaqua at a 
cost of £7,256 to prevent flooding during the rainy season. 

Approximately 1,400 cubic yards of coral reef, which was 
obstructing the overshoot area of the seadrome, was removed at a 
cost of £1,400. 

The sum of £25,000 has been allocated to the hospital develop- 
ment scheme which provides for the extension of both the main 
male and female ward at the Colonial Hospital. Quarters for two 
district nurses and three out-district dispensers, for an ophthalmic 
‘ward and for an emergency lighting plant are also provided for. 
‘These projects are well advanced. 

The following elementary schools were built during 1956 and 
1957: 

Evesham School for 350 pupils 

Park Hill School 
Calder School 
Sandy Bay » 200 
Lowmans (Leeward) School  ,, 300 
Paget Farm (Bequia) School ,, 200 ,, 


The Kingstown Preparatory School was extended to accommodate 
50 new pupils. 


Chapter 11: Communications 
SHIPPING 


There has not yet been a full-scale resumption of pre-war regular 
Steamship passengers and cargo services to and from the colony. 
Cargo services were, however, provided periodically by the Royal 
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Netherlands Steamship Company and the Harrison Line. The S.S. 
West Indian of the Federally controlled West Indies Navigation 
Company made a valuable contribution to traffic within the 
Caribbean. 

Calls by ships of the Canadian National and Alcoa Steamship 
Lines ceased as from the middle of 1957; the Saguenay Shipping 
Ltd. then began their occasional visits from Canadian ports. Other 
cargoes were mainly transhipped from other West Indian ports. 

Intercolonial voyages were made during the period by sailing 
vessels and small motor vessels. 


AIR 
The St. Vincent Government Air Service continued to operate with 
Grumman amphibian aircraft, connecting St. Vincent, Barbados, 
Trinidad, Grenada and Dominica. 
It is proposed to construct, at an estimated cost of £225,000, an 
airfield to accommodate aircraft up to Dakota standard. 


ROADS 
The sum of $80,500 was spent in maintaining roads during 1956, 
and new bridges were built at Gomea (60 feet span), Caruth (40 feet 
span) and Vermont (72 feet span). 

The main bridge in the town of Layou received a new deck of 
30 feet span. During 1957 $217,900 was spent in maintaining roads; 
$32,000 was spent on special road services, such as oiling steep 
gradients, widening corners at Belle Isle and Coronation Club, and 
improving river crossings; $14,000 was spent on bridges. The 
bridges at Adelphi and Wallilabou were redecked, and the bridge 
at Barrouallie was extensively repaired. 

There are 70 miles of oiled roads and 340 miles of gravelled roads. 
The new road building programme got underway in 1956 with the 
opening up and oiling of the Farm Road, which is about three 
miles long, in Mesopotamia Valley. Other roads under reconstruc- 
tion are the New Prospect Road which links Biabou with Meso- 
potamia, passing through a rich banana growing area, and the 
Spring Village Road along the Cumberland Valley. At the end of 
1957 approximately 2? miles were oiled on each of these roads. 

The mule trace for the proposed Trans-Insular Road was extended 
by 14 miles. The trace is for survey purposes in examining the 
prospects of constructing a road to run from Wallibou to George- 
town and to feed the valley between Morne Garu and Soufriere 
Mountains. 

A scheme for the improvement of Leeward Highway at a cost 
of $288,000 was approved in 1957. It entails the oiling of eight of 
the 11 miles on the main Leeward Highway between Barrouallie 
and Chateaubelair. The terrain is extremely rugged, but fortunately 
the route is well established and a stable gravel road exists upon 
which the colas surface is to be constructed. This will be a major 
project. 
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POSTS 


The postal service of the colony is carried on through a General 
Post Office and eight sub-post offices on the island of St. Vincent, 
and two sub-post offices on the out-lying islands of Bequia and 
Union Island. In addition there are 19 postal agencies where stamps 
are sold and ordinary and registered letters are received and 
despatched. 


Telegraph services are provided by Cable and Wireless (West 
Indies) Ltd. 

During 1957 a total of 1,168,861 postal articles was dealt with, 
as against 1,089,625 in 1956. 

The total revenue from sale of postage stamps, poundage on 
postal orders, etc., in 1957 was $119,875 as compared with $60,300 
in 1956. 


Chapter 12: Press, Broadcasting, Films and 
Government Information Services 


PRESS 


The Vincentian, the local newspaper, is published weekly, and 
Challenge, Government-promoted and printed, is published bi- 
monthly. 


BROADCASTING 


Radio St. Vincent, which was established on an amateur basis in 
1953, has received Government support and now broadcasts a 
regular weekly programme on Sundays which includes musical 
items, quiz programmes, interviews, talks, items of news, and 
church services. During the hurricane season Radio St. Vincent 
puts on a daily service of weather reports. 


FILMS 


There are three commercial cinemas. Films are imported from the 
United Kingdom and the United States ‘of America. 


INFORMATION SERVICES 


A Public Relations Officer was appointed in April, 1954. He has 
been responsible for keeping the public informed of the policies, 
actions and achievements of the Government. He is also Editor 
of Challenge. 


PART III 
Chapter 1: Geography 


St. VINCENT is one of the chain of Windward Islands at the eastern 
edge of the Caribbean Sea. It is about 100 miles west of Barbados 
and lies between St. Lucia to the north, and the Grenadines to the 
south. It extends from north to south; it is 18 miles in length, and 
11 miles across. It is 133 square miles in area, and with its Grenadines 
dependencies the total area of the territory is 150 square miles. 

St. Vincent is a beautiful island, with green hills reaching to the 
sea. A range of volcanic mountains stretches its entire length, from 
the Soufriere (4,048 ft.) with its crater lake in the north, to Mount 
St. Andrew in the south. The range is almost impenetrable, and the 
slopes show many contrasts. The eastern, or windward slope, is 
gentle and undulating, with flat valleys lying between low foothills, 
whereas the leeward slope is deeply dissected and rugged, although 
alluvial plains border the rivers. Numerous small rivers flow down 
both slopes of the mountains. They are short and swift, and in 
their upper courses have carved deep gorges. On the leeward slope, 
they tend to diminish in the dry season. In the north is a mountainous 
area containing pockets of level land, known as Carib country, 
which used to be prosperous, but its value was seriously impaired 
by the eruption of the Soufriere in 1902. The soils are deep, and 
exceptionally light and porous for a volcanic area, enabling St. 
Vincent to grow cotton which would otherwise be restricted to 
drier islands. 

St. Vincent lies in latitude 13° 15’ north, and its climate is pleasant 
as north-east sea breezes modify the tropical heat. The average 
temperature is about 80° F., and it rarely rises above 90° F. The 
short cool season lasts from January to March, but the nights are 
always cool. As the island is high, the rainfall is heavy, and the 
central mountainous region receives over 100 inches. The coastal 
lands are drier, with a rainfall of 60 to 80 inches. The year is com- 
monly divided into two seasons, a wet and a dry. Most of the rain 
falls between June and December, but some rain continues to fall 
during the rest of the year. However, bright sun and clear skies 
are the rule, and rain generally falls in heavy downpours which do 
not last long. The hurricane season is from mid-July to mid-October, 
but hurricanes usually pass north of St. Vincent. 

The island is well wooded, and rich forests cover all the moun- 
tainous parts. Mahogany is the most valuable timber, and there are 
new plantations of teak and whitewood. Some wood is burned for 
charcoal, but indiscriminate cutting is controlled by forest guards. 
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As throughout the West Indies, the vegetation is very varied, and 
there are many plants of striking brilliance, such as the flamboyante, 
hibiscus, and poinsettia, while there is also a variety of palm and 
fruit trees. The coastal lowlands and valleys are all cleared for 
cultivation. 

The population of St. Vincent is about 80,000, 75 per cent. being 
of African descent, and 3 per cent. being white. The rest of the 
population consists of East Indians, Caribs, and many of mixed 
origin. The average density is about 500 per square mile, but as 
much of the land is uninhabited, the density in the cultivated area 
is greater. Thus the more populous areas are the coasts and valleys, 
while the north-west and centre of the island are sparsely peopled. 
The population continues to grow, and the problem of over- 
population in relation to the resources of the island is great. For 
this reason every effort is being made to encourage likely enterprises. 

The chief town is Kingstown, which is situated among the foot- 
hills of Mount St. Andrew on a large bay sheltered from the 
north-east winds. Small townships are found throughout the 
farmed districts, especially along the coasts. The chief of these is 
Georgetown on the east coast. 

St. Vincent’s economy is based on the export of a few agricultural 
products. The traditional crops are arrowroot, and a fine variety of 
sea island cotton, but recently the acreage devoted to these crops 
has been reduced because of marketing difficulties. In 1957 bananas, 
for which better prices are obtained, became the leading export. 
Other crops include coconuts, sugar-cane, cassava, groundnuts, and 
sweet potatoes, various vegetables and livestock are also exported, 
and a large acreage is devoted to food crops for home consumption. 
There are several factories which process the island products. These 
include the Central Arrowroot Factory for the manufacture of 
starch; the Central Cotton Ginnery, which also expresses coconut 
oil; and the Mt. Bentinck sugar factory. 

No road as yet crosses the central mountains. A coastal road 
nearly encircles the island, and roads lead up the valleys, linking 
the rural villages; on the Leeward coast there is considerable sea 
traffic. Several cargo-carrying shipping lines provide service with 
the United States, Canada, British Guiana, and Jamaica, and the 
Geest banana boats carry a small number of passengers to the 
United Kingdom. Small motor vessels run between St. Vincent and 
Barbados, from which passenger ships leave regularly for England 
(4,084 miles); and air services to other islands are regular, and 
continue to develop. 

The St. Vincent Grenadines are a chain of delightful little islands. 
They vary in character, but all have low rainfall, white beaches and 
scrub-covered hills. The inhabitants are mostly fisher-folk, but they 
also grow some cotton, corn and peas, and rear stock. Bequia has a 
schooner-building industry and a tourist-class hotel. Some of the 
islands are privately owned. 


Chapter 2: History 


ST. VINCENT was inhabited by Caribs when Christopher Columbus 
discovered the island on 22nd January, 1498, and named it after 
the Saint whose martyrdom is celebrated on that day. He sailed 
away, leaving the Caribs in undisputed possession. By the second 
decade of the twentieth century only one family of Caribs of pure 
origin survived. The most interesting remains of this primitive people 
are the stone axes, knives, etc., now kept in the Museum of the 
Kingstown Library, and some large stones, probably altars, with 
ei engravings which are to be found in different parts of the 
island. 

In 1627 St. Vincent was included in a patent given by King 
Charles I to the Earl of Carlisle, but no settlement was attempted. 
The French also had claims on the island, holding that it was 
included in the grant made by Cardinal Richelieu to M. d’Esnambuc 
jn 1626. They were however content not to press their claims so 
long as the island was not formally occupied by the British. Small 
numbers of adventurers of both countries risked settling among the 
Caribs; the French were the more numerous and the more successful 
at winning Carib friendship. Settlements were made along the Lee- 
ward coast in places which still bear French names, and it was the 
French who first settled where the capital, Kingstown, now stands. 

In 1660 a local treaty was made between the French and English 
Governors of the Leewards and between the French and the Caribs 
which recognised the neutrality of St. Vincent. But the treaties were 
mot recognised by the Council for Plantations or by Barbados. 

Lord Willoughby, the lessee of the Carlisle Patent, was appointed 
Governor of the Caribbee Islands in 1663 and in 1668, in order to 
assert his authority, he sent a small expedition to St. Vincent. Too 
small to conquer the Caribs, the expedition nevertheless contrived 
to make a treaty with the Caribs by which they acknowledged 
themselves subjects of the King of England. In order to strengthen 
his claim under the Patent, Lord Willoughby had the three Indian 
islands (St. Vincent, St. Lucia and Dominica) inserted by name in 
his Governor’s commission in 1672. 

In 1675 a number of African slaves were shipwrecked in the 
Grenadines and made their way to St. Vincent. They intermarried 
‘with the local inhabitants and their descendants came to be known 
as the Black Caribs to differentiate them from the aborigines or 
Yellow Caribs. 

When the War of the Austrian Succession was brought to an end 
by the Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle in 1748, St. Vincent was declared 
neutral. But only 14 years later it was seized by British forces under 
the command of Admiral Rodney and General Monckton; and St. 
‘Vincent was ceded to England by the Treaty of Paris in 1763. 


45 


46 St. Vincent: 1956 and 1957 


Although the Caribs were not mentioned in the Treaty of Paris, 
it was decided not to disturb them in the possession of their land. 
But European settlers made such strong representations that at the 
beginning of 1768 instructions were given for the movement of the 
Caribs to another part of the island and for the disposal of their 
land to the settlers. This roused Carib suspicion and a state of unrest 
followed till in 1772 additional troops were sent to the island to 
subdue them. The Caribs resisted so strenuously that the major 
objects of the expedition were foregone. In the treaty made on 17th 
February, 1773, the Caribs acknowledged His Majesty’s sovereignty 
without reserve, agreed to take an oath of fidelity and allegiance and 
ceded a large tract of valuable land to the Crown, but they retained 
a large measure of self-government and the districts they kept were 
secured in perpetuity to them and their posterity. 

During the American War of Independence, St. Vincent was cap- 
tured by the French in June, 1779; but the island was restored to 
the British by the Treaty of Versailles in 1783. However, war broke 
out again between England and France; and in March, 1795, aided 
by the French residents of St. Vincent and instigated by Victor 
Hugues, the representative of the National Convention in Guade- 
loupe, the Caribs broke out from their reservations and for a time 
threatened to master the whole island. Early in the fighting their 
leader, Chatoyer, was killed in single combat with Major Alexander 
Leith, but this had little effect on the course of the war. Three 
regiments had arrived in September, 1795, but it was not until June, 
1796, when Sir Ralph Abercromby came with further reinforcements, 
that the Caribs were finally subdued. The majority of the Caribs 
on surrendering were deported to the island of Roatan in the Bay 
of Honduras. 

After peace was restored, in order to make it easy for planters 
to convey their sugar (the chief product) to Kingstown by land 
instead of the sea, the Government undertook to maintain a satis- 
factory road between the Carib Country, the great sugar area, and 
Kingstown, and constructed at Byera Hill, near Georgetown, a 
tunnel 250 feet long. But the planters were in difficulties; their 
properties had been ravaged in the disturbances and they were in 
debt. And in 1812 Soufriere “ erupted with such force as to blow 
away its summit and devastate the greater part of the island.” 
Most of the coffee and cocoa trees were destroyed and the sugar 
crop ruined. 

In the eighteen-thirties a further great change took place in the 
economic and social structure of the island. Slavery was abolished 
in 1834, and although England gave considerable compensation to 
the masters of slaves, they were still poorer than before their slaves 
were liberated, and found it extremely difficult to maintain the 
production of sugar as before. The former slaves were unwilling to 
work for low wages, and tried as far as they could to be independent 
and to acquire lands of their own. In 1851 the Lieutenant-Governor 
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Sir John Campbell, wrote about them: “ As a general rule they 
possess, beyond all reasonaole question, most of the essential 
elements of progress, and in a pre-eminent degree, natural intelli- 
gence and quickness of perception sharpened by a praiseworthy 
desire to better their condition.” 


Fourteen years after the abolition of slavery, Portuguese were 
imported in fairly large numbers from Madeira to work on the 
estates, and a little more than a decade later East Indians arrived 
for the same purpose. Both the Portuguese and the East Indians 
are now well respected members of the island community. 


In the second half of the nineteenth century the price of sugar 
fell and a serious depression set in, which lasted until the end of 
the century. Before prosperity returned, the island suffered a great 
calamity in the hurricane of 1898, which killed about 300 people 
and damaged many buildings. This was followed four years Jater 
by a disastrous volcanic eruption, which devastated the northern 
part of the island. These disasters shook the morale of the people, 
who for some time after seemed inclined to adopt a fatalistic 
attitude. 


At the beginning of the present century steps were taken to 
ameliorate the condition of the people by the introduction of a 
peasant land settlement scheme, and to assist the scheme an agri- 
cultural school was established, which functioned for twelve years. 
In 1903, Sir Daniel Morris, Commissioner for Agriculture for the 
West Indies, introduced the growing of Sea Island cotton. But the 
most profitable product of the colony is arrowroot, which was 
introduced after 1834. 


Prior to the abolition of slavery the Churches were solely res- 
ponsible for education. In 1834 Government made its first grant of 
£80 towards education, and by 1849 there were 27 aided primary 
schools receiving a Government grant of £800 per annum, and a 
co-educational secondary school was opened with a roll of 19 pupils. 
But unfortunately the ravages of yellow fever in 1853 and of cholera 
in 1854 led to the closing of the secondary school and most of the 
primary schools in 1855. It was not until 1908 that both primary 
and secondary education were established on a sound basis and a 
resident inspector of schools was appointed. In 1922 Government 
decided to award biennially a scholarship tenable for five years at 
any university in the British Empire. 


Much has changed in the last fifty years; and St. Vincent is at 
present managing to hold her own with the help of grants-in-aid 
and the assistance given under the Colonial Development and 
‘Welfare Act, which has already brought improvements, inter alia, 
in agriculture, sanitation, town-planning, roads and schools. — 
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The first Village Councils’ Ordinance was passed in 1948, making 
provision for the establishment of Village Councils and administra- 
tion of villages by these Councils. 

The Small Towns Regulation (Amendment) Ordinances, also 
passed in 1948, provide for the establishment of partly elected and 
partly nominated Boards with an elected majority. 


Chapter 3: Administration 


CONSTITUTION* 


THE Government of St. Vincent originally consisted of a Governor, 
Council and Assembly. In 1856 an Executive Council was created. 
In 1867 the constitution was found no longer suited to the altered 
circumstances of the colony, and the House of Assembly and the 
Legislative Council were abrogated and a single Legislative Assembly 
was created, composed of 12 members—three ex officio, three 
nominated by the Crown and six elected by the people. 


This constitution in turn was abrogated by an Act of the Local 
Legislature, and until December, 1924, the Legislative Council 
consisted of official and unofficial members nominated and appointed 
by the Crown. 


By an Order in Council dated March, 1924, as amended by an 
Order in Council dated February, 1931, a partly elected Legislative 
Council was constituted, consisting of the Governor, three ex officio 
members, one nominated official member, one nominated unofficial 
member and three elected members. The island was divided into 
three electoral districts, each returning one elected member. It was 
provided that an election should take place every three years, and 
elections under this constitution took place in 1925, 1928 and 1931. 


A new Legislative Council for the colony of St. Vincent was 
constituted by Order of His Majesty in Privy Council, dated 27th 
October, 1936. The unofficial representation was increased from 
three elected and one nominated to five elected and three nominated 
members, while the official membership was reduced to two in 
number. The colony was divided into five electoral districts, the 
Grenadines for the first time being constituted a district. 





* Note: This section describes the situation as it was in 1957. Important con- 
stitutional changes were introduced on the ist January, 1960, including the 
abolition of the post of Governor of the Windward Islands, the appointment 
of a Chief Minister, an increase in the total number of Ministers from three to 
four, and some alterations in the composition of the Executive and Legislative 
Councils. Since the beginning of 1959 the administration of the colony’s 
grant-in-aid has rested with the Federal Government of The West Indies. 
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A new constitution was given to the colony by Order in Council 
dated Ist August, 1951. This provided for a Legislative Council 
consisting of the Administrator, two ex officio members, three 
nominated members and eight elected members. The boundaries of 
the electoral districts were re-defined, as closely as possible, on a 
population basis. This increased representation, allowing for a clear 
unofficial majority, was accompanied by a grant of the franchise to 
all persons attaining the age of 21 years. The first elections under 
this constitution took place on 15th October, 1951. Early in 1956 
a new constitution incorporating a ministerial system of govern- 
ment was introduced. During the period under review there was an 
Executive Council consisting of two or, if the Governor was present 
in the Executive Council, three ex officio members, one member 
being a person holding a public office in the island, styled the 
official member, and one member, being a nominated member of 
the Legislative Council, styled the nominated member, both of 
whom were appointed by the Governor by Instrument under the 
Public Seal of the island, and four members, being elected by the 
Legislative Council from among its elected members, and styled 
the elected members. Each of the following Ministries were placed 
in the charge of an Elected Member of the Executive Council: 
Ministry for Trade and Production, Ministry for Communications 
and Works, and Ministry for Social Services. 


JUDICIAL 
A description of the judicial system is given in Part II, Chapter 9. 


ADMINISTRATIVE ORGANISATION 


At the end of 1957 there were 1,230 Government’ employees, 
excluding daily paid workers and casual employees. 


Training courses for junior clerical officers were held in 1956 
and 1957. 


Local Government 


Apart from the Kingstown Town Board, there are eight local 
authorities in the island, which are: 


The Georgetown Town Board 
The Calliaqua Town Board 
The Layou Town Board 

The Barrouallie Town Board 
The Chateaubelair Town Board 
The Marriaqua Village Council 
The Troumaca Village Council 
The Bequia District Council. 
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Each local authority with the exception of the Bequia District 
Council is made up of four elected and two nominated members. 
In the Bequia District Council there are four elected and three 
nominated members. Members hold office for two years. The 
retiring members are eligible for re-election. 


The duties of a local authority are mainly to provide for the 
collection and expenditure of monies allotted or authorised by law 
to be raised for the benefit of the particular District and to provide 
for the good Government of the District. 


Each local authority is given a Government grant and any surplus 
of revenue over expenditure is held as reserve. 


The financial position of each as at 31st December, 1956, was as 
follows: 


$ 
Georgetown Credit balance of 768.22 
Calliaqua - se 2,475.31 
Layou Debit » ~ 1,824.01 
Barrouallie Credit Pe 295.96 
Chateaubelair ae - 29.11 
Marriaqua Village Council os - 737.29 
Troumaca Village Council s - 109.88 


Bequia District Council Debit " 1,516.13 


The estimated revenue and expenditure of the eight local auth- 
orities for the year 1957 was as follows: 


Revenue. Expenditure. 
$ $ 

Georgetown 5,222.00 4,946.00 
Calliaqua 3,600.00 3,600.00 
Layou 4,175.00 4,175.00 
Barrouallie 3,660.00 3,656.00 
Chateaubelair 3,912.00 3,912.00 
Marriaqua Village Council 1,112.00 1,112.00 
Troumaca Village Council 912.00 912.00 
Bequia District Council 11,120.00 11,120.00 


The local authorities are governed by a Local Government 
Ordinance, No. 17 of 1951, under the supervision of a local govern- 
ment officer. 


Chapter 4: Weights and Measures 


BRITISH Imperial standard weights and measures are in use and the 
Police are inspectors of weights and measures. 


Chapter 5: Reading List 


Admiralty Charts, No. 791, 1908; No. 501, 1932. 


ANDERSON, R. M. (editor) The St. Vincent Handbook. 5th edition. 
Kingstown, ** Vincentian ” Office, 1938. 


Annual Register Vol. 16, 1773 (pages 83-92). 


Authentic papers relative to the expedition against the Charibbs and 
the sale of land in the island of St. Vincent. London, Almon, 
1773. 


BRISBANE, SIR CHARLES. Communications from Sir Charles Brisbane, 
Governor of St. Vincent, to the House of Assembly of that colony 
. enclosing certain bills for meliorating the condition of, and 
for emancipating the slave population of the colony, 1826. 
Communications from Sir Charles Brisbane, K.C.B., Governor of 
St. Vincent to the House of Assembly of that colony enclosing 
Lord Bathurst’s despatch of the 9th July, with the joint reply of 
the Council and Assembly; and a letter depicting alarm and danger 
by the insurrection in Demarara. 1823. 


BurRNS, SIR ALAN. History of the British West Indies. Allen and 
Unwin, 1954. 


EARLE, K. W. Geology of St. Vincent and the neighbouring Grenadines. 
Kingstown, 1924. 

Duncan, E. A brief history of St. Vincent with studies of citizenship, 
Kingstown, 1955. 


Hicuan, C. S. S. The development of the Leeward Islands under the 
Restoration, 1660-1688. Cambridge University Press, 1921. 


MusGRAVE, T. B. C. Historical sketch of the colony of St. Vincent. 
Kingstown, 1891. 


PARES, RICHARD. War and Trade in the West Indies, 1739-1763. 
Oxford University Press, 1936. 


RaGaTzZ, L. J. The fall of the Planter Class in the British Caribbean, 
1763-1833. New York, Century Publishers, 1928. 


SHEPHARD, CHARLES. An Historical Sketch of the island of St. Vincent. 
London, Nicol, 1831. 


URING, NATHANIEL. A relation of the late intended settlement of the 
islands of St. Lucia and St. Vincent in America; in right of the 
Duke of Montagu and under His Grace’s direction and orders in 
the year 1722. London, J. Peele, 1725. 


YOUNG, SIR W. Account of the black Charaibs in the island of St. 
Vincent, with the Charaib treaty of 1779 (sic 1773) and other 
original documents compiied from the papers of the late Sir 
W. Y. 1798. 


51 


52 St. Vincent: 1956 and 1957 


ST. VINCENT GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS 


Obtainable, if in print, from the Crown Agents for Oversea 
Governments and Administrations, 4 Millbank, London, S.W.1. . 


| GENERAL 
Administrative Reports, 1947-54. 


Government Gazette. 
Minutes of Legislative Council (2 vols.) 1949-57. 
Ordinances, 1950, 1951, 1952, 1953-57. 


Regulations, Orders in Council, etc., 1950, 1951, 1952, 1953-57. 
| (Bound copy). 


Report on Vital Statistics, 1950-55. 


AGRICULTURE 
Agricultural Credit 


Memorandum, by the Superintendent of Agriculture (C. K. 
ROBINSON). 


Report on an Investigation of Credit Facilities for Small Cultivators 
in the Windward Islands (1945), by E. L. Jack, Chairman of 
the Jamaica Loans Societies Board. 


Report on Agricultural Credit Societies, St. Vincent, by A. L. JOLLY, 
Lecturer in Economics, Imperical College of Tropical Agri- 
culture, Trinidad. 

Agricultural Policy 


Memorandum of an Agricultural Policy for St. Vincent (as presented 
by the Land Settlement and Deveiopment Board and adopted 
by the Legislative Council, 1946. 


Agricultural Staff 


Memorandum, by the Superintendent of Agriculture (C. K. 
~ ROBINSON). 


Land Settlement 


Memorandum (1944), by the Superintendent of Agriculture (C. K. 
ROBINSON). 


Livestock Policy 


Memorandum (1949), by the Superintendent of Agriculture (M. A. G. 
HANSCHELL). 


Marketing of Local Produce 


Memorandum, by the Superintendent of Agriculture (C. K. 
ROBINSON). 
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Processing 

Memorandum (1944), by the Superintendent of Agriculture (C. K. 
ROBINSON), on Arrowroot Research. 

Report, by A. R. WILLIAMSON, on the Organisation, Technique and 
Equipment of the Arrowroot Industry in St. Vincent, together 
with recommendations for its future. 

Memorandum (1944), by the Superintendent of Agriculture (C. K. 
ROBINSON), on Co-operative Factories. 

Memorandum (1944), by the Superintendent of Agriculture (C. K. 
ROBINSON), on Government Cotton Ginneries. 

Report, by P. W. BRiGGs, on Cotton Ginneries in the Leeward and 
Windward Islands and Barbados—-\8th March-17th September. 


Soil Conservation 


Memorandum (1944), by the Superintendent of Agriculture (C. K. 
ROBINSON). 


CENSUS 


Preliminary Report on the Census Returns of 1946, by the St. Vincent 
Census Officer (R. N. JACK, Labour Commissioner). 


Preliminary Report on the Census of Agriculture, by the St. Vincent 
Census Officer (R. N. JACK, Labour Commissioner). 


CIVIL SERVICE 


Report (1944) of Committee, under the chairmanship of K. W. 
BLACKBURNE, Administrative Secretary to the Comptroller for 
Development and Welfare in the West Indies, on questions of 
staffing of Government Departments and of Salaries of Civil 
Servants in St. Vincent. 

Report (1948), of Committee on revision of salaries of Government 
employees, and of wages of Government labourers. 

Civil Service List, 1949 (Revised as at Ist July, 1949). 


COMMUNICATIONS ° 


Preliminary Report (August, 1944), by S. R. H. BEARD, M.I.Mech.E., 
Harbour Engineer, Trinidad, on Kingstown Port Improvements. 


Supplementary Report (October, 1944) on Kingstown Port Improve- 
ments. 


Report on Fact-Finding Meeting on Shipping for British Caribbean 
Area, held at Headquarters of the Comptroller for Develop- 
ment and Welfare in Barbados in July, 1947. 

Memorandum (January, 1944), by the Superintendent of Public 
Works (G. A. Grant), on a Ten- Year Road Construction Scheme 
for St. Vincent. 
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DEVELOPMENT 


A Plan of Development for St. Vincent, 1946-56, compiled and edited 
by BERNARD GIBBS, Government Secretary, under the direction 
of R. H. Garvey, C.M.G., M.B.E., Administrator of St. 
Vincent. 


Report and Recommendations for the Development of St. Vincent 
-by a team of experts following its visit in November, 1957. 
(Chairman: A. de K. FRAMPTON). 


ECONOMICS 


Memorandum on the National Income of St. Vincent, 1942, by 
FREDERICK BENHAM, sometime Economic Adviser to the 
Comptroller for Development and Welfare in the West Indies. 

Report (1943) on the Public Finances of St. Vincent, by FREDERICK 
BENHAM. 

EDUCATION 
Memorandum (1943), by S. A. HAMMOND, Educational Adviser to 


the Comptroller for Development and Welfare in the West 
Indies, on Education in St. Vincent. 


Memorandum (1946), on Suggestions for a School-Building Pro- 
gramme, by the Education Officer (J. W. FORREST). 


FISHING INDUSTRY 


Memorandum (1945) on the Fishing Industry in St. Vincent and the 
St. Vincent Grenadines, by H. H. BRown, Director of Fishery 
Investigations in the British West Indies. 


FORESTRY 


Report (1944) on Forestry in St. Vincent, by the Conservator of 
Forests, Trinidad and Tobago, after preliminary visits by J. S. 
BEARD, Assistant Conservator. 


GEOLOGY 


A Geological Investigation at the Soufriere Volcano, April, 1946, by 
A. SENN, Geologist attached to the British Union Oil Co. Ltd., 
Barbados. 


The Geology of St. Vincent and the neighbouring Grenadines, by 
KENNETH W. EARLE. 
HEALTH 


Proposals for a Policy for the Medical Department, St. Vincent, 
particularly in respect of the ten-year period, 1946-56, by the 
Senior Medical Officer (W. L. WEBB). 


Report of a Malaria Survey (1944) of St. Vincent, by L. J. CHARLES, 
Malariologist, Leeward-Windward Islands. 
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HOUSING 


Report upon a Survey of Housing and Sanitary Conditions undertaken 
in St. Vincent during 1940-42, by the Senior Medical Officer 
(W. L. Wess). 


Report on Town and Country Planning and Housing in St. Vincent 
(1944), by R. GARDINER-MEDWIN, Town Planning Adviser to 
the Comptroller for Development and Welfare in the West 
Indies. | 


Second Report on Town and Country Planning and Housing in St. 
Vincent (1944), by R. GARDINER-MEDWIN. 


PUBLIC UTILITIES 


Memorandum (1946) on Electric Supply and proposed Hydro-Electric 
Development in St. Vincent, by GEORGE RODDAN, Hydraulic 
and Electric Engineer and Water Adviser to the Comptroller 
for Development and Welfare in the West Indies. 

Report on Water Supplies and Water Power in St. Vincent, by 
GEORGE RODDAN. 

Report on survey of the St. Vincent Telephone System (carried out 
16th-30th March, 1945), by C. J. KeirH, General Superinten- 
dent of Plant, Trinidad Consolidated Telephones, Ltd. 

Report on the St. Vincent Telephone System (May, 1946), by PREECE, 
CARDEW and RIDER, Consulting Engineers to the Crown Agents 
for the Colonies. 


SOCIAL WELFARE 


Report (1943) on Social Welfare in the Windward Islands by T. S. 
SIMEY, sometime Social Welfare Adviser to the Comptroller 
for Development and Welfare in the West Indies. 


Report on a Visit to St. Vincent (1945), by D. IBBERSON, Social 
Welfare Adviser to the Comptroller for Development and 
Welfare in the West Indies. 


UNITED KINGDOM GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS 
Obtainable, if in print, from Her Majesty’s Stationery Office. 


British Dependencies in the Caribbean and North Atlantic, 1939-1952. 
Cmd. 8575, 1952. 


Closer Association of the British West Indian Colonies. Cmd. 7120, 


Conference on the Closer Association of the British West Indian 
Colonies, Montego Bay, Jamaica, 11th September to 19th 
September, 1947. 


Part I: Report. Cmd. 7291, 1948. 9d. Part II: Proceedings. Colonial 
No. 218, 1948. | 
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Report of the British Caribbean Standing Closer Association Com- 
mittee, 1948-49, Colonial No. 255, 1950. 


Report of the Commission on the Unification of the Public Services 
in the British Caribbean Area. Colonial No. 254, 1950. 

Report of the Commission on the Establishment of a Custom Union 
in the British Caribbean Area, 1948-50. Colonial No. 268, 1951. 

Report by the Conference on West Indian Federation held in London 
in April, 1953. Cmd. 8837, 1953. 


A Plan for a British Caribbean Federation, agreed by the Conference 
on West Indian Federation, London, April, 1953. Cmd. 8895, 
1953. 


West India Royal Commission Report. Cmd. 6607, 1945. Out of 
print. 

Development and Welfare in the West Indies, 1957. Colonial No. 337, 
1958. 

Agriculture in the West Indies. Colonial No. 182, 1942. Out of print. 


West India Royal Commission Report on Agriculture, Fisheries, 
Forestry and Veterinary Matters, by F. L. ENGLEDOw. Cmd. 
6608, 1945. 


Report on Production of Fish in the Colonial Empire, by Dr. C. F. 
HICKLING. Colonial No. 300, 1954. 


An Economic Survey of the Colonial Territories, 1951. Vol. IV: The 
West Indian and American Territories. Colonial No. 281-4, 1953. 


Report of the West Indies Committee of the Commission on Higher 
Education in the Colonies. Cmd. 6654, 1944. 
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1955 
$ c 
653,314 09 


35,322 00 
868,800 00 


1,557.436 00 


LIABILITIES 
Deposits: 
Special Funds— 
Bain Gray Prize 
C.D.W. Schemes : 
Cotton Factory Depreciation 
Cotton Growers Association 
Cotton Pest Scheme . 
Central Housing and Planning 
Cocoa Development Scheme 
Graham Bequest . 
Hayward X-Ray 
Home Fund ; 
Livestock Development Scheme 
Motor Launch Depreciation 
Musgrave Prize . 
Permanent Investment ‘Eruption 
Pauls Lot Scheme . 
Peniston Scheme 
Reserves for Housing Scheme 
Savings Bank : 
Simmons Bequest 
Soil Conservation Scheme . : 
Sugar Industry—Labour Welfare 
Price Stabilisation 
Rehabilitation 
West Indies University Caen 
Towns—Barrouallie 
Calliaqua 
Chateaubelair 
Georgetown 


Less Town of Layou . 
Port Elizabeth 
Cotton Working ‘ 
St. Vincent Air Service 


Other than Special Funds— 
Deferred Maintenance 
Sundry Deposits 
Supply Control Trading 
Grenada Inwards . 
Less Grenada Outwards 


St. Lucia Inwards 
Less St. Lucia Outwards 


Less Dominica Outwards 
Dominica Old 


23.977 
2511 


21,466 
113,896 


Less Dominica Inwards 


Post Office Account 


—_——-. 


Colony Reserve Fund 
Overdrafts: 

Joint Colonial Fund 

Barclays Bank . 

Crown Agents Current 


C.D.C. Remittance in transit 
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18,461 
5,840 


17,247 
4,100 


23,892 
85 





90 


13 
35 


53 
34 


87 
24 


63 
47 


135,363 10 


APPENDIX 
ASSETS AND LIABILITIES 





768 22 
775,047 10 


302,182 49 


472,864 61 


12,620 65 


13,146 78 


493,500 8&2 


831,002 33 
35,322 17 


358,137 72 


1,017,600 00 
271,263 43 
2,204 70 1,291,068 13 


24,000 0 


2 Se 


“2.181.392 63 
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1955 


10,455 OO Cash: 


“hr 3st DECEMBER, 1956 


$ oc 
103,305 OO Authorised Advances 


ASSETS 


Sub-Accountants 
Treasury ‘ 


658,976 O00 Investments: 
Bain Gray Prize 
Cotton Fac.ory Depreciation 
Graham Bequest ; 
Home 
Housing Scheme Reserve 
Motor Launch Depreciation 
Musgrave Prize Fund 
Permanent Investment Eruption 
Reserve Fund—Colony 
Simmons Bequest 
Savings Bank 
Sugar Industry: 


Price Stabilisation 
Rehabilitation 
Labour Welfare 


Dr. 
298,300 00 General Revenue Balance: 
Surplus and Deficit 


Less Balance at 1.1.56 . 298,300 52 

Plus Bulldozer overcharged 1955. 3 24,775 00 
323,075 52 

Less Loss on Investments. 4,241 66 

Permanent Investment Eruption 3,643 68 

Deferred Maintenance : 34,059 00 41,944 34 





Se 
1,557,436 00 


ee ree 


Notes as at 3lst December, 1956: 
I. 


The Public Debt (not recorded in the above Liabilities) 
stood at $676,243.14 and the Accumulated Fund for 
redemption at $227,152.84. 


The foilowing amounts, due from Her Majesty's 
Government viz. $350,098.57 for re-imbursement of 
expenditure on C.D. & W. Schemes ; $85,070.2 
Balance of Grant for Revision of Salaries, 1956, 
$129,867. Balance of Normal Grant-in-Aid unpaid 
is not shown in the above statement. 


Loans from Revenue repayable to the Colony 
amounted to $190,610.99. 


Advances in anticipation of loan which amounts to 
$769,502.50 is included in the item ‘* Authorised 
Advances.” 


There is a contingent Liability to Savings Bank 
Account in the sum of $87,653.53. 
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66 
470,509 


26 
14,120 
21,453 


566,689 


281,131 


78 






$ Cc 
1,228,423 25 


40,619 06 


626,791 72 


285,558 60 


2,181,392 63 


APPEND 
ASSETS AND LIABILIT 








1956 LIABILITIES 
$ Cc Deposits: $ c $ 
831,002 00 Special Funds— 4 
Anti-Trepomatosis ‘ P : ‘ : ; é 49 73 
Aedes Aegypti a ae 10 50 t 
Banana Growers Price Stabilisation. : é ‘ 13,498 00 
Bain Gray Prize ‘ : : ! : : . 824 86 , 
C.D.W. Schemes : ; ‘ ; : 248,068 41 
Cotton Factory Depreciation ‘ : : . Q 326 78 
Cotton Growers Association : : ; , ; 5,804 94 
Cotton Pest , ; . . : : : P 869 58 
Camden Park . . : ; : : 32,727 46 
Cocoa Development Scheme ; : : . : 10,383 98 
Deferred Maintenance : ; : . j 2 22,362 80 
Graham Bequest : : . ; : ‘ ‘ 6,555 82 
Hayward X-Ray , . ; , : d 163 02 
Home Fund : ' ; : . 17,100 72 
Livestock Development Scheme : ; ; , ‘ 11 40 
Marriaqua Village Council ' : : : d 1,431 17 
Motor Launch Depreciation : : , : : 1,189 82 
Musgrave Prize . : : : ; : 425 06 
Permanent Investment ‘Epuption P ‘ ; : ; 60,000 00 
Pauls Lot Scheme : ; ' . : ; : 392 00 
Peniston Scheme ; . ; . ; , , 616 67 
Savings Bank . ; : P ; ; ; ‘ 603,040 07 
Simmons Bequest ; , : . : : 748 56 
Soil Conservation Scheme . , ‘ : . 9,036 38 
Sugar Industry——Labour Welfare ; A : ; 7,685 44 
Price Stabilisation ; : ' d 17,264 23 
Rehabilitation. ; , . : 7,655 Ol 
Troumaca Village Council . , ; : ; ; 125 19 
Towns—Barrouallie . ; , : Z : : 877 61 
Calliaqua : : ; ; d F : 3,161 17 
Georgetown . : ; : ; , , 1,140 07 
1,073,546 45 
Less Towns—Lavou ; : : 2421 
Chateaubelair F : 316 54 
Bequia District Council : ; 2,738 55 
Central Housing and Planning 3 25,558 27 
Cotton Working A/c. . : ‘ 216,151 44 
St. Vincent Air Service 2 : 101,523 29 348,615 99 
724,930 46 
Other than Special Funds— 
Sundry Deposits : 263,307 66 
Supply Control Trading - 79,350 42 
St. Lucia Inwards ; A 5,174 93 
Less St. Lucia Outwards 4,855 48 319 45 
342,977 53 
Less Grenada Outwards : 18,568 37 | 
Grenada Inwards ‘ 12,704 55 ( 
5,863 82 
Dominica Inwards : 67 
Dominica Outwards . 22,120 99 
27,985 48 
Post Office Account . . 210,087 28 238,072 76 104,904 77 829,835 23 
35,322 00 Colony Reserve Fund ‘ : : ‘ ‘ : 35,322 17 
1,291,068 00 Overdrafts: 
Joint Colonial Fund . F ‘ : ‘ ; - 1,257,600 00 
Barclays Bank . ; ; ‘ sO ‘ ; "139, 895 62 1,397.495 6 
24,000 00 C.D.C. Remittance in transit . . . 3 . . 12,000 0 
2,181,392 00 2,274,653 0: 
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B 
T3lst DECEMBER, 1957 





ASSETS 


$ c $ c $ Cc 
1228423 O00 Authorised Advances é . : , é ‘ : 1,259,341 41 


0.619 OO Cash: 
Crown Agents Current ‘ ‘ . ‘ ‘ ; 28,551 78 


Drafts and Remittances , ; Z : : . 7,183 06 
Sub-Accountants ; : . : . ‘ : 17,997 87 
Treasury 3 P : ‘ ‘ mM : ‘ 36,034 22 
——————_——._ 89,766 93 
626,792 00 Investments: 
Bain Gray Prize y : A ‘ : 663 84 
Cotton Factory Depreciation 7 : ; P ‘ 326 78 
Graham Bequest P : ‘ ; P ' 6,555 82 
Home : A ‘ é : 15,735 36 
Motor Launch Depreciation : ; ; ; : 1,189 82 
Musgrave Prize Fund : ; ‘ ‘ : 276 74 
Permanent Investment Emption : ‘ F . : 47,158 70 
Reserve Fund—Colony ‘ : “ ‘ : : 31,749 56 
Simmons Bequest ‘ ; . 3 : : ‘ 170 58 
Savings Bank. ‘ : a i é , : 515,228 60 
Sugar Industry: 
- Price Stabilisation , ' , ; ; ; ' 22 76 
Rehabilitation _. ; : : ‘ : , ‘ 14,720 08 
Labour Welfare : F . : : ; F 22,355 
656,154 58 
285,558 OO General Revenue Balance: 
Balance at 1.1.57 : ‘ ‘ ‘5 . 285,558 60 
Loss—-Permanent Investment Eruption F ri 3,526 62 
289,085 22 
Net Revenue 31.12.57 . 3,706,017 85 
Net Expenditure 31.12.57 . 3,632,717 17 
73,300 68 
Less C.D.W. Payments ‘ 53,605 56 
19,695 
269,390 10 
| Notes as at 3lst December, 1957: 
1. The Public Debt (not recorded in the above Liabilities) 
stood at $670,558.80 and the Accumulated Fund for 
l redemption at $236,802.90. 
2. There is a Colonial Development and Welfare Loan 
to the St. Vincent Banana Growers Association of 
$150,000.00 for which General Revenue is responsible 
only in case of default. 
| 3. Loans from Revenue repayable to the Colony 
| amounted to $187,342.26. 
4. Advances in anticipation of loan which amounts to 
$949,272. 76 is included in the item ‘“ Authorised 
Advances.” 
5. Expenditure in excess of receipts on C.D. & W. 
Schemes is $53,605.56. 
6. Balance of Grant-in-Aid due from Her Majesty’s 
Government is $71,605.00. 
eee enrenengee rere a ac Re re eS 
181,392 00 2,274,653 02 
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CUSTOMS TARIFF 


Articles 
Boots and Shoes (canvas 
with rubber soles) 


Boots and Shoes (where 
outer part of uppers is 
made of leather, and soles 
made of rubber) 


Boots and Shoes (other 
kinds) 

Bread, biscuits, etc., 
sweetened 

Bread, other kinds 

Butter 

Butter substitutes 

Cement 

Cheese 


Cotton piece-goods (value 
60 cents and under per 
yard) 


un- 


Cotton piece-goods (value 
over 60 cents per yard) 


Fish, dried 

Flour, wheaten 
Hardware, all kinds 
Hosiery, cotton 
Hosiery, artificial silk 
Hosiery, silk (natural) 
Hosiery, nylon 
Kerosene 


Machinery, agricultural, 
electrical lighting, marine, 
water and sewerage and 
industrial 


Manures 


Meats, beef and _ pork 
(salted or pickled) 


Metals 


Milk, condensed or pre- 
served (containing no less 
than 8 per cent. B.F.) 


APPENDIX III 


Preferential 
Tariff 


10 per cent. ad valorem 


15 per cent. ad valorem 


_ 15 per cent. ad valorem 


$1.28 per 100 Ib. 


10 per cent. ad valorem 


$2.75 per 100 lb. 
$1.50 per 100 lb. 
12 cents per 100 Ib. 
$2.50 per 100 Ib. 


10 per cent. ad valorem 


124 per cent.ad valorem 


Free 
$1.00 per 196 lb. 


15 per cent. ad valorem 
15 per cent. ad valorem 
16 per cent. ad valorem 
30 per cent. ad valorem 
20 per cent. ad valorem 


6 cents per gallon 


10 per cent. ad valorem 


Free 
$1.00 per 100 Ib. 


15 per cent. ad valorem 


$1.00 per 100 Ib. 


64 


General 
Tariff 


10 per cent. ad valorem 


25 per cent. ad valorem 
and 72 cents per pair 


22 per cent. ad valorem 
$1.50 per 100 Ib. 


15 per cent. ad valorem 
$4.50 per 100 Ib. 
$2.00 per 100 lb. 

18 cents per 100 lb. 
$4.50 per 100 Ib. 

15 per cent. ad valorem 


18}? per cent.ad valorem 


5 per cent. ad valorem 
$1.50 per 196 lb. 

25 per cent. ad valorem 
25 per cent. ad valorem 
25 per cent. ad valorem 
40 per cent. ad valorem 
30 per cent. ad valorem 
6 cents per gallon 

15 per cent. ad valorem 


Free 
$1.50 per 100 Ib. 


224 per cent.ad valorem 
$2.00 per 100 Ib. 


Articles 


Milk, other kinds 


Motor cars and trucks 
Motor-car parts 
Motor-car tyres and tubes 


Oils, edible, lucca, olive and 
‘similar oils, cotton seed, 
‘ soya bean, etc. 


Oils: Lubricating 


Paints ; 
Other 


Motor Spirit, etc. 
Rice 

Soap, fancv 
Soap, common 
Sugar, refined 
Sugar, unrefined 


Tobacco, manufactured— 
' cigars, cigarettes 


Tobacco, snuffs and other 
manufactured tobacco 


Tobacco, unmanufactured 
leaf-black 


Tobacco, leaf, other kinds 
Wood, lumber 


Appendix III 


_. Preferential 
Tariff . 


$1.50 per 100 Ib. — 


20 per cent. ad valorem 
20 per cent. ad valorem 
20 per cent. ad valorem 
60 cents per gallon 


24 cents per gallon 
30 cents per gallon 
20 cents per gallon 


24 cents per gallon 

30 cents per 100 Ib. 

15 per cent. ad valorem 
10 per cent. ad valorem 
$3.00 per 100 ib. 

$1.50 per 100 Ib. 

$4.00 per Ib. 


$4.00 per Ib. 


30 cents per lb. 


$2.00 per Ib. 
$2.00 per 1,000 ft. 
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General 
Tariff 


$2.50 per 100 Ib. (con- 


taining less than 8 
per cent. B.F.) 


30 per cent. ad valorem 
30 per cent. ad valorem 
30 per cent. ad valorem 
72 cents per gallon 


35 cents per gallon - 
36 cents per gallon 
30 cents per gallon 


40 cents per gallon 

50 cents per 100 lb. 

22 per cent. ad valorem 
15 per cent. ad valorem 
$3.80 per 100 Ib. 

$2.25 per 100 Ib. 

$5.00 per Ib. 


$4.80 per Ib. 
50 cents per Ib. 


$2.00 per Ib. 
$3.00 per 1,000 ft. 


On the first 
On the next 


: 99 9 >, 99 
Remainder 


APPENDIX IV 


INCOME TAX SCHEDULE 


Rate 


on every Dollar 


3 cents 

4 cents 

6 cents 

8 cents 
10 cents 
14 cents 
16 cents 
21 cents 
25 cents 
32 cents 
38 cents 
44 cents 
50 cents 
60 cents 
65 cents 


Tax 
$ 

15.00 
35.00 
65.00 
105.00 
155.00 
225.00 
305.00 
410.00 
535.00 
695.00 
1,645.00 
2,745.00 
3,995.00 
5,495.00 
8,495.00 


Company tax is at the rate of 374 per centum. 


on 
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APPENDIX V 
STAMP DUTIES 


Admission to act as a barrister 

Admission to act as a solicitor 

Affidavit or declaration in lieu thereof 

Agreement under hand, when the subject-matter is of 
the value of £5 and not exceeding £25 : 

For each additional £25 or part thereof 

Agreement for the purchase of or otherwise dealing with 
real estate when such purchase or dealing is to be 
carried out by subsequent deed 

Agreements not otherwise charged for 

Appraisement of goods, chattels, etc., over the value 
of £10 

Assignment of property where the value does not exceed 

£50 


For every additional £50 or part thereof 
Bank cheques . 
Bills of exchange and promissory notes up to three days 
sight 
Bills of entry for goods imported through Post Office . 
Bills of exchange and promissory notes—other kinds— 
not exceeding £1 , 
Exceeding £1 and not exceeding £10 
Exceeding £10 and not exceeding £25 
Exceeding £25 and not exceeding £50 
Exceeaing £50 and not exceeding £75 
Exceeding £75 and not exceeding £100 . 
For a additional £25 or part thereof exceeding 
£1 ; 
Bills of lading 
Bills of health 
Buils of sale absolute 
Bills of sale by way of security : 
Bonds for any sum not exceeding £100 
For each additional £50 or part thereof 
Bottomry Bond 
Bond of Indemnity, sum not specified 
Conveyance or transfer on sale of real property when 
the amount or value does not exceed £10 
Exceeding £10 and not exceeding £25 
Exceeding £25 and not exceeding £50 
For each additional £50 or part thereof 
Certificates: 
Of admission to practice as notary 
Of landing of goods : 
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68 St. Vincent: 1956 and 1957 


Of naturalisation , 
Of birth, marriage or death . 
Customs ships’ manifests 
Customs bills of entry inwards 
Customs bills of entry for warehousing . 
Shipping bill 
Legacies: 
Where the legacy amounts to £50 and does not exceed 
£100 ; 


For every additional £50 or part thereof . 
Licence for marriage 
Mortgage of real property for every £100 or fractional 
part 
Release of mortgage 
Notarial Act of any kind except Protest of a Bill of 
Exchange or Promissory Note 
Policy of Insurance—Life: 
For every £100 or part of amount insured 
Policy of Insurance—Fire, etc. : 
For every payment by way of ee 
Power of attorney or substitution 
Protest of any bill of exchange 
Receipt for the payment of £1 and upwards 
Probate of will and letters of administration (including 
issue of certificate) where personal estate 
Does not exceed £50 . 
Exceeds £50 and does not exceed £100 . 
For every additional £100 or fractional part 
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